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” And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and
acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”--Romans 12:2

The Graduation Edition
Senior Class of 2021 Graduation
On Sunday, June 6, San Diego Academy seniors participated in the graduation commencement ceremony. This year,
due to Covid, we moved the graduation to the field. Astride began with the invocation and Dulce offered the welcome.
The class sang a special music song “It’s So Hard to Say Goodbye” and then Amy introduced the speaker, Benda
Newby. Mrs. Newby was a well-liked former history teacher at the academy and also an alumnus. After her
commencement address, Jordan, the class president, gave a presidential address. Fabiola and Nicole created a
special feature video with senior highlights over the past few years that included personalized memories from parents
and teachers. Diana Jewell and principal Nic Lindquist presented awards and scholarships as well as the presentation
of diplomas. Alanni gave the benediction. I want to highlight five of our staff members who had relatives graduate:
Alanni, daughter of Obed Grimaldo, Janitorial Services; Denisse, daughter of Esther Ramirez, Janitorial Services;
Gabe, son of Linda Pitrone, 4th grade teacher;  Hannah, daughter of Nancy Verduzco, 3rd grade teacher; and Jordan,
granddaughter of Martha Hernandez, Teacher’s Aid. Enjoy some photo highlights of this momentous occasion.
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Eighth Grade Class of 2021 Graduation
On Thursday, June 3, San Diego Academy eighth graders participated in the graduation commencement
ceremony. This year, due to Covid, we moved the graduation to the field. After marching in to “Pomp and
Circumstance, No. 4”, principal Nic Lindquist offered the Invocation. Isabella offered the welcome and Jason
offered a tribute to parents. Rhonda Goso directed the class singing “The Climb” and then Valeria, the class
president, offered the president’s address. Dustin introduced the speaker, Pastor Kayla Malit. Pastor Kayla,
from Bonita SDA Church, often leads out chapel services and is well known by many of the students. Her
commencement address focused on the theme “Survive and Thrive”. Students enjoyed a slideshow of the
eighth graders from the past few years that included baby photos and personalized tributes to parents. As
each eighth grader spoke a tribute to their parents, they walked off the stage and delivered a sunflower to
their family. Rhonda Goso offered the consecration prayer and then principal Nic Lindquist presented
awards. Jennifer Saravia, the eighth grade teacher, and principal Nic Lindquist presented the diplomas and
Jason ended with a benediction. I want to highlight another graduate of one of our staff members: Dustin,
son of Diana Jewell, our registrar.





Kindergarten Class of 2021 Graduation
On Wednesday, June 2, San Diego Academy kindergarten students participated in the graduation
commencement ceremony in the academy chapel. The students marched in to a song by Bach and then
Luciana offered opening prayer. Amia and Javier lead out in a flag salute. Fernando offered the welcome
and Ms. Wendy Lizarraga was the guest speaker. Ms. Wendy is a well-liked substitute teacher on campus



and connects well with the students. She concluded her talk by reading from the book “Wherever You Go, I
Want You to Know” by Melissa Kruger. This children’s story ends with the quote “...and, whatever you do,
wherever you start, I pray you love Jesus with all of your heart.” Next the kindergarten class participated in a
musical selection entitled “Parade of Colors” and took turns sitting and standing on cue with their
corresponding color. Several students recited memory verses. Next the kindergarten students participated in
a play entitled “The Little Red Hen.” The hen (played by Audrey) continually asked her friends to help her
plant seeds, care for corn and then finally harvest, and no one was willing to help until there was food to eat
and then it was too late. Mrs. Stephens, the Kindergarten teacher, and Nic Lindquist, the principal,
presented each child with a diploma and Angel offered the benediction.
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