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“When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee;
and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when
thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned;
neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.”--Isaiah 43:2

High School Beach Vespers
On Friday, August 26, many of our high school students met for beach vespers at Coronado Dog Beach.
They were able to participate in class games, enjoy pizza and some vegan options and snacks, worship
together with praise songs and listen to a message from the religious VP, Sofia Lopez’s dad. The evening
was closed out with a bonfire and s’mores. Enjoy these photos and essays written by the Publications
students about their experiences.
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Keigo, a sophomore Publications student wrote, “For me, beach vespers was an awesome time for creating
new friends, hanging out with classmates,etc… Since I am new to the school, I was kind of nervous if I
could fit into the new environment. However, my concerns were relieved throughout the beach vespers. The
Sophomore class is small and most of my classmates didn’t come to the beach which actually gave me a
chance to be involved more personally with them. I was so glad and felt relieved that I could participate in
the one to draw artistic ideas on the sand especially. Also, I was able to talk with two new friends at this
event. One is a Japanese student who is in 11th grade and the other one is a freshman. I was just happy
and relaxed that I could speak Japanese because I wasn’t speaking Japanese at all since I came to the US
and I missed it so much. It was great that I could have a chance to talk with one of the freshmen and make
a new relationship. These school events, like Handshake and beach vespers, were not activities that I
chose to participate in when I was in Japan. However, I am now finding these events to be positive and
interesting and they have allowed me to communicate with many people.”

The first game was called “Queen Esther” and classes took turns bringing a requested item to our principal,
Shawn Thomas, who was crowned the queen. The class to find the item and bring it to her first won each
round. During some rounds she chose the winner based on creativity or resourcefulness.

Emma, a junior Publications student wrote, “I had a great time at the beach vespers . It was my first time at
beach vespers . It was a good time to meet the new freshmen and upperclassmen. I had lots of fun with the
games we played. My favorite one had to be the art piece we had to create. My class got creative with the
art piece and we used ourselves as the art work. We  were told to create Noah's ark, so I was the water and
my classmates Emily and Kika were Noah and his wife sitting in the ark and Peter and one of the other boys
in my class were the animals going into the ark. Ash was the rain. He used a water bottle to make the rain
and we also used pool noodles as the boat shape. We ended up getting 2nd place for that game. Overall I
had a great time with my friends and classmates and the other classe playing games and worshiping
together.”



Kamila, a sophomore Publications student wrote, “There were class games, food, and worship. I was a part
of the praise team. Sofia and I sang two songs: “I thank God” and “Who you say I am”. Jacob Duran and
Chris Weigle, two alumni from the class of 2020, graciously agreed to help us out with music. Sofia Lopez's
dad Jesse Lopez was the speaker. His message was well-spoken and greatly received by the students. In
the end, we got together with our class and class sponsor and prayed together. After prayer, everyone
started to make s'mores. This beach vespers was one to remember.”

Jareth, a senior Publications student wrote, “My last first beach vespers of the year was fun and nostalgic. It
was exciting as part of SA to see classes come together and enjoy something our SA vices planned. The
funniest game was when they put the freshmen in the middle and the upper classes had to get their flags,
and they didn’t have previous knowledge of the game. The games we played were fun to watch, and it was
cool to see the freshmen game being played from a senior’s point of view this time. I was happy that it all
turned out well and that the classes were able to spend some time getting to know each other. One part that
was heartwarming to see was seeing all the classes mesh together while they made their s'mores after
having spent time together and having learned something new. It was nostalgic especially because it was
my last first beach vespers with the people I've been with since the second grade. I was glad to see that the
lower classes were getting along and that they were having a good time with everyone.”



Lilia, another senior Publications student wrote, “This beach vespers was a bit sentimental for me, because
since I’m a senior it’s my last beach vespers that kicks off the school year. What’s crazy to me is that the
pandemic has really sped up my high school year. It felt like just yesterday when I was a freshman going to
my first beach vespers. As sentimental as it was, it was also really fun.

What I liked about the activities SA planned this year, was that they could be enjoyed by different people
with various strengths. People who are really artistic and creative probably enjoyed the activity in which we
had to make sand art based on a biblical story. For others who enjoy more active competitive games, they
probably enjoyed chasing after the freshman and trying to pull on their flags. After some activities it was
time to eat, SA provided Costco pizza, fruit, chips, vegan snacks, veggies and dip, and drinks. Then we all
stood in a circle and sang along to some Christian songs with the praise band. We concluded with a
message from Pastor Lopez. This beach vesper made me reminisce about all of my years at San Diego
Academy, and how grateful I am for all the tight knit friendships and relationships I have made throughout
the years.”

PFE Mentor Scholarship Update
The San Diego Academy Mentor Scholarship program allows students to be matched with an older mentor
for the school year in a mutually beneficial relationship. Students meet with their mentor once a week (1
hour for K-8 and 2 hours for 9-12) and then write a reflection about their experience. Students in grade
K-8th grade can apply to earn $30/hour per week up to $150/month as a credit towards tuition. High school
students meet 2 hours a week every week and will earn $800/semester towards tuition. We held an
orientation for this program on Aug 25 after back-to-school night. The program is currently FULL, however
families who have not registered a mentor on the PFE website by sundown tonight will be notified and
removed from the program, and I will open their spots up to those on the waitlist. Remember the scholarship
in high school is “all-or-nothing” and you must meet for 2 hours every week for 14 weeks this semester in
order to get paid. This is important because you can only miss three or so weeks a semester and we are
beginning the third week of the month shortly, so you would have to meet EVERY week if you do not
register and begin visits soon.

In order to apply, you need to fill out an application and watch an Orientation, even if you have participated
in the program before. Please contact the coordinator, Denise Avitia, at school@sdacademy.com to apply
and if you have any questions.
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Junior High School Activities

7th Grade First Science Lab
photos and story by David Roysdon, 7th grade teacher

We started the school year off right with an exciting FIRST lab where students worked in pairs and learned
to use procedures and materials in the Chemistry lab. Our lab consisted of accurate measurement of liquids
and data collection.  We used the Scientific Method throughout this lab and the kids were excited. They
really performed well as teams and as a group in the lab.  It was a success.

Here are a few pictures of the kids deep in the activity.
Mr. Roysdon



8th Grade Class Activity to the Plunge
photos by Jennifer Saravia, 8th grade teacher; story by Izabel, 8th grader

The 8th grade class went to the Plunge at Belmont Park last Friday. We had a lot of fun as we made it
through the obstacle course in the pool. The 8th grade class also saw Mrs. Goso, our former music teacher,
as she made a quick visit. I hope I can speak for all of 8th grade by saying we had a great time at the
Plunge.--Izabel

San Diego Academy Calendar of Events

Girls’ Volleyball game @ Gompers Prep………,,,,,,,,,…Tuesday, September 13
Picture Day……………………………………………...….Tuesday, September 13
Boys’ Football HOME game against Escondido….Wednesday, September 14
Chipotle Fundraiser ………………………………….Wed, Sept 14 from 4-8 p.m.
Girls’ Volleyball game @ Health Science…………….Thursday, September 15
Make-up Picture Day……………………………………..Monday, September 19
Boys’ Football game @ Redlands………………………Monday, September 19
Girls’ Volleyball game @ Cristo Rey……………………Tuesday, September 20
Girls Volleyball HOME game vs Preuss……………..Wednesday, September 21
Girls Volleyball game @ King Chavez……….…………Thursday, September 22
Adventist College Fair……………………………………Thursday, September 22
Leadership camp at Leoni Meadows……………………………September 22-24
NO SCHOOL for teacher in-service…………….………..Monday, September 26
Girls’ Volleyball HOME game vs Cambridge……..…….Tuesday, September 27
Boys’ Football HOME game vs. Mesa Grande…..………....Wed, September 28
Girls’ Volleyball HOME game vs SET…………………..Thursday, September 29
S.A. High School Casual Banquet……………………...…….Sunday, October 1
Elementary Week of Prayer………………………….……..Mon, Oct 3 - Fri, Oct 7
NO SCHOOL for teacher in-service……………………..…..Monday, October 10
Girls Volleyball HOME game vs Health Sciences…….……Tuesday, October 11




