
Objectives Extra 
Information

Lesson 1 – Parent/

Child Version.

L.O: 

I Understand The 
Basics Of How To 
Build A Marionette 
Puppet.

STARTING ACTIVITY – Making a control rod/cross.  (5 Minutes)
Start by taking your straws or lolly sticks and making a double cross shape.        Tape them together 
so that they become firm and rigid. This will be how we make our puppet move. Remember that the 
centre of our controlling rod is the section where your Marionettes main body will be attached.

MAIN TEACHING – Building the basics. (10 minutes)
The goal at this stage is to create a basic body shape and legs that you will be able to add to later. 
This will make up something we call a Prototype. A Prototype is the first version of something 
where we can easily find out what works and what doesn’t work with a design. Just by seeing a 
simple version of your creation - you might find that more ideas pop into your head just like that! 
Make a note of all your ideas as you go as that’s exactly what we want to do at this stage!

Take your full-size cardboard tube and make 3 holes – two on one side and one in the centre of the 
tube on the other side         using a hole puncher or pencil.

Next thread a piece of your string         up through one hole and back out the other - then tape it 
down. You should have two ends dangling down ready for the feet. 
If your design is a four-legged         creature or animal, then why not attach two sets of legs- one at 
each end. For the feet we are going to use milk lids with holes in them - to give our puppet something 
to walk on. Take the loose bits of string and thread them through the tops of the milk lids and either 
tape them to the back or tie them in a knot so that the feet stay on.

Lastly, we will take our half size cardboard tube – this will be the head of your puppet. Make a hole in 
both the top and the bottom and thread a short piece of string through one of the holes and stick it 
down with either tape or some PVA glue. Or you could tie this in a knot instead. 

Now take the other end of that string and do the same – only this time connect the string to the top 
hole we made on our main cardboard tube.        You should now have a basic prototype of your 
Marionette that we can add arms to as well as string to your control rods next lesson!

Materials Required:
String
Straws or lolly sticks x 3 per stu-
dent
Tape
PVA Glue
Glue sticks
Plastic Milk bottle lids - with small 
holes punched out of the middle 
(just enough to thread and knot 
string through)
Pencil for making holes or a hole 
puncher
Cardboard toilet roll tubes - 1 full 
size and 1 cut to half size
Book of Beasties reference sheet - 
Marionette diagrams

Key Words: 
Prototype

Traffic light expected lesson 
outcomes: 
 I can build a basic marionette 

puppet.
 I can build a basic marionette 

puppet and talk about additional 
ideas I had during construction.

 I can build a basic marionette 
puppet and explain how I will 
implement my ideas onto my basic 
marionette shape.
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MAIN TASK – (40 Minutes)
Explain to your child/children that they are about to build a basic body shape and control rod for 
their Marionettes and that they will continue building this throughout the next lessons.

PLENARY – (5 minutes)
Ask your child/children if they had any ideas of how they will change their puppet now that they have 
built a basic Prototype.
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REFERENCE SHEET



Reflection Child’s Progress
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