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Directorʼs Letter 
 

Welcome to the European Union at OakridgeMUN II! My name is Ivan Maykov, a 
Junior from Juanita High School, and I am honored to be serving as your Director. 
Joining me are the wonderful chair Taoyi from Semiahmoo Secondary, and the 
amazing assistant director Richard Min from Burnaby North.  

 
The European Union is one of the most established intergovernmental regional 
organizations around the world, uniting twenty seven nations together with a shared 
government. With nearly 450 million residents within their border, the European 
Union generates nearly 20% of the worldʼs entire GDP, united by their common 
currency, the Euro. Most nations within the bloc have a shared border system - the 
schengen zone - and all EU citizens have the right to live and work in any other EU 
nation. These unique circumstances present incredibly unique issues: as nationalism 
across the world grows deeper, the European Union must chart its path in the future as 
either a symbol of continental unity or a meritless bureaucracy. Our two topics hit to 
the core of these divides: European Military Reform and Assessing the Relationship 
between Russia and the European Union are two key topics the European instrument 
will be most challenged to solve within the next decade. 

 
As the United States slowly draws back their military across the globe, it leaves a space 
for terrorism and enemy states to grow. The rise of China and other various 
authoritarian nations threaten the democracy-induced peace of the last 30 years, 
leading to Europe reckoning itʼs position in the world: after centuries of colonisation 
and warring, Europe has settled into one of the most peaceful continents in the world - 
with strong military support, mostly by the United States and Canada, Europe has been 
able to reduce military spending to near-zero amounts, instead investing in building up 
the continent. As nationalist sentiments grow in the western nations, this bond seems 
to be at the breaking point - Europe's security may not be guaranteed for so long. As 
delegates, your task is to forge a new system for the European military - will the 
individual militaries of each nation all stay separate, weakening any chance at a 
coordinated response, or will they all merge, possibly violating the sovereignty of the 
European Nations when they need it the most?  

 
Russia has been the natural enemy of most European states since the Russian Empire 
was founded, only uniting in cases of extreme dire need, such as the first few months 
after the end of the Second World War. The EU currently regards Russia as a necessary 
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evil, as nearly all natural gas and oil supplied to the 27 member nations come from 
Russia. As the nation keeps pushing against liberal democracy, the EU has to both push 
them back due to the stark ideological differences, and pull them in due to the 
necessities the authoritarian nation provides to the European Union. With this topic, 
delegates must answer an incredibly tough question - is the EU-Russia relationship 
worth keeping?  

 
From this backgrounder, you will learn the basics and fundamentals of these issues. 
This document is by no means the limit of your research - to gain a thorough 
understanding of both of these topics, using outside sources, both from the various EU 
governments and its critics, is imperative to fully capturing the depth of both topics. 
Position papers can be emailed to eu@oakridgemun.com and if you have any 
questions, comments, or concerns, do not hesitate to contact us, as we are here to help 
you. We wish you the best of luck researching these topics and writing a position 
paper, and canʼt wait to see you all in committee! 

 
Thank you, 
 
Ivan Maykov 
European Union | Director  
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Committee Overview 
 

The European Union began as the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC) in 1950 
consisting of six member states with Belgium, Germany, France, Italy, Luxembourg 
and the Netherlands. It was established originally to control and organise free coal and 
steel movements in Europe as well as to improve the sources of production. Seven 
years later in 1957, the six member states signed the two Treaties of Rome that created 
the European Atomic Energy Community (Euratom), and also the European Economic 
Community (EEC) which enabled a common market and abolished tariffs within 
European Union countries in the late 1960s.  

 
In 1965, the European Economic Community agreed to sign the Brussels Treaty that 
would combine the European Atomic Energy Community, the European Economic 
Community and the High Authority of the European Coal and Steel Community into 
one single commission. 1 These three communities would later become the principal 
institutions of the European Union and be referred to as the European Communities.  

 
The Maastricht Treaty of 1993 (also known as the Treaty of the European Union) 
formed the current European Union (EU), which, at present time, contains 27 major 
states across Europe and represents almost 500 million citizens of Europe. This treaty 
allowed for citizens of every member state to be granted EU citizenship, enabled 
citizens to vote and run for office in elections of the EU country they lived in, and also 
began the process of establishing a central banking system and common currency (the 
euro).2 
 
Today, the EU is a powerful voice on the world stage and strives to discuss economic, 
political, and social issues between its countries with the guidance of its 7 institutions 
within the union. These include the European Council, the European Parliament, the 
European Central Bank, and the European Court of Justice. Moreover, the EU built a 
single market that allows its almost 500 million citizens to travel and move freely 
within while also allowing its currency, the euro, to be a major world currency.3  

1 https://www.britannica.com/event/Brussels-Treaty-European-history-1948 
2 https://www.britannica.com/event/Maastricht-Treaty 
3 https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/euro_en 
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Topic Overview 
 

As a major actor in international defense and foreign relations, the European Union is 
heading into a new age of military and defensive cooperation. Two major programs, 
the European Defence Fund and the Military Mobility initiative, are set out to begin 
this year. These seven year plans are aimed to foster military prowess and further set 
the EUʼs position as a superpower on the world stage. 
 
The prospect of a European defense system has its roots back during the postwar era, 
but didnʼt begin until the later years of the Cold War, when the European Political 
Cooperation brought forth the proposal of coordinated policies. European defense 
integration continued to gain traction until the Treaty of Maastricht founded the 
official EU in 1992. In the modern day, the Common Security and Defense Policy stands 
as the pillar for the mutual military interests of the continent. The CSDP serves to 
identify common threats, pursue objectives, and adopt newer strategies as world 
events unfold. 
 
This topic is aimed to tackle the plausible ways that the EU can bring together all its 
member states to construct a long term plan that can provide funding for the two new 
initiatives without hindering economic growth. Seeking out a security strategy that 
reaches out towards common goals and exploring the possibility of a more unified EU 
military in the long run are also desirable results for this topic.  
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Historical Analysis 
 

Throughout the decades, the idea of an European military has been discussed and 
debated by politicians and Prime Ministers alike. In the late summer of 1950, the then 
French Prime René Pleven proposed a new deal to create an extremely powerful 
European military. The new deal  was drafted to include the “Inner Six” countries of 
Belgium, France, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, and West Germany while also 
having an ultimate end goal of strengthening the defence of Europe in the aftermath of 
World War II incase of German rearmament. With tensions between European 
countries and the Soviet Union high during the time of the Cold War, the Pleven Plan 
was also designed in case of conflict with the Soviet bloc. 4 

 
The Treaty establishing the European Defence Community was signed in 1952 by all six 
of the “Inner Six” countries and was Europeʼs response to the Schuman Plan proposed 
by the United States. The Schuman Plan and the Pleven Plan and EDC had its 
similarities as both were designed to weaken Germany, whether economically or 
militarily. However, despite the support from the United States and the years of 
planning, the treaty failed to ratify in the French National Assembly in 1954. The 
French parliament had feared that signing this treaty would have a direct attack on 
their sovereignty. Following Franceʼs failure to ratify, Italy halted its ratification 
process and thus prompted the treaty to never go into effect.  

 
During the Cold War era, Western Europe relied heavily if not mostly on NATO for 
defence, burying the idea of a unified European military. Following the Revolutions of 
1989 or also known as the “Fall of Communism”, the idea of a European Army was 
further submerged and forgotten by many as NATO had started to focus its efforts on 
expanding into Eastern Europe, more specially, into the Soviet Bloc. 5 

 
Following the Cold War, European Political Cooperation (EPC) presented ideas of 
coordinated policies, influenced by the failed attempt of the European Defence 
Community (EDC). Leading up to the signing of the Treaty of Maastricht in 1992 which 
formed the official European Union known today, European defense integration 
continued to gain attention and recognition. The EDC was succeeded by the Common 
Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) in 1993 which is currently the agreed forgein policy 

4 https://shape.nato.int/page21485221.aspx 
5 https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/09/is-europe-ready-for-its-own-army/ 
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of the European Union on matters regarding security and defence diplomacy and 
actions.  

 
After the horrific 9/11 attacks at the beginning of the century, the idea of an European 
Army once again gained attention and popularity as NATO decided to enter the third 
phase of their development. This particular development enhanced the European 
Unionʼs role regarding security in Europe as NATO started expanding past its circles of 
responsibility from just Europe and North America. Many call this event the 
diversification of European Security as NATO had given the EU the “soft” 
responsibilities and while it kept the “hard” ones. 6 

  
 
 
  

6 https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/09/is-europe-ready-for-its-own-army/ 
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Timeline 
 
24 October, 1950 - French Prime Minister René Pleven proposed a new plan for a 
powerful, joint European Army, later named the Pleven Plan 
 
27 May, 1952 - The Treaty establishing the European Defence Community (EDC) is 
signed by six countries- Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, and the 
Netherlands.  
 
30 August, 1954 -  The French National Assembly failed to vote to ratify the treaty as 
they believed it was a threat to their sovereignty. This led to the treaty never going into 
effect.  
 
1947-1991 - The era of the Cold War where the European Union relied heavily on 
NATO for defence. 
 
1 November, 1993 - The official European Union is formed by the Maastricht Treaty 
and the Common Foreign and Security Policy was presented.  
 
11 September, 2001 - The tragic 9/11 attacks that claimed the lives of almost 3,000 
people, but was also a catalyst in NATO giving the European Union more power in the 
regards of security and defence. 
 
13 December, 2007 -  The Treaty of Lisbon was signed, abolishing the Common Foreign 
and Security Policyʼs pillar system. 
 
2016-2019 - Germany and the Netherlands form a joint battalion (414 Tank Battalion), a 
step in the direction of a unified European Army. 
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Current Situation 
 
The 21st century began a new found popularity to the idea of a European Army. 
Beginning in 2001, the September 11 attacks allowed for the European Union to have 
more power and flexibility in defence and security. The EU started to become the 
primary and most prominent provider of security in the Balkan region instead of NATO 
and had also become the leading voice on issues regarding crisis management, 
humanitarian relief and others. 

 
The signing of the Lisbon Treaty in 2007 (came into force in 2009) proved to be a crucial 
document for the beginnings of a European Army. This treaty presented a common 
European Union defence policy, but the treaty also states that having a national 
defence policy which includes a NATO membership or neutrality is highly looked 
favourably upon. However the Treaty of Lisbon did convert the Treaty on the Western 
European Union into the European Union and made the European Security and 
Defence Policy (ESDP) into the Common Defence and Security Policy (CSDP). This 
ensured that in the situation where a CSDP member-country (the exception of 
Denmark) is in need of military assistance in the event of an attack, another CSDP 
member must provide the necessary supplies.  

 
In 2018, French president Emmanuel Macron announced his support for the creation 
of an European Army. His decision came after former United States President Donald 
Trump pulled out of the 1987 nuclear treaty with Russia. Macron stated that Europeans 
cannot rely on the United States to defend them. Following his support for an 
European Army, German Chancellor Angela Merkel also endorsed the idea. She further 
stated that with an unified European Army, it will show the world that war in Europe 
will never happen again. Other politicians who voiced support for an EU army include 
former French Prime Minister Alain Juppe, European Commission President Jean 
Claude Juncker, Hunagrian Prime Minister Viktor Orban among many others.  

 
Brexit (January 31, 2020) is seen as an event that may potentially speed up the process 
of creating an European Army as the United Kingdom has always been against greater 
military cooperation in the EU. When the UK was still a part of the European Union, it 
had veto power over the idea of a formation of an European Army, but now as it had 
exited the EU, the chances in regards of it passing has increased drastically.  
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With supporters of a unified European Army, many are also critical of the creation of a 
new army. Most prominently in the Netherlands, where its Deputy Prime Minister 
Kajsa Ollongren supports the idea, but the defence minister Ank Bijleveld does not. 
Polish politician Ryszard Legutko has also voiced his disagreement for an European 
military. Not only has individuals voiced concern, NATO is often regarded as one of the 
major obstacles in its path. Many high ranking NATO officials and also the NATO 
Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg stated that the European Union cannot defend itself 
without the help of NATO and therefore, they should not try and form a unified 
European Army.  

 
However, in recent years, efforts have been made towards the beginnings of a unified 
military. From 2016-2019, the German and Dutch formed a joint battalion, the 414 Tank 
Battalion with the base located in Lohheide, Germany. This demonstrated cooperation 
that could be necessary in the future; Germany lacked soldiers while the Dutch did not 
have a sufficient tank program, but together they made the 414 Tank Battalion. 
Members of this battalion stated that they are no longer thinking in national terms, but 
what they are doing is for the betterment of Europe; they are defending European 
values.  
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UN/International Involvement 
 
Common Security and Defense Policy 
 
The Common Security and Defense Policy (CSDP) acts as the European Unionʼs crisis 
management agency. This program involves the collaboration of member states to 
form an EU task force that often engage in international peacekeeping missions and 
conflict prevention. These missions are often composed of military or civilian task 
forces and adhere to the UN Charter. The first part of this policy is the encouragement 
of collective self-defense, which plays a key role in combining member state forces 
into a more permanent defense system. The second is known as Permanent Structured 
Cooperation (PESCO), where 25 of the 27 member states have agreed to pursue armed 
force structural integration. Combined together, these agreements and policies make 
up the European Defense Union, which is the main structure of the current European 
Military. However, it is key to note that although the EDU exists as a crisis management 
medium, the command and military control of NATO is far stronger than that of the 
EDU. Currently, most European defense issues are monitored by NATO, and the 
involvement of nations across the Atlantic may hinder the full development of 
European military sovereignty. 
 
EU-NATO Relations 
 
The EU and NATO have been historically closely tied together, and in the face of global 
volatility, it is crucial for nations in the EU to maintain this bond with NATO. Both 
international bodies are connected with similar defensive goals, and cooperation 
ensures a wider range of tools in dealing with international conflicts. In July of 2016, 
the President of the European Council, President of the European Commission, and the 
Secretary General of NATO, signed an agreement in Warsaw to enhance defense 
relations between the two groups. The agreement comprises of seven areas of 
cooperation:  

 
1) countering outwards threats;  
2) operational cooperation including at sea and on migration;  
3) cyber security and defence;  
4) defensive capabilities;  
5) defence industry and research;  
6) defensive exercises;  
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7) supporting Eastern and Southern partnersʼ capacity-building efforts.  
 

However, it is imperative to know that while the EU and NATO share many similarities, 
the bulk of NATO funding comes from the United States. In order to strengthen 
European Defense, more independent measures need to be taken to ensure that the 
relationship with NATO is one of partnership rather than reliability. 
 
EU Implementation Plan on Security and Defence 
 
Throughout the past few years, the EU has begun working on the Implementation Plan 
on Security and Defense to further tie the mutual alliances within the EU together and 
promote a strong defensive system. Although relatively new, this 2016 plan highlights 
three of the EU most important defense goals:  

 
1) Responding to external conflicts and crises;  
2) Building the capacities of partners;  
3) Protecting the EU and its citizens through external action.  
 

Tied deeply with the aforementioned CSDP, PESCO, and EDU, the Implementation Plan 
calls for deepening defense cooperation through methods such as the Coordinated 
Annual Review on Defense (CARD), to promote discussion on defence between 
member states. This plan has also suggested the promotion of developing the 
capabilities of poorer EU nations, expanding their infrastructure and providing 
funding. In general, the defense pursued through this plan is mostly in regards to 
peacekeeping rather than the direct defense system of NATO.  
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Potential Solutions 
 
Increasing Defense Spending 
 
In 2018, the total expenditure for defense in the European Union amounted to around 
162 billion euros, which represented only 2.6% of total government spending. Since 
2001, the total amount of spending on European defense has actually decreased. This 
solution calls for each European member state to increase their defense spending to 
contribute towards the European Defense Union, where the extra funding is used to 
improve current military equipment and to strengthen the abilities that European task 
forces currently have. Currently, this solution is being tested by the newly created 
European Defense Fund and the Military Mobility initiative, both due to start this year 
and carry on until 2028. The general success of these programs are not yet known, but 
a total of 9.5 billion euros in funding will be given upon starting. However, military 
funding remains a tense issue within some member states, as there are close to no 
immediate political or economic benefits that spending extra money on defense will 
bring. If this path is taken, the committee will have to work towards a solution that will 
increase European funding to these initiatives without hindering the individual 
economies of poorer member states and causing political turmoil. 
 
Building a Strong European Military 
 
The prospect of a European Army is hypothetical, but it has been discussed and visited 
throughout history, most notably after WWII. However, the need for such an army 
diminished after NATO brought the United States into the alliance to provide 
protection and aid. In the modern day, it is completely unsure whether the United 
States is willing to keep up an excessive amount of funding in the EU when many 
member states are supplying below the required amount of money to NATO. The 
benefits of a European Army would be the certain independence of the EU from 
control of world superpowers and the EU itself becoming increasingly powerful on the 
world stage. However, the creation of such an army would likely hinder relations with 
NATO and the United States, who strongly opposes the idea of European 
independence. Although many of the details are not yet clear, France and Germany 
have both voiced their support for the European Army. If this solution is implemented, 
the committee will need to outline the necessary requirements to build the army and 
also how it will function in conjunction with NATO. 
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Increasing EU Involvement with NATO 
 
Serving as an antithesis to the previous solution, this solution accepts the idea of a 
more thorough integration between the EU Defense System and NATOʼs defensive 
system. Rather than promoting European independence, this path will serve to 
improve the current relationship of EU member states in NATO with nations across the 
Atlantic such as the United States and Canada. With the Biden administration, funding 
of NATO will most likely increase, and EU nations could use this opportunity to 
improve their defense systems and let NATO have a bigger influence within Europe. 
The benefits of this solution would be that no drastic changes are needed, and the extra 
American funding will be beneficial to some defensive systems that the European 
Defense Fund and the Military Mobility initiative serve to improve. The negatives of 
this system are also clear, the sentiments of the EU itself will not be sufficiently 
answered to, as now the United States will have a big say over European defense 
systems, which may cause contention within some member states. It is also key to 
point out that only 21 out of the 27 EU states are members of NATO, so if this solution is 
to be implemented, there will need to be an outline of how non-NATO member states 
may benefit. 
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Bloc Positions 
 
Western Europe: 
 
Members in this bloc are mainly the most powerful and prominent states in the 
European Union. Many of the nations also rank among the top for the largest and most 
powerful militaries in the European Union. As some of the influential voices in the 
European Union, they are voicing their plans on being separate from the United States 
in terms of defence, and therefore creating an European Army to autotomize 
themselves from United States funding and support in the chance of an attack. The 
nations know that they have the funding and are capable of creating the backbone of a 
European Army, however, they need the support of smaller nations for the holes that 
cannot be filled with the resources from their own country. Even so, many of the 
smaller countries in the European Union are heavily aligned with NATO and do not 
want to jeopardize that relationship. Prominent members in the bloc such as French 
President Emmanuel Macron and German Chancellor Angela Merkel have previously 
announced their support for the creation of an European Army. As the superpowers of 
the world such as the United States and China continue soaring in the rankings and 
gaining immense amounts of power, these leaders understand that the only way for 
Europe to continue being an influential voice on the world stage is for them to assert 
their interests and build up their defence capabilities. With some of the most important 
nations in the European Union, nations in this bloc can include France, Germany, 
Italy, and Spain.  
 
Scandinavian, Baltic Region and Eastern Europe:  
 
Nations that are included in this bloc are generally smaller both geographically and in 
terms of the size and funding for their militaries. Furthermore, nations in this block 
have dual membership of both NATO and the European Union with them not wanting 
to concede either. The countries value their relationship with NATO and many see the 
creation of an European Union to be challenging that bond. In particular, many 
prominent figures in this bloc such as the Defense Minister of Denmark, Claus Hjort 
Frederiksen, have stated that the idea of defending against the United States is an 
absurd one as they view the United States as the ʻcornerstone of their freedomʼ. Not 
only has Denmark announced their disapproval for the creation of an European army, 
neighbouring Scandinavian country Finland and also the Blatic nations have expressed 
doubts for the new army. The Baltic countries of Estonia, Lithuania, and Latvia have 
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been adamant that NATO is and should remain the European Unionʼs biggest defence 
structure and that the European Union should not go against NATO, but rather improve 
to complement what is already in place. Moreover, the Baltic countries are also all 
meeting NATOʼs minimum recommended spending on defense (2% of their GDP). 
Nations in this bloc are generally opposed to the creation of an European Army as they 
believe that NATO is fully enough for European defence and the improvements made 
within the European Union in regards with defence should be able to complement the 
ones NATO has already set in place. Examples of countries in this bloc may include 
Finland, Denmark, Latvia, Lithuania, and Estonia.  
 
Guiding Questions 
 

1. Does your nation support the idea of an European Army? 
 

2. How much will an European Army affect your nationʼs autonomy? 
 

3. Will an European Army be beneficial to your nation? Explain. 
 

4. What is the public response to an European Army in your nation? 
 

5. What is the current situation regarding your nationʼs military? 
 
Extra Resources 
 
https://eeas.europa.eu/topics/common-foreign-security-policy-cfsp/420/common-forei
gn-and-security-policy-cfsp_en 
 
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/security/20190612STO54310/eu-ar
my-myth-what-is-europe-really-doing-to-boost-defence 
 
https://www.iiss.org/blogs/analysis/2019/01/macron-european-army-reality 
 
https://www.iss.europa.eu/sites/default/files/EUISSFiles/What_ambitions_for_Europea
n_defence_in_2020_0.pdf 
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https://eeas.europa.eu/sites/eeas/files/implementation_plan_on_security_and_defence
_2.pdf 
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