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Director s̓ Letter

Dear Delegates,

My name is Chantal Lee and it is my distinct pleasure to be directing the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) at OMUN III, along with your Chair, Cindy Ma, and
your Assistant Director, Shaama Taank. I am currently a senior attending the
International Baccalaureate Program at Richmond Secondary School, and have been
involved in Model UN since Grade 10. Model UN serves as an opportunity for delegates
to develop their public speaking skills while expanding their knowledge on global
issues and current events. In my free time, you can always find me reading, binging
anime, catching up on sleep, or getting food with my friends!

UNEP, a Specialized Agency, focuses on solving prominent environmental issues
around the world. Delegates are encouraged to collaborate with one another to come
up with effective solutions to solve the topics at hand. I hope to deliver a committee that
is relevant to the world today, and keep delegates engaged throughout the course of the
weekend.

The two topics this year focus on current issues that pose a dire threat to our future if
not addressed immediately - unsustainable practices of corporations, and the
environmental impact of fossil fuels. Delegates must find ways to keep big corporations
in check, as well as seek green alternatives for the future s̓ energy source. Only by doing
so will we mitigate climate change. These two topics adequately sum up our interaction
with the environment and its enormous impact on countries worldwide regardless of
geography.

I hope you all enjoy researching these topics so you are well equipped for the upcoming
conference! Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions, and I look
forward to meeting everyone at OMUN III!

Sincerely,
Chantal Lee
UNEP Director -- OakridgeMUN (III) 2021
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Committee Overview

The United Nations Environment Programme is a leading authority that advocates for
environmental action across the world. They work to implement environmentally
sustainable policies within the United Nations system as well as within developing
nations. UNEP has successfully inspired citizens from around the globe to take
environmental action, and promote research and development that will help reduce
unsustainable practices.

UNEP was first established in June 1972 at the Stockholm conference on the Human
Environment. The headquarters for their organization was set in Nairobi, Kenya,
making it the first UN agency with headquarters in a developing country. The Founding
Executive Director of UNEP was Maurice Strong, a Canadian businessman and
diplomat, whose courageous leadership drove forward to a new era of environmental
diplomacy and awareness.

UNEP is most recognized for their establishment of an international monitoring system
called “Earthwatch” in 1972. This alerts all governments of essential environmental
crisis information so that nations may act swi�ly and cohesively to implement
solutions. Another one of UNEP s̓ notable achievements is the India Solar Loan
Programme launched in 2003. This is a four-year program between UNEP, the UNEP
Risoe Centre on Energy, Climate and Sustainable Development, and India s̓ largest
banking groups, aiming to  finance clean solar energy for underdeveloped sectors in
Southern India. Additionally, UNEP has been helping to develop the Acid Deposition
Monitoring Network in East Asia since 2001. They have already achieved significant
results, providing countries with extensive research and increasing government
collaboration to solve acid deposition problems. UNEP has successfully pushed forward
many international agreements, such as the 1987 Montreal protocol, which regulates
the production of ozone-depleting substances, and The Minamata Convention on
Mercury in 2013, which strives to reduce the environmental impact of mercury.

Moving forward, UNEP continues to advocate for the implementation of the 2030
Agenda For Sustainable Development. The agenda calls for cohesive international
government policies to target environmental issues. With the growing urgency for
drastic environmental change in this decade, UNEP s̓ work on climate action has
become more important than ever as they battle to preserve a sustainable world for
future generations.
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Topic Introduction

Despite the world s̓ budding environmental awareness, many industries still use
unsustainable methods to produce their products. These practices o�en emit excess
greenhouse gases, lead to the overproduction of valuable materials, and pollute water
sources.

At first glance, the meat industry does not seem to have a direct correlation with
climate change. However, meat consumption affects humans and the environment on a
large scale. The effect it has on the environment varies depending on livestock
management. Some negative environmental factors include pollution of the
atmosphere through fossil fuel usage and methane produced by animals, land
degradation, water consumption, and clearing forests for grazing pastures. The
environmental impact that meat consumption has on the world is only expected to
increase in the coming years.

On the other hand, it is worth noting the massive number of jobs created by the meat
industry. Unfortunately, it has been done at the expense of the natural environment. To
reach a sustainable solution, it is imperative to balance meat consumption and meat
production globally. Ideally, if more of the world s̓ population would adopt a
vegetable-based diet, there would be a dramatic decrease in the negative impacts and
natural resource toll.

Likewise, the fast fashion industry affects climate change as well. With constant
changes in the latest trends, many corporations mass-produce clothes thrown out by
consumers in the following week. Fast fashion giants such as Zara and H&M produce a
significant portion of the garments made each year. The rising pollution levels from
factories significantly harm the environment, not to mention the accumulating piles of
waste in landfills from the discarded garments. Additionally, dyed toxic wastewater is
released into nearby streams, damaging water supplies. Even washing the synthetic
fibres in the washing machine causes pollution and microfibres to be released into
oceans. This affects the amount of clean drinking water available for use, as well as
organisms that consume the microfibres. As ocean life is heavily dependent on the food
chain, these microfibres will work their way up and affect nearly all sea life.

Drastic measures must be implemented to regulate production practices. However, this
may be a financial challenge for developing nations and will require the economic
flexibility of developed countries. UNEP must therefore come to a consensus on how
corporations can implement environmentally sustainable practices.
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https://cases.open.ubc.ca/environmental-impact-of-meat-consumption/
https://www.esquire.com/style/news/a50655/fast-fashion-environment/
https://fashionista.com/2016/06/what-is-fast-fashion

Historical Analysis

Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)

Officially coined in 1953, corporate social responsibility (CSR) is a company s̓
commitment to manage the social, environmental and economic effects of its
operations responsibly and in line with public expectations. Although businesses will
face compliance costs while following CSR, the improved corporate image and
increased customer loyalty will, in turn, motivate businesses.

Since the 2010s, CSR has pivoted again from focusing on social issues to sustainability
taking center stage. Climate change and the environment have become a defining issue
internationally, and it s̓ spurred the development of innovative new approaches to CSR.
The UN s̓ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) provide organizations with a standard
framework they can adopt to build CSR programs around. Large corporations such as
Ikea, who adopted the UN SDGs, have invested $2 billion in renewable energy projects.
It intends to rely 100% on renewable energy by 2020.

In recent years, the number of pressure groups that advocate for the environment has
increased, creating concerns for governments, businesses, and citizens worldwide. As a
result, many companies are changing their ethical objectives to satisfy the awareness
groups and maintain their customer base. Businesses that continue to pollute and
damage the environment will likely earn themselves poor corporate images and
devastating consequences.

Businesses can improve their CSR in several ways: through labelling information
accurately, adhering to fair employment practices, active community work, and last but
not least, having consideration for the environment. For example, businesses can use
recycled materials throughout the production process, recycle their waste materials,
and aim towards reducing the pollution created during operation stages.

https://cases.open.ubc.ca/environmental-impact-of-meat-consumption/
https://www.esquire.com/style/news/a50655/fast-fashion-environment/
https://fashionista.com/2016/06/what-is-fast-fashion
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Corporate sustainability

Corporate sustainability comes from the concept of “sustainable development,”
popularized in a book by the World Commission on Environment and Development, a
United Nations initiative, in 1987. WCED described sustainable development as being
able to meet the needs of present generations without compromising the ability of
future generations.

The industry was slow to respond to the WCED s̓ call to sustainability as everyone
pondered on what sustainable development in action should look like. The first official
sign of support was from the International Chamber of Commerce when it issued its
“Business Charter for Sustainable Development” in 1990. The book “Changing Course,”
by Stephen Schmidheiny and the Business Council for Sustainable Development (now
the World Business Council for Sustainable Development), soon followed in 1992. Both
publications focused on the role of corporations in sustainable development. They
argued that supporting sustainable development was as much an economic necessity as
it was an environmental and social necessity. And since then, corporate sustainability
has evolved into three pillars:

1. The Social Pillar

Businesses have to recognize their impact on the people they employ and the
communities around them. Socially-oriented companies help with providing
security and individual development to employees, suppliers and partners while
being acutely aware of the importance of overall health. On a global scale, a
business needs to be conscious of how its supply chain operates. To achieve
social sustainability, companies must ensure that the work environment along
their supply chain is safe, that workers are fairly paid, and no child labour is
involved.

2. The Environmental Pillar

The environmental pillar of sustainability stresses the impact business activities
and business decisions have on the environment. Environmental initiatives that
businesses can take to become environmentally sustainable include finding
alternative energy sources to fossil fuels, reducing carbon footprint, eliminating
plastic bags, and using sustainable materials for packaging.

3. The Economic Pillar

To be sustainable, a business must be profitable. The economic pillar stands for
compliance, proper governance and risk management. Sometimes, this pillar is
also referred to as the governance pillar. This means to align boards of directors
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and management with shareholders' interests and that of the company's
community, value chains, and end-user customers.

https://www.bdc.ca/en/articles-tools/entrepreneur-toolkit/templates-business-guides/gl
ossary/corporate-social-responsibility
https://www.thomasnet.com/insights/history-of-corporate-social-responsibility/
https://www.smartsimple.com/blog/2019/3/29/a-brief-history-of-csr
https://www.nbs.net/articles/corporate-sustainability-meaning-examples-and-importan
ce
https://walterschindler.com/3-pillars-of-corporate-sustainability/
https://walterschindler.com/3-pillars-of-corporate-sustainability/
https://www.investopedia.com/articles/investing/100515/three-pillars-corporate-sustain
ability.asp

Current Situation

Despite the world s̓ accelerating urgency for drastic environmental action, many
industries continue to stand by business practices that destroy the environment. These
practices lead to excess greenhouse gas emissions, overproduction of valuable
materials, and water pollution. Therefore, environmentally sustainable business
practices must be implemented in order to reduce the impacts of climate change.

Agricultural Industry

The modern agricultural industry is now one of the leading contributors to climate
change. Nearly a quarter of global greenhouse gas emissions have been caused by
agriculture and forestry. Entire ecosystems are o�en destroyed to clear space for
farmland. Not only does this eradicate forests that help remove greenhouse gases from
the atmosphere, but it also leads to the extinction of many species. A�er the land is
cleared, the soil is applied with copious amounts of artificial fertilizers, herbicides, and
pesticides. These chemicals end up being released into the atmosphere, polluting soils,
waterways, and ecosystems. Once farm produce is grown and harvested, the
transportation of this produce across the globe also contributes to climate change.

More specifically, animal agriculture and meat production has had extreme
environmental impacts. Meat and dairy industries create 14.5% of man-made
emissions. The waste that animals produce contains methane gas, a potent greenhouse
gas that is extremely destructive to the environment. Producing animal products also
takes up  one-third of the world s̓ water supply. To put this into perspective, a
meat-based diet requires 4000 gallons of water per day, compared to the 300 gallons of

https://www.bdc.ca/en/articles-tools/entrepreneur-toolkit/templates-business-guides/glossary/corporate-social-responsibility
https://www.bdc.ca/en/articles-tools/entrepreneur-toolkit/templates-business-guides/glossary/corporate-social-responsibility
https://www.thomasnet.com/insights/history-of-corporate-social-responsibility/
https://www.smartsimple.com/blog/2019/3/29/a-brief-history-of-csr
https://www.nbs.net/articles/corporate-sustainability-meaning-examples-and-importance
https://www.nbs.net/articles/corporate-sustainability-meaning-examples-and-importance
https://walterschindler.com/3-pillars-of-corporate-sustainability/
https://walterschindler.com/3-pillars-of-corporate-sustainability/
https://www.investopedia.com/articles/investing/100515/three-pillars-corporate-sustainability.asp
https://www.investopedia.com/articles/investing/100515/three-pillars-corporate-sustainability.asp


OakridgeMUN III - UNEP Backgrounder A

water required each day for a vegan. Not only do animals suffer immense cruelty
through factory farming, this intensive agriculture that was designed to maximise meat
production at lower costs creates large amounts of pollution. On the other hand,
organic farming uses less chemicals and reduces emissions.
Similarly, the fishing industry has many negative impacts on the marine environment.
According to the UN, 95% of global ocean damage is caused by bottom trawling; a
fishing technique that damages species on the ocean floor and reduces the sizes of fish
populations. Although meat corporations and fishing industries make significant
contributions to the worlds' economy, benefitting international trade and providing
jobs for millions of people, a sustainable balance between meat consumption and meat
production must be achieved to reduce environmental impacts.

Business Brands

With their immense influence over consumers and their ability to drive policy change,
business corporations have integral leadership responsibilities when it comes to
climate change demands. However, many companies do not take full accountability for
their actions or follow through with their promises. Since 1988, 100 companies have
been responsible for 71% of global emissions. Big names like Costco and Netflix have
stated that they are against climate change, but have not provided any emission
reduction goals. Technology companies, such as Microso� and Google, have
accomplished their emission reduction goals, but more sophisticated technological
development is required to help them fulfill their more ambitious targets. The largest
progress has been made among companies that use emission-based data and
transparency to set their targets. A report by The Science Based Targets Initiative stated
that 338 large companies across the globe set ambitious targets using climate science,
and they have successfully reduced their emissions by 25 percent. In order to reduce
their emissions, businesses must accurately gauge the amount of greenhouse gases that
the production and consumption of their products will cause, and find cleaner energy
sources without causing a significant reduction to their profit.

The fashion industry has always been a leading business that has become increasingly
prominent among younger generations. As the second largest polluter in the world, fast
fashion produces 10% of the worldsʼ carbon emissions through transportation and
manufacturing, and uses 200 tons of freshwater for every ton of dyed fabric. These
synthetic textiles take hundreds of years to biodegrade, with 85% of them being wasted
each year. Environmentally sustainable textile alternatives should be implemented
across all fashion businesses, and brands should work to raise awareness about the
impacts of unsustainable fashion.
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Coal, Oil, and Manufacturing Industries

Coal is responsible for 46% of global emissions, due to its mining, preparation, and
transport. Various coal mining practices cause acid mine drainage, which is the outflow
of acidic water that can end up polluting clean rivers. Coal-fired power plants create
large amounts of air pollution, and the practice of surface mining also leads to drastic
landscape and habitat damage. Recently, the oil industry has been practicing a method
called fracking to drill into the earth and use chemicals to extract oil and natural gas.
This practice, though a revolutionary invention, contaminates water supplies and
damages rural landscapes.
Coal and oil are natural gases that are used to fuel factories. Factories that manufacture
metals, chemical solvents, plastics, and minerals create major ground-level ozone
production and generate carbon dioxide. Power plants and industrial facilities also
greatly contribute to carbon emissions. In total, the manufacturing sector produces
30% of emissions through their production practices and electricity use.

Shipping

Many businesses struggle to reduce their climate impacts due to their high shipping
rates.  Over 90% of global trade is transported through shipping, which currently causes
about 3% of global carbon emissions. However, this is predicted to increase to a total of
10% by 2050. While air shipping is the fastest mode of transport, it also has the largest
carbon footprint. Major companies such as Amazon have an immense carbon footprint
due to their high delivery rates, as do international food importers and fast fashion
industries. However, many existing fuel alternatives have commercial and technical
limitations, which is why  industry leaders claim that there are not enough economic
incentives to fund sustainable transportation.

Business Practices Across The World

China produces more carbon emissions than any other country in the world. This is
due to the large volumes of coal that the nation burns through their industrial power
plants and steel manufacturing industry. China is one of the largest oil importers, and
produces emissions through their massive use and production of motor vehicles. The
country s̓ rice cultivation practices also produce agriculture-related emissions. As one
of the most developed countries in the world, the United States emits large amounts of
carbon through their transportation and power generation industries. One-third of
Americas̓ carbon emissions are caused by coal power plants, and their agricultural
industry produces 10% of their emissions.

India is now the third largest contributor of carbon emissions, due to their coal
production, power plants, and farming. These unsustainable practices have intensified
in order to fuel the nationsʼ goal of an urban, industrialized economy.
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On the other hand, Denmark has been an innovative leader in the battle against climate
change. They have set an example for other nations through their strategies of
sustainable food production, renewable energy solutions, and transportation
developments. Belgium has also taken significant action by developing a circular
economy, and shutting down their coal-fired power plants.

Obstacles and Challenges

The main reason why businesses are reluctant to alter their practices significantly are
the resulting financial impacts. Coming up with  entirely new production and
distribution methods and investing in the use of sustainable materials requires large
costs. Businesses are not always willing to spend these huge amounts, as this can take
away from essential business funds and might damage the quality of a company s̓
product. Businesses that do invest in environmentally sustainable practices usually
have to raise the price of their products, which may lead to the loss of customers who
are not willing to pay higher prices.

Developed countries usually create the greatest environmental damage. Although they
may have the financial means to increase their sustainability, many nations are not
willing to take the risks of impacting their economy. On the other hand, developing
countries who are already struggling to build up their economies and establish their
business sectors find it much more challenging to make additional sustainability
investments.

There have been some government regulations set in place to encourage more
sustainable business practices, but many governments fail to establish strict, clear
regulations due to the fear of impacting their economy and profit. Implementing
regulations that are both financially and environmentally sustainable for the entire
global market is challenging because regulations vary depending on each country and
industrial sector. There is a lack of collaboration and cohesiveness across business
sectors when implementing these policies.

Reducing the consumption of unsustainable products amongst citizens would positively
impact the environment; however, it may lead to adverse ramifications for companies
by reducing their profits. On the other hand, if companies reduce the production of
their unsustainable products, they risk failing to meet the demands of their full
consumer range.

Another issue is that many countries and industries do not have efficient methods of
tracking their sustainability progress. Without reliable, scientific data where progress is
regularly updated, companies will not be able to set legitimate climate goals and follow
through with them.
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Future Impacts

If industries do not take drastic measures to transition to more sustainable business
practices, it will have dire impacts on our environment in the future. The
environmental impact of the meat industry is expected to drastically increase in the
next few years due to the growth of populations and luxurious consumption. This
increased demand for agriculture will create pressure on the food supply system and
jeopardize our land, water, and energy supplies. With the increased awareness for
environmental sustainability, brands who demonstrate an unwillingness to change will
potentially lose profits due to backlash from customers. Since corporations are one of
the main causes of carbon emissions, failing to implement sustainable practices across
the world within the next decade may lead to irreversible climate damage. Rising sea
levels could affect 1 billion people by 2050, the arctic could be ice free in the summers,
plants and animals could lose more than half of their habitats, and heat waves could
affect billions of people across the globe. These are but a few of the grave dangers that
humanity will face if profound climate action is not taken, beginning with the
implementation of sustainable corporate policies across the world.

Australia accounts for 60% of the global trade of crocodile skins, two-thirds of which
come from the Northern Territory. In 2020, the high-end French fashion brand Hermès
planned to build one of Australia s̓ biggest crocodile farms in the Northern Territory
that would hold up to 50,000 saltwater crocodiles to be turned into luxury goods such as
handbags and shoes.

Case Study

Hermès Crocodile Farm

Australia accounts for 60% of the global trade of crocodile skins, two-thirds of which
come from the Northern Territory. In 2020, the high-end French fashion brand Hermès
planned to build one of Australia s̓ biggest crocodile farms in the Northern Territory
that would hold up to 50,000 saltwater crocodiles to be turned into luxury goods such as
handbags and shoes.

As exotic skins are falling out of fashion. Chanel, Tommy Hilfiger, Calvin Klein,
Mulberry, HUGO BOSS, and Victoria Beckham have all banned crocodile and other
exotic skins from their collections. Hermès s̓ proposal has come under fire from animal
welfare groups, who believe the brand should move away from using exotic animal
skins on cruelty grounds. Advocates are mostly concerned about the welfare of the
crocodiles, saying that farming animals for luxury goods was “no longer fashionable.”
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A 2019 corporate social responsibility report from Hermès showed the company owned
three crocodile farms and “two hide processing and inspection sites” in Australia. The
report said all the company s̓ crocodile farms were signed up to a best practices charter,
and the company had worked across the industry to improve animal welfare standards,
reviewed by a crocodile group at the International Union for Conservation of Nature.

Hermès even has an animal welfare policy which states: “The group has defined and
implemented a very strict, science-based, animal welfare policy. This applies within its
direct sphere of responsibility as well as for its external partners, with a specific
supply-chain based approach.”

However, footage captured in NT crocodile farms suggests otherwise. Despite having a
natural lifespan of 70 years old, crocodiles in these farms are brutally slaughtered at
just 2-3 years old. Crocodiles are also kept crowded together in highly unhygienic
conditions. sometimes even one on top of another in pits of putrid water. Crocodile
farms create a breeding ground for many zoonotic pathogens, including salmonella, E
coli, trichinella, and West Nile virus, all of which can be passed on to humans.
Critically, conservation experts have warned that the next pandemic could very well
come from the fashion industry.

To put the cruelty into perspective, up to four crocodiles are required to make just one
Hermès Birkin bag. These bags can sell for hundreds of thousands of dollars, catering
for the richest 1% of the world. And with so many sustainable and animal friendly
alternatives available, animal welfare groups believe that fashion houses should not be
harming animals in the production of their clothing and accessories. Groups such as
the Kindness Project are asking for an end to Hermès crocodile cruelty, demanding
they #dropcroc from their collections, in favour of protecting precious wildlife from
cruelty and suffering.

https://www.peta.org.au/news/australian-crocodile-skins-industry-exposed/
https://www.kindnessproject.org.au/campaigns/hermes-crocodile-cruelty-exposed/
https://www.farmtransparency.org/campaigns/crocodile-farming-cruelty
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/nov/15/australian-farm-to-hold-50000-
crocodiles-for-luxury-hermes-goods-questioned-by-animal-welfare-groups
https://www.livekindly.co/10-designer-brands-vegan-eco-friendly-ethical/

Ducks on Rice Paddies

As pollution from farmland is becoming increasingly detrimental to our environment,
Thailands̓ traditional integrated rice-duck farming system might just be a solution to
ending the use of chemicals in agriculture.

https://www.peta.org.au/news/australian-crocodile-skins-industry-exposed/
https://www.kindnessproject.org.au/campaigns/hermes-crocodile-cruelty-exposed/
https://www.farmtransparency.org/campaigns/crocodile-farming-cruelty
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/nov/15/australian-farm-to-hold-50000-crocodiles-for-luxury-hermes-goods-questioned-by-animal-welfare-groups
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/nov/15/australian-farm-to-hold-50000-crocodiles-for-luxury-hermes-goods-questioned-by-animal-welfare-groups
https://www.livekindly.co/10-designer-brands-vegan-eco-friendly-ethical/
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These ducks, called "field chasing ducks,” are o�en a breed called Khaki Campbell.
When they're 20 days old, ducks are allowed into the fields to graze in large herds as
they move from farm to farm. The young ducks are raised this way until they're around
five to six months old, when they'll return to the breeder's farm to lay eggs for a few
years or to be sold as meat.

The ducks rid the farms of pests, such as cherry snails, apple snails, weeds and other
tiny pests. They also help farmers eliminate the remains of unwanted rice husks that
remain in the field from the last harvest. In turn, farmers can also cut down on
spendings as they no longer have to purchase as many nutrients for the ducks.

Aside from acting as a pesticide, ducks also help plough the field by stepping on the rice
stubble to flatten the ground. This reduces the use of automation on farms, minimizing
pollution and spendings.

https://www.businessinsider.com/thailand-farmers-field-chasing-ducks-rice-paddies-20
20-10
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-09-16/ducks-clean-pests-from-rice-paddies-in-thaila
nd/12668428
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-thailand-ducks-idUKKBN26611E

Lab-Grown Fish Maw

According to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), more
than 30% of seafood is being fished at biologically unsustainable levels. Massive
quantities of unwanted fish and other creatures like sea turtles and dolphins are
accidentally captured while fishing for species meant for human consumption.

The consumption of fish maw has had especially devastating ripple effects on the
marine ecosystem. The swim bladder of the totoaba fish, native to Mexico, is especially
prized. It has the nickname “cocaine of the sea” for its astronomical prices. Totoaba
fishing was banned in 1975, but illegal gillnets are still common. In Asian cuisine, fish
maw is considered one of the “four treasures” of Chinese cooking. (The others are
abalone, sea cucumber and shark s̓ fin, the consumption of which has caused shark
populations around the globe to plummet).

However, amid the overfishing crisis, Avant Meats might just have the solution to help
relieve the pressure that growing demand for rare delicacies has put on ocean habitats
all over the world.

https://www.businessinsider.com/thailand-farmers-field-chasing-ducks-rice-paddies-2020-10
https://www.businessinsider.com/thailand-farmers-field-chasing-ducks-rice-paddies-2020-10
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-09-16/ducks-clean-pests-from-rice-paddies-in-thailand/12668428
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-09-16/ducks-clean-pests-from-rice-paddies-in-thailand/12668428
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-thailand-ducks-idUKKBN26611E
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Avant Meats is a food tech company based in Hong Kong whose motto is, “Gratify
without sacrifice.” The company produces high-quality and sustainable fish and seafood
products using cell technology.

Its co-founder, Carrie Chan, believes that cell-based fish is an answer to the growing
demand and diminishing fish stocks worldwide. With Dr. Mario Chin, an experienced
bio-entrepreneur, they are developing fish cells in a lab for human consumption. While
the team is working on different fish cell types, it has strategically chosen a culturally
significant Chinese delicacy as their first product to market: fish maw.

Fish maw itself doesnʼt have a strong flavour. Instead, it tends to pick up the flavours it s̓
cooked in. The lab-grown dish maw tastes very similar to natural fish maw. It has a
spongy, chewy texture, but when eaten, it doesnʼt yet have the kind of stickiness the real
ones do.

Carrie believes that reproducing fish cellularly is vital to ensuring we all have clean
oceans in the future. Though fish maw is just one membrane of a fish, it has a
highly-prized market with o�en endangered fish caught for this use every year.
Cell-based seafood can help minimize the impact of overfishing and consumer
demands that reduce fish populations, ultimately providing cleaner, safer,
micro-plastic-free seafood.

https://time.com/6097312/lab-grown-fish-maw-avant-meats/
https://evolve.ag/avant-meats
https://vegconomist.com/interviews/avant-meats-our-products-are-a-pragmatic-way-for
-people-to-reduce-harm-to-animals-and-the-environment/

Past Actions

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), also known as the Global Goals, were
adopted by the United Nations in 2015 as a universal call to action to end poverty,
protect the planet, and ensure that by 2030 all people enjoy peace and prosperity.

There are 17 SDGs in total, all recognizing that development must balance social,
economic and environmental sustainability. The SDGs are designed to end poverty,
hunger, AIDS, and discrimination against women and girls.

https://time.com/6097312/lab-grown-fish-maw-avant-meats/
https://evolve.ag/avant-meats
https://vegconomist.com/interviews/avant-meats-our-products-are-a-pragmatic-way-for-people-to-reduce-harm-to-animals-and-the-environment/
https://vegconomist.com/interviews/avant-meats-our-products-are-a-pragmatic-way-for-people-to-reduce-harm-to-animals-and-the-environment/


OakridgeMUN III - UNEP Backgrounder A

Goal 12: Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns

Worldwide consumption and production — a driving force of the global economy —
depends heavily on the use of the natural environment and resources in a way that
continues to have destructive impacts on the planet.
SDG 12 encourages more sustainable consumption and production patterns through
various measures, such as specific policies and international agreements on managing
materials that are toxic to the environment.

On July 7th 2021, UNEP launched an SDG 12 Hub, which will provide visualization and
coordination across SDG 12. The SDG 12 Hub consolidates and visualizes the results of
national reporting on SDG 12 indicators, making these publicly available and allowing
Member States to browse progress on SDG 12 by individual targets or by country.

UNEP Sustainable consumption and production policies

Sustainable consumption and production (SCP) is about doing more and better with
less. It also focuses on decoupling economic growth from environmental degradation,
increasing resource efficiency and promoting sustainable lifestyles.

SCP is a holistic approach for systemic change built around three main objectives:

1) Decoupling environmental degradation from economic growth.
Increasing net welfare gains from economic activities by reducing resource use,
degradation and pollution along the whole life cycle while improving quality of
life.

2) Applying life cycle thinking.
Increasing the sustainable management of resources and achieving resource
efficiency along lifecyclesʼ production and consumption phases.

3) Sizing opportunities for developing countries and “leapfrogging.”
For developing countries, SCP offers opportunities such as creating new
markets, green and decent jobs, and more efficient, welfare-generating natural
resource management.

Recently, UNEP developed the SCP Hotspots Analysis Tool (SCP-HAT), an online
application with data on the environmental and socio-economic performance of 171
countries over the last 25 years. It allows countries to quickly identify and analyze
hotspots at the country and sector level and provides key country information in the
context of the most relevant policy questions.

https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/sustainable-development-goals/why-do-sustainabl
e-development-goals-matter/goal-12

https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/sustainable-development-goals/why-do-sustainable-development-goals-matter/goal-12
https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/sustainable-development-goals/why-do-sustainable-development-goals-matter/goal-12
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https://sdg12hub.org/
https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/resource-efficiency/what-we-do/sustainable-consu
mption-and-production-policies

Bloc Positions

Developing Countries

Developing countries that have struggling economies are unable to take significant
environmental action due to their financial challenges. Countries such as India,
Nigeria, Ghana, Ivory Coast, Uganda, Kenya, Bangladesh, and Congo are already
working hard to secure their economies and cannot afford to prioritize environmental
sustainability. This is because institutional capacity, sophisticated technology, finances,
and adequate resources are limited in the world s̓ most vulnerable regions. India, for
example, is now the third largest contributor of carbon emissions because of their
increase in coal production and farming practices. These industries have intentionally
expanded to fuel the nations̓ goal of an urban, industrialized economy and to li� its
citizens out of poverty. Similarly, despite their easy access to natural resources, African
and South Asian countries are still heavily dependent on agricultural production for
their livelihoods and finances. Using their limited finances to invest in environmentally
sustainable practices could potentially lead to a rise in product prices, which the
impoverished citizens would not be able to afford. It could also reduce industrial
production rates, which would impact the jobs of billions of citizens who work in these
industrial sectors. While developing countries are the most vulnerable to the effects of
climate change, rapid economic growth remains a critical goal for these nations.
Therefore, these countries must seek aid from developed nations to implement policies
that move away from such carbon-intensive industries and ensure an environmentally
sustainable future for all nations.

Countries With Powerful Industrial Practices

Countries such as China, America, Japan, and Russia have contributed to 79% of global
carbon emissions due to the economic success of their industries and corporations.
While these countries may have the financial means to change, drastic environmental
transitions could potentially harm  their prosperous economies. China, for example,
produces more carbon emissions than any other country in the world due to its
industrial power plants, steel manufacturing industry, and mass oil imports. The
United States also emits large amounts of carbon through their transportation, power
generation, and agricultural industries. However, these industries are the main reasons
that both nations have become such powerful economic leaders. The manufacturing
sectors in China, America, and Russia make up significant percentages of their

https://sdg12hub.org/
https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/resource-efficiency/what-we-do/sustainable-consumption-and-production-policies
https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/resource-efficiency/what-we-do/sustainable-consumption-and-production-policies
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governmentsʼ GDPs, helping to provide employment and eradicate poverty amongst
millions of citizens. Productivity within other aspects of these countriesʼ economies is
also a direct result of their manufacturing industries, which produce much of their
agricultural equipment and electrical technology.

Developed Countries That Have Made Environmental Change:

Developed countries have been able to minimize the adverse effects of climate change
due to natural advantage, high adaptation techniques, advanced technology,
mechanized agricultural systems, and wealth status. For example, countries such as
Austria, Australia, Netherlands, Canada, Switzerland, Denmark, Finland, Sweden,
Norway, and New Zealand,
were found to be most prepared to adapt to climate change. Denmark set an example
for other nations through its strategies of sustainable food production, renewable
energy solutions, and transportation developments. Belgium has also taken significant
action by developing a circular economy and shutting down their coal-fired power
plants. Developed countries such as Canada and nations within Europe have invested
the largest amounts of funds in aiding climate action in developing countries. They
have also heavily tightened their own environmental regulations, making them most
likely to implement drastic changes within their industrial sectors.

Guiding Questions

1. What is your country s̓ stance on the topic? Are they taking accountability and
strengthening laws regarding the unsustainable practices of corporations?

2. What are the biggest industries by revenue in your country? Are these
corporations ethical and eco-friendly?

3. What are the consequences to corporations that undergo unsustainable
practices?

4. Are your country s̓ labour laws ethical and sustainable? If not, how can it be
changed?

5. What can your country do to incentivize corporations to improve their corporate
social responsibility?
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Further Research

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2008/12/081209125931.htm

Resource on how developing countries can afford to implement environmentally
sustainable technologies while developing their technology.

https://climate.mit.edu/ask-mit/why-arent-we-looking-more-hydropower

An article on the benefits of using hydropower energy as a major global energy source.

https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/what-is-the-environmental-impact-of-the-fishing-i
ndustry.html

This site expands on the environmental impacts of the fishing industry and describes
unsustainable fishing techniques.

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/economy/making-sense/4-reasons-its-hard-to-become-a
-sustainable-business

A list of struggles that industries and businesses may face when transitioning to more
sustainable targets.

https://www.enbridge.com/energy-matters/energy-school/geothermal

This is a great resource to better understand how geothermal energy works and which
countries have the easiest access to it.

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2008/12/081209125931.htm
https://climate.mit.edu/ask-mit/why-arent-we-looking-more-hydropower
https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/what-is-the-environmental-impact-of-the-fishing-industry.html
https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/what-is-the-environmental-impact-of-the-fishing-industry.html
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/economy/making-sense/4-reasons-its-hard-to-become-a-sustainable-business
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/economy/making-sense/4-reasons-its-hard-to-become-a-sustainable-business
https://www.enbridge.com/energy-matters/energy-school/geothermal
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