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“Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made

known unto God.”--Philippians 4:6

High School Week of Prayer: Jelani Jackson Speaker
photos by Sofia Lopez, sophomore and S.A. co-religious vice president and Denise Avitia, Publications instructor
reflections by Kamilah, Bianca, Savanah, Emma, Jasmine, Valeria, Lilia and Jareth, Publications students

Kamilah, a 10th grade publications student shared, “Last week we had week-of-prayer. Pastor
Jackson was the speaker. One thing from the whole week that he said that stood out to me was
when he was talking about the question of why are youth leaving the church because I agree with
what he said. I feel like Pastor Jackson's message was well received by students. Every day we
started with an icebreaker which was super fun. Then we would go into music which is always my
favorite part. Every day there was a different praise team leading out in worship. I really liked the
pictures Sofia Lopez took during the week. Sofia and David did a great job putting week-of-prayer
together. Overall I think the week was a success.”
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Bianca, a 10th grade publications student shared, “This week of prayer I was expecting what it was
last year, with each class pastor each day. Or like a visitor as the speaker. Instead it was Pastor
Jackson, and even though it wasn’t what I expected, it was a great opportunity to get to know him
more. Before that, I hadn’t really heard him talk or preach about anything. This week of prayer
however, was a really cool and fun experience. His topics were interesting and a lot of the time,
dynamic and easy to take in. I liked his preaching style quite a bit, and not only that, but the praise
was amazing. I loved all the songs they sang. Especially on the last day when almost everyone
joins the front to sing. It was a very touching experience to be part of and one I will remember for a
long time.”

Savanah, a 10th grade Publications student shared, “Last week we had a week of prayer and our
Bible teacher has been preaching for us. The first day Mr. Jackson was talking about religion,
specifically our religion. He was saying that there are kids when they graduate high school that
want to leave the church. He and other pastors have had meetings about this and question why
kids now want to leave the church. Pastor Jackson said also that he saw how the church can be
and especially now for this generation. Now there are churches who act picky about the child in
how they want to be and how they dress and who they want to be in life. Those are some reasons
why kids would want to leave the church. It made me think a little about my future, for certain I
want to still be a Seventh-day Adventist, but I want to feel like myself and comfortable for who I am
and other people too.”

Emma, an 11th grade Publications student shared, “I thought that week of prayer was fun with all
the games we played during the beginning and not having a normal sermon but playing a game to
describe the serman instead.  I also thought that Pastor Jackson is a very chill and calm pastor
and that he makes the highschooler into the sermon and makes us want to participate in the
games we play . I liked how the seniors included all the students to come up front to sing with
them and also the praise team and all the hard work they do for a week of prayer. Week of prayer
made me think about going back to church. I felt like I could freely listen to Pastor Jackson speak
about his topics without feeling told what exactly is right or wrong.”



Jasmine, a 10th grade publications student, shared, “From the first day, Pastor J talked about how
to block things out, and this actually helped me to not do what others tell me and just focus on my
goals and myself. Never let anyone ruin everything just because of what they said. And when he
talked  about how when others finish highschool, they just leave church, part of the topic that we
discussed, and you asked the class about what we learned from Pastor J because you weren't

there. I just learned and realized a lot of things about it, and kind of wondered what is the reason
why they are leaving the church after people graduate. I was also shocked when he talked about

how his father did not kindly not like him marrying his wife before the wedding. I can’t imagine
myself in that situation, I would mostly be sad and will never understand my dad why. But anyways
I’m happy for him that at the end of the day, his dad still supported him, and congrats to Pastor J

and to his wife. I hope they are good with his father now and no awkwardness between them. And
I also like Jareth’s and Josephine’s time breaker, mostly the one when we had to sing songs with

the word they say. But the rest is kind of hard for us and mostly confusing. And I also like the
praise teams, but my favorite one is when Sofia, Danina, Elijah sang the Holy Spirit you are

welcome here, It’s actually one of my favorite songs. Probably the bible game that Pastor J did, my
team representatives were Story and Enrique, even though we lost, they still did pretty good and

were actually fun.”

Valeria, a 10th grade publications student shared, “This week we had the wonderful opportunity to
hear Pastor Jelani’s messages for us everyday and reflect on them. He talked about youth and
how we can sometimes feel judged at church and how the youth tends to leave church. Before the
sermon, the social vices planned fun icebreakers for us. All the classes were entertained and
excited to  participate. We played concentration, telephone, song association, and a guessing
game. After the games, we were ready to listen to Pastor Jelani’s messages. Personally, I think
that youth tend to leave church exactly because of the reason of feeling judged. Mainly adults in
church don’t realize how the generations are evolving and have different habits now. This tends to
make the youth feel insecure and little in the connection they have with God. Week of prayer was
an enjoyable time to just socialize and enjoy the messages with all the classes together.”



Lilia, a 12th grade Publications student shared, “On Monday Pastor Jackson talked about blocking
out the negative comments and judgements that are sometimes passed or made by the church
community. This stood out to me, because sometimes I feel unmotivated to pursue a relationship
with God or the church because of these judgements. However Pastor Jakcson helped me realize
that our main focus should be on God, to block out the noise and focus on strengthening our
relationship with God. Another key thing is that in the Bible it emphasizes the importance of
community and worshiping God together. So it’s important to remember that, also that not
everyone in the church or church community is judgemental, there are always going to be people
who are judgemental.

On Friday Pastor Jackson talked about prayer, he even gave some examples of different
prayer positions and the meaning behind them. For example when we pray on our knees it’s to
show reverence to God kind of being submissive to God, this stood out to me because I never
really knew the meaning behind praying on our knees. One thing that specifically spoke or kind of
clicked with me was when Pastor Jackson talked about praying to God and seeking answers. I
know that sometimes we pray to God asking things rather than asking for answers. I know because
I’m guilty of this, and currently I’ve been struggling with figuring out what I want to pursue as a
career and it hadn’t occurred to me until today to pray and ask God.”

Jareth, a 12th grade publications student shared, “This week of prayer was comforting in a way. I
think the reason why it felt that way for me was because it was my last one. Listening to praise and

being able to hug and sing with my friends, for one last pastor led week of prayer was very
heartwarming. It spoke to me when he talked about the power of prayer and the power of speaking
to God through something as special as prayer. I learned that it can be very inspiring to live a life

that is led by prayer. Speaking to God is an experience that many avoid or disregard in their lives.”



Elementary Activities
6th Grade Camp to Indian Hills
photos by Andy Clark, 6th grade teacher, and Kimmi Hiapo-Matthews, Nicole’s mom and chaperone
interviews by Valeria Parada and Elijah Lewis, 10th grade Publications students

“From October
18-21, The sixth
grade class traded in
their books and
typical class work,
for some quality time
in the beautiful
outdoors.  In San
Diego Academy
tradition, we headed
up to Indian Hills for
6th Grade Camp.
The kids Learned a
variety of topics,
ranging from survival
skills, to the native
peoples of the
surrounding hills.

But most importantly,
they learned about God‘s creation, and how we all fit into it.  We were thankful to God that we had
a safe and exciting week.  I look forward to continuing the tradition next year.”--Andy Clark

Valeria, a sophomore Publications student shared, “This week we interviewed some enthusiastic
sixth graders about their camp! Leticia, Sylviana, Dana, Kiara, and Lanae helped answer a couple
of questions about their experience. They spent four days at Indian Hills Camp spending time
having barn meetings, morning devotions, games, and fun classes. During these days they learned
how to build a tent, how to start a fire, and learned about astronomy, such as spotting
constellations. Some delicious meals and some of their favorite meals were pizza, pancakes,
chicken wings, pasta, hamburgers, and chicken sandwiches.
The camp also had a small souvenir store. The girls bought sunglasses, necklaces, stuffed
animals, t-shirts, and mood rings. During the week, they had fun activities such as the zip-lining,
the BMX track, going to the pool, nights singing hymns at the bonfire, and mission impossible.
Their last day was sad for them. They packed their bags, had a final barn meeting, visited the BMX
track and zip-lining one last time, and finally had to say goodbye to the friends they made there.”



Elijah, a sophomore Publications student was able to interview his sister, Lanae, and Alexis Butler,
two 6th graders, about their experiences at camp:

Interview #1 with Lanae
How was your experience at 6 grade camp? Lanae: It was fun, Exciting, and tiring.
What did you like about camp? Lanae: I like the play area (aka the slide)
What was your favorite part of camp? Lanae: The night games. My favorite one is Mission
Impossible
What was your favorite song at camp? Lanae: The Watermelon song
What was your favorite game you played at camp? Lanae: Chicken ball and Mission Impossible
What did you guys like about breakfast? Lanae: The food. The Pancakes, burritos, cereal, and
the eggs.
Would you like to go back to the camp if you had the chance? Lanae: Yes, because it was fun
and it will never get old to me.

Interview #2 with Alexis
How was your experience at 6 grade camp? Alexis: It was the best time of my life.
What did you like about camp? Alexis: The games.
What was your favorite part of camp? Alexis: The playground.
What was your favorite song at camp? Alexis: The Watermelon song.
What was your favorite game you played at camp? Alexis: Mission Impossible
What did you guys like about breakfast? Alexis: The cookies after it.



Would you like to go back to the camp if you had the chance? Alexis: Yes, of course I would
go back.

High School Activities
AP Chemistry Lab
photos by Zahger Botrous, AP Chemistry teacher

This past week the Juniors worked on clock reactions in AP Chemistry lab.



San Diego Academy Athletics

Boys’ MS Football HOME game vs HTMM B…………...Tuesday, November 1 at 3:45
Girls’ MS Volleyball HOME game vs CES………………..…Tuesday, November 1 at 4
Girls’ MS Volleyball HOME game vs HTPL………………Thursday, November 3 at 4
Girls’ MS Volleyball HOME game vs OCVA…………………….Thurs, October 27 at 4

San Diego Academy Calendar of Events

Parent-Teacher Conferences NOON DISMISSAL………Wed, Nov 2 and Thurs Nov 3
Band, Choir and Chorale Performance at Fil-Am SDA Church……….Sabbath, Nov 5
Fall Festival…………………………………….Sunday, Nov 6, from 10:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Spirit Week………………………………………………...….Mon, Nov 7 thru Fri, Nov 11
NHS Induction Ceremony………………………………...……..Thursday, November 10
8th grade Cultural Day Program……………………..…………….Friday, November 18
THANKSGIVING BREAK……………………………….…….Monday, November 21-25
Music Christmas Concert Grades 5-12 SDA gym……..…….Thursday, December 1-2
Christmas Concert JH/HS at PV Church………………..……….Sabbath, December 3
NOON DISMISSAL for In-Service………………………..……….Monday, December 5
Elementary Christmas Concert………………………………….Thursday, Dec 8 at 6:30
K-8 Community Service Project Blankets for the Homeless………..…….Friday, Dec 9
S.A. Winter Banquet………………………………………….…….Sunday, December 11
Red Cross N.H.S. Blood Drive………………………………..….Tuesday, December 13
Faculty Christmas Dinner……………………………………..Wednesday, December 14
S.A. Christmas Chapel/ NOON DISMISSAL……………………...Friday, December 16
CHRISTMAS BREAK…………...…………Monday, December 19- Monday, January 2
Classes Resume………………………………..……………………..Tuesday, January 3



It’s not too late to sign up to have your own booth! Contact
Denise at school@sdacademy.com for more info.
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We will have a booth at the Fall Festival. Come and check out some of our new health products and books.
We have stocked up on lots of turkey rolls, dinner roasts, and a variety of food items for Thanksgiving. Call
Denise for extended hours if you aren’t able to shop between 10-2 Sun-Thurs or 10-3 Fridays.


