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INTRODUCTION 
One of the most unique tensions illuminated by work is the fact that we don’t have enough time. 
If we were to attempt to do everything asked of us by family, work, and friends, and everything 
we ought to do to stay healthy, develop as a person, and enjoy life with all our hobbies, we 
quickly realize we just can’t do it. It’s not an issue of discipline or scheduling. At the end of the 
day we simply don’t have enough time. As a result, someone or something in our lives will feel 
robbed of time. So what do we do? 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

1. How did your parents handle the demands on their time? Did they rob the right jar or the 
wrong jar? How did that impact you and how you spend your time today? 

 
2. Read Daniel 1:3-8. Buck said we all will face the “Daniel Dilemma.” (You can’t have it all, 

someone or something will be robbed of time.) Talk about where you feel the Daniel 
Dilemma in your life.  

 
3.  How did you feel about Buck’s word picture of handing over the bucket when we ask our 

spouse, kids, etc. to bear a responsibility that doesn’t belong to them? 
 

4. When the bucket “crashes,” it often reveals what’s most important in our lives. If a 
“bucket crash” came in your life, what would you do differently? How would your 
prioritize your time differently? What’s preventing you from doing that now? 

 
5. Read Daniel 1:8. Daniel, “resolved not to…”. He made up his mind. He would not rob the 

right thing regardless of what it might cost him. Where do you need to have that kind of 
“Daniel resolve” in your life? 

 
6. Read Daniel 1:9. What fears do you have about the idea of choosing to rob work? What 

would happen? What would God need to do? Do you trust God is big enough to provide 
a “Now God” moment in your life?  How can this group encourage you to trust God? 

 
 
CHANGING YOUR MIND 
Now God had caused the official to show favor and compassion to Daniel. Daniel 1:9 
 


