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Lesson 1 – Parent/

Child Version.

L.O: 

I Understand What 
A Marionette Is And 
How To Mind Map My 
Ideas.

STARTING ACTIVITY – Mind map.  (15 Minutes)
Tell your child that they will be designing their own puppet called a Marionette – which is a type of 
puppet controlled by strings attached to a wooden cross just like the Beastie, Pup who you will meet 
in a later lesson!  The best place to start would be by deciding what kind of Marionette you would 
like to make while paying careful attention to the materials you will have access to and the shape it 
will have to be. Will it look like a person or does it have four legs like a cat or a dog? You could even 
think about giving your Marionette a set of wings made from coloured tissue paper or shoes with 
sandpaper glued to the bottom in order to help them grip onto surfaces.

Get a blank sheet of paper and start creating a Mind map of all the ideas you would like to use.

Why not use nature for inspiration? Looking at how nature does things can sometimes help us 
understand how structures and materials function. (Don’t forget to check out our previous nature 
themed Home Learning Kit.)

The process of creating something that copies or mimics what nature does is called Biomimicry. 
As an example, we create airplanes with wings just like birds - as a way of helping the plane fly. 
Or the Velcro on your shoes that copy the pads on the bottom of Geckoes feet so that they might 
stick to surfaces. 

Use a sheet of paper as a way of mapping all the ideas you would like to include while thinking about 
what kinds of materials will be available to you. Recycled materials milk bottles, egg cartons or 
yogurt cups etc.

MAIN TEACHING – Draw your marionette design. (25 minutes)
After you have all your ideas listed out, start drawing how you think your Marionette will look. 
Remember that some parts of your Marionette will have string attached to them and tied onto a 
control rod so pay attention to how many individual sections of your Marionette will hang together. 
At this stage, maybe look at examples of how people or animals walk to give you a good idea of what 
you can base your puppet design on. You could use a phone camera to record yourself and other 
family members moving as examples.

Materials Required:
Pencil or Pen
Paper

Key Words: 
Marionette
Mind map
Biomimicry

Traffic light expected lesson 
outcomes: 
 I can draw a marionette puppet.
 I can draw a marionette puppet 

based on my mind map.
 I can draw and adapt my marionette 

design based on my mind map and 
the materials available to me.
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MAIN TASK – (10 minutes)
Explain that the child/children are about to list creative ideas for their Marionette and that they 
will go on to draw a design that will be turned into an actual puppet that they will be able to control. 
Think about using everyday materials such as milk jugs, cardboard and string.

PLENARY – (10 minutes)
Ask your child to explain what they have decided to base their puppet on and how they will go on to 
achieve this as well as what materials will be used. Discuss if these are possible for you to obtain and 
if not consider alternatives.
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