
 



OakridgeMUN II - UNSC Topic 2 Backgrounder 

 

Directorʼs Letter 
 
Welcome to the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) at Oakridge Model United 
Nations II! My name is Emily Heyler and I am ecstatic to be serving as your Director for 
this committee. Staffing alongside myself will be your Chair, Taric Somani, and your 
Assistant Director, Jimmy Wang. The three of us look forward to watching the 
committee engage in exciting debate on two extremely important topics and 
collaborate to find long lasting solutions.  
 
Model UN has held a strong presence in developing my devotion and knowledge for 
global affairs, and diplomacy around the world. Model UN has not only caused my 
world views to be challenged, but it has also helped me develop new insight to different 
countries' views on important issues. Moreover, the people I have met and the 
excellent memories I have gained through attending conferences can only be 
described as a life-changing experience. I am always in awe of the creative and 
effective solutions delegates are able to come up with during a conference, and I 
guarantee that this committee will continue to impress me as well. 
 
As delegates, you will not only broaden your understanding of world politics but 
engage with other delegates in a meaningful manner. The two topics for this 
committee have meaningful influence over the future of our globe and your 
engagement in the topic will lead to your success in the committee. The issues of the 
Persian Gulf Crisis and the Anglophone Crisis (Cameroon Civil War), will require you 
to put much thought into the country you are representing. I encourage all of you to 
research your countryʼs position on these topics extensively and come prepared to 
represent the opinion of your nation. 
 
Once again, I welcome you to the United Nations Security Council and look forward to 
a weekend of diplomacy, leadership, productive debate, and the creation of long 
lasting solutions for the global community. If you have any questions regarding the 
backgrounder, topics, committee, or Model UN in general, please do not hesitate to 
contact the dais at unsc@oakridgemun.com. Furthermore, if you would like to be 
considered for an award, please send your position paper to the respective email, by 
March 12th. We look forward to meeting all of you in March! 
 
Best Regards,  
Emily Heyler,  
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Director | United Nations Security Council  
Committee Introduction 
 
The United Nations Security Council is one of the six 
principal organs of the United Nations, founded in 1945 
due to World War II. The committee is primarily 
responsible for the maintenance of international peace 
and security. It was one of the initial UN organs 
established by the United Nations Charter of 1945, and 
first met in 1946. The Council was primarily founded as 
a result of the failure of the League of Nations, whether 
that be it failed to maintain global peace as a result of 
the lack of recognition or the ability to impose binding 
resolutions on its members. As a result of this, Article V, 
of the charter highlights what the mission of the UNSC, which is for, “the maintenance 
of international peace and security, and agree that in carrying out its duties under this 
responsibility the Security Council acts on their behalf.” (Article V. 24).  
 
The Council was founded by the allied powers, which consists of the United States of 
America, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, the Peopleʼs Republic of China, and France. Currently, these powers are 
permanent members of the UNSC, and have veto power; which means that any 
resolution can be vetoed by any permanent member. The other ten members on the 
council exist on rotation, where each member gets a seat in the organ for two years.  
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Topic Overview 
 
The Anglophone crisis is an ongoing armed conflict in Cameroon between the English 
Anglophone regions and the French majority. The Anglophones of Cameroon felt 
marginalized by the domination of French in courts and schools, presenting a series of 
sectoral complaints in 2016 that eventually turned into political demands, leading to 
protests which were met with teargas from the police. In September 2017, separatists 
in the Anglophone regions declared the independence of Ambazonia and began 
fighting back against the Government of Cameroon, which resulted in a civil war 1.  
 
Starting as a low-scale insurgency, the conflict spread to most parts of the Anglophone 
regions within a year. As of 2021, the war has killed approximately 3000 people and 
caused more than half a million people to flee their homes, with gunfights unabated2. 
The crisis has already limited the trade of goods and many locals are struggling for 
access to food and essential healthcare. If the crisis remains unsolved, it may bring 
instability to an already unstable region and cause detrimental consequences.  
 
  

1 www.dw.com/en/cameroons-escalating-anglophone-crisis-shows-little-sign-of-abating/a-53906409. 
2 www.crisisgroup.org/africa/central-africa/cameroon/250-cameroons-anglophone-crisis-crossroads. 
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Historical Analysis 
 

Cameroon history is one plagued from the eras of colonialism and the failure of 
independence. In 1884, Germany claimed the region and formed the colony of 
Kamerun 3. With the defeat of Germany in World War I, Kamerunʼs territories were 
shared between the United Kingdoms and France, beginning a period of British rule in 
two small portions and French rule in the remainder3. The British territory consisted of 
a strip of land by the Benue River along the eastern border of Nigeria, making up what 
is now considered the Anglophone regions of Cameroon. This was a period of neglect, 
and coupled with the influx of many Nigerians, caused resentment from the native 
population.  

 
In contrast, the French territory had an administration based on those of other French 
colonies in Africa. Greater agricultural development took place, but the territory was 
also less democratic due to nationalist movements which challenged the French 
presence 4. Nevertheless, at independence, French Cameroon had a much higher GDP 
per capita, education level, better healthcare, and better infrastructure when 
compared to British Cameroon5. This has led to inequality and tensions among the 
French and English speaking population. 

 
The process leading to the reunification of Cameroon is at the heart of the Anglophone 
crisis. After the French territory gained independence in 1960, the British territories 
shortly followed suit in 1961 6. At the time, the political landscape in Southern 
Cameroon was already dynamic. The majority of the population wished for 
independence, but the UK and other developing countries were against the idea, 
refuting that the micro state of Southern Cameroon would not be economically viable. 
The UN therefore excluded the independence option and Southern Cameroon chose to 
join the Republic of Cameroon7. Representatives of Southern Cameroon and the then 
president of the Republic of Cameroon, Amadou Ahidjo, met at Foumban in July 1961 
to negotiate terms of reunification. The failure to keep the promises made at the 
Foumban conference, which itself did not produce a written agreement, is among 
another contributing factor to the Anglophone crisis.  

3 www.britannica.com/place/Cameroon/German-Kamerun-1884-1916 
4 www.crisisgroup.org/africa/central-africa/cameroon/250-cameroons-anglophone-crisis-crossroads 
5 www.britannica.com/place/Cameroon/German-Kamerun-1884-1916 
6 web.archive.org/web/20121027131756/http://www.cameroon50.cm/en/history-and-presentation/167-tutelle-a- 
independance.html 
7 www.crisisgroup.org/africa/central-africa/cameroon/250-cameroons-anglophone-crisis-crossroads 
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Even more, the Anglophone representatives thought they would draft a constitution 
guaranteeing a large degree of autonomy to the states, only to realize Ahido had 
already given broad power to the federal government7. In the years to come, continued 
centralization and the Anglophone regionʼs loss of political strength at a national level 
has only worsened the tensions in Cameroon, leading to riots, clashes, and the recent 
militarization in the region.  
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Timeline  
 
1 January, 1960 - French Cameroon is granted independence and it becomes the 
Republic of Cameroon with Ahidjo as President. British Cameroon was given 
independence in 1961, where it was divided between Cameroon and Nigeria8.  
 
1998 - In 1998, Cameroon was classed as the most corrupt country in the world by 
business monitor Transparency International. However the Catholic Church in 
Cameroon denounces this type of corruption9. 
 
October, 2001 - There begins to be a growth in tension between the government and 
separatists lobbying on behalf of the country's five million English-speakers. Unrest 
results in three deaths, several arrests 10.  
 
October, 2002 - The International Court of Justice ruled to give sovereignty of the 
oil-rich Bakassi Peninsula to Cameroon. But Nigeria, whose forces occupy the area, 
rejects the ruling 10. 
 
June, 2006 - Nigeria agrees to withdraw its troops from the Bakassi Peninsula, in order 
to attempt to settle the long tension of the border with Cameroon. Despite this, 
suspected Nigerian militants killed 21 Cameroon soldiers in Bakassi Peninsula 11. 

 
February, 2008 - There is a countrywide transportation strike, in order to protest fuel 
cost, which turns into many anti-government demonstrations in the capital, Yaounde, 
leaving at least 17 dead. In April of that same year, the Cameroon Parliament amends 
the constitution to allow President Biya to run for a third term in 2011. The people 
against this move, condemns it as a "constitutional coup”12. 
 
October, 2011 - President Paul Biyaʼs legitimacy as President of Cameroon is 
questioned by the opposition. He ultimately wins a landslide re-election as president, 
officially taking 78% of the vote.  
 

8 www.transparency.org/en/press/1998-corruption-perceptions-index 
9 www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-13148483 
10 www.reuters.com/article/idUSL1382294 
 
11 www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-13148483 
12 www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-13148483 
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February, 2013 - A French family is kidnapped by the terrorist group Boko Haram near 
the border of Nigeria, and is released two months later13. About a year later, Cameron 
deployed 1,000 troops to the border of Northern Nigeria to fight the rising threat of 
kidnappings and incursions by Boko Haram 14. 
 
January, 2015 - The nation of Chad pledges military support for the country of 
Cameroon against Boko Haram15.  
 
November, 2016 - In November of 2016, violent protests against the imposition of 
French in Anglophone parts of Cameroon16.  
 
October, 2018 - The Cameroon President Paul Biya wins a seventh term in a vote that is 
marked with extremely low turnout and voter intimidation 17.  
 
  

13 www.theguardian.com/world/2013/apr/19/french-family-kidnapped-cameroon-freed 
14 www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-13148483 
15www.reuters.com/article/us-nigeria-violence-cameroon/african-nations-pledge-8700-for-anti-boko-haram-force-id
USKBN0LB0S020150207 
16 www.reuters.com/article/us-cameroon-protests/trial-over-cameroons-anglophone-protests-exposes-national- 
divide-idUSKBN15S1UH 
17 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-13148483 
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Current Situation 
 
The current situation of the Anglophone crisis is quite bleak with no near end in sight. 
The Anglophone regions of Cameroon have been engulfed in unrest since late 2016, 
facing a multitude of problems from armed groups and government forces, both of 
which have committed many human rights abuses across the nation18. The United 
Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) in response expressed its deep concerns 
about the human rights violations happening in the region. The regime has been 
oppressing freedoms including: expression, association, and assembly, which 
continued to be affected after President Paul Biya won his seventh election18. 
 
Violence intensified in the Anglophone regions as government forces conducted 
large-scale security operations and separistis carried out sophisticated attacks. Over 
3,000 civilians and hundreds of personnels have been killed since 2016. The unrest has 
led to the displacement of over half a million people, and when combined with threats 
from the Islamist armed group Boko Haram, which carried out over 100 attacks in the 
Anglophone regions since January 2019, have displaced an additional 270,000 since 
2014. This has led to the rise of vigilantism in Cameroon18 and forced over 35,000 to 
seek refuge in Nigeria19. The displaced, majority of which are women and children, 
have faced hardship in both countries, with many local resources, including food, 
water, basic healthcare and sanitation, urgently strained.  
 
Since the resurgence of the Anglophone crisis in 2016, armed separatists have killed, 
tortured, assaulted and kidnapped hundreds of people, many of which are students 
and teachers 20. In response to the increasing attacks by separatist groups, security 
forces have killed and possibly raped scores of people, burned hundreds of properties 
in the Anglophone regions and tortured many suspected separatists in detention. The 
Cameroon government has also increased political opposition crackdown, with the 
Cameroon security forces have used excessive force to stop demonstrations by the 
MRC, the main opposition party in Cameroon currently 20. This has limited the 
resolvement of the crisis, with current Cameroon officials hesitant to engage in 
dialogue and unable to act on the resolvement of the Anglophone crisis.  
 
  

18 www.hrw.org/world-report/2020/country-chapters/cameroon 
19 www.unhcr.org/news/stories/2019/5/5cdbd9f74/displaced-cameroonians-struggle-nigeria.html 
20 www.hrw.org/world-report/2020/country-chapters/cameroon 
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UN Involvements  
 
In 2019, the United Nations warned that “Cameroon has become one of the 
fastest-growing displacement crises in Africa, and that the security and humanitarian 
situations are deteriorating and risk spiraling out of control.” 21 Despite this warning 
from the UN, the crisis has hardly any International Involvement due to the 
unwillingness to interfere in a sovereign state's domestic affairs. Most of the time, 
countries have taken an indecisive approach to comment on Cameroon's crisis, 
commending both sides of the conflict, yet there are no harsh consequences. Which 
often causes this conflict to carry on without severe sanctions or other penalties. 
 
Likewise, the United Nations has taken little to no action to stop the crisis and is 
sticking with the current status quo of International Involvement. Despite the 
governmentʼs failure to protect their constituents from violations and abuses of human 
rights, the nation was elected to the UN Human Rights Council. The UN did nothing to 
terminate their seat on the council. Furthermore, although the United Nations did 
discuss the crisis, they did not take any direct action. The lack of action was shown 
when the UNʼs Special Representatives on Children and Armed Conflict, Sexual 
Violence in Conflict, and Violence Against Children, issued a joint statement 
addressing the human rights abuses committed against civilians. 22Despite all these 
statements, nothing has changed in the region. There is still a president who involved 
himself in a “constitutional coup,” and there is still a humanitarian crisis and murders 
of innocent civilians every single day by separatist groups. 23 
 
  

21 www.voanews.com/africa/un-warns-crisis-anglophone-cameroon-worsening  
22 https://www.globalr2p.org/countries/cameroon/  
23 https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/05/13/un-shine-spotlight-brutality-cameroon  
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Sustainable Development Goals24 
 
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development has the overarching goal to ''leave'' no 
global citizen behind. However, according to a new report from the International 
Rescue Committee (IRC) and the Overseas Development Institute (ODI), "millions of 
''people caught in crisis'' – people living in conflict, and who are displaced within their 
own countries or across borders – are being left behind."25 However, the goal that the 
ODI seeks to achieve will be challenging for Cameroon to achieve. Not only is there a 
crisis regarding the relationship between the Biya administration and the Anglophone 
groups, but there is also a humanitarian crisis, which has a strained health system and 
scarce resources. With this fact, the UN will have difficulty achieving SDGs such as 
Goal Two and Four.  

 
Firstly, Cameroon faces severe difficulties in achieving Sustainable Development Goal 
Two, achieving “zero hunger and eradicating malnutrition by 2030.”26 The nation will 
have a more challenging time achieving this goal because about thirty-nine percent 27 
of the nation's population lives in poverty. With this shocking statistic, frequently 
during the conflict, such as Cameroon's one, rule regions get overlooked. There is 
structural underdevelopment in the Northernmost and Eastern areas of the nation and 
increased flooding and droughts. These natural disasters cause people to have limited 
access to nutritious food. Although the United Nations attempts to help through 
organizations such as the: World Food Programme (WFP), they often fall short. With 
limited involvement from the Biya regime, the committee has to consider how much 
funding should be allocated to helping the nation achieve Sustainable Development 
Goal 2.  

 
Furthermore, Cameroon faces extreme difficulties in achieving Sustainable 
Development Goal Four, which is to “ensure inclusive and equitable quality education 
and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all.” However, this is not the case in 
Cameroon, and the nation will have a more challenging time achieving this goal 
because of the violence between government forces and Non-State Armed Groups 
(NSAGs).28  As a result of these attacks, United Nations agencies have estimated that 
“nearly 600,000 children have been prevented from going to school since late 2016, and 

24 https://sdgs.un.org/goals  
25 https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/28329Sara_Charles_document_2July_9Part2.pdf  
26 https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/hunger/  
27 https://www.wfp.org/countries/cameroon  
28 https://reliefweb.int/report/cameroon/baseline-research-education-crisis-anglophone-regions-cameroon  
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only 19 percent of primary and secondary schools are open across the North-West and 
South-West regions.” 29 Despite this, the Cameroon government announced its support 
of the Safe Schools Declaration, which protects education during an armed conflict. 30 
Painfully, more needs to be done by the government and the United Nations to achieve 
Sustainable Development Four to ensure that children can safely return to school. The 
committee has to find solutions to promote SDG 4 to ensure that all Anglophone Region 
children have access to quality education.  
 
  

29 https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/12/targeted-going-school-cameroon#  
30 https://www.regjeringen.no/globalassets/departementene/ud/vedlegg/utvikling/safe_schools_declaration.pdf  
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Bloc positions  
 
American Led Bloc 
 
The United States has formally accused the Cameroon government of carrying out 
target attacks in 2018 31. In February 2019, the United States announced the scaling back 
of its security assistance to Cameroon following many allegations that the Cameroon 
military carried out human right violations and possible war crimes. The assistance 
was originally aimed to prevent threats from Boko Haram and other terrorist groups 
from destabilizing the region. In October 2019, the United States announced to cut 
Cameroon privileges from the African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA) due to 
human rights abuses. During the conference, the American Bloc will have to convince 
other states into pressuring Cameroon to show greater transparency and cease all 
attacks on civilian targets for an appropriate resolution to the Anglophone conflict.  

 
The European Union 
 
In March 2019, the European Union condemned the persistent violence and human 
right abuses in the Anglophone regions of Cameroon, which have created an 
unacceptable number of victims and enormous damages. The EU also accused the 
Cameroon government for incitement through hate speech. In April 2019, the EU 
parliament passed a motion condemning human right violations in Southern 
Cameroon and called for an investigation of possible war crimes committed by 
Cameroon soldiers32. France33, Germany and Belgium have all called for a resolution 
through dialogue and reforms34. During the conference, the European Union will have 
to convince other non-neutral states to make compromises for a peaceful resolution, 
either through dialogue or reforms, to the Anglophone crisis.  
 
  

31www.africanews.com/2018/05/18/cameroon-army-employing-targeted-killings-us-tasks-biya-to-show-leadership/ 
32 www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/B-8-2019-0249_EN.html 
33www.reuters.com/article/us-cameroon-separatists-france/france-condemns-killings-in-cameroon-urges-dialogue-id
USKBN1FM1VL 

34 unpo.org/article/21219 
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The African Union  
 
The African Union has remained largely silent on the Anglophone Crisis until 2019. On 
July 27, 2019, AU Commission Chairperson urged both parties to engage in dialogue 
with a view to reach a political solution. He believed that Cameroonians should put 
national interest above any consideration, and welcomed the initiative taken by 
Switzerland to initiate dialogue. He also reaffirmed the AUʼs support for any initiative 
aimed at seeking lasting solutions to the Anglophone Crisis 35. During the conference, 
the African Union will play a vital role towards the resolution of the Anglophone crisis. 
The AU can offer support to Cameroon, such as through economic aid, and will have to 
convince other states to make compromises for a peaceful solution to the crisis. 
 
Cameroon  
 
The Anglophone crisis has become a divisive question for Cameroon. The Cameroon 
government currently regards the separatists as terrorists and supports a military 
solution to the conflict. It supported both the carrying out and conclusion of the Major 
National Dialogue36, a conference between the Cameroon government and various 
opposition parties aimed at resolving the Anglophone Crisis. The Cameroon 
government is currently divided on the subject with talks with the separatists, with one 
camp, including the prime minister, advocating a negotiated end of the crisis, whereas 
the other camp opposes any negotiations. During the conference, Cameroon must not 
only be fully aware of its interests in the Anglophone crisis, but also its weakening 
relations with many of Cameroons allies and trade partners. 
 
  

35 www.journalducameroun.com/en/cameroon-african-union-endorses-swiss-mediation-to-end-anglophone-crisis/ 
36 www.journalducameroun.com/en/cameroon-defence-minister-says-terrorirsts-will-not-be-freed/ 
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Potential Solutions  
 
Secession 
 
Secession of the Anglophone regions of Cameroon would be the least viable solution in 
the Anglophone Crisis, as it would most likely lead to the eruption of full-blown war 
and the destabilization of the West-Central African region, which would in turn have 
detrimental consequences on the regional economy and population. The government 
of Cameroon currently denies the independence of the Anglophone regions, quoting 
the declaration had no legal weight 37. If a secession was to ever happen, it would not 
only mean a loss of population, but also a loss of natural resources for the republic. It 
is suggested that all states look for alternative solutions to the Anglophone crisis before 
the discussion of secession. Although secession may offer a quick solution to the 
Anglophone crisis, it would also no doubt lead to many consequences that could 
otherwise be avoided. 
 
Dialogue 
 
Dialogue remains one of the most viable solutions to the Anglophone Crisis. A recent 
spike of violence in Cameroonʼs Anglophone regions points to an emerging insurgency. 
Currently, national dialogue has led to certain concessions being made. However, it did 
not go far enough to address the marginalization of the majority of the Anglophone 
population and their quest for self determination. In a recent survey conducted by 
Foreign Policy, 4 in 10 people said their preferred outcome would be outright 
secession 38. This offers some hope to a peaceful resolution to the Anglophone Crisis, 
with the majority of the interviewed believing secession is not going to be the right 
solution going forward.  To date, all the varied attempts at negotiations have neither 
been representative nor unbiased. It is critical that all states, through international 
bodies such as UNSC, must reach an agreement to intervene in the Anglophone Crisis 
before more lives are lost.  
 
  

37https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/10/1/cameroons-english-speakers-call-for-independence 
 

38https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/09/27/cameroon-must-make-concessions-to-end-the-anglophone-crisis-paul-biya/ 
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Government Reforms 
 
Ineffective governance has been at the heart of the Anglophone Crisis. Persistent 
blockages to creating an autonomous and functional subnational government 
continues to hinder progress towards a government which can vastly increase its 
responsiveness towards citizen needs. Under the rule of President Biya, Cameroon has 
been a closed space for civil society challenging the governmentʼs authority. This 
decreases the population's engagement with the government and likelihood of policy 
reforms. Through government reforms and dialogue, it is possible to troubleshoot the 
current political and bureaucratic blockages in the decentralization process of 
Cameroon. However, this requires the support of the international community, which 
would have to make targeted investments to execute a plan for Cameroons 
federalization.  
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Guiding questions  
 

1. Why has the situation regarding the Anglophones in Cameroon gotten to its 
current extent? What failures have the international community made, is it the 
lack of discussion or something else? 

 
2. What are the humanitarian impacts of the crisis on civilians? What actions can 

the United Nations take to help Cameroon citizens and refugees in areas 
pertaining to the Sustainable Development Goals? These goals include 
education, and healthcare?  

 
3. How can the United Nations lead successful peace talks between the Biya regime 

and members of the Anglophone movement? What can your nation do and what 
other international organizations can get involved?  

 
4. What is your delegationʼs view on national sovereignty? When does your 

delegation think it is right to intervene in domestic affairs, such as in Cameroon?  
 

5. What reasonable actions can the global community take to pressure both the 
Biya regime and Anglophone groups to limit the violence and respect human 
rights?  

 
6. How can the United Nations and its partners help the Cameroon Government to 

achieve the Sustainable Development Goals of 2030?  
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Extra resources 
 
“Sustainable Development Goals in Cameroon.” United Nations, United Nations,  
sustainabledevelopment.un.org/memberstates/cameroon. 

 
“World Report 2020: Rights Trends in Cameroon.” Human Rights Watch , 
www.hrw.org/world-report/2020/country-chapters/cameroon .  

 
“World Report 2021: Rights Trends in Cameroon.” Human Rights Watch , 
www.hrw.org/world-report/2021/country-chapters/cameroon .  

 
“Cameroonʼs Anglophone Crisis at the Crossroads.” International Crisis Group, 2 August 
2017, 
www.crisisgroup.org/africa/central-africa/cameroon/250-cameroons-anglophone-crisi
s-crossroads .  
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