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Directorʼs Letter 
 

Welcome delegates, I am Wesley Yiu, a senior at Steveston-London 
Secondary school, and I would like to express my warmest greetings to all of you. It 
is an honour to serve as the director for the United Nations Office of Legal Affairs at 
the second iteration of Oakridge Model United Nations.  
 

Model United Nations has been a hobby of mine that has really provided me 
with the confidence and experience necessary to push myself in life. I remember 
my first conference, being a nervous tenth grader at a hotel conference, 
representing the DPRK in Legal. Model United Nations was something that really 
enthralled me with the fast-paced nature of debate and its emphasis on 
communication and cooperation. I find it quite fitting that one of my last 
conferences will be staffing the very same committee, and I hope you find your 
experience to be as good, if not better than mine.  
 

This conference and committee are designed to be for beginner delegates. 
Serving alongside me are two very talented individuals- with William Wang from 
Semiahmoo Secondary as your chair, and Aarya Bhoite from Redmond High School 
as your Assistant Director.  
 

Legal is quite a unique committee which is not found in many conferences. 
This year, we have selected two very pressing and relevant issues for you all to 
discuss. From keeping United Nations peacekeepers and officials accountable for 
their actions to eliminating international terrorism, I am sure there is something for 
everyone in this diverse committee. Our hope is that these seemingly general topics 
can act as an easy introduction into the field of Model United Nations. 
 

I would highly recommend you all utilize this backgrounder to its fullest 
potential in assisting with your position papers and research, which are mandatory 
to be considered for an award. To submit your paper, please email them to 
legal@oakridgemun.com  by March 12, 2021 at 11:59 PM. Should you require any 
further assistance or support, please do not hesitate to contact me by email. The 
dais team and I are here to support you all, and we cannot wait to see you all this 
March. 
 
Warmest regards, 
Wesley Yiu 
Director | Legal  
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Committee Introduction  
 

The United Nations LEGAL Committee, otherwise known as The Sixth 
Committee, deals with all legal questions regarding the creation and application of 
international law. These questions have ranged from nations debating and 
discussing issues based on their national sovereignty, to attempts at eliminating 
terrorism and the use of technology during warfare. As well as countries voicing 
legal issues facing its country, the Sixth Committee also supervises international 
actions and agreements. Over its lifetime, the Sixth Committee has also dealt with 
more progressive issues, such as the ethicality and applicability of technologies 
such as nuclear weapons and human cloning.  
 

The Sixth Committee does not have jurisdiction to resolve any legal issues, 
but may offer recommendations on the interpretation of existing international law, 
and the way that these laws should be implemented. As an additional clause to the 
Committee, delegates within the Committee may also discuss issues or topics 
regarding the way and structure in which the United Nations itself functions.  

 
Founded in 1946, the Sixth Committee strives to ʻencourage the progressive 

development of international law and its codificationʼ . It was established as a subsidiary 
of the general committee, therefore with the belief in mind that all 193 United 
Nations members are entitled to participate. However, other non-member states 
may also attend and discuss these issues as well. Other notable works that the Sixth 
Committee have passed include but are not limited to; 
 

- The 1961 Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations, in which a framework 
for diplomats to follow was established to ensure diplomatic immunity. 
 

- The 2005 Nuclear Terrorism Convention, in which nuclear terrorism was 
criminalized and covers threats and attempts to commit crimes against 
nations using nuclear weapons, and against nuclear power plants and 
reactors. 
 
As a subsidiary of the general committee, it meets annually for six weeks in 

parallel with the General Assembly. Keeping to traditions within the Sixth 
Committee, it does not begin with a general debate, but rather discusses all agenda 
items in order, followed by all work adopted during the first meeting. During this 
time, multiple bodies of the United Nations would report to the Committee, such as 
the International Law Commission, and the United Nations Commission on 
International Trade Law.  
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Topic 1: Accountability of UN Peacekeepers and Officials 
 

The UN peacekeeping force was founded and first deployed within 1948 
during the Israeli-Arab war. Over the past century, multiple allegations of 
misconduct have arisen.  
 

Currently, there are currently thirteen peacekeeping operations being 
undertaken by the United Nations. Whether it be supervising and maintaining 
ceasefire agreements between Israel and Palestine, to protecting stability and 
security in Kosovo, the 100,000 members have their hands tied. However, missions 
conducted by these members continue to face enormous issues. Allegations of 
corruption, manslaughter, and rape conducted in past missions are common, with 
no real way to hold members accountable due to immunity within host countries.  
 

Within 2004, Amnesty International claimed peacekeepers were involved 
with sex trafficking. Following the 2010 Haiti earthquake, stories circulated of 
young women and girls being raped by personnel sent there to aid with recovery 
missions.  Further exacerbating the issue is the fact that the United Nations was not 
originally founded for peacekeeping operations, yet it has become one of the 
organizationʼs main focuses. This leaves a gap in terms of a legal framework that 
has left most peacekeepers unaccountable for their actions. 
 

As of now, the current law states that peacekeepers are to be held 
accountable by the country to which they belong. This has often led to the majority 
of crimes being unpunished due to a loose legal framework on crimes committed 
abroad, and many others have been unwilling to prosecute soldiers for their 
actions. The United Nations has taken steps for greater accountability and 
transparency within its operations through the use of frequent evaluations and 
intelligence officers who focus on accountability and prevention measures.  
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Topic 2: Elimination of International Terrorism 
 
Terrorism includes criminal acts that are intended to provoke a state of 

terror in the general public or a group of people. Various committees in the United 
Nations have recognized that international terrorism threatens the security of 
human beings all around the world, endangers and takes innocent lives, and 
jeopardizes human rights and freedoms. International terrorism can also have an 
adverse effect on the establishment of the rule of law, can negatively impact 
democracy, and can can destabilize governments. International terrorism has also 
proved to result in adverse consequences for the economic and social development 
of countries, can jeopardize international relations, is a threat to international 
peace, and the security of countries. Mombasa murders in Kenya, Bali Island 
killings, and the 9/11 massacre are just some examples of international terrorism.  

From a legal standpoint, the rules of engagement that peacekeepers must 
oblige by have proved to be another problem. Most terrorist organizations are 
non-state actors, and while they are legally mandated to follow the Geneva 
Convention, many do not, and their status as non-state actors has left a legal gray 
zone that must be resolved. The United Nations has developed 13 conventions 
related to the prevention and suppression of terrorism. These conventions require 
countries to take specific measures to prevent the commission of terrorist acts, to 
prohibit terrorist-related offenses, to establish jurisdictional criteria relating to 
international terrorism, and to provide a legal basis tackling terrorism. 
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