
Objectives Persuasive Writing Extra 
Information

Lesson 3 – Whole 
Class Version.

L.O: 

To Draft a Persuasive 
Letter to the ‘Aliens’ 
From Your Chosen 
Planet  Convincing 
Them to Let You Visit 
Their Planet.

STARTING ACTIVITY – (10 minutes)
Have the class talk to their learning partner about the reasons why humans would want to visit a 
different planet. Tell your pupils that aliens on another planet may not want you to visit them and 
discuss the reasons this may be, here are some examples 

GUIDANCE – if you find it hard to build a discussion around this you can draw on pupils experiences 
of aliens coming to Earth in books, films and other media – did we have reasons not to want them to 
visit in these? Use a mind map to collect pupil’s ideas on this question on a whiteboard or IWB.

 Aliens may be worried that we are unfriendly.
 Aliens may be worried that we are greedy and want to take things from their planet.

MAIN TEACHING – A letter to an alien. (10 minutes)
Talk to the class about persuasive writing - recap the key features of persuasive writing supporting 
this by showing them the peer marking checklist template on the supplementary worksheet in this pack:

 Clear reasons to support their view point. 
 Facts and evidence to support your reasons. 
 A conclusion to summarise your reasons for your reader.

Model developing some reasons to support your view point to the pupils and expand on one of these 
to create a paragraph including facts and evidence using pupil guidance where possible to involve 
the class in the modelling process. Finally, give the pupils five minutes to talk to a partner about 
what they are going to include in each paragraph (where each paragraph will expand on one reason) 
to meet the success criteria embodied by the checklist.

MAIN TASK – (30 minutes)
The pupils should now write a draft of a letter to the aliens describing why they should be allowed to 
come to visit their planet. They will be writing the final draft in the following lesson.

PLENARY –  (5 minutes)
Ask for volunteers to read their persuasive letter aloud, after each reading model giving the piece 
two stars and a wish whilst also considering if it meets the three checklist points. Have pupils stick 
in the peer marking checklist template (on the next page to allow space for editing and addition in 
the next lesson) and then swap pieces of writing to allow their partner to mark their work.

Materials Required:
Fact file from previous lesson plan.
Letter template from previous 
lesson plan.
Alien description from previous 
lesson plan.
Peer Marking Checklist Template.

Key Words: 
However 
Therefore 
Furthermore 
Persuasive 
Adjective

Differentiation:
Independent Task Scaffolding: 
Provide the pupils with the letter 
template so their focus remains on 
the persuasive writing rather than 
structuring a letter. 
Extension Activity: To include powerful 
adjectives in their persuasive writing.

Success Criteria:
 Using a letter template I can write a 

persuasive letter including all three 
points on the check-list.

 I can write a persuasive letter using 
all three points on the check-list.

  I can write a persuasive letter which 
includes all three points on the 
check-list and powerful adjectives.
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In this peer feedback form you can use the two stars to say what you really 
liked about the work; how it was created, what it contains and how well it 
covers the topic at hand. 

You can use the wish to share something you think could be improved upon 
or even share an idea that you have. But always be kind and supportive.

TWO STARS AND A WISH

Name:

In this peer feedback form you can use the two stars to say what you really 
liked about the work; how it was created, what it contains and how well it 
covers the topic at hand. 

You can use the wish to share something you think could be improved upon 
or even share an idea that you have. But always be kind and supportive.

TWO STARS AND A WISH

Name:
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