
Phew!

So how can you help? Typically, the Shoebox
Project focuses on collecting personally made
Shoebox gifts totalling $50 in value, together
with an encouraging note or card, and delivers
them to women in need in Manitoba. How-
ever, due to the continuing limits placed upon
it by the Covid-19 pandemic, the Manitoba
Shoebox Project is collecting virtual Shoebox
gifts this year. What does that mean? In a
word, gift cards purchased with your online
monetary donations are needed to ensure that
support reaches marginalized women in our
province.

“We will once again rely on donations
through our Virtual Shoebox Gift Campaign
and other donation platforms to raise aware-
ness and collect funds towards the purchase
of gift cards for deserving women facing ex-
treme challenges in their personal lives”, says
Manitoba Coordinator Alex Todd. “Please
consider much-needed monetary donations to
further the purchase of gift cards valued at
$50. We delivered holiday cheer to 185
women last year and hope to surpass that
number in 2021”.

In past years, Headingley Library has been a
drop off location for Shoebox gifts and the re-
sponse from our generous community has al-
ways been huge, including a sizeable
monetary donation from Headingley Fire-
fighters and First Responders. With every-

thing online for the second year in a row, the
Shoebox Project needs your help more than ever.

“You can show your support by reaching out
to as many of your family, friends and col-
leagues to make

Shoebox gift purchases through our online
Virtual Shoebox gift experience at Shoebox-
project.ca” says Alex. “While there are no ac-
tual items purchased, the value of the contents
that you personally choose are translated into
a monetary donation for our Manitoba chap-
ter…You can also make a monetary contribu-
tion online at Shoeboxproject.com”.

For more information, contact me at al-
isonau@shaw.ca, the library at hml@heading-
leylibrary.ca or Alex Todd at
winnipeg@shoeboxproject.com. You can also
visit and follow their Facebook page (@win-
nipegshoeboxproject).

www.shoeboxproject.com/manitoba “I know
so many of our donors look forward to the ex-
perience of shopping and curating their own
specific content items for their own special
donation and it is disappointing that this will
be missed again this year”, says Alex. “In the
end though, we know that the women who re-
ceived gift cards last year in lieu of a physical
gift, truly did appreciate the gesture and the
gift cards made it possible for them to pur-
chase exactly what they needed in a year that
so much was needed, and still is.”

Shoebox Project for
Women Seeks Virtual
Support During 
Pandemic
by Alison Au

The Manitoba chapter of the Shoebox Project
for Women was created in 2013, after the orga-
nization was founded in Toronto in 2011. It is
now an international movement with a mission
to share empathy, kindness and compassion
with local women impacted by homelessness
through the collection and distribution of gift-
filled Shoeboxes and messages of support.

The Shoebox Project strives to promote equity
and inclusion and, while its primary focus is
working with local shelters, it also delivers
gifts and other donations to any community
service agency that serves women who are im-
pacted by homelessness. (All agencies and or-
ganizations must have registration as a
charitable organization to qualify for participa-
tion). This includes shelters serving families,
transgender or nonbinary women, seniors,
youth, refugees, adults living with disabilities,
pregnant and parenting youth, immigrant,
refugee and newcomer welcome programs,
community health centres, Indigenous friend-
ship shelters, food and clothing banks, First
Nations reserves and mental health and addic-
tions services.
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joshschappert@fplsaccounting.ca / 204-954-9815
www.fplsaccounting.ca

1-1911 Portage Avenue Winnipeg, MB  R3J 0J3

         •Accounting    •Corporate and Personal Tax

         •Assurance      •Business Advisory
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CHASE THE ACE IS COMING BACK ON NOVEMBER 11th! CHECK THE PHOENIX RECREATION 
ASSOCIATION OR HEADINGLEY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION WEB-SITES FOR MORE INFORMATION

www.phoenixrec.org  -  www.headingleyfoundation.ca

Headingley Times Are you interested in advertising in Headingley’s local paper?
The only way to have your information reach ALL ADDRESSES in 
Headingley is through the Headingley Times Community Newspaper!

headingleytimes@mymts.net or call/text 204.832.9363




