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Lesson 3 – Whole 
Class Version.

L.O: 

To Create a Character 
and Personality for 
Some of the Planets 
in our Solar System 
Using Different 
Materials.

STARTING ACTIVITY – Our Solar System Part II. (10 minutes)
Reflect with the class on the last lesson, and the planets that you explored; what personalities did your 
pupils give them and why? Remember these included:

 Mercury 
 Venus 
 Earth 
 Mars

MAIN TEACHING – The rest of our friends. (25 minutes)
GROUP DISCUSSION – Build on the conversation in the starter activity by asking what they would 
look like? And if they were to recreate them what materials would they make them out of to reflect 
this personality? 

Now tell them that they are going to learn about the rest of the planets in our solar system and what 
order they are in. Remind them of the method they used in the last lesson; as they will be doing 
this just like before. Each pupil should write on their paper of the characteristics discussed for each 
planet and from these they should write down what kind of personality they think they might have. 

This time you will be starting with the planet that is fifth closest to the Sun and the largest of all the 
planets within our solar system. Begin by introducing:

 Jupiter -  This planet is so massive that you could fit over one thousand three hundred   
 Earths inside it.

 Saturn - The sixth closest planet to the Sun and perhaps best known for its incredibly   
 striking and unusual rings. These surround its body like a giant hula hoop made of   
 a thin layer of ice and rock.

 Uranus - The seventh closest planet to the Sun, this blue-green planet has 27 small moons  
 and orbits the sun completely tilted to one side. How confusing!

 Neptune - The eighth closest planet to the Sun, Neptune is many times larger than Earth  
 and an impressive deep blue colour. This planet is named after the Roman God of Water.

Materials Required:
Paper with Sun glued to the middle
Four circle paper cut outs per 
student for making their planets

 Things to decorate our planets with, 
such as: coloured tissue paper, 
paints, felt tips or any colouring tool
Pencils
Paper
Glue stick
PVA glue
Glue spreaders
Blue Tack
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MAIN TASK – (25 minutes)
Explain to the children that they are about to start exploring the next group of planets in our solar 
system and the order in which they sit from the sun. Highlight that they will be decorating four in 
this lesson and that they will be able to get creative with different types of materials while creating 
individual personalities for each of the planets.

Tell the class that they will be  charting  (mapping out) the rest of our Solar system. Ensure each 
pupil has four paper planet cut outs and tell them to begin decorating one side of them however they 
would like! 

GUIDANCE – Remind the class that they don’t have to stick to the image of the planets as they are. 
Just focus on what their personalities might be like and how best they might portray this.

Think about what it might be like to be always tilted on your side like Uranus or is it distracting or 
comforting to have 27 little moons buzzing around you all the time? Do you think Saturn gets fed up 
of having a hoop of ice around its middle? Think about what the planets might behave like and pay 
attention to what colours and materials you have.

Encourage the class to be as creative as possible. Just like last time - when they have finished have 
them write the names of the planets on the blank sides of each circle cut out. 
Finally, ask each child to stick all eight of the planets somewhere around the  Sun  on the large piece 
of paper using Blu Tack.  Do not stick them down permanently in this lesson . Remind your pupils 
there is a particular order their planets must go in. Ask them can they remember what it is?

PLENARY –  (5 minutes)
Ask for volunteers to show the class what they decided to use for their four planets and if they can 
describe each of the various features they contain.
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Success Criteria:
 I can create four of the planets from 

our solar system.
 I can create four of the planets from 

our solar system each with their 
own unique features.

 I   can create four of the planets from 
our solar system each with their 
own unique features and place 
them in order of how close they are 
to the sun.
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Reflection Child’s Progress
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