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Lesson 4 – Whole 

Class Version.

L.O: 

To Check And Correct 
My Classmate’s Work, 
And Edit My Own As 
A Final Draft.

VCOP/S/G – Two stars and a wish and final draft.  (15 Minutes)
Today the class will swap their stories with other pupils and play the part of the publisher editing 
their work, making corrections and suggesting changes. 

But before we do that take time to reflect on the previous three lessons, what the children have 
learned. Have a refresher on:
 Adverbs
 Adjectives
 Interjections
 Prepositions

Take the time to think of other examples where these could all be used. This will help in the editorial 
exercise so the children can make educated and well thought out changes to their peers’ stories. 

Now spend a few minutes covering a story layout, what it should include and what makes a good 
story. Taking into account:
 Introduction
 Build up
 Conflict
 Resolution

Highlight the endless possibilities story writing offers and suggest that the class write short stories 
in their own time to encourage creativity, increase vocabulary and explore their imaginations. You 
could make this a homework task over the weekend could be to write a short story about something 
that happened and how it made them feel. 

MAIN TEACHING – How to be an editor - be constructive and creative with feedback as well as 
praise, checking spelling and grammar. (5 minutes)

Ensure the pupils know that an editor plays an important role in any creative process as they take 
amazing pieces of work and make them perfect. Being mindful of spelling, grammar, story structure 
and use of adverbs, adjectives, interjections and prepositions the pupils should use a red pen or 
pencil to write correction and suggestions on the page and once they have finished editing the work 
see if they can suggest an alternative ending to the writer’s story. This may be read out at the end of 
the lesson along with the original ending to see which the rest of the class likes the best.

Materials Required:
Story first draft
Writing materials
Lined paper
Red correction pen

Key Words: 
Publisher
Editor
Creativity 
Vocabulary 
Imaginations
Constructive
editorial assistant

Differentiation: 
Ensure every pupil has a buddy to 
share their story with. Encourage 
them to offer constructive criticism 
and not to be mean or rude about 
their classmate’s story.  

Pupils struggling in lesson will benefit 
from peer support.

Pupils have the opportunity to bring 
their work home so they can work 
independently or with an adult to 
develop their plan.
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MAIN TASK - You are the editor - You are the writer. (25 minutes)
To help concentration try playing ambient music such as bird or whale’s song, nature sounds etc. 
during the editing stage. Pupils edit each other’s stories, make suggested edits in red and if there is 
time suggest an alternative ending that the writer can choose to read out at the end. 

Mini-Plenary: Help other editors 
Those who finish sooner than others can offer their editing assistance to pupils who may be strug-
gling. An editorial assistant is just as important as an editor. 

PLENARY - (10 minutes)
Either: Have a number of the acting editors stand up and present their report on the story that they 
have edited (as long as the story writer is happy for this to happen). Have them share their two stars 
and one wish (these pages can be found in the tools and resources section), and ask that the class 
review how the editor did. 
Or: Once the chosen pupils have made the suggested changes to their story have them read out 
the final draft including the alternative ending and have the class vote on which ending they like the 
best.

HOMEWORK TASK:
Write a short story about something that happened to you over the weekend and how it made you 
feel. Taking into account everything learned over the previous three lessons and using as many 
adverbs, adjectives, interjections and prepositions as you can to ensure your story is as descriptive 
and immersive as possible.

Lapsy’s Lesson - Literacy

Traffic light expected lesson 
outcomes: 
 I edited my classmate’s story and 

corrected my own.
 I edited my classmate’s story and 

corrected my own with new 
suggested adverbs and adjectives.

 I edited my classmate’s story 
and corrected my own with new 
suggested adverbs, adjectives, 
interjections and prepositions. 
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Reflection Child’s Progress
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