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Directorʼs Letter 
 

Welcome to the International Court of Justice and to the second iteration of 
Oakridge MUN. My name is Cristy Rojas and I am ecstatic to serve as your director. 
Currently in IB at REMSS, I started MUN years ago in my home of Mexico. After first 
trying MUN during middle school, Iʼve fallen in love with the debate and 
machinations of solving global issues. Working alongside me on my dais team are 
the wonderful Jonathan Mio and Micheal Li. 

 
The International Court of Justice is radically different from other MUN 

committees. Instead of delegations working to advance their countriesʼ position on 
a proposed topic through resolutions, the ICJ consists of 15 unbiased judges who 
interpret and apply international law to cases brought to them by member states or 
other UN bodies. Being a successful judge on the ICJ requires a strong knowledge of 
international law and the ability to set aside partisan politics in favor of a neutral 
legal thought process. 

 
For our first topic, we have selected the dispute between Russia and Ukraine 

regarding Crimea. While the Crimean economic and political systems have been 
integrated with Russia, only 18 UN member states, including Russia, recognize 
Crimea as part of Russia, and 115 UN member states, including Ukraine, do not. The 
second topic is Germany v. Italy, 2008. This topic will surely be an opportunity for 
delegates to consider the responsibility of countries for heinous acts committed 
generations ago, and the rights that victims, perpetrators, and the descendants 
thereof therefore have in the face of the law. 

 
As a dais we have produced the background guide for this committee; it will 

give you an understanding of the topic and give you a starting point for your own 
research. Position papers are mandatory for awards consideration, and should be 
sent to icj@oakridgemun.com 

 
If you have any questions at all, please do not hesitate to reach out to us! We 

would love to help you. Please feel free to email us at icj@oakridgemun.com or talk 
to us at any point during the conference. We look forward to meeting you at the 
conference and are excited to see what you bring to the committee!  
 
Warmest Regards, 
Cristy Rojas 

Director | International Court of Justice 
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Committee Intro  
 

The International Court of Justice is the primary judicial organ of the United 
Nations, formed in 1945. It is the successor to the Permanent Court of International 
Justice established by the League of Nations. Its official languages are English and 
French. The court is seated at the Peace Palace in the Hague, making it the only one 
of the principal organs not seated in New York. The courtʼs role is to resolve legal 
disputes between and submitted by member states of the UN in accordance with 
international law (so-called “contentious cases''). The court can also give 
non-binding advisory opinions at the request of an authorized UN organ or 
specialized agency, often the GA (so-called “advisory proceedings''). Once the court 
has come to a verdict, it will issue judgements and orders. Judgements are the 
verdicts that explain the legal reasoning of the ICJ, along with the concurring or 
dissenting opinions of other judges, and orders instruct 1 or more parties to take 
action. 

 
The court is composed of 15 judges who are nominated by national groups 

and then elected for nine-year terms (one-third of the court is up for election each 
cycle)  by the General Assembly and the Security Council using an absolute 
majority, and no two judges can be of the same nationality. Dismissal from the court 
requires unanimous consent. There may also be judges ad hoc (as necessary). If a 
judge of the nationality of a country who is party to a case is not on the court, the 
requisite state can make a request for a judge ad hoc of their nationality for the 
specific case. These judges are paid a fee per day worked and, for all intents and 
purposes, have the same rights, privileges, and responsibilities of the other judges. 
Typically, if there are more than two countries party to a case, and some of them are 
in a bloc together, they will be restricted to choosing a single judge ad hoc, even if 
multiple countries in the bloc do not have a judge of their nationality on the court. 
That being said, it is possible for there to be more than two blocs, so there can often 
be 17-18 judges on the court for specific cases. There is also a registry, which is the 
administrative organ. They process requests for cases from a countryʼs Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and maintain the paperwork and cases of the ICJ. As such, the 
“World Court”, as it is colloquially known, has an impact on the development of 
international law and jurisprudence. 
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Topic 1: Russian Annexation of Crimea 
 
In November 2013, resolutions for Ukraine to form closer alliances with the 

European Union were sabotaged by president Victor Yanukovych, which led to 
massive protests known as the Euromaidan protests. Conflict between the 
pro-Europe and pro-Russian factions led to the deposing of President Yanukovych 
and his inner circle, and the establishment of a pro-EU interim government, in 
February 2014.  

 
The interim government of Ukraine was recognized by the international 

community, but not by Russia and Crimeans, who called it a coup dʼetat. Protests 
from both sides, separatist movements in Crimea such as Sevastopol attempting to 
illegally elect a Russian mayor (no such office exists), and increasing Russian 
aggression culminated in Russia occupying the Crimean parliament and forcing all 
the MPs to vote for a referendum to dismiss the government and join Russia. 
Journalists were not permitted to watch the proceedings, and there were allegations 
of voter intimidation. Only 64 out of 100 delegates were present to vote. Russian 
troops were present in the area in order to maintain order and prevent Ukraine 
from reabsorbing Crimea. This presence was initially denied by Russia, but they 
eventually admitted to it, formally annexing Crimea later in 2014.  

 
The international community harshly criticized Russiaʼs actions as violating 

Ukraineʼs territorial integrity and sovereign independence, and noted how Russia 
claimed military bases and vessels in Crimea as their own. As Russia and Ukraine 
are both member states to the UN, they are bound to international laws and treaties 
regarding Ukraineʼs sovereignty, and right to non-intervention in its internal affairs. 
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Topic 2: Germany vs. Italy (2008) 
 

Starting in 2004, Italian courts issued many judgements where victims of war 
crimes/crimes against humanity committed by the German Reich during WWII 
were awarded damages against Germany. Greece joined the case, siding with Italy, 
as Italian courts supported a Greek judgement saying that Germany had to 
financially compensate victims of the Distomo massacre in Greece.  

 
Germany filed suit in the ICJ, claiming that their jurisdictional immunity was 

being violated, as they were being forced to pay reparations when they were a 
separate sovereign nation, and not even party to the lawsuit. They also noted that 
states cannot exercise jurisdiction over the acts of another state, as all states have 
legal equality. However, they did not dispute that the crimes described in the Italian 
lawsuits occurred. Italy claimed that the acts in question were violations of jus 
cogens (fundamental unbreakable principles of international law), so they had the 
right to strip Germany from its immunity.  

 
More specifically, the war crimes and crimes against humanity that Germany 

committed were against the laws that are binding on all states regardless of treaty. 
Italy argued that such a fundamental violation required extraordinary measures. 
The difference between individuals and the state is critical to examine in this case, 
as awareness of various crimes and injustices committed by states is increased and 
various parties seek justice. Even as we constantly expand our understanding of 
morality and hold crimes of the past accountable, both sides retain their rights 
under international law. 
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