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Objectives Planet Fact File Extra 
Information

Lesson 1 – Whole 
Class Version.

L.O: 

Create a Fact File 
of a Chosen Planet, 
Drawing on Reading 
and Research Using 
Bullet Points.

STARTING ACTIVITY – (10 minutes)
As the pupils come into the classroom have a mnemonic displayed which teaches the children how 
to remember the planets in order. You can use the worksheet on the next page.

For example: My (Mercury) Very (Venus) Easy (Earth) Method (Mars) Just (Jupiter) Speeds 
(Saturn) Up (Uranus) Naming (Neptune) THE PLANETS!

Have the class try to make up their own mnemonics to remember the planets in order.

MAIN TEACHING – (10 minutes)
Explain to the children that they will be making fact files on a planet of their choice.   Talk to the 
children about what bullet points are used for (breaking up complicated information, making 
information easier to read, turning information into a list) and how they are used.

As a class, read a small amount of information about the Sun and together pick out the key
information, bullet pointing facts about the Sun (Modelling how to create a fact file using bullet 
points).

MAIN TASK – (40 minutes)
Give the class time to research two planets of their choice, other than (using books or the internet) 
and ask them to create a fact file about these planets, using bullet points to present the information 
they have retrieved. Tell the class that over the period of the next few lessons we will be exploring 
more of the Solar System, the planets and beings within it.

Plenary –  (5 minutes)
Ask select pupils of mixed abilties to present their research, reading their fact files aloud to the class 
if they feel confident enough to, or have the teacher read it out for them.

Materials Required:
Laptops/ Ipads with internet or 
books about different planets
Paper
Pens/ pencils
Pictures and names of the planets 
in order

Key Words: 
Mnemonic
Planet names featured in Starting 
Activty
Bullet points

Differentiation:
Additional support: Provide the 
children with the information on 
their chosen planet, highlighting key 
points for them.
Extension/ challenge: To use 
parenthesis (dashes, commas and 
brackets) in their writing.

Traffic light expected lesson 
outcomes:

 I used a book/ the internet to 
retrieve information.

 I used a book/ the internet to 
retrieve information and I recorded 
the information.

 I used a book/ the internet to 
retrieve information and I recorded 
the information using bullet points. 

Encke’s Lesson - Literacy

Encke’s Lesson 1 - Literacy 
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Literacy - Worksheet

Encke’s Lesson 1 - Literacy 

Encke’s Lesson - Literacy

Task - Use this map of our Solar System to write your own mnemonic to help you remember the order of the planets.

 Mercury  Venus  Earth  Mars  Jupiter  Saturn  Neptune Uranus

Write your mnemonic here.
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Objectives Making My Own Sun Extra 
Information

Reflection Child’s Progress

Encke’s Lesson - Literacy

Encke’s Lesson 1 - Literacy 


