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Welcome to the winter edition  
of ‘Your Buckinghamshire’
It’s a cliché but so much has happened since  
the last edition of ‘Your Buckinghamshire’ went 
out in the spring. We continue to live with Covid 
and we know that this winter will present its 
challenges, particularly for health and social  
care services.
The huge success of our vaccine programme, planned 
and delivered between the NHS and the council in 
Buckinghamshire, has been a real testament to our 
public services. In recent months, alongside continuing 
to manage the pandemic, we have been able to focus 
on the issues we know matter most to residents. 
Although we undoubtedly have financial challenges, 
we’ve balanced the books post-lockdown, meaning 
we’ve been able to inject spending into a number of 
key areas. We’ve embarked on our Big Bucks Tidy 
Up programme – creating a cleaner, greener county 
for us all. We’ve dedicated £100 million to fixing up 
the county’s roads – an issue I know is a big one for 
everyone – and we’re improving community facilities 
across the county from new schools to our fantastic 
new Chilterns Lifestyle Centre.
We have a clear commitment to invest in the 
areas that we know matter to you and we’ve put 
money and programmes in place to do it. We want 
Buckinghamshire to be the best place to live, raise a 
family, work and do business and we continue to do 
our very best on your behalf to realise this.

Martin Tett
LEADER, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL

INSPIRED.
EMPOWERED.

EMPLOYED.
BF1194

With a rich 130-year history, Buckinghamshire New University offers
over 300 employment-focused degree programmes across a range of 
subject areas. From Nursing, Policing and Social Work to Business, 
Psychology, Animation and Graphic Design, we have a course for you.

BNU is the only UK university to offer The Big Deal, giving students
free access to a huge range of opportunities and activities, ensuring that
all our students can be part of our community and get the most out of 
their time with us.

To find out more, come along to an Open Day or visit our website. 

WHERE EDUCATION
MEETS EMPLOYABILITY 

bucks.ac.uk/opendays21 

advice@bucks.ac.uk bucks.ac.uk0330 123 2023

95% EMPLOYED
Graduates are in work or further study 

15 months after graduation **

* Complete University Guide 2022, **HESA 2021, ***NSS 2021

TOP 30
University for student satisfaction*

Bucks Students’ Union in

UK’S TOP 5 ***
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We post all our latest news, consultations, updates 
and info on our social media pages across Facebook, 
Instagram, Twitter, Nextdoor and LinkedIn. 

Get the latest from our Public Health teams on Covid, 
our Community Safety teams on online scams, our 
Road teams on new improvements, and much more. 

You won’t just be more informed, you’ll also 
be notified about upcoming consultations and 
engagements, so you’ll have the chance to have  
a greater say about your local area.

Just search for ‘Bucks Council’ on your  
preferred network.

GET THE LATEST 
via our social media channels

Images – Top right: Kingsbrook 
View Primary Academy. Bottom 
left: Buckinghamshire Council 
Chairman, Zahir Mohammed 
signing the steelwork at 
Kingsbrook Secondary School. 

The brand new Kingsbrook View Primary Academy 
has opened its doors in Aylesbury. The new school 
is a state-of-the-art, multi-million-pound facility 
situated within the wildlife-friendly Kingsbrook 
housing development in Aylesbury. It’s a free 
school run by the Inspiring Futures Partnership 
Trust for 420 pupils. The school includes a 52-place 
nursery.
The Kingsbrook development will also be home 
to a new multi-million-pound secondary school, 
offering more than 1,000 new school places when 
it opens in autumn 2022. The school will include 

a 32-place Special 
Educational Needs unit.

New primary  
and secondary  
schools in Aylesbury

news round-up news round-up

LOVE YOUR HIGH STREET this Christmas

First HS2/EWR Marshals hit the streets of Bucks 

Steve Hall

Mark Rann

It’s been a really tough couple of years for our high 
streets – so why not be a part of something special and 
#ShopLocal this Christmas? We’re encouraging people 
back into our vibrant town centres to help keep our high 
streets buzzing and alive. 
Buckinghamshire has an abundance of high streets, 
offering vast selections of goodies, gifts and treats to 
see you through the festive season. From Buckingham 
to Beaconsfield, our beautiful county is peppered with 
traditional market towns full of unique and independent 
shops, boutiques, markets, delicatessens and even 
a good few local breweries for those all-important 
Christmas supplies.   
We know that by shopping locally, we can help improve 
our local economy, create local jobs and boost our 
local communities – but above all of that, by shopping 
locally we help keep another person’s dream alive. So 
this year, why not put down those big glossy Christmas 
catalogues (you know the ones), wrap up warm, get 
some fresh air and hit your high street to see what 
festive treats you can find. We also have some lovely 
coffee shops to take the weight off once you’re all 
shopped out too!

To stay up to date with Buckinghamshire’s 
Christmas events this year – including some of the 
wonderful Christmas Markets across the county 
– follow Buckinghamshire Council’s social media 
pages for all the latest news and information.  
And use the below websites if you want more  
info specifically about what’s on in Aylesbury  
and High Wycombe this Christmas. 
visitaylesbury.co.uk  /  mywycombe.com 

We are also using the government’s ‘Welcome 
Back Fund’ this year to enhance the high street 
festivities and events across the county – making 
them even better for our residents to enjoy and 
help to support the local economy.
#ShopLocal #LoveYourHighStreet 
#WelcomeBackBucks #ChristmasInBucks

Due to the significant increase in the HS2/East West Rail 
works across the county, Buckinghamshire Council has 
appointed its first HS2/EWR Marshals to help residents 
impacted by the projects.

They are the eyes and ears on the ground addressing 
highways and planning issues caused by HS2 Ltd, the  
EWR Alliance and their appointed agents, contractors  
and subcontractors.

Mark Rann and Steve Hall took up their roles this summer 
and are quickly getting to know the key issues across Bucks 
and building relationships with interested parties. 

A major part of their role will be to respond to complaints 
and queries relating to HS2 and EWR’s traffic management, 
highways activities and planning issues. They will ensure 
that all works and site operations are completed within the 
agreed plans, programmes and timescales. They’ll also issue 
instructions and directions to the contractors to minimise 
disruption and inconvenience to the public. 

Mark and Steve can be contacted by email on 
ewrandhs2enquiries@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
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To find out more, visit www.bucksbs.co.uk/heretohelp.html

01494 879500    

info@bucksbs.co.uk

www.bucksbs.co.uk    

Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority  
and the Prudential Regulation Authority. Registration Number 206022

Buckinghamshire Building Society, High Street, Chalfont St Giles, Bucks, HP8 4QB

BuckinghamshireBuildingSociety

@bucksbuildingsociety

@bucksbuildingsociety

Painting a  
brighter future
As your local Building Society, we are dedicated to giving 
back to the people of Buckinghamshire and this year we 
have launched the 2021 Here to Help Fund to do just that.
In addition to our annual programme of giving we will be 
donating an extra £75,000 to local charities and non-profit 
organisations soon, in association with Heart of Bucks.

BBS - Your Buckinghamshire Advert 195x138mm - Oct 2021.indd   1BBS - Your Buckinghamshire Advert 195x138mm - Oct 2021.indd   1 19/10/2021   14:5519/10/2021   14:55



Buckinghamshire’s e-scooter 
trials extended
The e-scooter trials in Aylesbury, 
High Wycombe and Princes 
Risborough have been extended 
until the end of March 2022. The 
decision has considered the safety 
data and popularity of these 
relatively new modes of transport, 
It’s estimated the trials have reduced 
carbon emissions by more than 20 
tonnes so far. 

Taking part in the e-scooter trials 
– operated by Zipp Mobility – 
has allowed us to offer this more 
sustainable travel option in our 
communities. Get more info here: 
buckinghamshire.gov.uk/escooters

New car park for Amersham
A new pay and display car park is now open at the 
Buckinghamshire Council office on King George V Road.

Charges apply during the week with the first 30 minutes 
free, and it’s free to use on Saturdays, Sundays and  
on Bank Holidays.

Wireless electric car 
charging comes to 
Bucks
We’ve become one of the first local authorities 
in the country to trial an innovative new 
electric car club using a wireless charger. 

Residents can hire a specially adapted Renault 
Zoe electric vehicle in Marlow. The trial, 
which is being run with Char.gy and HiyaCar, 
gives residents experience of using an 
electric vehicle and for some may even be an 
alternative to owning their own car.  

For more information, including details on  
how to hire the Renault Zoe, please visit:  
osric.co.uk

Cllr Jilly Jordan, Deputy Mayor of Marlow Town 
Council Jocelyn Towns and Cllr Steven Broadbent
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Take the whole family to the panto by entering 
our competition to win FREE tickets for either 
Wycombe Swan Theatre or Aylesbury Waterside 
Theatre.
At Wycombe Swan, take a fairy-tale flight 
to Neverland with the swashbuckling family 
adventure Peter Pan. You’ll be flying high with 
their sensational cast including Jake Wood 
(EastEnders, Strictly) and Jake Canuso. 
At the Waterside, go to the ball with this 
year’s sparkling pantomime, Cinderella! This 
popular fairy tale is brought to life by CBBC’s 
Mark Rhodes, Gemma Naylor (Nick Jnr), BBC 3 
Counties Breakfast Show presenter Andy Collins 
and Britain’s Got Talent’s La Voix.

A long-term plan for the 
Vale of Aylesbury 
A long-term vision for the Vale of Aylesbury has 
been agreed. The ‘Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan’ 
(VALP) sets out the blueprint and development 
strategy for the area up to 2031. It allocates 
housing land to meet predicted need, outlines what 
infrastructure is needed, provides for employment 
land and importantly, incorporates environmental 
policies and, protects and enhances the area’s key 
natural features.  

Brunel Shed takes shape
Stepping out of the station at High Wycombe, you’re 
now greeted by stunning murals featuring Isambard 
Kingdom Brunel, Wycombe’s Red Lion and, of course, 
pictures of chairs on the hoardings round this important 
construction site. The hand-painted artwork, a joint 
project between Buckinghamshire Council, Wycombe 
Museum, HWBIDCo and Wycombe Arts Centre, is 
brightening up the area.    

Behind the murals, the Grade II listed Brunel Engine 
Shed, built by legendary engineer Isambard Kingdom 
Brunel in 1854, is being sensitively restored to breathe 
new life into the area. The historic building had been 
abandoned for many years until the council bought it 
in 2019. The derelict site is being transformed into a 
vibrant new space for businesses, shops or food outlets, 
part of the wider regeneration of the surrounding 
Wycombe Wye North area.

WIN family tickets  
for the panto!

Email your answer, along with  
your name, email address and  
preferred theatre, to:  
magazine@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
Or post your answer with contact  
details to:
Panto Competition, Communications Team, 
Buckinghamshire Council, The Gateway, Gatehouse 
Road, Aylesbury, HP19 8FF
CLOSING DATE IS TUESDAY 30 NOVEMBER.
Aylesbury Waterside Theatre tickets are for Friday 
3 December, Wycombe Swan Theatre tickets are for 
any performance between Monday 27 December and 
Sunday 2 January.

For your chance to win a  
family ticket (2 adults + 2 
children) for one of the  
pantos, simply tell us how 
many Christmas crackers are 
hidden in this magazine.

It is the only Local Plan in the country that we know 
of that adds to the greenbelt, with a net addition 
of 98 hectares, most notably in the north-east of 
Buckinghamshire.

Importantly, the plans have been drawn up over a 
number of years, with local people involved in many 
stages of consultation. The plan says new homes and 
car parks should have electric vehicle charging points 
as standard. 

Planned developments will need to reflect the overall 
VALP – so local people will have more control about 
what gets built where and means future development 
will be shaped according to the overall vision for 
the area. Find out more by searching ‘VALP’ on the 
council’s website.   

If you’re interested in taking space in the finished 
building contact matthew.parry@eu.jll.com or call  
0207 852 4120.

Check out the Buckinghamshire 
Online Directory
You can find activities, groups, organisations and services 
for adults in Buckinghamshire – from yoga and walking 
groups, to lunch clubs and social groups, to advice and 
support, at the Buckinghamshire Online Directory.
Use your town, postcode or the handy map to find activities 
and services local to where you live. You can also filter by 
age range, accessibility and days of the week. Community 
groups and organisations can add their activities and 
services to the directory by creating an account.
directory.buckinghamshire.gov.uk
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Cinderella – Aylesbury 
Waterside Theatre



COMMUNITY
BOARDS 
Local voices, local choices, 
local action

your local area your local area

Community Boards are bringing the council, 
community groups and residents together 
to improve their local areas… and you are 
invited to get involved. 
Since they were set up last July, our 16 Community 
Boards have made great strides in forging strong 
relationships with local communities to understand 
what matters most to them. Working together to 
deliver projects that will make a difference to the 
people who live and work in their area – from road 
improvements, to new playgrounds, dementia 
awareness and youth cafés, to environment 
projects and keeping people healthy. 

Not sure which is your Community  
Board? Check the postcode search  
on the council’s website.
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YOUTH VIEWS 
The Youth Views project is working with young people, 
including those from targeted vulnerable groups, to 
understand their needs and ensure their voice is heard. 

MENTORING SUPPORT FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
Three Community Boards have partnered with 
Transitions UK and other local partners including 
housing associations Paradigm and Red Kite, to pilot 
mentoring and support for 12 young people at risk of 
offending, criminal exploitation or wanting to change 
direction following offending. 

COMMUNITY FRIDGE
The Denham, Gerrards Cross and the Chalfonts 
Community Board part-funded the set-up of a 
community fridge with All Together CIC in Chalfont  
St Giles. The fridge serves the whole Community  
Board area, providing food to those who need it  
while also helping the environment by reducing  
food waste from supermarkets and shops. 

KNIGHTS OF HARMONY
The Chesham singing group Knights of Harmony are a 
barbershop singing group which brings local men together 
to rehearse each week, ending with public performances. 
The group, which aims to reduce social isolation and 
promote self-esteem and confidence, was funded by the 
Chesham & Villages Community Board.

BE YOUR OWN BOSS 
Seven Community Boards partnered with Buckinghamshire 
Business First to deliver the Be Your Own Boss initiative 
to support small business start-ups with free training and 
support as a part of Covid recovery. 

Supporting our communities

Improving the environment 
and our great outdoors
 LADY RYDER MEMORIAL GARDEN
An all ability garden has been developed at the 
Lady Ryder Memorial Garden through the South 
West Chilterns Community Board, which covers 
the area around Marlow and Chiltern Villages, and 
the Holmer Green Community Garden supported 
by the Missendens Board. Visitors can enjoy 
an accessible and inspiring outdoor gathering, 
meeting and educational space for their outreach 
programme, as well as a place to rest and reflect.

WILDLIFE-FRIENDLY COMMUNITY AREA
High Wycombe Community Board and volunteers 
created a wildlife-friendly community area. Formal 
lawns are being turned into pollinator-friendly 
corridors, and an ideal habitat is being created for our 
iconic summer visitors, swifts, including nest boxes.

WILD AYLESBURY VALE 
Six Community Boards in the north of Bucks launched 
the Wild Aylesbury Vale Competition with Berks, Bucks 
and Oxon Wildlife Trust and Lindengate Charity.

The competition was open to residents, community  
groups, schools and parishes to encourage wildlife into  
any available green space, to connect with the 
environment and support health and wellbeing. 

NEW PLAYGROUNDS AND OUTDOOR GYMS
There have been improvements to play areas and 
the creation of new playgrounds and outdoor gyms – 
including St Dunstan’s Park – funded by North West 
Chilterns Community Board, which covers the area 
around Princes Risborough.

BUCKINGHAM CANAL SEED AND WEED 
HARVESTING 
Buckingham Canal Society (BCS) restored a section 
of canal at Bourton Meadow. This has developed into 
a thriving bio-diverse habitat, including endangered 
species of butterflies. With Community Board funding, 
BCS bought equipment to maintain this habitat. Seeds 
are being harvested and made available for further 
planting locally.
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HELP US MAKE A DIFFERENCE  
TO OUR COMMUNITIES 

  Are you a community group or voluntary  
organisation keen to make a difference in  
the local area? 

  Do you have a great idea for a community initiative  
that will benefit people where you live? 

  Or maybe you have a successful community project  
you’d like to expand or develop?

  If so, the Community Boards are keen to hear from you. We’re 
looking for community groups and local people to help us take 
our action plans and project ideas forward.  

  We’re particularly keen to develop ideas to support economic 
recovery and are looking for people, businesses and community 
groups to get involved in our local action groups. 

Steve Bowles, Cabinet Member  
for Communities
“Community Boards are two-way 
partnerships between the council 
and local communities. The 
essence of our vision is summed 
up in our simple strapline – Local 
voices, local choices, local action.

“By working together we 
can truly bring change and 
improvement to your area, 
directly addressing your concerns 
and priorities at a local level.”

If you want to get involved or have an idea for a local project 
go to: buckinghamshire.gov.uk/community-boards
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What’s coming up? There are plenty more 
projects in the pipeline, from two outdoor gyms 
linked by a 5k route to a dementia roadshow, a 
bee-friendly garden competition, a new community 
hub for Iver and the Villages, and new bike racks in 
Denham, Gerrards Cross and the Chalfonts.

8 9
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building up Bucks winter’s here

11

  Growth advice and grants – delivering invaluable 
advice and funding through an expert Growth Team 
to help businesses overcome challenges and to 
thrive

  Low Carbon Workspaces – offering grants to help 
businesses install energy-efficient measures, one of 
the cornerstones of BBF’s commitment to achieving 
Net Zero carbon emissions

  Peer Learning – bringing business owners together 
to discuss their challenges and work on practical 
solutions, building connections that go far beyond 
networking

   Be Your Own Boss – supporting people who  
want to start their own business with expert  
advice, networking, help with business planning  
and lots more

NHS Choices
Everyone has a part to play in taking care of their own 
health and wellbeing, as well as that of family and 
neighbours. We should all be aware of what help is 
available and the best way of accessing it.

Most important is being prepared and knowing where 
to go if you do become sick: 

A&E is there for those who need urgent care most, so 
if it’s a clear non-emergency or you’re not sure, contact 
111 First and save yourself an unnecessary journey.

Winter is when health, social care and support services across the 
county work together to ensure we all stay safe and well. 

Help for all LOCAL BUSINESSES
Buckinghamshire Business First (BBF) is the central information and support hub for all businesses 
in Buckinghamshire. In its 10th anniversary year, BBF prides itself on offering something for every 
business with a huge range of support available for businesses of all sizes and sectors in the county.

Haydon Hill Cycleway OPEN
The Haydon Hill extension to the ever-popular 
Waddesdon Greenway officially opened during 
the summer in front of delighted local residents, 
councillors and officials. 
The new extension means that a 6-mile long, low-
traffic route from Aylesbury town centre all the way 
to Waddesdon Village is now available for the very 
first time. 

Walkers, runners, cyclists, commuters and those just 
out for a bit of fresh air have been enjoying the new 
route – which is the latest addition to the vision of a 
Buckinghamshire Greenway running north to south 
right across the county from the Brackley borders to 
the Colne Valley. 

Buckinghamshire has 
just played host to a 
prestigious transport 
and climate event as 
part of the recent  
COP26 United Nations 
World Summit in 
Glasgow.
In partnership with a 

group of local businesses and organisations, the 
Green Wheels in Motion event, at the Silverstone 
Enterprise Zone, was one of a number of specialist 
events linked to the global conference addressing 
the climate change crisis. 
The event showcased a range of exciting and 
ground-breaking initiatives being developed in 
Buckinghamshire to decarbonise transport and 
create sustainable technology for the future.
A recording of the event is on our website:  
buckinghamshire.gov.uk/environment/
sustainability-and-climate-change
Read more about our ambitious climate change 
strategy on page 13.

   Buckinghamshire Skills Hub (BucksSkillsHub.org)  
– working in partnership with one of the top-
performing Careers Hubs in the country, helping 
people of all ages develop the skills and qualifications 
they need for a successful career and helping 
employers find their next recruit

   Challenge Works - helping businesses to work 
with the public sector to tackle societal issues in 
Buckinghamshire through a game-changing new 
project

And pass the details to friends and family who 
may benefit too.

Leading the way  
in GREEN TRAVEL

WINTER HEALTH
 

Winter vaccinations
It’s still easy for us all to pass 
on Covid-19 or flu viruses 
without knowing. As we 
remain indoors more when 
it’s cold, the risk of spread 
rises.

Many of the things we do to 
stay well can help prevent 
both viruses spreading and 
with Covid-19 cases high, 
being sensible remains key.

Washing hands regularly, letting in fresh air through a 
window, wearing a mask in a crowded indoor space and 
taking regular Covid-19 tests if you’re out and about are 
all easy ways to stay safer.

And please get your flu jab and a Covid-19 booster 
vaccine (if eligible) this winter. These will protect you 
and those closest to you. They could prevent serious 
health consequences and a hospital stay, so make sure 
you take up the offer when invited by the NHS.

You may get both vaccines in one visit and that’s 
perfectly safe. Just don’t wait or put one off to have 
them at the same time.

Visit: nhs.uk/wintervaccinations

   Make sure you have essential self-care  
medicines at home

  Use your pharmacist
 Visit 111.nhs.uk or call 111

Get in touch:  
bbf.uk.com 
info@bbf.uk.com 
01494 927 130 

Be a good neighbour 
Looking out for neighbours who are elderly or frail 
is something we can do all year round. It’s really 
important during the winter months when people 
are more prone to trips and falls on slippery ground. 

To report a concern visit buckinghamshire.gov.uk 
and search ‘adult neglect’ and for urgent medical 
help or advice contact 111.nhs.uk or call 111. Our 
winter webpage has lots of information and useful 
links: buckinghamshire.gov.uk/winter21

  Say ‘hello’ – Have a cuppa 
and ask how they are

    Medicines – Check they  
have enough for the  
holiday period 

   Shopping – In very cold  
or icy conditions offer to 
pop to the shops for them 

  Know the signs – Not seen 
them for a while? Curtains  
always drawn? Mail in the 
door? 



Gully cleaning 
In May this year Transport for 
Buckinghamshire (TfB) began an 
ambitious year-long programme to clean 
out more than 85,000 gullies. Despite 
setbacks caused by Covid and HGV 
driver shortages, our regular teams and 
extra volunteers, joined by external 
partners, have been working flat out 
to stay on track. Every gully in the 
county will be cleared at least once 
over the course of the year and repairs 
scheduled as necessary after the 
council committed an extra £4 million, 
boosting the total budget for this work 
to £6.6 million.
TfB is also writing to landowners to 
remind them of their responsibility to 
clear ditches on their land, enforcing 
these duties if required. Usually we clear 
major road gullies annually and others 
every three years. Thank you if you have 
helped by moving your vehicle when our 
crews have been in your area so we can 
get to drain covers on your street.
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big Bucks tidy up

BIG BUCKS 
TIDY UP!

We know one of the biggest 
priorities for our residents is our 
local environment – keeping our 
local places and spaces clean, 
green, safe and attractive. 
We’re all proud of the natural beauty 
of our county and of our beautiful 
towns. So we’re working even harder 
to enhance our local spaces, to spruce 
things up and to plant many more 
trees. We’ve also recently adopted an 
ambitious Climate Change Strategy  
– read all about it below.

Cleaning up the county
The Big Bucks Tidy Up is all about 
working together for a cleaner, greener 
and safer Buckinghamshire. It’s a chance 
to recognise, champion and celebrate 
the collaborative efforts to transform 
Buckinghamshire’s spaces for the better 
through both enhanced and concentrated 
council works and by encouraging and 
enabling community involvement. 

Phase one followed on from the 
momentous contribution from residents 
and community groups for Keep Britain 
Tidy’s national Great British Spring Clean 
earlier this year. This saw more than 50 local 
volunteer groups taking to the county’s 
streets, parks and open spaces to carry  
out their own litter picking efforts.

Buckinghamshire Council continued this 
momentum by injecting over £300,000 of 
extra funding and investing more resources 
to deliver a comprehensive programme 
of enhanced council service activity. This 
included extra litter picking, fly-tip rapid 
response clearance, bin cleaning and 
replacements, traffic island cleansing, weed 
spraying and manual and mechanical road 
sweeping. 

We’re now into the next phase of the Big 
Bucks Tidy Up (autumn 2021), and we’re 
calling on local residents to give the 
initiative a more locally driven approach 
focusing on addressing local priorities. 
Buckinghamshire Council’s Community 
Boards will be essential in bringing together 
the local councils, environmental groups, 
community and voluntary organisations 
and local residents to identify local issues 
and find ways of improving them. Find 
out how you can get involved by visiting: 
buckinghamshire.gov.uk/community-
boards
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Managing flooding
Last winter many parts of Bucks 
experienced flooding, an awful situation for 
anyone who suffered damage or disruption 
in this way. We’re doing as much as possible 
to make our homes and communities more 
resilient to flooding. 

Flooding has many causes, from 
groundwater flooding to river flooding 
which we especially saw around the River 
Great Ouse last year. The gully cleaning 
programme will help, and we’ve also 
secured millions of pounds of funding to 
tackle groundwater flooding in the chalk 
areas of the county. This six year innovation 
project is called GRACE (Groundwater 
Resilience and Community Engagement) 
and aims to improve all aspects of how 
groundwater flooding is managed, including 
modelling, mapping, monitoring, warning 
and response. 

We’ve also made use of a new ‘Floodmobile’ 
– a demonstration vehicle that travels 
around with info about how home-owners 
can better protect their properties against 
flooding. 

You can find out more about how to make 
your home and property more resilient to 
flooding on our website: buckinghamshire.
gov.uk/flooding 

Planting more trees  
across Bucks 
We all appreciate the beauty and splendour 
of trees plus know the role tree planting 
can play in addressing climate change and 
recognising wider biodiversity.  

So we hope it’s welcome news to residents 
that we’ve got a huge programme of tree 
planting underway right across the county, 
as part of a few different projects: 

  We’re planting more than half a million 
new trees overall – one for every 
resident 

  We’ve offered every school and care 
home in Bucks a free tree as part of our 
support for the Queen’s Green Canopy 

  We’ve successfully bid for more 
than £200,000 in the Local Authority 
Treescapes Fund to support tree 
planting in non-forest locations 

We know our county is already a place of 
green natural beauty and we hope this will 
enhance it even further! The council has The 

Fly-tipping 
We all know fly-tipping is a blight on 
our beautiful towns and countryside. 
We work hard to catch and prosecute 
fly-tippers and despite the pandemic, 
continue to apprehend more than two 
offenders per week, through either 
fixed penalty notices (FPNs)  
or prosecutions.
We depend on evidence to be 
successful, so if you see someone 
fly-tipping waste and can safely note 
down the registration number please 
do so.  
You can find out more about how we 
tackle fly-tipping, and report a fly-tip 
at: buckinghamshire.gov.uk/report-
fly-tipping

Before

After

We’ve set a target to reduce emissions by at least 
75% by 2030 and 90% by 2040 compared  
to estimated 1990 emissions.
View our Climate Change and Air Quality Strategy by 
going to: buckinghamshire.gov.uk/climate-change

New Climate Change 
Strategy adopted

The council has adopted an ambitious  
and wide-ranging Climate Change and Air  
Quality Strategy – a hugely important piece of  
work and one that underlines our firm commitment 
to take action against climate change. 
The comprehensive strategy involves an investment 
of nearly £10 million. It includes 60 different actions 
for the council to reduce its carbon emissions to 
net zero by 2050. It also sets out the steps needed 
to tackle environmental damage and improve air 
quality right across the county.

THE 60 ACTIONS INCLUDE:
 installing solar panels on our buildings
  improving the energy-efficiency of our buildings 

through better insulation
  reducing emissions from our fleet by using 

electric and low-emission vehicles
  continuing to upgrade street lighting to LEDs
  planting over 500,000 trees in Buckinghamshire
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Supporting local families 
THROUGH THE WINTER
The Covid pandemic has sadly meant some families 
have found it even harder to manage financially. If 
you are in this position, you are not alone. 
There is lots of help available at the Bucks Online 
Directory (see page 7). You can also contact our Helping 
Hand team who can provide a range of support to get 
you through this difficult period. Visit buckinghamshire.
gov.uk/helping-hand or call 01296 531151.

Over the Christmas holidays, thousands of places are 
available for eligible children and young people across 
Buckinghamshire to enjoy completely free, high-quality 

holiday activities and experiences, as  
part of the Holiday Activity and Food (HAF) programme.

HAF activities are available for children and young people 
aged 5–16 who receive benefits-related free school meals, 
and each session includes a tasty hot meal. All activities 
will be Covid-safe. 

How BUCKS is helping displaced 
Afghan families

Roads and footways around Buckinghamshire are a hot topic for residents and maintaining 
and improving them is one of our highest priorities. 

Investing in YOUR ROADS
That’s why we are investing  
£100 million as part of a major 
Highways Improvement Programme 
spanning the next four years.

Buckinghamshire Council is 
responsible for maintaining 2,000 
miles of carriageway and 1,500 
miles of footways across the county. 
Thanks to our close proximity to 
Oxford, London and Milton Keynes, 
plus our bustling and thriving 
towns and villages, our roads are 
extremely busy!

£100 million is a big amount of 
money, and we know that you’ll 
want to understand where that 
goes. In a nutshell, this significant 
investment will be spent repairing 
damaged roads and pavements 

around the county. To see more 
detail, go to our dedicated 
webpages at: buckinghamshire.
gov.uk/100mforroads 
As part of the campaign, we’ve 
also invested in some bold new 
signage which is being displayed 
around the county. These new 
signs will let you know when we 
will be working somewhere, when 
we are on site and when the work 
has been completed. We know it’s 
vital to keep you informed about 
improvements happening in your 
area and hope these signs will help 
to do that.

We’ve been contending with the 
ongoing effects of Covid-19, a 
national shortage of HGV drivers 
and a fuel shortage too, but our 
crews are still working flat out to 
keep on delivering the service. 
You may have noticed some of 
our completed schemes around 
the county, for example the major 
works at Crest Road junction in 
High Wycombe. This work involved  
converting the existing roundabout 
into an intelligent traffic light-
controlled junction to improve traffic 
flows, reduce congestion and help 
unlock further commercial and retail 
development on Cressex Island. 

Work didn’t stop there, with 
other improvements including a 
600-metre shared use cycleway 
and footway running from Handy 
Cross roundabout to Holmers 
Farm Way roundabout, linking two 
existing cycle routes, new toucan 
crossings and additional visibility 
improvements to help motorists.

There will be many more schemes 
completed over the course of this 
four-year investment. 

While we carry out these 
works, please remember to 
keep reporting any defects 
on FixMyStreet, where they 
can be picked up by our 
Highways Team.  

Cllr Steven Broadbent, Cabinet 
Member for Transport inspecting 
improvements to the road and 
footpaths in Ramworth Way, Aylesbury. 
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Buckinghamshire Council is also taking part in the national scheme to help resettle Afghan families who’ve 
been displaced due to recent events in their country. We are providing a very warm welcome to the first 
families arriving in the county and we are supporting with their immediate and future needs. The crisis fund 
we’ve launched with local community foundation Heart of Bucks has raised over £45,000. If you want to offer 
help, please find out more on our dedicated webpages at: buckinghamshire.gov.uk/afghansupport
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We put the interests of older people living 
in Buckinghamshire at the centre of 

everything we do 
 

 

    * Information and advice 

    * Welfare benefits home visits 

    * Befriending Plus 

     
    * Help-in-the-Home 

    * Garden maintenance 

    * Handyperson  
    * Computer training 

    * Toenail cutting service in your home 

    * Home hairdressing 

Age UK Bucks 

services and support 

Call 01296 431911 

www.ageukbucks.org.uk 
145 Meadowcroft, Aylesbury HP19 9HH 

Registered charity 1139423 

 

free 

 pay 
for  

Find out what’s on and 
how to book places at:  
buckinghamshire.gov.
uk/haf
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Your local councillors
Our councillors are elected by 
Buckinghamshire residents to decide how 
the council should carry out its various 
activities. The councillors represent public 
interest as well as individuals living within 
the ward in which they have been elected 
to serve their term of office.
THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE:

  Representing their community
  Developing and reviewing council 

policy
  Scrutinising decisions taken by 

councillors on committees or Cabinet
Through council meetings, telephone calls, 
emails and surgeries, councillors have 
regular contact with the public about local 
issues.
Find out which councillors represent your 
ward, and how to contact them, by going 
to: buckinghamshire.gov.uk/councillors

Watch our council meetings
Most of our council meetings are open to 
the public, and you can browse upcoming 
and past meetings here:  
buckinghamshire.gov.uk/meetings
If you want to watch our meetings from the 
comfort of your own home, you can do so by 
accessing our live webcast service, which is 
available at: buckinghamshire.public-i.tv/core/portal/home
Should you miss a meeting – or would like to view a section  
of a meeting again – then you can use our archives service  
to view the meeting at your leisure:  
buckinghamshire.public-i.tv/core/portal/webcasts

Register to vote
To be able to vote in elections or referendums you 
must be registered to vote. If you are not already 
registered to vote at your property, you can apply 
online via: gov.uk/register-to-vote
If you need to change your name, address or 
nationality on the electoral register you can change 
this by registering to vote again with your new details.

Help shape the future 
OF BUCKINGHAMSHIRE
Take a photo and share it with us on our new portal 
bucks.place and you can help us to shape what places in 
Buckinghamshire could look like in the future. It’s as easy 
as tag, type, snap.

All you need to do is … 
  LOG – on to bucks.place on your 

smartphone or computer.
  TAG – the place where you are, pick a 

place on the map, or pick one of the 
examples of developments which are on 
the website.

  TYPE – and tell us what you like about 
it and what would you change to make 
it better. Tell us what you think about 
homes, nature, infrastructure and what 
you’d like to see in future.

  SNAP – you can also take a photo and 
send it with your comments to show us. 

We’re one of 14 local authorities leading a 
national pilot to use innovative technology 
to make it easier for people to be involved in 
shaping the future of where they live. 

We’ll use the information we get to help 
us create a Design Code which developers 
will need to follow if they want to build in 
Buckinghamshire. 

If the trial is successful, it could be rolled 
out and used nationally by every planning 
authority in the country.

FIND YOUR COUNCILLOR 

Scheduled 
Collection

Revised  
Collection

Monday 27th December 2021 29th December 2021

Tuesday 28th December 2021 30th December 2021

Wednesday 29th December 2021 31st December 2021

Thursday 30th December 2021 4th January 2022

Friday 31st December 2021 5th January 2022

Monday 3rd January 2022 6th January 2022

Tuesday 4th January 2022 7th January 2022

Wednesday 5th January 2022 8th January 2022

Thursday 6th January 2022 10th January 2022

Friday 7th January 2022 11th January 2022

Monday 10th January 2022 12th January 2022

Tuesday 11th January 2022 13th January 2022

Wednesday 12th January 2022 14th January 2022

Thursday 13th January 2022 15th January 2022

Friday 14th January 2022 17th January 2022

Monday 17th January 2022 18th January 2022

Tuesday 18th January 2022 19th January 2022

Wednesday 19th January 2022 20th January 2022

Thursday 20th January 2022 21st January 2022

Friday 21st January 2022 22nd January 2022

Recycling & WASTE 

WASTE COLLECTION CHANGES OVER THE 
CHRISTMAS PERIOD:

Household Recycling Centres
The sites will only close on Christmas Day, Boxing Day and 
New Year’s Day. All other days over the Christmas period, 
whether Bank Holidays or not, the sites will operate the 
usual opening days and hours (9am-4pm).

How to dispose of your 
Christmas tree
Disposing of your natural Christmas tree, 
wreaths, holly and mistletoe after the festive 
season is easy to do with our garden waste 
collection service. If you're a garden waste 
customer, remember to:

  Remove any decorations
  Cut the tree into smaller, manageable 

pieces before placing in your garden  
waste bin

If you've not yet subscribed to our garden waste 
collection service, see if there is a local charity 
collection near you or take it to your nearest 
household recycling centre.

Recycle your Christmas 
Over the festive season we produce around 
30% more waste, so it’s even more important 
to reduce, reuse and recycle. At a time when 
homes are likely to be overflowing with 
wrapping paper, cardboard boxes and empty 
bottles of festive fizz, help reduce your waste 
and find out what can and cannot be recycled 
by visiting our online Waste Wizard. Here are 
some popular recyclable Christmas items to  
get you started:

  Christmas cards and crackers (without  
the snap)

  Paper hats
  Non-glittery wrapping paper
  Chocolate boxes

Ensure you fold and flatten extra cardboard  
to a manageable size and place any extra 
cardboard next to your recycling bin. 
Remember to remove any other packaging,  
like polystyrene or sellotape, and flatten the 
boxes down.

For more festive tips on how to reduce, reuse and recycle 
this Christmas visit: recycle4bucks.co.uk/Christmas

We all produce a bit more waste over the festive period so we  
hope this handy guide and useful information helps, especially 
where recycling is concerned. While it might be tempting to just 
chuck everything away including any unused food, there are some 
great ways to be more environmentally friendly over Christmas.

community life community life



18 19

Stepping back into Bucks’ rich history
Buckinghamshire has a rich history, from the Neolithic ramparts in the 
Chilterns via the disputed frontiers of Anglo-Saxon times through to the 
Victorian age of stately home building and the coming of the railways. 
Then to the twentieth century and the formation of the county we know today.  
And woven through it all are the diverse lives of the people of Buckinghamshire  
and those who chose to come here and make it their home.
That’s what we’ve been celebrating during this year’s Buckinghamshire History 
Festival. This annual event, run by the Buckinghamshire Council Archives Team,  
is now in its sixth year, and for a second time it’s been in a virtual format following  
a move online in 2020 because of Covid. This means that not only can you enjoy 
presentations and discussions on a huge range of historical themes live  
from the comfort of your home, but anything you missed will be available to catch 
up on later.

Welcoming new residents

Our loving, compassionate care helps our family of veterans and their 
partners live life to the full.
  
Spacious rooms with en-suite facilities, beautiful gardens, a wide 
range of activities and delicious meals ensure that life is fulfilling.

WWe welcome indoor visits and support loved ones to stay connected 
with regular video calls and a dedicated relatives’ website. Regular 
testing, PPE and vaccinations ensure residents remain safe and well.

The Royal Star & Garter Homes trading as Royal Star & Garter. 
Registered Charity no. 210119. Registered ooce: 15 Castle Mews, Hampton, TW12 2NP

Hughenden Avenue, High Wycombe, HP13 5GG

Call 01494 927 555
Email hw.enquiries@starandgarter.org
Visit starandgarter.org/hw

Nursing   |   Dementia   |   Short breaks  |  Day care

MAKES YOU BETTER
EQUIPPED FOR life

Discover our range of full-time courses, apprenticeships and brand new T Level programmes. 
To find out more, visit buckscollegegroup.ac.uk
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NEW CHILTERNS 
LIFESTYLE CENTRE
OPENING its doors!
It’s brilliant news that the brand new Chilterns 
Lifestyle Centre in Amersham is opening its doors. 
The centre, operated by Everyone Active, offers state-of-
the-art facilities and something for everyone of all ages. 
That might be improving their health and wellbeing by 
getting active, catching up with friends in the café or 
enjoying a relaxing treatment in the spa.

The centre offers a wide range of facilities, including:

 a 25m eight-lane swimming pool, a splash zone
  a 17m-long learning and diving pool with movable 

floor to change the depth
 a 130-station fitness suite
  sports hall, squash courts, dance and group  

cycling studio 
  exercise studios, climbing walls, clip ‘n’ climb  

and a soft play zone
For bookings and further information go 
to everyoneactive.com/centre/chilterns-
lifestyle-centre

Highlights of this year’s festival include TV broadcaster Jay Blades on the 
High Wycombe furniture industry, house historian Melanie Backe-Hansen 
on how to research the history of your own home, and Jackie Hunt on the 
gardens at Turn End, Haddenham. To find these and much, much more, go 
to our Facebook page @HistFestBucks.

HIGHLIGHTS

There’s all this plus a library, community centre, 
café, spa, pre-school nursery and function rooms 
for hire – under one roof! And outside you can find 
a skate park, street snooker, outdoor gym and play 
equipment to the rear of the centre. 

The Chilterns Lifestyle Centre is here for the 
community and we look forward to seeing you.

community life



Adult SAFEGUARDING
Buckinghamshire Council believes that everyone deserves 
to live a happy life, in a safe place free from harm and 
neglect, regardless of age, gender, disability or ethnicity. 
Our adult safeguarding campaign ‘See something. Say 
something. Do something’ aims to raise awareness of the 
different types of abuse, what they look like and how we, as 
individuals and as a community, can play a vital part in helping 
the person in need. Learn the warning signs and how to report 
any concerns at: careadvice.buckinghamshire.gov.uk  
It could be a neighbour, family member, friend, colleague or 
even a stranger. If you feel someone you know is showing signs 
of being abused or neglected, if something doesn’t look or 
feel right, please don’t ignore it or leave it for someone else to 
deal with. Even if it’s just a hunch; trust your instincts and speak 
up. This can be done in confidence and every report is taken 
seriously and thoroughly investigated. 
If you SEE SOMETHING then please SAY SOMETHING  
and help us be able to DO SOMETHING.

REPORTING IS EASY AND CAN BE  
DONE ANONYMOUSLY. 

You can make a report via:
Our website:  
careadvice.buckinghamshire.gov.uk
Email:  
ascfirstresponse@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
Telephone:  
0800 137 915 – Monday to Thursday  
9am to 5:30pm and Friday 9am to 5pm
Outside these hours you can call our  
Emergency Duty Team on: 0800 999 7677

ADULT SAFEGUARDING IS EVERYONE’S RESPONSIBILITY. 
TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

MY BROTHER, MY SISTER & ME  

Ben is attending nursery and has settled in well. Hannah started 
school in September, which she is enjoying. There are some concerns 
with her levels of communication and familiarity with others. 
Both Ben and Hannah have settled well in their current foster home 
and are learning to follow routine and boundaries. The pair enjoy 
playing with their toys and visiting the local park.  
Archie is also doing well, interacting with his carers, recognising 
words and loves cuddles with his siblings. 
We need adoptive parents for Ben, Hannah, and Archie, who can 
provide them with consistency and security while allowing them  
to grow up together.  
Buckinghamshire Council needs foster carers and adoptive parents 
who can look after local children like Ben, Hannah, and Archie.  
We especially need local homes for brothers and sisters to prevent 
them being separated, children from Black and Minority Ethnic 
backgrounds, and children, like Hannah, with more complex needs.  
If you’d like to find out more, please go to:  
buckinghamshire.gov.uk/fostering and  
buckinghamshire.gov.uk/adoption  

Ben and Hannah are a brother and sister aged three and 
four. Their little brother Archie is nine months old. They are 
delightful children from Buckinghamshire who were taken into 
care after being exposed to a chaotic and neglectful life.

*names have been changed and generic image used
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hightownhomes.com01442 292381

A stunning collection of 1, 2 & 3 bedroom homes located within the 
desirable market town of Chesham, just 0.8 miles away from Chesham 

underground station, making it the perfect location for commuters. 
Available to buy with Shared Ownership

DON’T MISS OUT!  
These popular Shared Ownership properties 
are selling fast! Register your interest today.

SPRINGFIELD VIEW
SPRINGFIELD ROAD, CHESHAM, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE, HP5 1PP

Part of a bigger, charming new development and within walking distance to Chesham, Springfield View 
is a desirable destination for modern living, with a town centre that blends old and new. Chesham 

offers a wide range of shops, a twice weekly market, the Elgiva Theatre, art gallery and a good choice 
of restaurants, pubs and coffee shops. The Chilterns are on your doorstep, offering a wide range of 

outdoor pursuits including walking, cycling and horse-riding.

Springfield View is in  
an area of outstanding 

natural beauty

Stylish and spacious homes 
within walking distance to 

Chesham

Fully integrated 
appliances and 

stunning bathroom 

Excellent local  
amenities and convenient 

transport links

REGISTER YOUR INTEREST TODAY

1807 HH Your Buckinghamshire mag A4 V3.indd   11807 HH Your Buckinghamshire mag A4 V3.indd   1 11/08/2021   13:2311/08/2021   13:23
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“ A di�  cult time has been made more bearable 
thanks to your sensitivity, consideration and 
experience - thank you”
J DAVIES

To discuss your situation in more
detail please call Gurvinder Sehra on
01494 809308 or visit kiddrapinet.co.uk

If you’ve been appointed as an 

executor of someone’s Will it can 

be complicated and confusing 

– especially at a difficult or 

emotional time. 

Our experienced probate team can 

help you establish the contents of the 

estate, use the funds to pay expenses 

such as funeral costs, distribute the 

assets, close any bank accounts, file 

tax returns if required and or any other 

administration process including the 

mitigation of inheritance tax.

GET MOVING
Simply sitting less 
and moving more 
helps improve 
your physical 
health and mental 
wellbeing. Why 

not choose a walk with friends rather 
than a coffee, park a bit further away 
from school or work, or stretch your 
legs during a TV ad break? We’re 
trialling Active Communities in areas 
around Aylesbury and Wycombe, 
encouraging people of all ages and 
abilities to add a bit more movement 
to their daily lifestyle. 

TURN WORRYING INTO PROBLEM 
SOLVING
It’s natural for us to be worried 
sometimes. Stopping and asking  
what steps you can take to solve your 
problem can help reduce your stress.  
If you find yourself dwelling on a 

problem, try to shift your focus by getting active  
or doing something that takes concentration. 

TALK TO SOMEONE
Talking through your worries or  
sharing your day with someone  
can make a huge difference to  
how you feel.

Health checks 

WINTER WELLBEING

Once we hit 40 years old, the risk of 
developing disease increases. 
So, if you could make a small change now to stay 
well in the future, wouldn’t you do it? Living a busy, 
stressful life and being unaware of potential illness 
is why your Free NHS Health Check is so important. 

The NHS Health Check is designed to spot early 
signs of illness and give advice on how to reduce 
your risk of developing more serious diseases. 
Getting these signs checked out and diagnosed 
early can make a real difference to your future 
health and wellbeing. And remember feeling fine 
today doesn’t mean you will be forever. 

Make sure you ‘future proof’ your health as much as 
you can, reduce the risk and book your NHS Health 
Check today.

For more info visit nhs.uk/conditions/nhs-
health-check or look out for a letter from 
your GP.

To be eligible for a Health  
Check, you must:

  Be aged between 40 and 74  
  Be a Buckinghamshire resident
  Not have been diagnosed with heart disease, 

diabetes, kidney disease, or had a stroke
  Not have had an NHS Health Check in the last  

5 years 

Winter can be a tough time for many, but little changes can make a big difference to how you feel. 

Active Communities – Help to be  
a little more active
healthandwellbeingbucks.org 

Live Well Stay Well – Support to 
achieve your healthy lifestyle goals
livewellstaywellbucks.co.uk 
01628 857 311

Bucks Mind Help – Support  
for mental health
bucksmind.org.uk
01494 463364

FIND OUT MORE
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At every one of our homes and services you will find a

welcoming environment, companionship and freedom from

worry, together with great care and friendly faces everyday.

Make our home your home

To discuss your care needs and arrange a visit

0333 005 8735 enquiries@fremantletrust.org

www.fremantletrust.org

"Mum has settled in so well because time has been taken to

understand her likes and dislikes. She has been nourished both

physically and emotionally."

Residential Care Homes ׀ Nursing Homes ׀ Dedicated Dementia Care
Respite Care ׀ Services for Adults Living with Learning Disabilities


