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Four font sizes used

Excessive use of rules

 Awkward placement, too 
close to the black box.

No hierarchy, confusing 
layout and hard to read.

Awkward placement of 
page numbers, aligned to 
right when everywhere 
else is aligned to left.

Rule not aligned

RAISON D’ÊTRE
 Jacobin is a leading voice of the American left, offering 
socialist perspectives on politics, economics, and culture.
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Not aligned

Not aligned

Three columns, maybe 
too narrow for articles

Center aligned

Weired placement for 
prices, sometimes left, 
sometimes right.

Bad rag
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Not aligned

Non existent hierarchy,
no idea where to look at 
and what is what. 

Too much leadingToo much spacing 
between the page 
number and title.

Center aligned

3 Column grid but the 
rows are not in grid.

Too much information 
packed together, the 
change in weights does 
not really help with the 
clarity of the texts.

Right alignment, 
doesn’t look good.
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The space looks too large.

Not a fan of the repeated 
initial letters in different 
sizes. Headings could 
surely be in a larger size.

The same 3 Column grid 
got divided into 6. Making 
the space super tight

Too much spacing 
between the page 
number and title.

Left and right has different 
margins, not sure if it is a 
designed feature.

Not aligned, it seems 
like some letters are 
squeezed, can’t tell if 
it’s a deliberate design 
choice or they just 
didn’t care about it.

Sudden change in 
arrangement.
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Not sure why “Front 
Matters” is in a lighter 
weight when it is the title 
of the whole chapter.

Might be too symmetrical.

Font size is gigantic,
the target is young people 
not elders, there is no 
reason to make it this big.

Weird alignment 2 Column grid, but the previous 
pages are using 3 column grid, 
making it seems very inconsistent.

Spacing between two 
paragraphs are too tight, 
making it hard to read 
without indentation.

Gigantic negative space

They tried to avoid only have one line of the 
next paragraph on the bottom, but now the 
right column is longer than the first one.
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The location of this part 
moved up and closer 
to the edge, there is no 
reason to do it.

The rule and title moved 
down and closer to the 
edge, because of the 
change from 2 column 
grid to a 3 column grid.

Even though the names 
are colored, it is still hard 
to tell who is speaking. 
The layout makes it a very 
confusing piece.

The previous 2 column grid 
has changed to a 3 column 
grid with a smaller font size. 
There is no consistency.

The placing of the conversation 
members are confusing and far away 
from the content. In addition, the 
placement still follows a 2 column grid.

Quote is center aligned, 
hard to read even though 
it is placed at the center 
of the page.

Very inconsistent 
negative space.
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Inconsistent naming. 
Chapter title is missing.

Weird placement of 
image, feels out of place 
and is too small to see.

Inconsistent placementCenter aligned

Inconsistent font size with 
the page number.



Jacobin is an American socialist quarterly magazine based in New York. It is a leading voice of the 
American left, offering socialist perspectives on politics, economics, and culture. The publication 
began as an online magazine released in September 2010, expanding into a print journal later that 
year. Jacobin founder Bhaskar Sunkara describes Jacobin as a radical publication being:

“largely the product of a younger generation not quite as tied to the Cold War paradigms 
that sustained the old leftist intellectual milieux like Dissent or New Politics, but still eager 
to confront, rather than table, the questions that arose from the experience of the left in the 
20th century”.

The publication contains highly sought-after advertising opportunities in print, web and audio 
formats. It is released quarterly and reaches 75,000 subscribers, in addition to a web audience of 
over 3,000,000 a month.

Rework Jacobin’s overall structure, layout, and their graphic placement. Making it looks not only 
modern, but also cool so they can attract younger generations. It is not only important to the 
magazine’s survival, but also on par with the magazine’s goal, which is to make a cool, sleek 
socialist magazine that will refresh socialism’s impression in people’s mind.

Groups unite organizers, workers, student activists, and those new to the Left. 

Jacobin’s target group is clearly the younger generations, and this can be clearly seen from their 
current graphic style. Compares to other socialist magazines like the Monthly Review, Jacobin looks 
modern, clean, and much more pleasing to people’s eyes. The color palette they use is also very 
bright, seperating them from those old, dull, “boring” traditional magazines. However, although 
the magazine made an effort to please the younger generations, the details are just lacking. There 
is little continuity, the hierarchy is confusing, the photo placement is weird and feels out of place, 
and the whole structure of the magazine is not very well designed. In addition, the font size they 
used are oversized and hard to read. As a quarterly magazine that discusses about such a hard 
topic, Jacobin definetely doesn’t want to turn people away.

In addition, the magazine is currently struggling. Jacobin relies almost entirely on subscribers. They 
have only once received a mysterious briefcases filled with unmarked currency. It is important to 
not let the design drive their potential subscribers away, as that is the key to its survival.

What is Jacobin? Objective

Target Audience

The CompetitionWhere does it fail?
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Typographic Executions
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Imagery and Color Selections
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Type Parings
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Cover Development
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Red Article Development
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Blue Article Development
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Misc.
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Red Interview Development

Type 3  |  Fall 2021

Yusheng Yangp 17



Blue Interview Development
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Contenu & Citoyens Development
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Contenu & Citoyens Development
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Final
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Final
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Grids Overlay
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Grids Overlay
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