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Directorʼs Letter  
 

Welcome to the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) at Oakridge Model 
United Nations II! My name is Emily Heyler and I am ecstatic to be serving as your 
Director for this committee. Staffing alongside myself will be your Chair, Taric 
Somani and your Assistant Director, Jimmy Wang. The three of us look forward to 
watching the committee engage in exciting debate on two extremely important 
topics and collaborate to find long lasting solutions.  
 

Model UN has held a strong presence in developing my devotion and 
knowledge for global affairs, and diplomacy around the world. Through this 
activity, my world views have been challenged, but it also helped me develop a new 
insight to different countries' views on important issues. Moreover, the people I 
have met and the excellent memories I have gained through attending conferences 
can only be described as a life changing experience. I am always in awe of the 
creative and effective solutions delegates are able to come up with during a 
conference, and I guarantee that this committee will continue to impress me as 
well. 
 

As delegates, you will not only broaden your understanding of world politics 
but engage with other delegates in a meaningful manner. The two topics for this 
committee have meaningful influence over the future of our globe and your 
engagement in the topic will lead to your success in the committee. The issues of 
the Persian Gulf Crisis and the Anglophone Crisis (Cameroon Civil War), will 
require you to put much thought into the country you are representing. I encourage 
all of you to research your countryʼs position on this topic extensively and come 
prepared to represent the opinion of your nation. As a delegate myself, I can tell you 
that your experience will be more enjoyable if you come well prepared.  
 

Once again, I welcome you to the United Nations Security Council and look 
forward to a weekend of diplomacy, leadership, productive debate, and the creation 
of long lasting solutions for the global community. If you have any questions 
regarding the backgrounder, topics, committee, or Model UN in general, please do 
not hesitate to contact the dais at unsc@oakridgemun.com . Furthermore, if you 
would like to be considered for an award, please send your position paper to the 
respective email, by March 12th. We look forward to meeting all of you in March! 
 
Best Regards,  
Emily Heyler,  
Director | United Nations Security Council 
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Committee Introduction 
 

The United Nations Security Council is 
one of the six principal organs of the United 
Nations, founded in 1945 due to World War II. 
The committee is primarily responsible for 
the maintenance of international peace and 
security. It was one of the initial UN organs 
established by the United Nations Charter of 
1945, and first met in 1946. The Council was 
primarily founded as a result of the failure of 
the League of Nations, whether that be it 
failed to maintain global peace as a result of the lack of recognition or the ability to 
impose binding resolutions on its members. As a result of this, Article V, of the 
charter highlights what the mission of the UNSC, which is for, “the maintenance of 
international peace and security, and agrees that in carrying out its duties under 
this responsibility the Security Council acts on their behalf.” (Article V. 24).  

 
The Council was founded by the allied powers, which consists of the United 

States of America, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, the Peopleʼs Republic of China, and France. Currently, these 
powers are permanent members of the UNSC, and have veto power; which means 
that any resolution can be vetoed by any permanent member. The other ten 
members on the council exist on rotation, where each member gets a seat in the 
organ for two years.  
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Topic 1: Persian Gulf Crisis 
 

The Persian Gulf crisis (2019 - present) is the recent buildup of military 
tensions primarily between Iran and America. The US began a buildup of its 
military presence in the Persian Gulf region after allegations that recent activity by 
Iranian and Iranian-backed forces, including the resurgence of Iranʼs nuclear 
programme, is destabilising the region and threatening US interests. Iran denies 
this and alleges the US of trying to use military force and economic pressure to 
bring down their government. This crisis began to escalate in May 2019 when 4 oil 
tankers were hit by blasts in the Gulf of Oman, with Iran denying US accusations 
that it had taken part.  

 
Since then, 2 more tankers have been attacked, in addition to the 

assasination of Iranian general Qaesem soleimani and nuclear scientist Mohsen 
Fakhrizadeh-Mahabadi by the Trump administration. Tensions have threatened the 
use of the Strait of Hormuz, which accounts for the passing of almost a fifth of the 
worldʼs oil. If international shipping is hampered or even blocked, there would be 
no doubt negative economic effects that would be felt around the globe, and if the 
crisis erupts into a war, the consequences would be devastating. 
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Topic 2: Anglophone Crisis (Cameroon Civil War) 
 

The Anglophone crisis is an ongoing armed conflict in Cameroon between 
the English Anglophone regions and the French majority. The Anglophones of 
Cameroon felt marginalized by the domination of French in courts and schools, 
presenting a series of sectoral complaints in 2016 that eventually turned into 
political demands, leading to protests which were met with teargas from the police. 
In September 2017, separatists in the Anglophone regions declared the 
independence of Ambazonia and began fighting back against the Government of 
Cameroon, which resulted in a civil war.  

 
Starting as a low-scale insurgency, the conflict spread to most parts of the 

Anglophone regions within a year. As of 2021, the war has killed approximately 3000 
people and caused more than half a million people to flee their homes, with 
gunfights unabated. The crisis has already limited the trade of goods and many 
locals are struggling for access to food and essential healthcare. If the crisis remains 
unsolved, it may bring instability to an already unstable region and cause 
detrimental consequences.  
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