
The Lighthouse Reflector
September 16, 2022

“These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in
you, and that your joy might be full.”--John 15:11

Senior Class Unity

Today San Diego
Academy seniors
followed the tradition
of coming together in
unity wearing
matching senior class
shirts.

2023

REMINDER: Make-up Picture

Day Monday, Sept 19 from

8-8:30
If your child missed picture day this

week, please be sure they are ready to
be photographed Monday morning.
Please contact Denise, yearbook

instructor at school@sdacademy.com if
you will not be available to have your

photo taken.

www.sdacademy.com

mailto:school@sdacademy.com
http://www.sdacademy.com


Mr. Roysdon’s Trip on Safari in Kenya, Africa
photos and story by David Roysdon, 7th grade teacher

This summer we took a two- week trip on Safari in Kenya, Africa. The purpose of the trip was to gain knowledge
about other cultures’ customs, languages, food, music, and lifestyle. As you know, I teach Social Studies for the 7th

grade students at the Academy and am able to better present material based on personal experiences and photos.

This trip took us to more than 5 locations to see God’s creation in its natural settings. We
had two personal, private guides during our visit. Our second guide, Cyrus, was extremely
knowledgeable and focused on our experiences. He was like a professional tracker. From
our jeep, he would spot foot prints, tracks, droppings, and other clues as to the type of
animal we would track and observe. At one point at Lake Nakuru we spotted and
followed over 50 giraffes, and another time we spotted a wildebeest herd that was
migrating with what seemed like well over 1,000 animals.

Our Lodge accommodations were outstanding and everything was included. One thing
we really had to get used to was having an escort to and from our bungalow each day
because of the animals that roam free. Night time is the most challenging since the
monkey population is on the lookout for anything to steal or eat. At Masai Mara National
Park, the security guards were posted in the 24/7 open air restaurant with slingshots and
soft pellets to shoo the monkeys out of the rafters and away from the tables. The
monkeys are very bold. One morning in Amboseli Park while I was in the buffet line, a monkey ran in front of me and

stole the purse of a lady who had just been seated. The monkey quickly turned and
made his exit. They take cameras, sugar packets off of your coffee saucer, anything. It is
a game but very entertaining.

While in Amboseli, my wife and I visited a Masai village and were treated like royalty.
They showed us their customs, walked us through their village and into one of their mud
hut homes. I asked about education for their children and the Tribal Chief, who was
educated in England before returning to Kenya, said education was important to him
and the village. They received a donation to build a school house so he walked us over
to the school and introduced us to the teacher and some of the students. It was all so
primitive including the books that they use but they are getting an education. We
donated to the school which was well received and have remained in contact with
Benson, the tribal chief.

On our last day in Nairobi, we visited the Karen Blixen museum which was also on the bucket list. You may know that
Karen and Baron Blixen were the key characters in the movie Out of Africa thaw was made about their lives while in
Kenya. It is my wife’s favorite movie. This was a once in a lifetime experience. The country is very poor but everyone
we met was amazingly cordial, open and friendly. My wife and I are so blessed to be able to travel and meet these
incredible people. Blessings, David Roysdon



Elementary Activities

2nd and 3rd Grade Reading Buddies
story and photos by Stephanie Mayang, 2nd grade teacher

This past week 2nd graders wrote about the fun Friday event from earlier in the school year and
read their essays to their 3rd grade reading buddies. Students also took turns reading books to
one another.



High School Activities

Botrous 10th grade Biology Lab
photos and story by Zahger Botrous, Chemistry teacher

Sophomores enjoyed looking at animal and plant cells under the microscope in their Biology lab.

San Diego Academy Renweb Request:
Please check your student(s) Renweb accounts and update any changes including recent photos,
church affiliation, baptism, address, e-mail etc. to be sure you are receiving all messages and also
to help the conference office properly account for these factors



San Diego Academy Calendar of Events

Make-up Picture Day……………………………………..Monday, September 19 8-8:30
Boys’ Football game @ Redlands……………………Monday, September 19 @ 4:30
Girls’ Volleyball game @ Cristo Rey……………………………Tuesday, September 20
Girls Volleyball HOME game vs Preuss………………..…..Wednesday, September 21
Girls Volleyball game @ King Chavez……….………..………Thursday, September 22
Adventist College Fair………………………………..…………Thursday, September 22
Leadership camp at Leoni Meadows……………………..……………September 22-24
NO SCHOOL for teacher in-service…………………...………..Monday, September 26
Girls’ Volleyball HOME game vs Cambridge………….....…….Tuesday, September 27
Boys’ Football HOME game vs. Mesa Grande………….………....Wed, September 28
Girls’ Volleyball HOME game vs SET……………………..…..Thursday, September 29
S.A. High School Casual Banquet……………………………...…….Sunday, October 1
Elementary Week of Prayer………………………………...……..Mon, Oct 3 - Fri, Oct 7
NO SCHOOL for teacher in-service……………………...……..…..Monday, October 10
Girls Volleyball HOME game vs Health Sciences…………...……Tuesday, October 11
SAT seniors……………………………………………………..Wednesday, October 12

The National Honor Society is partnering with the American Red Cross to host a blood drive on
December 13. We need at least 20 volunteers willing to commit to be able to host at our school.
Please contact Ms. Jewell at registrar@sdacademy.com or any NHS member for more information if



you would like to help and donate blood . Your donation can save up to 3 lives. Help us make an
impact in our community and reach our goal of 50 donors. Thank you.

8th Grade Fundraiser:
Help the 8th graders earn money for their trip. You can either sign up with an eighth grader, or the order
form will be available in the office.


