
This case study is representative of investigations CCL has previously been involved in. Details such as 
names and locations have been changed and any likeness to persons living or dead is co-incidental.
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Road Traffic Collision: Scenario 

The police were called to the scene of a road 
traffic incident involving a Ford Ranger and 
a Mini at a busy junction. The driver of the 
Mini was killed and two pedestrians suffered 
minor injuries. The driver of the Ford had 
failed to stop at a red light; eyewitnesses 
reported that this vehicle had been moving 
erratically prior to the crash.
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•   Video recordings were examined 
to determine whether the crash 
or the events leading to it were 
captured.

•   The mobile phones were sent to 
a digital forensics laboratory for 
examination to establish if the 
screen was active and if any apps 
were being used in the moments 
prior to the collision.

•   The vehicles were taken to a 
secure facility where they were 
examined by vehicle forensics 
specialists.

•   To assist prosecution, an analyst 
assembled data from the various 
sources into a timeline of events, 
and video footage was used for 
scene reconstruction.

The Investigation

•   It was concluded that the driver 
of the Mini was not responsible 
for the collision.

•   It was established that the 
driver of the Ford had been 
involved in an instant messaging 
conversation whilst driving and 
was typing a message at the 
point of the collision. It was also 
shown that the vehicle had been 
travelling over the speed limit 
prior to the collision.

•   Video footage and telematics 
records confirmed that the 
vehicle was swerving dangerously 
past pedestrians and other road 
users and braking heavily in the 
minutes prior to the incident. 
 

When presented with 
the strength of the 
evidence, the driver 
pled guilty to causing 
death by dangerous 
driving and was 
sentenced to four 
years’ imprisonment.

Outcome

The mobile devices were 
examined to establish if 
they were in use during the 
collision.

Satellite navigation data 
was recovered from the 
mobile phones and the 
Ford’s telematics system, 
giving an insight into driving 
patterns and responses.

Account details for 
messaging and social 
media apps were 
established, and data 
was requested from 
and provided by cloud 
providers.

Video footage from CCTV, 
smartphones, dashcams, 
and helmet cameras was 
forensically collected.

At the scene
The mobile phones of drivers were seized. Steps were taken to ensure that they remained powered-on 
and unlocked until they reached the digital forensics laboratory, ensuring the best extraction was possible. 
Had the devices been locked or powered down, it may not have been possible to carry out an extraction.

Both vehicles were seized for examination of their infotainment and telematics systems. CCTV and other 
public video footage recorded near the incident was collected by investigators.
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