
Objectives Alien Thesaurus Extra 
Information

Lesson 2 – Whole 
Class Version.

L.O: 

To Select 
Appropriate 
Vocabulary to 
Describe Their 
‘Alien’. 

To Use 
a Thesaurus 
Effectively in Order 
to Extend Their 
Vocabulary.

STARTING ACTIVITY – (5 minutes)
As a class recap on the fact file you created in the previous lesson about the Sun. Give the children a 
few minutes to think of 4 words that they could use to describe what they have learnt about the Sun 
and voluteer to share with the rest of the class.

MAIN TEACHING – (10 minutes)
Talk to the class about extending their vocabulary and how a thesaurus helps us to find different 
words for the same concept. Take some examples of words the class have used to describe the Sun 
and describe it using the thesaurus to find alternative words. (for example: hot - blistering).

MAIN TASK – (40 minutes)
Ask the class to look back at their individual fact files with the information about their chosen planet. 
Ask them to imagine they have just found out that there is alien life on the planet they have re-
searched.

Encourage the class to think carefully about what their planet is like and what this would mean 
the aliens would need to be like to live there (for example: the temperature, the air etc). The class 
should then design an alien and write sentences to describe it. The class needs to be able to use a 
thesaurus effectively so they must take words from the thesaurus when describing their alien. If they 
finish this task quickly have the pupils elaborate on their sentence and write a whole descriptive 
paragraph about their alien.

Plenary –  (5 minutes)
Have the class share their aliens with the pupil sitting next to them. Ask them to discuss the new 
words they found in the thesaurus and what they mean. See if they can together come up with 
additional words for each other’s aliens and ask for volunteers to share with the rest of the class.

Materials Required:
Their fact files from last week
A thesaurus

Key Words: 
Thesaurus
Descriptive
Alien
Habitat

Differentiation:
Additional support: Provide any 
pupils who may require help with 
words to describe an alien, have them 
find different words to describe the 
same concept using the thesaurus.

Success Criteria:
  I can use a thesaurus to find new 

words to describe an alien.
 I can use a thesaurus to find new 

words to describe an alien. I can 
put these new words into a 
sentence about the alien.

 I can use a thesaurus to find new 
words to describe an alien. I can 
put these words into a sentence 
about the alien, and write a 
descriptive paragraph about what 
the alien looks like and why it looks
this way.
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Objectives Making My Own Sun Extra 
Information

Reflection Child’s Progress
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