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Director s̓ Letter

Dear Senator,

My name is Emily Chen, and I have the distinct pleasure of serving as the President of
the United States Senate Committee at OakridgeMUN III.  I am a senior at Semiahmoo
Secondary and this will be my fourth and final year in Model United Nations. Staffing
along with me is your Chair, Cathy Zhang, a senior at Magee Secondary and your
Assistant Director, Claire Li, a junior at Steveston London Secondary. On behalf of this
fantastic staff team, I am happy to formally welcome you to the United States Senate.

Upon joining Model United Nations in grade 9, I had no idea what awaits me in this
community filled with diplomacy, debate and challenges. From only speaking 3 times at
my first conference to now being a MUN veteran with multiple secretariats and staff
experiences, I can proudly say that MUN has helped me grow tremendously as a
speaker, a diplomat and a person. Now I can list countless benefits that MUN offers, but
I would have to say the biggest takeaway for me is how much my knowledge has
expanded as a result of three years of research. In the world of MUN, you are constantly
challenged with problems in different regions of the world and of all different natures;
in the journey of learning about this diverse spectrum of issues, you will also acquire
skills of critical thinking, collaboration, public speaking and so much more.

At this iteration of OakridgeMUN, senators are tasked with combating the ever-lasting
controversial issue of Gun Law Reforms and the rising crisis of China and U.S tensions.
The dais team carefully chose these topics because we thought they held relevance to
the current world as well as offer room for Senators to utilize your creativity and
provide solutions. I encourage all senators to carefully read this backgrounder as well
as do external research on your own states, to result in fruitful and meaningful
discussion.

I sincerely welcome you all to this committee and hope that the US Senate at
OakridgeMUN III will be enjoyable and memorable for all.  I look forward to meeting
all of you in November!

Best Regards,
Emily Chen
President of U.S Senate -- OakridgeMUN III
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Rules of Procedure

The United States Senate committee will be using the traditional Model United Nations
ROP with three unique additions: two different motions, a new format of resolution
papers.

1. The Filibuster
The notorious filibuster is one of the most common political tools used in the
United States Senate. In short, the filibuster states that sixty Senators need to
agree to end debate in order to move to a vote. This is o�en used as a way for a
minority party to block a vote in the Senate if the majority does not control sixty
seats in the chamber. During a filibuster, it is common for a Senator from the
filibustering faction to speak for a tediously long time to intentionally slow Senate
proceedings. At OakridgeMUN III, senators are welcomed to motion for a filibuster and
the dais team will judge whether it is appropriate. Unfortunately, due to time
constraints, we will be limiting the filibusters to a maximum of 10 minutes; however, if
any Senators wish to end the filibuster prior to the 10-minute mark, they require the
consent of a supermajority or 60% of the chamber.

2. The Party Caucus
The United States Senate at OakridgeMUN III, comprises of two parties and one
independent Senator (Bernie Sanders): The Republican Party and
the Democratic Party. Both parties have a caucus, which is an informal partisan
organization of members of the Senate that exists to pursue common legislative
goals. At OakridgeMUN, the party caucus will function a lot like an unmoderated
caucus but the difference between the two is that a party caucus only allows free
communication between senators of the same party, not free communication
between all senators.

3. The Bill
Legislation on the Senate floor are called bills. In this committee, bills will replace
the standard Model United Nations resolution paper. There are three main
components of a bill: the whereas statements, the short title, and the operative
sections. Whereas statements are statements used to either express concern
about the status quo or to contrast the situation in the United States to that of
another country. All whereas statements begin with the statement “WHEREAS”
and all bills require a minimum of five whereas statements. The second
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component is the short title. The short title is always stated in the first operative
section and it is the name of the bill. The name should give a brief overview of the
content of the bill and provide some insight into the rest of the bill. The last but
the most important component of a bill is the operative sections. This is where the
the actual content of the bill is. It includes different sections and subsections that
specific the exact measures and mechanisms of the bill and it describes what the
bill is supposed to do.

Committee Overview

The Legislative Branch of the United States consists of two bodies: the House of
Representatives and the Senate, coming together to form the United States Congress.
Congress holds the sole authority to enact legislation, declare war, confirm or reject
Presidential appointments, and the privilege to investigative powers, as granted by the
Constitution of the United States.

Members of the Senate are elected every six years by direct popular election, as of 1914.
Between 1789 and 1913, Senators were elected by state legislatures.1 The terms of
Senators staggered so that about one third of positions are up for elections every two
years. In the case that a Senate seat is vacant, due to reasons such as the death,
resignation, or expulsion of the senator, state legislatures may empower the governor
to appoint a senator to fill the seat until an election can take place.2 The Vice President
of the United States serves as the President of the Senate, but has no vote except in the
event of a tie in the Senate . While the number of members of the House of
Representatives are proportional to the populations of the states they represent, there
are two Senators for each state, regardless of population, for a total of one hundred
Senators.

Congress is responsible for introducing new laws or changing existing laws. A bill,
which if passed becomes a law, can be introduced in either the House or the Senate,
with the exception that “All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of
Representatives; but the Senate may propose or concur with Amendments as on other Bills.” as

2 Ibid.
1 https://www.senate.gov/general/Features/ElectingSenators_AHistoricalPerspective.htm

https://www.senate.gov/general/Features/ElectingSenators_AHistoricalPerspective.htm
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detailed by Article I, Section 7, Clause 1 of the Constitution.3 A�er a bill is introduced,
it s̓ directed to a relevant committee to be studied and reviewed. Each committee
specializes in a policy area, and the subcommittees oversee even more specialized
areas. The bill first goes to a subcommittee, and the subcommittee may accept, amend,
or reject the bill. If it is accepted, it s̓ then considered by the full committee, where it
may be accepted, amended or rejected. If the bill is accepted by the full committee, it
goes to the floor of the House or Senate, depending on where it was introduced. A bill
must be approved by both the House and the Senate before the President considers it. If
the President agrees with the bill, they may sign it into law. While the President may
veto bills passed by Congress, the veto can be negated with a two-thirds majority vote in
both the House of Representatives and the Senate.

As the upper house of the Congress, the Senate holds unique powers. Such as
confirming appointments made by the President, and providing advice and consent to
ratify treaties, elect a Vice President in the case no candidate receives a majority of
votes, and conduct trials of impeachments.

Due to time constraints, the United States Senate committee will use an adapted version
of Senate rules of procedure.

Topic Overview

The United States and China relationship is one that is full of tensions but also one that
is co-dependent. These two economically significant nations share widely different
ideologies and governmental systems which contributes to the rising tension. Many
would argue that this is the lowest point in U.S and China tensions since 1979 when U.S
and China first entered into a diplomatic relationship where former President Jimmy
Carter granted China full diplomatic recognition; many would describe this tension to
escalate to a cold war.

Despite the United Statesʼ position as arguably the global superpower, they still depend
heavily on China for providing low-cost goods and depend on China to support the U.S's
own exports. In 2020, China was the largest good trading partner, third-largest export
market and largest source of imports; in fact, these exports to China support 1.2 million

3 https://constitution.congress.gov/browse/essay/artI_S7_C1_1_1/

https://constitution.congress.gov/browse/essay/artI_S7_C1_1_1/
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jobs in the US and that number is rapidly increasing. Mutually, the U.S was also the
largest contributing country to foreign input to China, especially in the service sector.
Evidently, the U.S and Chinas̓ trade and economic relationship is critical to both
countries; especially to support the jobs in both nations.

Ideological factors largely contribute to the rising tensions between the two nations,
which some would argue to be the single critical factor leading to the worsening of
relations. Many U.S citizens and politicians criticize the U.S economic ties to China as it
is not a democracy but rather one of communist rule. The common response to this
would be that China has in essence embraced capitalism within its economy and
therefore should not be a threat to the western democracies like the Soviet Union once
was. However, the problem is the rise of Chinas̓ economic power which inevitably
threatens the established economic superpower, the United States. In addition to this
pre-existing ideological conflict, there are also questionable actions in regards to
human rights which add to the controversy and criticization of the U.S government for
working with China.

The Trump Administration has switched its stance numerous times when it came to
foreign policy. The Trump administration imposed sweeping tariffs on Chinese imports
around the worth of $50 billion and alleged Chinese the� of U.S technology and
intellectual property. This combined with Canadas̓ arrest of Huawei executive Meng
Wanzhou and the U.S labelling of China as a currency manipulator. On the last day of
the Trump administration, the U.S also designates Chinas̓ abuse of Uyghurs as
genocide. Even the post-Trump administration, under the Biden administration,
continued to ban products from Xinjiang and added 23 Chinese companies to the
economic blacklist. All of this has resulted in Chinas̓ retaliation by stopping exports of
communication apparatus to the U.S on November 7th, 2021.

Senators should keep in mind that economic ties with China are critical for the U.S
economy and job market. However, the U.S has also recognized China to be committing
genocide against the Uyghurs which the U.S has a moral obligation to address. The
sudden stop of the importing communication apparatus to the U.S will have serious
implications on the well-being of its economy and job market.
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Timeline

Timeline

1979: U.S. resumes formal diplomatic relations with China and establishes the One
China Policy by cutting off normal ties with Taiwan. However, the U.S. continued
commercial and cultural ties with Taiwan as well as supplied them with defensive arms
a�er the Taiwan Relations Act. This act does not technically violate the One China
Policy.

1982-1984: President Reagen pledges to strengthen relations with Taiwan by issuing the
“Six Assurances”, but also improves ties with China. In June 1984, the U.S. government
permitted China to purchase U.S. military equipment.

June 1989: U.S. suspends relations and stops military sales to China a�er the June 4th
Tiananmen Massacre.

1995-1996: President Clinton breaks a 15-year old policy against granting visas to
Taiwans̓ leaders, and China withdraws their ambassador. Lee Teng-hui, a
pro-independence candidate, wins Taiwans̓ first free presidential elections despite
Chinese interference through missile tests.

May 1999: NATO bombs the Chinese Embassy stationed in Belgrade by accident due to
U.S. intelligence mistakes, causing  thousands of Chinese protestors to attack U.S.
property.

October 2000: President Clinton signs the U.S.-China Relations Act of 2000, establishing
permanent normal trade relations with China. This led to China joining the World
Trade Organization (WTO) in 2001.

2004: Since 1980, U.S.-China trade has risen from $5 billion to $231 billion.

September 2005: Deputy Secretary of State Robert B. Zoellick recognizes China as an
emerging power and calls on them to serve as a “responsible stakeholder” to pull
countries into the international system.

2006: China surpasses Mexico as the U.S.̓s second-largest trade partner.
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2007: China increases military spending to “protect national security and territorial
integrity”. The constant increase in military expenditures is “not consistent” with
Chinas̓ mission of a “peaceful rise”, says U.S. Vice President Dick Cheney.

September 2008: China now holds around $600 billion of U.S. debt/treasuries,
surpassing Japan as the largest holder.

August 2010: Chinas̓ second-quarter economy valued at 1.33 trillion, surpassing Japans̓
1.28 trillion and becoming the world s̓ second-largest economy. Following this track,
China would surpass the U.S. and become the world s̓ largest economy by the year 2027.

November 2011: U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton calls for “increased investment”
in Asia, which seems to be a measure to counter Chinas̓ increase in influence. The U.S.
and eight other nations have also agreed on the Trans-Pacific Partnership, a free trade
agreement.

February 2012: China faces trade disputes from the U.S. and their allies regarding
Chinas̓ quota on exporting rare earth metals. This results in trade tensions between the
two nations.

November 2012: Chinas̓ leader, Hu Jintao, is replaced by Xi Jinping. Around 70% of
members in the country s̓ leadership bodies are replaced as well.

June 7th-8th, 2013: President Obama and President Xi meet at the Sunnylands Estate in
California for an informal, “shirt-sleeves summit”.

November 12th, 2014: President Obama and President Xi issue a joint climate
statement at the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC). This marks the first time
China has pledged to reduce the growth of carbon emissions by 2030.

February 9th, 2017: President Trump reassures President Xi in a call that he will keep
to the One China Policy. This followed a�er President Trump angered China by calling
Taiwans̓ leader Tsai Ing-wen.

May 2017: U.S. and China establish a ten-step agreement for increased trading in
products and services such as poultry and electronic payments.
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March 23rd, 2018: The Trump Administration places tariffs worth $50 billion on
Chinese imports in response to improper business practices and violating Intellectual
Property Right (IPR).

April 2018: China retaliates by imposing tariffs on a wide spectrum of products such as
fruits, pork and wine.

July 2018: U.S.-China trade tensions heighten a�er the U.S. imposes a 25% import tax
on more than 800 Chinese products in industrial and transportation sectors. China
counters with tariffs on over 500 different products targeting commodities.

December 1st, 2018: Huawei s̓ Chief Financial Officer Meng Wanzhou is arrested in
Vancouver, Canada at the request of the U.S. Meng and Huawei are alleged to have
violated sanctions against Iran and have been accused of committing fraud.

March 6th, 2019: Huawei files a lawsuit against the U.S. for banning U.S. federal
agencies from using Huawei s̓ products. The Trump administration warns others to not
employ Huawei equipment.

May 2019: Trump administration increases tariffs on Chinese goods worth $200 billion
from 10% to 20%. As retaliation, China declares they will raise tariffs on $60 billion
worth of U.S. goods. The Trump administration later targeted Huawei by banning all
U.S. companies from using foreign telecommunication goods that pose a threat to
national security, and Huawei was added to the U.S. Commerce Department s̓ foreign
entity blacklist.

August 5th, 2019: The Trump Administration designates China as a currency
manipulator a�er the central bank of China allows the yuan to weaken significantly.

November 2019: Chinese officials impose sanctions on U.S. based organizations a�er
President Trump signs the Hong Kong Rights and Democracy Act.

January 15th, 2020: U.S. and China agree to the Phase One agreement, which relaxes
U.S. tariffs on Chinese imports and requires China to purchase $200 billion worth of
U.S. goods. China promises to strengthen intellectual property protections. The U.S. has
also removed their designation of China as a currency manipulator.
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January 2020: President Trump bans non-U.S. citizens who have recently visited
mainland China from entering the U.S., and makes various comments labelling the
coronavirus as the “Chinese Virus”. Without being backed by evidence, a Chinese
official also claimed that the virus was brought to China by the U.S. military. President
Trump accuses the World Health Organization (WHO) of being biased towards China
and pauses all U.S. funding for the organization.

July 14th, 2020: China threatens to sanction U.S. individuals and entities a�er President
Trump signs an executive order and a bill supporting Hong Kong s̓ freedom and
independence.

January 21st, 2021: U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo labels Chinas̓ actions against
the Uyghurs a genocide. A�er Trump le� office, China placed sanctions on 28 of the
Trump administrations̓ officials for “crazy actions” that “seriously disrupted the
U.S.-China relations”.

September 24th, 2021: Canada releases Meng Wanzhou a�er three years. Meng was
pleaded not guilty to charges of fraud, but the U.S. will not drop any charges against
Huawei.

Bloc Positions

All senators should act in the interest of the United States, to consider the economic
interest, world reputation, domestic interest and cannot ignore the opinion of their
people. It is encouraged for senators to represent their bloc but also remembers that
compromise may be necessary to best tackle this crisis. It is the common goal of the
Senate to resolve this crisis, help the economy go back to normal, however, the
methods to achieve that may differ from the perspectives of the parties.

Republicans

Republicans prioritize U.S economic interest above all, economic and trading relations
are extremely important in upholding the U.S economy as well as their status as a
global superpower. Republicans generally support U.S economic ties to China as China
is able to offer inputs of goods and very cheap labour products and help benefit the U.S
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economy. China is also a rapidly growing power especially economic-wise, so in
addition to working with them, Republicans also do not want China to surpass or
threaten the U.S position as the economic powerhouse globally. In essence,
Republicans would prefer to mend economic relations with China and could overlook
the human rights abuses; however, they donʼt completely trust China and therefore still
want dominance through its trading relations and have some leverage over China.

Democrats

Democrats believe that the U.S perception globally and international image and
reputation to have the utmost importance. Therefore they feel very strongly to
disassociate and not work with China due to their unethical genocide of the Uighurs
and the previous Xinjiang scandal with Chinese corporations. To repair the U.S
economy, they would prefer to initiate trade relations with other nations that are also
democracies and look for alternatives to the current dependencies on China.
Democrats believe that the U.S as the head of Western democracies should not actively
support China even if it is via economic ties. Even if it means a temporary economic
downturn, that is a side effect Democrats are willing to overlook to have overall a better
global image and more ethical trading partners.

Guiding questions

1. What are the political and economic consequences of tensions between the U.S.
and China?

2. How do these political and economic consequences affect U.S. citizens?
3. How closely does your senator align with the policies and views of their party?
4. What are the policies and viewpoints of the party your senator belongs to?
5. In the region your senator represents, what are the biggest industries? How are

they, if at all, dependent on Chinese trade?
6. Are there any notable everyday products or needs of people in the region

represented by your senator? Do trade relations with China affect these needs?
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