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Information

Lesson 3 – Whole 

Class Version.

L.O: 

I Understand How To 
String A Marionette 
Puppet.

STARTING ACTIVITY – To arms!  (15 Minutes)
Our Marionettes are almost there! All we need to do now is give our puppet some arms (if needed) 
and finally string each body part to our control rod that we made during the last lesson. Like the rest 
of your Marionettes body parts - there are many ways of creating arms. 

For a simple pair of arms, take strips of card with fingers cut out and glue or tape them onto the 
sides of your puppets Main body. Put a little bit of bend in the arms about halfway to create a kind of 
elbow joint and make a small hole in each       .

MAIN TEACHING – Stringing the Marionette. (30 minutes)
Now we can begin bringing our Puppet to life! Start by making another hole on the top of our Main 
body piece further along but still in line with where the head is       .Take a piece of string and thread 
one end through the New hole and stick it inside or tie the end in a knot. With the other end make 
a loop and tie it around the section labelled Body on our control rod. Make sure the string is not too 
short       . 

Next, we will do the same with the head of our puppet – threading and sticking a piece of string in 
the top hole we made in the previous lesson then looping the end around the section of the control 
rod marked Head       .

Finally, we will repeat the same steps for both arms and attach them to the sections marked Left 
Arm and Right Arm respectively       . Now we have a fully formed Prototype that has working 
strings and that we will decorate in the next lesson using your design drawings from lesson 1       .
Try tilting the control rod in different ways and seeing how each of the body parts move. Why not let 
your Marionette loose with a little celebratory dance?

For an optional extra. You could attach two more strings to the feet and loop them up behind the 
puppet attaching them to the sections on the control rod marked Left Foot and Right Foot then you 
could pull each string up as you move along to get a more realistic walk       .

Materials Required:
Pencil
Scissors 
String
Tape or Glue
Control rods from previous lessons
Book of Beasties Marionette 
control rod diagram

Traffic light expected lesson 
outcomes:
 I can string a basic marionette.
 I can string a basic marionette 

including each leg.
 I can string a basic marionette 

puppet including each leg and can 
also demonstrate ways to create 
gestures.
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MAIN TASK – (10 Minutes)
Explain to the children that they are about to add arms to their puppets and will learn how to add 
strings that will allow them to control their Marionettes.

PLENARY – (5 minutes)
Select 3 children and challenge them to see what kinds of poses and gestures they can make using 
their puppets. 
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REFERENCE SHEET



Reflection Child’s Progress

Obleek’s Lesson - Art - Page 4

Obleek’s Lesson - Art


