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Our Mission

PANCREATIC CANCER is the only cancer which remains in the
single digits for chance of survival beyond five-years of diagnosis.

There have been minimal changes in mortality rates since 1998.
In 2019, the incidence of deaths from pancreatic cancer overtook
that from breast cancer, and it is expected to become the 2nd
leading cause of all cancer deaths by 2030. 

 2021 saw an 11.67% increase in pancreatic cancer incidences in
Canada. When patients first present, the vague signs and
symptoms often go unrecognized and undiagnosed. 

Craig’s Cause Pancreatic Cancer
Society is a national charity
dedicated to both increasing
survival and improving the
quality of life for every Canadian
diagnosed with pancreatic
cancer through: 

PANCREATIC
CANCER 
IS A RARE
DISEASE 

THAT IS THE 
THIRD LEADING 

CAUSE OF 
CANCER

DEATHS IN 2021 
IN CANADA

public awareness  

healthcare education .

patient support 

research
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PLATFORM
2021

GOALS
Jan 1,
2021

Dec
31,2021

increase / decrease 

Facebook 10% increase 1505 2102 14%

FB Likes 10% increase 1856 2041 10%

Twitter 10% increase 1265 1617 18%

Instagram 10% increase 685 954 12%

Let's Talk 10% increase 945 2456 160%

LinkedIn build page 0 148 148%

YouTube 10% increase 250 306 22%

Overall 10% increase 6506 9624 38%

public awareness  

monthly e-newsletter 
monthly e-blast to medical community
daily posts on platforms at scheduled times for more pickup
Linkedin and Pinterest accounts set up
better use all around of donor application
increasing brand engagement
building brand awareness and creating interest in our programs
first mail-out to all donors/participants

Objectives
To increase public understanding of the early signs and symptoms of
pancreatic cancer, the diagnostic pathways, and the treatment options
through educating (general public & medical). Bringing awareness of
our programs (general public & medical). Lobbying for better practices
and creating a bigger community.

Outcome(s)

Impact
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IMPRESSIONS 2020 2021
increase/
decrease

Twitter 226,800 349,900 + 54%

Facebook *317,512 314,349 -1%

Instagram **10,881 7604 -30%

YouTube 3548 22,673 + 639%

No. of
Press

Releases

Total
Pickup

Potential
Pickup

Hits
Public
Views

Media
Views

Organization
al Views

8 196 364 mil 1521 6351 476 470

public awareness  

*Facebook outlier posts (Nov/20 & Dec/20) = 80,900 
**Instagram outlier posts (Both Dec/20) = 3851
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80% of patients with pancreatic cancer
are diagnosed at an advanced stage.



Fundraising at a Glance '21 
Signature event; Light Up the Lake™ took place across Canada virtually.
We had almost 300 participants. 
Started the process for having one Data Management System for all
information to be homed.
Even with restrictions, third party events went on throughout the country
and were very successful!
With the rebrand we have put together a new corporate package for
sponsorship.
Received sponsorship for our inaugural National Pancreas Conference,
the first of its kind in North America. 
Third Party Fundraisers

Purple Lights (AB/BC) 
ATV Fundraiser (ON) 
Carla's Crusaders (SK) 
Jacob Stone (QC) 
Kingston Kruze (NB) 
Plus birthday, memorials and more...
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Diagnosis
Treatment
Management
Clinical Trials
Research 

Through the research of Drs. Michele Molinari, Scott Hurton, Robin
Urquhart, Winson Cheung, and Julie Hallett, we know that a significant
proportion of patients (46% - 60% depending on study and province), with
advanced pancreatic cancer do not receive treatment. This is a concerning
trend, as research clearly indicates that patients have better outcomes and
have a better quality of life with supportive care. Additionally, the World
Pancreatic Cancer Coalition recognizes the importance of patients accessing
referrals to healthcare professionals who focus on symptom management
and supportive care because it is critical for patient outcomes and quality of
life. 

Strategic programming which educates about improving patient outcomes
and increasing survival rates are key themes throughout our Healthcare
Educational Pillar. Our programs will focus on strengthening a cross-
disciplinary communication network in the healthcare field that facilitates
optimal treatment and management of pancreatic cancer, along with
increasing access to Clinical Trials and promising research. 

Mission of Pillar: 
To improve pancreatic cancer patient outcomes and quality of life, by
educating treating physicians about novel approaches in: 

healthcare education
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Canada wide Needs assessment completed on HCP’s
Literature Review of the Landscape of Pancreatic Cancer in Canada
Partnered with The Canadian Association of General Surgeons
(CAGS)
Canada’s first National Pancreas Conference which was also
accredited  
Created sessions on relevant pancreatic cancer topics, partnered
with internationally recognized experts in the following fields of
study:

Clinical Research 
Funding Opportunities
Artificial Intelligence
Immunotherapy
Ablation Therapy
PEI, PERT and Nutrition
Neoadjuvant Therapy
Precision Medicine
Disparities in Heathcare

On demand videos of each session will be hosted in:
The Rounds
CAGS Resource Library
Craig’s Cause Pancreatic Cancer Society Website

Objectives
To bring together investigators from the basic, translational, and
clinical disciplines and provide them with a venue to learn and discuss
advancements in the diagnosis, treatment and management of
pancreatic cancer, both in research and clinical advancements.

Outcome(s)
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133 physicians in The Rounds Pancreatic Cancer Community (78 in
Conference Community)

86% of participants said that the conference met the overall objectives
93% of respondents indicated that their participation inspired immediate
changes in their personal practice and/or ongoing reflection on how to
implement the conference material to change the outcome for their
patients
Twitter Impressions Consisted of

50,621 (14.5% of overall impressions for the year)
Canadian Association of General Surgeons asked permission to use videos
in the Resource Library
More physicians reached, including rural communities, due to virtual
approach

Physicians Impacted

8



9



Describe the current statistics and trends for pancreatic cancer
incidence and prevalence
Define the genetic and nongenetic risk factors associated with the
development of pancreatic cancer
Recognize the disease presentation and findings in the physical
examination
Describe and utilize the diagnostic algorithm, particularly as it
relates to the importance of an early diagnosis
Provide an overview of the different treatment protocols and
management for pancreatic cancer, including the referral
procedure and current clinical trials

Accredited in February 2020 with edits made in 2020-2021 
Edits accepted in November 2021
Soft Launch of e-Learning Module was on November 19th, 2021
The Rounds launch was November 26th, 2021

The Rounds marketing campaign had 6,000 physician impressions
24 General Practitioners have enrolled 
Completion number is very high by industry standards
Feedback received has been 100%, with one physician personally
reaching out to state that the program was “really excellent” 
Over 6,000 general practitioners have seen this program
More physicians reached, including rural communities, due to
virtual approach

Objectives
After completing this online learning module, General Practitioners
will be able to:

Outcome(s)

Physicians Impacted
**Metrics are from Nov. 26th - December 31st

e-Learning Module
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patient support  

Craig’s Cause Pancreatic Cancer Society is the only national charity that
provides patient support directly to those diagnosed with pancreatic
cancer and their caregivers. Our objective is to empower them with
knowledge, enabling patients and caregivers to better navigate the
pancreatic cancer journey and to self-advocate for the best, current
standard of care and access to clinical trials.

Our patient support services are designed to support a wide range of
needs and we know, from feedback from those that have used our
services, that they offer vital support to those that are navigating this
life-altering diagnosis. 

However, we also know that there are a significant number of patients
and caregivers who would benefit from patient support services who
are not accessing them. Over the next three years we will address this
unmet need by investing in our marketing efforts, particularly to
Cancer Centres and health care professionals. We are committed to
being there for every Canadian – no matter the province or territory.
We aim to increase uptake of our direct patient services by 25%.

MISSION OF PROGRAMS
To provide pancreatic cancer patients and their
caregivers direct support. We help with access to

professional healthcare advice, as well as financial,
practical and emotional support services. 
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For 2021 we looked at the metrics together, as they streamed the questions
coming in. 
The metrics indicated one less submission, however the majority of the
submissions occurred from July to December, with the most coming in, in
December. This trend is continuing into January 2022. 
Participants of both programs were from 8 of the 10 provinces. 
Prince Edward Island, Manitoba and the Territories did not use either
program. 
Patients and caregivers found out about us:

Objectives

Our Ask a Doctor™ program was created in 2007 with the goal to empower
patients and caregivers with knowledge, enabling them to better navigate the
pancreatic cancer journey and to self advocate for current standard of care
and clinical trial options. Our Medical Advisory Committee includes
professionals from almost every healthcare discipline.

Pancreatic Cancer Clinical Trial Finder™ - Our Clinical Trials Finder, using
our Medical Advisory Committee, finds the right clinical trials for patients.
Increasing patient enrolment in clinical trials, in a timely manner, will
increase survival rates and improve quality of life. 

Outcome(s)

Patients Impacted
47 Patients were supported with follow-up contact maintained. 

Social Media
32%

Online/Website
28%

Other
16%

Advocacy
Organizations

12%Word of Mouth
12%

Patient Programs 
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In late July of 2020 we updated
our Criteria, based on CRA’s
Poverty Line Measure from
$25,000 to $42,000.00. This is
household income. We also made
adjustments to who qualified,
opening it up to more patients in
need. 
Saskatchewan, Manitoba, PEI and
territories did not have anyone
apply. We increased by one
province. 
Uptake in Quebec has been
extensive and our French
Applications are being used now. 

Objectives
Our Patient Financial Support
Grants™ program addresses the
severe financial hardships that can
occur due to a pancreatic cancer
diagnosis. Our grants assist with
expenses, to alleviate some of those
strains. 

Outcome(s)

Patients Impacted
36 patients supported. 
$42,000 in financial aid provided. 
*at time of publishing

Patient Financial 
Support Grants™

414 registrations; a 68% increase. 
Participants are from 7 different
countries but the trend in late
2021 was that Canadian
participation was increasing,
which is what we want to see. 
We covered many important
topics related to pancreatic cancer

Grief/Depression/Anxiety
Palliative Care/End of Life
PEI /Pancreatic Enzymes
Precision Medicine/Know
Your Tumour
Support Care with
Pharmaceuticals
Nutrition Solutions
Lap of Honour
Connection 
Cancer Hacks
Mental Health Strategies

Although caregivers say they want
the support it appears that they are
more comfortable posting online
than in a Zoom session. They want
information on how to support
their loved ones

Objectives
To support caregivers and patients,
by empowering them with
knowledge, skills, and coping
mechanisms within an environment
of social support. 

Outcome(s)

Patients Impacted
414 Registrations. 

Support4Caregivers™

Patient Programs 

417.7k 
impressions 
on YouTube
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 2020 2021
Decrease
/Increase

Ask a Doctor / Clinical
Trials

48 47 0%

Patient Financial
Grants

23,000.00 32,900.00 43% increase

Support for Caregiver 246 414 68% increase

Let’s Talk Pancreatic
Cancer

1,200 2,700 57% increase

Presentations to Cancer
Centers

N/A 30+ 100% increase

Phone Number
Average 22.5
calls/month

Average 35 calls/month 55% increase

Patient Programs 
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research  
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"Duodenopancreatectomy versus Best Supportive Care for Pancreatic Adenocarcinoma."
Researcher: Dr. Michele Molinari, Associate Professor, Department of Surgery and
Community Health, Dalhousie University
"Treatment Provided to NS patients, is it Optimal?" / "CRTP General Public Summary"  
 Researcher: Dr. Scott Hurton
"The Role of P11 Protein in Pancreatic Cancer" / "CRTP General Public Summary"        
 Researcher: Moamen Bydoun (Supervisor, Dr. David Waisman, Department of
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, Canada Research Chair in Cancer Research)
"Use of a Novel Extracellular Microvesicle Capture Method for the Enrichment and
Identification of Pancreatic Cancer Biomarkers"                                                                                            
Researchers: Stephen Lewis, Rodney Ouellette and Anirban Ghosh, Moncton-based Atlantic
Cancer Research Institute
“Understanding the roles of CTP Synthase and gemcitabine in pancreatic cancer”               
 Researcher: Gregory McCluskey (Supervisor, Dr. Stephen L. Bearne, Head of the
Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, cross-appointed with the Department
of Chemistry)
"Could a vaccine prevent cancer from spreading after surgery?"                                                  

 Researcher: Dr Rebecca Auer, scientist and surgical oncologist at the Ottawa Hospital

Research Institute (click here for bio)
"Combined VSV and NKT cell activation in Panc-02 pancreatic cancer"                                   
 Researcher: Adam Nelson, Masters Student, Dalhousie University
"Repurposing anti-folate receptor antibodies for NK-driven precision pancreatic cancer
immunotherapy"                                                                                                                                              
Researcher: Helmi Alfarra, Post-Doctorate Student, Dalhousie University
"Development of natural killer cell–based precision immunotherapy for pancreatic
cancer"                                                                                                                                                                           
Researcher: Dr. Jeanette Boudreau, Canadian Cancer Society, Dalhousie University
"Direct inhibition of mRNA translation for treatment of pancreatic cancer"                             
 Researcher: Dr. Michael Pollack, Canadian Cancer Society, Lady Davis Institute
"Precise Pancreatic Tumour Targeting with NK Cell Mediated Immunotherapy."                 
 Researcher: Stacey Lee, PhD Student, Dalhousie University

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

Funded by:
1 CCPCS

2, 3, 5, 7, 8, 11 CCPCS & BHCRI
4 CCPCS & NBHRF

9, 10 CCPCS, CIHR & CCS
6 CCPCS, CCS, NPCF & QEII



Craig's Cause Pancreatic Cancer Society
P.O. Box 8561

Halifax, N.S. B3K 5M3
1.877.212.9582

www.craigscause.ca
info@craigscause.ca

WE THANK YOU
OUR PROGRAMS
FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT IN
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@CraigsCauseCan


