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Dorg’s Lesson - Literacy

VCOP/S/G – Developing Powerful Adverbs. (15 Minutes)
Ask the children to get out their picture of their Beasties. Remind them that yesterday some of the 
class developed some amazing adjectives to describe their Beastie. Tell them today they are going 
to think of some powerful adverbs. Have each child look at their Beastie then close their eyes and 
imagine how they move. Whilst they have their eyes closed ask them can they think of an adverb 
to describe what they see and to open their eyes only when they have thought of one. Wait until all 
children have opened their eyes.

Now their eyes are all open ask a pupil to tell the class their adverb; draw it in the centre of the IWB/
Whiteboard and ask the other pupils can they think of an even more amazing word to replace this 
one. Take some adverbs from around the class and repeat the process as necessary.

Finally, tell each pupil to write their best adverb for how their Beastie moves on their page near the 
drawing. 

MAIN TEACHING – Beastie Story Planning. (15 minutes)
Ask the pupils to remember the emotion their Beastie represents and keep that in their mind. 
Can they imagine what may have caused the Beastie to have such an emotion? Take a couple of 
examples from around the class from HA students. Tell all your pupils they are going to be planning 
the story of how this happened. Tell them this is often called an ‘origin story’ because it tells how 
their Beastie originally became who they are. Ask them to talk with a partner taking it in turns to tell 
each other their idea for an ‘origin story for their Beastie’ and then allowing their partner to make 
suggestions – if they are having trouble thinking of a story idea ask their partner to help them come 
up with one. 

Once they have done this, they should write a short outline of it under their Beastie as a bullet point 
(no more than three sentences max). Next following the same format ask how others may react to 
that Beastie? 

And finally, what could happen to their Beastie to help with their emotion? (For each of these they 
should write a bullet point all no more than three sentences max).

Materials Required:
Story planner for each pupil 
depending on level (you could 
print a surplus and allocate them 
based on pupil’s confidence with 
the task in lesson - from tools and 
resources section on site)
Drawing materials
Pencil or pen depending on age 
and writing ability

    
Key Words: 
Adjective
Adverb
Protagonist
Emotion
Conflict
Resolution

Differentiation: 
Different story planning templates 
provided for different groups 
(More story stages for MA and even 
more for HA).

Pupils struggling in lesson will benefit 
from peer support.

Pupils have the opportunity to bring 
their work home so they can work 
independently or with an adult to 
develop their plan.

Objectives Extra 
Information

Lesson 2 – Whole 

Class Version.

L.O: 

To Plan An Origin 
Story For My Beastie 
Showing The Cause 
Of Their Emotion.
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Next go on to explain the structure of a story. GUIDANCE - if your pupils already know this you 
can shorten this section to allow more time for planning. 

Write the four sections names of a story on the whiteboard or IWB (as below). Then ask your pupils 
what happens in each section in turn. Write these as ideas under each section name. 
GUIDANCE – examples have been included under each one of what you should be aiming for 
in case your discussion needs guidance.

 Introduction:
 The Beastie is introduced and described.
 There should be a description of the environment the story is set in.
 Set the scene. What is the first thing to happen in the story.

 Building Up the Action:
 Develop your Beastie and introduce any other characters your story will have. (remind  
  them they can use the other Beasties they have encountered as characters or make up  
 their own).
 If there is a particular character that causes a problem for your Beastie introduce them  
 now too – make sure to put some extra effort in describing them compared to other   
 extra  characters.
 Is the world your Beastie lives in causing their emotion? Describe the changes that are  
  happening in their world.

 The Conflict:
 This is where the main event that changes your Beastie and gives them their characteristic 
 emotion happens.
 How does the protagonist (character who causes the conflict if there is one) and other 
 characters/Beasties react to this?

 The Resolution:
 This is where the problem is solved. Remind them to look at the third bullet point they  
  wrote. This is where that should happen or if it is an object that helps their Beastie   
 this is where it should be introduced. 
 They should bring their story to a clear ending. Are the characters happy in the end? Is it  
 a sad ending? This is their story they can make it happen the way they want it.

Traffic light expected lesson 
outcomes: 
 I planned a short story based on 

my Beasties.
 I planned a short story based on 

my Beastie displaying his/her 
emotion. 

 I planned a short story based on 
my Beastie displaying his/her 
emotion whilst using adverbs 
creatively and correctly.

Objectives Extra 
Information
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MAIN TASK - (25 minutes)
Pupils to plan their story using pictures and words to describe the key events following the structure 
from the main teaching. Ask them to start by writing before moving on to the pictures. 

Mini-Plenary: You should assess your pupil’s work whilst they continue after the first 15 minutes 
(think about the different characters of your pupils and who will work well together). Ask the pupil 
who is doing well to help their struggling partner then in the last 3 minutes reverse roles and have 
the pupil who originally struggled give the pupil who originally did well two stars (two things they 
really like) and a wish (something they could do better) on their story plan. (Other students can 
continue independently).

PLENARY - (5 minutes)
Have some of the pupils who struggled, if they are confident enough come out to the front and 
explain their plan to the class – allow time for other students to comment and focus particularly on 
what they think of the ending. (If the pupil would feel more comfortable, they could have their partner 
from the mini-plenary join them and help explain the plan).

Homework Task:
Ask your pupils to work on their plans after learning time that afternoon/evening to finish it off if 
they have not managed or to include as much detail as they can and beautiful colour drawings if 
they have. Tell them they should also concentrate on using powerful adverbs in their plan that they 
can use in the story they will write in the next lesson. If they have no space for these as they have 
finished writing they can write them around the rest of their page in one other colour pen.

Objectives Extra 
Information
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Objectives Making My Own Sun Extra 
Information

Reflection Child’s Progress
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