
Counselor
Toolkit

Applying to Australia

Dive into this month’s Counselor Toolkit for essential resources
on the following topics:

Inspire Path

Inspire Path + Applying to Australia

Learn all about the upcoming Inspire Path events in December for students

Tips on how to guide your students applying to Australia, including factors to consider and
recommended timelines on how to guide your students applying to Australia

Find out more about Cialfo’s Direct Apply, and complimentary services including application
fee waivers, guaranteed scholarships, free visa processing and pre-departure support when
your students use Direct Apply and successfully enroll in an Australian partner university 



About Inspire Path
Invite your students to join the Inspire Path, a year-long
curriculum hosted by Cialfo to guide your students
towards finding their ideal paths for higher education. 

Each month, we will host three webinars with a
combination of application-focused webinars and skill
development sessions to help your students illuminate
their paths towards success in college and beyond:

See you on Thursdays
every month!

College Bound

Hot Skills

Strategic Preparation

Live, informational webinar with university admissions officers for students to hear first-hand
advice on the college application process.

On-demand videos with worksheets that will guide students towards discovering their own
unique character traits and allow them to develop interpersonal skills. 

Live webinars featuring a range of university representatives (undergraduate students, academic
advisors, faculty, etc.) to share insights into different aspects of university life including academics
and campus culture.

8:00 - 9:00 PM SGT (GMT +8)
5:30 - 6:30 PM IST (GMT +5.5)

12.15.22 - Why Canada May be the Study Destination of
Your Dreams

REGISTER FOR THE SESSIONS ON CIALFO NOW 

Program Schedule for December
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12.01.22 - Wellness Seminar: Steps to Health 
                   and Happiness

College Bound – live, informational
webinars with university representatives
to hear first-hand advice and insights on
the college admissions process. 

Strategic Preparation – live webinars
featuring a range of university
representatives to share insight on
different aspects of university life
including academics and campus culture.

Hot Skills – on-demand videos with
worksheets that will guide you towards
discovering your unique character traits
and developing your interpersonal skills.

DECEMBER

PROGRAM THEMES:

12.08.22 - How Advanced Coursework Impacts 
                   College Admissions

Illuminating the Path to Your Success

MEET SPEAKERS FROM:

MEET SPEAKERS FROM:

MEET SPEAKERS FROM:

More speakers to be announced!

https://app.cialfo.co/app/events/129
https://app.cialfo.co/app/events/129
https://app.cialfo.co/app/events/129


Download Banner

Date: December 1 (Thu)
Meet representatives from: Green School Bali (Indonesia)

Date: December 8 (Thu)
Meet representatives from: Queen Mary University of London (UK)

Date: December 15 (Thu)
Meet representatives from: McGill University (Canada), Dalhousie University (Canada)

Dear students, 

I hope you have been enjoying the semester so far. Please register for the Inspire Path, a program organized by Cialfo with
application-focused webinars and skill development sessions to illuminate the path to your success in college and beyond.

The three webinars taking place in December are as follows: 

Wellness Seminar: Steps to Health and Happiness

Between balancing college applications, schoolwork, activities, and additional community pressure, you are managing a
heavy workload from all corners. Let's unpack the emotions around studying and completing tasks, and find effective ways to
engage in a healthy lifestyle. This session will be provide activities to allow you to take ownership of your time and support
your overall well-being.

(This is an on-demand recording. Recording will be available after the stated event date and time. Please download the self
study guide here.)

How Advanced Coursework Impacts College Admissions

Maintaining good grades and having a strong transcript is a critical factor in college admissions success. However, how does
the specific coursework on your transcript impact the outcome of your college applications? Depending on the universities
you apply to, there may be certain guidelines for selecting classes during high school to provide you a stronger foundation
towards admissions at selective universities. 

Join this session to learn about how you can balance the decision of selecting challenging coursework while doing well in
those courses. Get insight on how these advanced coursework pairs with your overall profile and impact college admissions.

Why Canada May be the Study Destination of Your Dreams

With globally recognized universities and a less expensive alternative to studying internationally, Canada stands to be one of
the most popular study destinations among international students. Enjoy a dynamic education system in a country that is
resource rich and highly industrialized. Learn about the different programs, scholarships, and careers available in Canada.

Register for the December sessions here. 

All webinars will be taking place at 8:00 - 9:00 PM SGT/CST (GMT +8). (Not sure what time the webinars are taking place in
your time zone? Use this Time Zone Converter.)

Please make sure to click on the link above to register for the sessions. After successful registration, you should also receive
reminder emails leading up to the sessions you have signed up for. 

Let’s make full use of this school year together. Send me a message if you need assistance with registrations.

Getting your students to register for Inspire Path is easy. Use the template below to reach out to your students
and make registering for the Inspire Path sessions in October a part of their to-do list now!

Invite your students to participate in Inspire Path
Inspire Path is the perfect opportunity for your students to connect directly with university representatives for
information on college tips and tricks, and learn the soft skills they will need to become self-sufficient learners
in college and beyond. 
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1DPZd_b1Q26Oz58VpJVkT215V18QKebD3
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1DPZd_b1Q26Oz58VpJVkT215V18QKebD3
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1DPZd_b1Q26Oz58VpJVkT215V18QKebD3
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1DPZd_b1Q26Oz58VpJVkT215V18QKebD3
https://www.cialfo.co/guides
https://app.cialfo.co/app/events/129
https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html


Sixth largest country in the world – high
chance that your student might already
have connections to/living in Australia!

Third most popular study population
globally – Australia is home to 42
world-standard universities, with 7
ranked in the top 100 universities by
QS University Rankings 

Consistently voted in the Top 10 of the
world’s most safe and liveable cities

Safe country with a diverse student
population – 24% of Australian
university students are international!

An English speaking multicultural
country where more than 50% of
people were born overseas

Great country for study, work and stay

What’s available 
to study?

Academic
requirements

University and course
reputation/rankings Location Cost

Accommodation Extracurricular
activities

Teaching/
learning style Size Length of degree
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APPLYING TO AUSTRALIA
Counselor Toolkit

1 Why choose to study in Australia?

Factors to consider when choosing an Australian institution2

Don’t be afraid to ask students and parents about their expectations on the following when putting
together a recommendation for a best-fit Australian university:

DID YOU KNOW? The Group of Eight (Go8) comprises Australia's leading research-intensive universities,
responsible for almost 70 per cent of Australia's research, and are considered as the
local equivalent of America's Ivy League or the United Kingdom's Russell Group:



Melbourne
Ballarat
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3 Australia at a glance

Western
Australia

Northern
Territory

Charles Darwin University

Charles Darwin University

CQUniversity Australia

University of the Sunshine Coast

Griffith University

Queensland University of Technology

University of Queensland

University of Southern Queensland

Bond University

Southern Cross University
University of New England
University of Newcastle
Charles Sturt University 

Australian Catholic University
Macquarle University
University of New South Wales
University of Sidney
University of Technology, Sidney
University of Western Sidney

University of Wollongong

Australia National University

University of Tasmania

 Deakin University 

Carnegle Mellon University 

Curtin University 

Edith Cowan University 

Murdoch University 

University of Western Australia

University  of Notre Dame,
Australia

Flinders University 

University of Adelaide 
University College London 

University of South Australia

Torrens University Australia

Federation University
Australia 

La Trobe University 
RMIT University 

Monash University 
Swinburne University of Technology 

University of Melbourne
Victoria University

University of Divinity

University of Canbera

South
Australia

Queensland

Townsville

Rockhampton

Moroochydore

Brisbane

Toowoomba

Gold Coast

Lismore
New South 

Wales
Armidale

Newcastle
Bathurst
Sidney

Wollongong
Canberra

Adelaide

Fremantle

Perth

Victoria

Hobart

Where are some of the most popular institutions located in Australia?
Use this map to identify where your right-fit university is situated!



 Comprehensive degree Specialist degrees Double degrees

Best suited for…
Students who have a general
interest in a general field of study,
but are not exactly sure what they
want to specialize in 

Students with very specialized
interests and skillsets

Students with very niche career
interests/multiple areas of interest (e.g.
Engineering students often choose to
do an additional degree in IT)

How it works 8 units = course specific (e.g.
core modules)
8 units = majors
8 units = electives

Three-year degree, made up of 24
units (subjects)

Very specialized study design
dependent on the program type

Structure varies between courses – can
range from 3 - 5 years in length

Benefits 

Students get to mix and
match and try different
classes in their first year, and
nominate a preferred major
at the end
Proceed to specialize in said
major from Year 2 onwards

Allows student to achieve the
necessary accreditations
required for a career in the
appropriate field

Students can graduate up to two
years sooner than if they had taken
the courses separately – required
units from one degree can count
towards elective in the other

Some double degree courses
incorporate both an undergraduate
and graduate element, which
means students can graduate with
both a bachelor’s and graduate
master’s degree!

Examples
Arts
Business
Information Technology
Science

Architectural design
Laws
Medicine and surgery
Pharmaceutical science
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4

5

A week in the life of a typical Australian university student

Type of degrees

The Australia system is characterized by an interactive style of learning and encourages students
to take an active role in the classroom. While dependent on the type of program, most students will
experience the following timetable throughout their Australian university journey: 

Tutorial/Lab Independent Study

A smaller group led by a
tutor involving collaborative
and interactive activities.

Independent review of
course materials, readings,
and work on assignments.

Lecture

Per Week

12 Hours 28 Hours

Per Week

A large group led by an expert
instructor in that specific field.

May go up to 16 - 18 hours,
depending on lab work

Most students typically take around 4 modules each semester on a four-day work week basis.

It is common for students to have to take a test/do a presentation as part of continuous assessment
during tutorial time every 2-3 weeks, with a small percentage of the overall grade also attributed to
classroom participation.



Semester One Semester Two

February

For Semester One intake in February, apply any
time during the year as long as there is sufficient
time for visas and travel arrangements and the
course has not been filled.

Note: For courses with quotas,
apply as early as possible!

For Semester Two
intake in July

Apply by December 1st
for an offer/decision by

January 31st

July December
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6 Australia application milestones: Are you keeping your students on track?

Australia is known for its “rolling admissions” for international students – this means that there are
no deadlines, unless the student is applying for courses (e.g. medicine, nursing, pharmacy etc)
where there are a very limited number of places available. However, this does not mean that you
should leave everything to the last minute! Check out this guideline for a recommended timeline
you can follow with your students for Australia applications:

February–July

November-December

August

Research and finalize list of schools, and if possible, encourage
students to visit any of the campuses they are interested in.

Meet with students and submit university application(s)

Ensure results and all necessary documents have been sent to the
university; prepare for interview/portfolio (only if required)

December-March

May-June

April

What do admissions officers
look out for?

General undergraduate admission requirements

How to apply?

Minimum age requirements (typically 17)
Academic entry requirements (varies with
university/program)
English entry requirements
Prerequisite subject requirements
Additional requirements (if applicable; may be in the
form of an entrance examination)

International students on an Australian Year 12
curriculum or domestic applicants will apply through
the Victorian Tertiary Admissions Center (VTAC)

All other international students can apply online
directly to the University or via Cialfo’s Direct Apply

- External examination results (IB, AP, SAT,
ACT). Some universities may accept predicted
grades for international students, and some
allow predicted grades if the school is on a list
of approved schools. 

- TOEFL OR IELTS (or other recognized
equivalent)

- IB Diploma vs. Non-IB (if non-IB, external
exams are needed)

Note that all university offers will be
conditional until final grades are completed

- High school transcript



Save time: Your students can use just one platform to gather information and apply to Canadian universities directly using a
simple 4-step process. Manage and track all of your students’ applications and send documents to universities seamlessly on
Cialfo without the need for toggling between several platforms to stay on top of each student’s application status!

Save money: Students who secure an offer from a Direct Apply university receive guaranteed Cialfo scholarships (no extra
application required!), visa service fee waivers and personalized pre-departure guidance from Cialfo’s dedicated team of Student
Education Advisors. There’s no more need for students to spend money on consulting external agencies – Cialfo is here to guide
them to find their right-fit universities!

Unparalleled convenience: Students only need to complete a simple application form for the universities they wish to apply to.
The form has been designed to make it easy for students to focus on responding to just one section at a time, with pre-filled
information taken from student profile sections. All data entered would also be auto-saved, to make it easy for students to
navigate and complete later at their convenience.

End-to-end support: Our Direct Apply support team will be with you every step of the way to ensure you enjoy full oversight of their
students throughout the entire application process.

Comprehensive application platform - Direct Apply allows your
graduating students to apply to universities in Australia and other
countries via simple application forms! 

Partnered with top Australian universities including University of
Sydney, Monash University, University of Adelaide and Deakin
University - Seamless integration with the Australian admissions
system. Your applications go directly to the admissions office. No
third party is involved!

Professional and international Direct Apply support team -
Applications made simple for counselors, students, and guardians
with personalized support at every stage of the college research,
application, and post-enrollment process. 

Exclusive to Cialfo’s Direct Apply: Apply to Australian universities in
our Direct Apply network and receive guaranteed Cialfo scholarships,
visa service fee waivers and 1:1 pre-departure guidance!

      Cialfo Tip: Manage your Australia applications with Cialfo’s  
 ddllDirect Apply

"Cialfo has helped me a lot, starting from my university applications to
successful completion of my visa application. They connected me with the
universities and kept me updated throughout the process.They also gave
regular updates on my application and helped me a lot with connecting with
my university. 

Managing my applications with Cialfo has really helped to take a lot of work
off my hands and made the process less stressful for me."

ADITYA BANGER
Student and Successful Direct Apply User
Mayo College Ajmer, India
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11 Apply with Australia with Cialfo’s Direct Apply

Why choose Cialfo’s Direct Apply? 

Need more information? Contact your Cialfo representative
now or click here to submit a demo request

https://www.cialfo.co/en-intl/demo


CLICK HERE TO JOIN THE CIALFO
COMMUNITY FOR MORE RESOURCES ON
APPLYING TO AUSTRALIA AND OTHER

UNIVERSITIES WORLDWIDE
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12 Other helpful resources and websites for Australia applications

Study Australia

Medical schools in Australia

Law schools in Canada

Scholarships for international students

The Medic Portal
Australian Medical Association

Council of Australia Law Deans

Australian government scholarships

Do us a favor and complete this 2-min survey to
let us know how we can improve, and stand a
chance to win a $30 Starbucks voucher!

Enjoyed this month's Counselor Toolkit? 

Click here to participate

https://community.cialfo.co/
https://cialfohq.typeform.com/to/R8BMT0ON
https://www.studyaustralia.gov.au/
https://www.themedicportal.com/application-guide/study-medicine-in-australia/study-medicine-in-australia-for-international-students/
https://www.ama.com.au/resources/how-to-become-a-doctor
https://cald.asn.au/slia/
https://www.studyaustralia.gov.au/english/study/scholarships
https://cialfohq.typeform.com/to/R8BMT0ON

