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Be sure to join us online via ZOOM for Sunday Service at 9am  
 
 

St. Patrick’s Building is OPEN with limited operations.  Most meetings and 
events are now available online.  Please contact your group leader or  

St. Patrick’s Office for further details. 

 
Check your email or our Facebook page for information  

on how to connect 
-or– if you haven’t already, please contact the office  
to be included in our weekly email announcements!   
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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
 
We are fast approaching the end of an unexpected and difficult year.    
You all have been gracious, and resilient, and courageous throughout 
this season.  Thank you.  Thank you for being witnesses of Christ’s light 
in this world.  The Light does shine in the darkness, and the darkness 
will not overcome it. 
 
Within our natural world and church calendars, we are in the midst of a 
thin time, a liminal space.  This is the time of year when the daylight 
fades more and more each day, until we reach the solstice on December 
21st.  It is a time when the days are shorter and the nights are longer.  It 
is a time when God breaks into a broken world in the form of a little 
babe, lying in a manger. 
 
I do not believe this to be an accident, that we as Christians celebrate the 
coming of the Christ child, immediately following the longest night of 
the year.  With so much darkness surrounding us, don’t we all need the 
light of God, now more than ever?  Do we not need the reminder that the 
light shines in the darkness and the darkness will never, ever overcome 
it? 
 
I know my own Christmas celebrations look very different this year.   
Before this year, I never thought I would be pre-recording Christmas 
carols with our musicians.  Never thought I would be celebrating with 
you live on Christmas Eve over Zoom.  Never thought Christmas Camp 
would require 18 children gathered together on one screen, crafting 
from a distance.  And yet, although this is not what I imagined for my 
own Christmas celebrations, let alone the celebrations for us as a  
congregation, God has broken into my life in so many ways. 
 

I see the light in the smiling eyes of masked parishioners, as they pass 
each other coming in and out of the sanctuary, to record their piece for 
our Virtual Choir.  I see the light in the many hands that it takes to make 
Christmas memorable this year.  The love you have for one another in 
mailing communion wafers to those far away, in crafting candles and 
wreaths to adorn our homes, in stuffing Christmas goodie bags for other 
beloved parishioners, and in volunteering your AV talents to bring St. 
Pat’s further into the 21st century.  I see the light in our children, who 
are so proud to share their Christmas Camp creations across a computer 
screen.  Who are also hopeful that “The Christmas Story” movie they are 
putting together, may one day be uploaded to Disney+. 

 

       Continued on next page……. 
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“God loved us before he 

made us; and his love has 

never diminished and never 

shall.” 

 

― Julian of Norwich  



 

                                                                                                                                                12/21/2020 

 

 Don’t Forget to LIKE us on  
 our Facebook Page:  

 St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church, Lake Tahoe 
 

 www.facebook.com/tahoeepiscopal 
 

 
 
………...continued from previous page 

 
 
 
 
My friends, the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness does not overcome it.  Stay true.  Keep the 
faith.  Hold fast to hope.  The light is breaking into this world, in the form of a vaccine, in the new ways we 
have learned to be the Body of Christ, in all the love you have shown for one another and continue to show 
for our larger community. And as we leave 2020 in the dust, I impart this Celtic blessing upon each of you, 
for the new year ahead: 
 
 

“May the blessing of light be on you - light without and light within. 
May the blessed sunlight shine on you like a great peat fire, 
so that stranger and friend may come and warm himself at it. 
And may light shine out of the two eyes of you, 
like a candle set in the window of a house, 
bidding the wanderer come in out of the storm. 
And may the blessing of the rain be on you, 
may it beat upon your Spirit and wash it fair and clean, 
and leave there a shining pool where the blue of Heaven shines, 
and sometimes a star. 
And may the blessing of the earth be on you, 
soft under your feet as you pass along the roads, 
soft under you as you lie out on it, tired at the end of day; 
and may it rest easy over you when, at last, you lie out under it. 
May it rest so lightly over you that your soul may be out from under it quickly; 
up and off and on its way to God. 
And now may the Lord bless you, and bless you kindly. Amen.” 
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Bride’s Room Renovation! 

Merlin,  

the Parish Pup, 

approves. 
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It’s Advent!  A time of wonder and excitement!  For those of us fortunate 
enough to live in the Tahoe area, this time of year is marked by falling  
temperatures and the quiet that follows snowfall.   Between the obligations 
of the season and the rush to complete all those tasks we put off  ‘til next 
month,   its either finish them now or “wait until next year”. 
 

Your Vestry has been busy this year as well.   Earlier this year, March to be 
exact, we held a retreat at Camp Galilee to set up our agenda for this 
year.  We had a vision, projects to work on and a plan for how to carry 
them out.  Then, like for everyone else,  COVID changed our world - and 
we faced new and unprecedented challenges.   
 

With faith, inspired leadership, and commitment from you, our beloved  
parishioners, we pioneered outside worship and communion. We ZOOMED 
through services and served as an example to the diocese and the region 
for how to continue worship, conduct children’s education, provide for the 
needs of our families and seniors all in a safe manner.  
 

We held Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday parades, sunset serenades and a 
Halloween Trunk Retreat.  We were the host for 3 weddings and 13  
baptisms.  We continued our outreach to Navajo Nation, victims of wildfires, 
and supported Sierra Community House.   
 

On the campus and inside the church, we tackled some long-lead time  
issues including parking lot maintenance, purchased an updated fire and 
burglary system and addressed needed mechanical repairs.   We  
reconfigured an office for dual use as a bride’s room for weddings or  for 
quiet meetings or meditation.   
 

In terms of finances, the vestry shepherded the church through tough times 
by balancing anticipated reductions in giving with reductions in  
expenses.  While things were not ideal, St. Patrick’s has remained on a solid 
financial footing.   
 

We would be remiss in not letting you know of several key events.   
Christmas Eve Service with Eucharist on December 24, Christmas Day  
service on December 25, and First Sunday after Christmas on December 
27.  
 

Also, a reminder that our Annual Meeting is set for Sunday January 31, 
2021 starting at 10:15 am pst.   We will be approving the budget for 2021 
and electing our new vestry members.  We’re excited because, through use 
of ZOOM, all parishioners, both near and far, will be able to participate in 
these important decisions.  We’ve never done this before, so what better 
time to do this than for our annual meeting.  Remember, January 31!   
 

Blessings to you.  Stay Safe.  Remember, God Loves you.    
 

 

 St. Patrick’s Shamrock                                                                                   Vestry 

 

 

Members of the Vestry 

 

Gary Thomsen,  
Senior Warden 

 

Mike Wang,  
Junior Warden 

 

David Vomund,  
Treasurer (non-vo�ng) 

 

Connie Skidmore,  
Clerk (non-vo�ng) 

 

Jan Hrindo 

Kay Lehr 

Gary Thomsen  
(2018-2021 term) 

 

Cindy Boude. 

Karen Colbert 

Mike Wang  
(2019-2022 term) 

 

Nora Beauchamp 

Bob Brust 

Daniel Gollery  
(2020-2023 term) 

 

vestry@tahoeepiscopal.org 
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Reading with Heart: Seekers’ Circle 

 

Our monthly book group—with members from St. Pat’s, Catholic and 

Protestant churches, the North Tahoe Hebrew Congregation, as well as 

“SBNRs” (spiritual but not religious seekers)—explores what we read, 

what we question, and what we’ve discovered in life.  
 

• One book a month: Come if you've read it all, part of it, or are  

     just curious.  

• Drop in for lively discussions: 2 Mondays each month,  

     3- 4:30 pm, via Zoom 

• Zoom:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84525537307        

     Meeting ID: 845 2553 7307  

•   Questions? inclineseekerscircle@gmail.com 
 

UPCOMING SELECTIONS 

Monday 1/11/21 & 1/25/21: Between the World and Me, by Ta-Nehisi 

Coates  

 

Mon 2/8 & 2/22: The Gift of Years: Growing Older Gracefully, by Joan  

Chittester  

St. Patrick’s Shamrock                            Upcoming Events 

 

Wednesday zoom Meditation circles 
 

 

• Wednesdays, 5:30 to 6:30 pm, via Zoom (online and phone options). 
 

• Drop in whenever you’re able; no meditation experience necessary. 
 

• Invite friends who might enjoy a calming meditation practice with you. 
 

• Voice recordings available on request for your personal practice. 
 

• Please email Clare for information: clarecnovak@gmail.com  

 
Zoom:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86178996017?pwd=SklHWlIraUhZai93UmRTWTlPR3FLQT09 
 

Meeting ID: 861 7899 6017 

Passcode: 070320  
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St. Patrick’s Shamrock                         Children’s Programming 

Virtual Christmas Camp 

Kiddo’s aged 5+ were able to participate virtually 

with Rev. Sarah each Wednesday during Advent. All 

were able to celebrate the coming of the Christ 

Child through crafts, songs, and scripture.   
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Thank You! 
 
 

As 2020 comes to a close and we look back on one of the most devastating and 
challenging years we can remember, the Outreach Committee thanks all St.  
Patrick’s people for their enthusiastic response in helping our local community and 
those outside our area to survive this COVID-19 “Annas Horribilis” (term courtesy 
of Queen Elizabeth).   
 
A specific Outreach annual report will be made at St. Patrick’s Annual Meeting on 
January 31, 2021, but we want you all to know that as of December 2, 2020, the 
Outreach giving so far this year is $20,977.  This includes Outreach monthly pledge 
giving to Tahoe Family Solutions and the Esperanza Fund in Kings Beach, and  
donations from the Outreach Committee and members of St. Patrick’s to the  
following organizations: 

 
   Boy’s and Girl’s Club of No. Lake Tahoe 
   Galilee Episcopal Camp and Retreat Center 
   Good Shepherd Mission at Navajoland 
   Incline Elementary School  
   Kids and Horses 
   Sierra Community House 
   Tahoe Family Solutions 
   Tahoe Neighborhood Table 
 

This is not the whole story, however.  St. Patrick’s congregation has also  
contributed so much in other ways.  Members volunteered with various local  
organizations – some named above – by delivering food for Sierra Community 
House (formerly Project M.A.N.A.), donating bags for food delivery, participating 
in the No. Tahoe Winter Warmth and Wellness Program, donating items to wildfire 
relief, donation of Knitter’s Guild items, our present giving program to Incline  
Middle School laptop computers and in numerous other ways. 
 
So – a bigger thank you than ever to all you wonderful St. Patrick’s members who 
have given above and beyond to our Outreach programs in 2020.  Whatever way 
you have given has made a huge difference in our community locally and at-large, 
and the Outreach Committee is so grateful for your participation and generosity. 

 
 

~ Connie Skidmore for Outreach    

 

 

 St. Patrick’s Shamrock                                                                        Outreach 

 

 

Outreach Commission 

 

Leaders:  

Connie Skidmore 

and  

Cherry Barney (summer) 

 

 

Karen Barney,  

Rev. Sarah Dunn 

Lenty Hagen, Ginnie Jed, 

Marilyn Johnston,  

Lucille Wang,  

Sally White  

 

For informa8on on  

current projects,  

dona8ons, or if you’d 

like to join us,  

please contact  

Connie Skidmore: 

cwskid@a..net 
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Birthdays 

 

 

December: 

 James Beauchamp 12/4 

 Joanellen Slocumb 12/4 

 Lee Seletzsky 12/5 

 Merdene Hess 12/6 

 Mariposa Gollery 12/11 

 Patti Clark 12/12 

 Judy Morrison 12/17 

 Don Morrison 12/18 

 Ginnie Jed 12/29 

 Lucy Owens 12/31 
 

January 2021:  

 Chuck Meyer 1/7 

 Stella Steele 1/12 

 Shelby Erickson 

 Anne Rossman 1/17 

 Phillip Garcia 1/23 

 Clare Novak 1/28 

 Ella Gray 1/29 

 Sharry Gollery 1/30 

  

  

  

Anniversaries  

  

December: 

 Rev. Sarah Dunn (deacon ordination) 12/6 

 Viki & Brent  (in memory)  12/28 

 Bob & Alice Balfrey  12/30 

 

January 2021: 

 Jim & Laura Kelly (in memory) 1/31 

  

 

  

 

• Please let the office know if you or someone that you know would like a remembrance in the Shamrock.  

Please email your special dates, (month/day/year)  including baptisms and confirmations to:                    

office@tahoeepiscopal.org. 
 

• We apologize if there’s been an error or omission. Corrections may be submitted to the office at anytime! 
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 St. Patrick’s Shamrock                                         Communications 

 
Welcome to Realm! 

St. Patrick’s utilizes a cloud based online directory called Realm.  The 
online directory is where you can update your personal information, upload 
a personal and/or family photo, and view the contact information for your 
fellow parishioners! Your information is stored securely and is only  
accessible to our members with a login and password.   
 

All we need from you is the following form filled out and returned to the 
office, along with a photo of your family (office@tahoeepiscopal.org)! 

 

Family Name(s), Birthdate, Anniversary (MM/DD/YY): 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

Address:____________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

Phone(s):____________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

Email(s):____________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

 

*** All contact information available online is only accessible to St. 
Pat’s parishioners with a secure login and password. 
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FINANCIAL: 

Please know that your financial support is greatly appreciated, as 
we continue to serve this beloved community.  Our Treasurer,  
David Vomund reminds everyone to consider fulfilling their  
regular giving by mailing a check to St. Patrick's.  Or log into your 
bank account and have them mail a check or make a direct  
deposit.  The Church address is 341 Village Blvd, Incline Village, 
NV, 89451.  Feel free to call David Vomund with questions  
(775-832-8555).  
 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: 

St. Patrick’s utilizes a cloud based online directory called Realm.  
The online directory is where you can update your personal  
information, upload a personal and/or family photo, and view the 
contact information for your fellow parishioners! Your  
information is stored securely and is only accessible to our  
members with a login and password.   
 

WHAT’S THE PROCESS? 

1. Fill out the form (contact the office, or see previous page) 
2. After your form has been entered into the system, you will get 
an EMAIL invitation from Realm to join our online community. Be 
sure to check your spam folder! 
3. Create an online account with Realm (login and password) 
4. Click the Realm link on our website to access your account and 
our online directory! (www.tahoeepiscopal.org) 
 
 
SPONSORS OF THE SHAMROCK 

Ad space is currently available in our new monthly format!  For 
$120 a year, your business will be featured every month in the 
Shamrock in print form, on our website, and on our Facebook 
page! Sponsors help us to offset our printing costs for this vital 
part of our communications ministry! 
 
 
 
 

office: 775-831-1418/ office@tahoeepiscopal.org 
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Staff & Committee Chairs  
 

 
The Rev. Sarah A. Dunn 

Rector 

 
The Rev. Dr. David J. Mussatti 

Priest (adjunct) 

 
The Rev. Jim Kelly 

Priest  (retired) 

 
Donna Axton 
Music Director 

 
Jessica Rotter 

Parish Administrator/ Shamrock 

 
Bob Skidmore 

Columbarium/ Flannel Team 

 
David Vomund 

Finance  

 
Judy Morrison & Viki Welling 

Godly Play 

 
Connie Skidmore & Cherry Barney 

Outreach 

 
Karen Barney 

Webmaster  
 

 

 

 

 

Vestry 
 

Jan Hrindo, Kay Lehr,  
Gary Thomsen (2018-2021 term) 

 
Cindy Boudett, Karen Colbert, 
    Mike Wang (2019-2022 term )  

 
Nora Beauchamp, Bob Brust,  
Daniel Gollery (2020-2023 term) 
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Advertising Space 

Available 
Please call: 

775-831-1418 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Independent Investment Advisor  

775-832-8555 

www.VomundInvestments.com 


