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Letter from the Pastor
Sarah—str iv ing to be a disciple of Jesus ,  fo l lowing in the footsteps
of the God who is  Love,  preaching the good news—, a fel low pi lgr im
on the journey,

To the church of God that is  in  Tahoe,  res iding upon the sacred
land of the Waš iw,  named after  the beloved St.  Patr ick ,  who saw
the Holy amidst  the beauty of  creat ion,  to those who gather
together on th is  Sunday when we ref lect on al l  of  the bless ings and
hardships of  th is  past  year ,  and dream together of  al l  that God
might have in store for  us ,  to those who themselves are fol lowing in
the footsteps of the God who is  Love:

Grace to you and peace from God our Creator ,  f rom Chr ist  our  Redeemer,  and from the
Holy Spir i t  who cont inues to sustain us even in the most diff icult  of  t imes.

My dear f r iends,  have I  to ld you lately ,  that I  love you? Have I  reart iculated the abundant
grat i tude I  feel  for  each and every one of you? Do you know just  how special  you are?
Because you are.  Every day I  am amazed at the fort i tude and res i l iency of th is  beloved
community .  For  the last  two years have been far  f rom easy.

We have lost  cher ished fr iends who have been more l ike fami ly ,  due to death,  moves,  and
the l iminal  landscape that is  th is  pandemic wor ld.  This  last  year alone we witnessed our
beloved Balf reys and Brusts  permanent ly  re locate to more temperate cl imates.  We said
goodbye to a dear pastor  and pi lgr im on the journey,  the Rev.  J im Kel ly .  And we have seen
several  fe l low par ish ioners choose not to return dur ing th is  part icular  wi lderness.

Not only  have we exper ienced these losses,  but we have had to constant ly  deal  with an
every changing cl imate in regards to th is  v i rus.  We stepped into the sun of hope this
summer,  only  to be pushed back into the dim of surges th is  fal l  and winter .  Yet you
cont inue to show up,  whether i t  be onl ine or  in  person.  You cont inue to be Chr ist  for  one
another.  You cont inue to grow and chal lenge yourselves and each other.

You tru ly  are str iv ing to be the Body of Chr ist  in  th is  t ime and place,  no matter  how
uncomfortable i t  might be.  And love,  the k ind of self-sacr i f ic ia l  love Jesus modeled in h is
l i fe ,  death and resurrect ion,  and the k ind of love Paul  speaks of in  h is  letter  to the church
in Cor inth,  wel l… i t  can be quite uncomfortable at t imes.  Can’t  i t? Because i t  requires us to
stretch ourselves ,  recommit ourselves ,  and sometimes reinvent ourselves.

Take today’s  Gospel  reading from Luke:  Jesus was back in h is  hometown of Nazareth
preaching the good news of love,  proclaiming that the prophecy from Isaiah had been
fulf i l led.  A few verses ear l ier  and just  last  Sunday we heard the words:
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Letter from the Pastor cont'd
The Spir i t  of  the Lord is  upon me,
    because he has anointed me
        to br ing good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the capt ives
    and recovery of  s ight to the bl ind,
        to let  the oppressed go free
to proclaim the year of  the Lord’s  favor.

We hear that God in the form of Jesus the Chr ist ,  came into th is  wor ld to restore the wor ld.
To return to wor ld to r ight s ide up,  where i t  had been upside down, to preach the
transformational  power of love of God and love of neighbor.

Yet ,  the people gathered in the Synagogue that Sabbath day in Nazareth did not want to
hear th is  message. They did not want to reconsider who they had been excluding.  Did not
want to own the fact that love is  real ly  hard,  and that we have to constant ly  st r ive for  i t
day in and day out.  So instead,  they rejected the message of love and cast  Jesus out.

Love is  hard,  y ’a l l .  Love is  far  f rom easy.  Love is  the most diff icult  th ing we wi l l  ever  do,
and the only  th ing in th is  l i fe that is  t ru ly  worth pursuing.

Love is  what binds us together ,  even in the most diff icult  of  t imes.

The love of th is  church,  is  what cal led me here almost f ive years ago. My fr iends,  we are
far f rom perfect ,  and yet ,  I  t ru ly  bel ieve we,  the people of St .  Patr ick ’s ,  are str iv ing to l ive
into God’s  message of love.

“Love is  pat ient;  love is  k ind,”  and you have modeled that with one another.  When wi ldf i res
encroached upon our beaut ifu l  Basin ,  you cal led each other ,  making sure each par ish ioner
had a plan in place for  evacuat ion.  You supported one another and quel led each other ’s
anxiet ies.  You gave in abundance to funds helping those who had been displaced or  who
had to leave to escape the suffocat ing smoke.

“Love is  not. .  arrogant or  rude.  I t  does not ins ist  on i ts  own way.”  You have been humble
enough to reconsider how we are ut i l iz ing our campus in a way that welcomes al l  people,
in a way that is  ref lect ive of Jesus ’  radical  message of inclus iv i ty .  We were blessed to
welcome back to our  sacred space,  Sierra Community  House and their  feeding minist ry ,  as
wel l  as Tahoe Fami ly  Solut ions and Café Conversacion.

You labored in love to create an outdoor space that was more hospitable for  our
community—expanding the outdoor chapel  to host  a divers i ty  of  events th is  past  year ,  f rom
8th grade graduat ions,  to music camps,  f rom Mark Twain,  to more than one wedding.  And
you are cont inuing to consider how that space and our whole campus can be more
access ible in the future,  more inclus ive of al l  of  God’s  chi ldren.
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Letter from the Pastor cont'd
And the love that was outpoured for  our  community ,  a lso feeds us as a congregation.
Praise God for  the abi l i ty  to worship amidst  the glory of  creat ion.  For  the grandeur of  the
pines,  for  the sweet s inging of the bi rds ,  for  the sacred moments shared in a s imple Sunday
Euchar ist ,  in  a conf i rmation serv ice—bringing four f r iends formal ly  into the Episcopal
branch of the Jesus movement—, and in the bless ing of the animals in  the fashion of
beloved Francis  and Clare of Ass is i .

You have recognized that love is  a last ing legacy.  “[Love] bears al l  th ings,  bel ieves al l
th ings,  hopes al l  th ings,  endures al l  th ings.  Love never ends.”  I t  i s  a legacy that we as
disciples of  Chr ist  pass down generat ion to generat ion.  And we see that love growing and
blossoming in our  young people—from Simple Gifts  summer sess ions and a Fami ly  Weekend
at Gal i lee,  to a community  Trunk or  Treat and our annual  holy  commotion that is  Chr istmas
Camp. I  a lso might have a bit  of  a bone to pick with Paul  in  h is  th i r teenth chapter of  the
f i rst  letter  to the Cor inthians.  Although I  understand his  metaphor today in growing from
adolescence into adulthood,  I  would have to argue with h im that our  chi ldren speak with
grace and wisdom day in and day out ,  teaching adults  in  turn how to better  be the Body of
Chr ist  in  th is  t ime and place.  Possess ing the outstanding abi l i ty  to cut through the cultural
biases and stereotypes we adults  have grown into,  and reminding us through their  words
and act ions,  that i t  i s  a l l  about lov ing one another.

My s ib l ings in Chr ist ,  we have done amazing th ings th is  past  year in the name of the God
who is  Love.  And also,  the work of  that love is  not yet  complete.  For  that love wi l l  cont inue
to refashion us ,  remold us ,  and reshape us.  Because every beloved chi ld of  God we
welcome into our community  wi l l  br ing a new perspect ive,  a different dream, for  how we
can be Chr ist ’s  hands and feet in th is  t ime and place.  This  work of  love wi l l  not cont inue to
be easy,  but the th ings that are worthwhi le in th is  l i fe ,  usual ly  aren’t .

And yet ,  we achieved al l  of  these accompl ishments ,  not alone,  but with God’s  help.  With
the God who loves each and every one of us.  With the God who loves each and every
human being,  animal ,  amiba,  that walks ,  crawls ,  or  wiggles across th is  earth.

I  cont inue to be in awe of how God’s  love,  work ing through us ,  can do more than we can
ask or  imagine… What might that more look l ike in 2022? What dream might become a
real i ty  i f  today we once again recommit ourselves to the love of God? Onto whom might we
be cal led to outpour God’s  love?

I  praise our Maker that in th is  beloved community  faith ,  hope and love abide.  Yet we al l
have been witnesses that the greatest  of  these is  love.  My fr iends,  may al l  that we do be
done in love.

I ,  Sarah,  am grateful  to be your pastor ,  rector ,  and fr iend,  and wi l l  cont inue to walk th is
way with you.



Elected to 3-year terms (2022-2025) were River  Coyote,  David
Vomund and Mike Wang. They succeed Cindy Boudett ,  Mike Wang
and Karen Colbert  whose terms ended in 2022. We want to
especial ly  thank Cindy and Karen for  thei r  serv ice as they
completed 2 3-year terms!  They wi l l  be missed.

You elected Gary Thomson to f i l l  the term of Bob Brust  through
January 2023 and Geoff  White to f i l l  out  the term of Kathryn Kr ivan
through January 2024. 

Elected as off icers of  the Vestry :  Gary Thomsen,  Junior  Warden;
Connie Skidmore,  Clerk ,  and Lou McNerny,  Treasurer .  Rev.  Sarah
chose Mike Wang to be Senior  Warden and cont inue his  serv ice
with her through 2023. 

Cont inuing in their  ro le as Vestry  members are Daniel  Gol lery ,  Kay
Lehr ,  Nora Beauchamp, and Steve Barney.

We are sure that 2022 wi l l  provide us with chal lenges,  and
opportunit ies for  fe l lowship,  outreach and growth!  Join us for  the
r ide! 
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Letter from the Vestry
After  their  e lect ion at our  annual  meet ing,  i t ’ s  t ime to introduce
you to your new Vestry  members!  

Lou McNerney

Geoff White

River Coyote

(with Suz and

Sweet Pea)



Fund the Sal ly  J .  Hammel Endowment at St .  Patr ick ’s  Church that would support  the
work of  St .  Patr ick ’s  church in perpetuity .  The endowment would have as core
object ives to support  the long-term v is ion and needs of St .  Patr ick ’s  church whi le at
the same t ime serv ing the needs of the regional  community .  In  other words,  the
endowment would benef i t  the church and the surrounding community .  One guiding
phi losophy would be to invest  in  a manner that is  social ly  acceptable whi le keeping
the pr incipal  amount intact.  

With the recent f inal izat ion of the sale of Sal ly  Hammel ’s  condominium, i t  seemed
timely to descr ibe some of the thoughts concerning how the church can invest  the
real ized funds in a manner that honors Sal ly ’s  legacy,  her  wishes and the future needs
of St .  Patr ick ’s .  As you may imagine,  there are many v iews about how we should
steward these funds.  Some have suggested invest ing al l  the real ized funds in an
endowment,  whi le others have suggested that we invest  some s ignif icant funds into
support ing programs for  workforce housing.  Many have noted that there is  a need to
dedicate funds into repair ing and upgrading the church and rectory given that both
are wel l  over 30-years o ld and showing s igns of age. 

As with many such decis ions,  no one v iew can,  or  should,  take precedence because al l
the v iews that have been (or  wi l l  be)  expressed,  have value.  In  other words,  your
thoughts and concerns ,  when consol idated into a consensus,  wi l l  l i ke ly  guide the
vestry ’s  act ions.

In general ,  suggest ions we have heard thus far  fal l  into a few basic categor ies:
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Sale of the Hammel Condominium: Potential
for an Endowment at St. Patrick’s Church



Fund needed capital  investment in the Church and rectory.  The church
infrastructure is  showing s igns of wear.  For  example,  a more permanent solut ion to
annual  boi ler  design and operat ion needs to be explored.  Simi lar ly ,  some of our
community  members are l imited due to lack of e levator access.  As we considered
including al l  of  God’s  chi ldren,  the lack of hospital i ty  in  th is  regard has become
apparent.  Some cosmetic improvements have been noted as wel l  the need for
improved campus access and storage. For the rectory ,  i t  seems clear that we need
to put on a garage door and passageway is  a necess i ty  for  safety and appearance.
Ret i re the Rectory debt and al locate the remaining money to fund campus needs,
outreach and an endowment.
Fund current and future minist ry .  There has been discuss ion of some of th is  income
helping to support  a fami ly  minist ry  rev ival ,  knowing that th is  season has been
especial ly  diff icult  on our young fami l ies.  Also,  very much front and center  in  our
community ’s  mind is  the current housing cr is is .  How can we support  our  neighbors
exper iencing homelessness and housing insecur i ty ,  not just  at  th is  t ime,  but into the
future as wel l? There is  discuss ion of designat ing funds now to help with th is
endeavor ,  as wel l  as designat ing future income from a poss ible endowment.

Thank you al l  for  your wisdom and invested interest  in  how we ut i l ize such Div ine
abundance. Thank you to Sal ly ,  for  th is  last ing gift  on our beloved community .  And
thank you to the Vestry ,  who is  approaching th is  as discernment,  as a t ime for  spi r i tual
ref lect ion.  Praise God for  such abundance,  and may we cont inue to be good stewards
of al l  the bless ings the Holy One has bestowed upon us.
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Hammel Estate Update Cont'd
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