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The Community Chest, with the aid of the provincial government, brought more than 180 homeless 
people stranded under the Culemborg bridge to its offices in the CBD. Photographer: Armand 
Hough/African News Agency(ANA) 
 
Cape homeless housed, screened and tested for Covid-19 at Community Chest HQ 

By Nomalanga Tshuma  May 28, 2020 

Cape Town - The Community Chest, with the aid of the provincial government and the Health and 
Welfare Sector Education and Training Authority, brought more than 180 homeless people stranded 
under the Culemborg bridge to its offices in the CBD. 

Spokesperson Desiré Goliath said the organisation arranged for Covid-19 screening, along with 
testing for HIV and TB, with the TB and HIV Care organisation. 

“We left the option to get tested up to the people and only encouraged them to participate; we 
wanted to respect their human rights as much as possible and offer services and assistance in a 
dignified manner,” Goliath said. 

Epicentre, a health-based NGO operating in SA, have been working with Community Chest to test 
the homeless people. 

Craig Kensley, head of business development at the Community Chest, said: “The testing process 
went well; we arranged for testing to be done on two separate levels so as to accommodate 
everyone while practising physical distancing and ensuring the privacy of the persons getting 
tested.” 

The organizations’ partnership with the provincial government will ensure that after the testing 
process is complete, provincial government will avail accommodation for self isolation for those who 
test positive. 

“We are working in partnership with the provincial government, which has assured us that it is ready 
to provide accommodation that will serve those in need of isolation. 

Premier Alan Winde is a part of the collaborative efforts to make sure this initiative is completed. 

“We are working to assist everyone in need, regardless of the test results they receive, while 
preserving their dignity...” said Goliath. 
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The Community Chest and Epicentre are testing homeless people for Covid-19. Photographer: 
Armand Hough/African News Agency(ANA)

 
Peter Nkuna helps to test the homeless. Photographer: Armand Hough/African News Agency(ANA)
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