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file and is available free. It is also available in 
large print. If you have any problems receiving 
Arena please don’t hesitate to call Gill Chisnall 
on 01252 398 744 or email her at  
gill.chisnall@rushmoor.gov.uk

Last time I wrote we 
were all emerging 
blinking and smiling, 
both literally and 
metaphorically, into 

a bright new spring following such a tough 
winter. Things were looking so much more 
optimistic with our town centres beginning 
to re-open and the national vaccination 
programme in full swing.

I’m delighted to say that things have 
moved forward since then, and with more 
than 75% of the adult population now 
vaccinated at least once, I think it is right 
to remain cautiously optimistic, despite the 
new variant trying to throw a spanner in
the works. 

Working closely with Public Health England 
and Hampshire County Council, we remain 
ever vigilant. This was why we agreed to 
the introduction of surge testing in late 
May/early June to make sure the new 
variant did not spread.

As Arena went to print we were waiting 
to hear if the government decides to fully 
remove all current restrictions on 21 June, 
but my best guess is that some restrictions 
will remain in place. Our residents have 
done fantastically well during the pandemic 
to stick to the rules and I’m sure, whatever 
is asked, you will continue to do so. 

Thank you to those of you who turned 
out to vote in last month's elections. I was 
delighted to see all the hard work by our 
election team paid off and we all got to 
vote safely.

But the elections are now history, and we 
need to focus on some major projects. 

Significant progress is being made on the 
Union Yard scheme (P7) and we have also 
finalised plans for introducing food waste 
collections from the autumn (P4).

I know that some of you think that the 
switch to fortnightly green bin collections 
will be difficult, but we know it can be done. 
More than 85% of all councils have now 
switched to fortnightly collections and by 
law, we all have to introduce weekly food 
collections from 2023. Our recycling rate,
at 30%, is simply not good enough and we 
need to be aiming for the national target.

With food waste currently accounting for a 
huge 40% by weight of our general waste, 
this will make those kinds of targets so 
much easier. And it also forms a large part 
of our Climate Change Action Plan which 
we are committed to delivering.

As society begins to open, I’m so happy 
to see the Princes Hall unveiling plans for 
some exciting new and re-booked shows 
(P12) and Aldershot Lido throwing open its 
doors once more (P6). Please help our local 
shops too by signing up to shopping local 
online (P7). Find out about our new repair 
café (P11) and community food store (P10) 
and how our colleagues at RVS are marking 
their 50th anniversary (P11) - where would 
we be without their wonderful volunteers!

Please do continue taking care, and looking 
out for others, as you have always done, 
and we can all look forward to a brighter 
future. 

Keep on keeping on!
by Cllr David Clifford, Leader of Rushmoor Borough Council
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Weekly food waste collections at 
the heart of new recycling service
From this autumn, you'll be getting a 
new recycling and rubbish collection 
service, aimed at helping to boost 
recycling and cut waste and carbon 
emissions.

At the heart of the new service will be 
weekly food waste recycling collections, 
which we’ll roll out to most homes in the 
autumn and to households with shared
bins from spring 2022. 

We’ve found that by weight, food waste 
makes up nearly 40% of the content of our 
green bins, so with food waste collected 
weekly in a separate caddy, we will also move
to fortnightly collections of the remaining 
contents of the green bins. This is now 
normal practice, with 85% of councils no 
longer providing a weekly collection for 
non-recyclable rubbish.

You will still get your fortnightly blue bin 
and glass recycling service, electrical and 
battery recycling collections and, if you 
subscribe, our fortnightly garden waste 
recycling service. Over time, we also want 
to be able to increase the items we can 
collect from you for recycling.

These changes, which are the biggest to
our recycling services in more than a 
decade, are part of the council’s pledge
to tackle climate change.

In Rushmoor, our household recycling 
rate is around 30% - way short of the 
government’s target of 65% by 2035 and 
much lower than many other councils. 
Introducing a new weekly household food 
waste recycling service, together with the 
other changes, would boost recycling to 
around 45% and cut waste. We've also 
calculated that the reduction in carbon 
emissions each year would be like taking 
1,000 average cars off the road.

The new service was approved by our 
Cabinet earlier this month following a 
review by a cross-party group of councillors 
into the best way to introduce food waste 
collections in Aldershot and Farnborough. 

This is ahead of the government’s target 
that all councils should provide food waste 
recycling from 2023.

Councillor Maurice Sheehan, our Cabinet 
member for Operational Services, said: 
“Introducing food waste collections is 
something that most residents have told 
us they would support, and we are really 
pleased to be able to bring it forward now. 

“This is our first major new recycling 
service for more than a decade - hopefully 
the first of many - and will require 
substantial investment. But it does mean 
residents will still get a weekly collection 
from the council - of food waste for 
recycling, rather than of non-recyclable 
rubbish - which is much better for the 
environment.

“Overall, the new service, with a much 
greater focus on recycling, is the most 
significant change to our household bin 
collections for nearly 20 years, bringing us 
into line with 85% of other councils in the 
UK, but we strongly believe it is the right 
thing to do to address climate change.”

You’ll be able to use your food caddies 
to recycle all sorts of food waste 
including food scraps and peelings, 
raw and cooked meats and fish, cheese, 
eggs, rice and pasta, bread, tea bags 
and coffee grinds, and fruit and veg. 

It doesn’t matter if the food’s gone 
mouldy or it’s out-of-date, it can all go 
in the caddies. Not surprisingly, you 
won’t be able to recycle liquids like 
milk or oil.

We’ll collect your food waste from your 
big caddy once a week in a special truck 
and take it for recycling at an anaerobic 
digestion facility, creating renewable energy 
in the form of biogas, and soil fertiliser.

Recycling your
food waste

Introducing weekly
food waste recycling

Over the summer, we’ll send you details 
of the new service and how it will work if 
you’re in the first phase. 

A few weeks before the service starts, 
we will deliver a silver kitchen food 
caddy to your home, along with 
an initial roll of liners and a larger 
lockable outdoor caddy to store your 
food waste in securely. We’ll also 
give you more advice on how to 
make the most of the new service 
and details of your collections.
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Garden waste recycling
With the increase in grass cutting 
and garden weeding that summer 
inevitably brings, now could be a good 
time to sign up for our garden waste 
recycling service.

The service costs £43 a year and for this, 
we’ll provide you with a large 240-litre 
wheelie bin that we’ll empty once a 
fortnight on the opposite week to your
blue recycling bin.

You can use the bin to recycle everything 
from lawn clippings and cut flowers to 
tree and bush clippings, weeds, unwanted 

windfallen fruit and piles of dead autumn 
leaves. 

Not only will you save a tedious trip to 
the tip and the extra pollution in the 
environment from using your car, but you 
can rest easy knowing your garden waste 
will be recycled into soil conditioner and 
compost to re-sell to gardeners. 

We collected 3,519 tonnes of garden waste 
last year (20/21) so recycling garden waste 
is truly a win-win for us all!

Blue bin
recycling

Around 27% of what is put in our green bins 
is made up of items that we already collect 
for recycling, which is just a waste, as it gets 
incinerated rather than recycled. 

Currently, you can put the following items in 
your blue bin for recycling:

l	All rinsed cans and tins
l	All rinsed plastic bottles
l	Cardboard
l	Birthday or Christmas cards (without foil 
 or glitter)
l	Newspapers and magazines
l	Household paper and envelopes 
 (including those with cellophane windows)
l	Aerosols

If you don’t have enough
space in your blue bin
 
We have three sizes of recycling bins,
so if you regularly need more space for 
recycling, you can order a larger one
for free.

Find out more on our website at
www.rushmoor.gov.uk/bluebinrecycling
or call our customer services team on
01252 398 399.

About two-thirds of households 
have 240-litre green wheelie bins.

But if you have a smaller 140-litre 
bin and find you can’t cope with 
the changes, we’ll swap it for a
240-litre bin once the new 
service is up and running.

You’ll be able to request a 
bigger bin on our website.

Your green
wheelie bin

Find out more
We’ll update you on the new service in our 
September edition of Arena. We’ll also update
our website, www.rushmoor.gov.uk/foodwaste 
and www.rushmoor.gov.uk/binchanges

More than 11,500 
residents already use 
our garden waste 
recycling service.

If you want to join 
them, you can sign
up at
www.rushmoor.gov.
uk/gardenwaste
or call us on
01252 398 399.
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Aldershot Lido is back for the summer

time in their gardens during 
lockdown, we are looking 
forward to seeing a beautiful, 
bumper crop of floral displays 
this year.

Because of the pandemic, 
we streamlined this year's 
competition to three categories:

Best front garden

Best wildlife garden

Most unusual
planted container

Get ready for a summer of fun in 
the sun as Aldershot Lido prepares 
to re-open on July 1.
 
After a turbulent year of lockdowns and 
restrictions, hopes are high that the sun will 
blaze brightly on the beautifully clear water, 
and families and swimmers can relax and 
enjoy themselves.

We weren’t able to open the lido last 
summer because of the pandemic, but 
with restrictions easing, we hope to offer 
a summer season for swimmers and 
sunbathers up to early September.  

With the outdoor pool closed for so 
long, we’ve spent more than £100,000 
on getting it ready, including laying new 

Astro Turf around the poolside, installing a 
replacement water circulation pump and 
repairing the pool tank.

Once again, Places for People Leisure will 
be running the lido on our behalf, adding 
to the facilities now open again at the 
Aldershot Pools and Fitness Centre. 

Councillor Maurice Sheehan, our Cabinet 
member for Operational Services, said: 
"We know that the re-opening of the lido 
will provide a real boost for our local 
community and lift spirits. This is a much-
loved facility, and we are keeping our 
fingers crossed that we are able to enjoy 
some fine weather there this summer.
With the uncertainty about travelling 
aboard, the re-opening of the lido will give 
everyone the chance to have fun!”

 

For the latest on the lido, visit www.For For the latest on the lido, visit 
www.rushmoor.gov.uk/lido

Green-fingered gardeners 
and new growers alike have 
been making the most of the 
recent sunshine and showers 
to get digging and seed-sowing 
for this year’s Rushmoor in 
Bloom competition.

Entries for the popular summer 
competition have now closed - 
thanks to all who have entered!

Judging takes place between 
Monday 5 and Friday 16 July 
and with more people spending 

Bloom brings cheer to all!Bloom brings cheer to all!
And although we weren't able 
to run the schools or allotment 
competitions, we look forward 
to their return in 2022.

Certificates and prizes will be 
awarded for first, second and 
third in each category, as well 
as several special recognition 
awards. Winners will be invited 
to an awards ceremony later in 
the year. 

Although the competition has 
now closed, you can still get 
involved - sharing photos and 
gardening tips, or picking up 
a few ideas from other like-
minded gardeners - on the 
Rushmoor in Bloom Facebook 
group. Just go to Facebook, 
search for Rushmoor in 
Bloom and ask to join the 
group.

If you’re looking to try 
something different this 
summer and get out to 
explore our lovely borough, 
then there is so much to do.

Our 'we can do it!' 
programme celebrates our 
parks and open spaces and 
the range of activities local 
organisations, clubs and 
groups offer.

Activities include a bootcamp 
for beginners and volunteering 
at Southwood Country Park. 

The Garrison Sports Centre 
in Aldershot will also host an 
open weekend on 10 and 11 
July, when you can try out 
the gym, classes, swimming 
and sports hall for free.

  For more information see
  www.rushmoor.gov.uk/ 
  wecandoit 

we
cando it!
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Shopping local goes online
We all know the huge benefits 
of shopping locally, supporting 
independent businesses and 
helping our high streets to 
recover after a difficult year.

But, it can still be so tempting 
to go online when you are 
bombarded with special offers 
and items that are only a ‘click’ 
away.

Soon, you will be able to have 
the best of both worlds when 
we launch the MyTown Shops 
service for Aldershot and 
Farnborough.

MyTown Shops is an eco-
friendly home delivery service, 
which allows you to order 
goods from various local 
retailers through the website, 
mytownshops.com.

You will be able to choose to 
have your items brought to
your doorstep in one simple 
electric bike delivery or use
the click and collect service.

“Businesses have had to adapt 
to survive over the last 12 
months,” said Diane Highet
our town centres manager.

“But it has been especially 
difficult for our smallest 
businesses who’ve perhaps 
not needed an online presence 
before. 

“MyTown Shops will help bridge 
that gap and help our businesses 
to reach more customers and
give shoppers even more choice.”

From fruit and veg to meat 
for the Sunday roast and from 
flowers to fashion, any local 
independent business can
sign up for free to have their 
products listed.

One such business already 
signed up is Arden & Scott 
in North Camp. Chris Scott 
(pictured), the owner said: 
“We are excited to be involved 
with this project as we know 
how well these platforms have 

worked in other areas and it’s 
a great eco opportunity to get 
some of our products to both 
our regular customers and some 
new shoppers who don't visit 
our high street regularly.”

Businesses wanting to register 
can go to mytownbusiness.
co.uk and follow the simple 

steps to sign up. Someone will 
be in touch to help you create 
your online shop. You can also 
email james@mytownuk.com

We’ve made significant progress on 
demolition and site clearance work in 
Union Street, Aldershot as we prepare 
to take forward the Union Yard 
scheme.

We’re expecting this first stage of work 
to be completed by the end of August,
at which point the site will be cleared and 
ready for the construction phase to start. 

Since our last edition, we’re pleased to let 
you know that the project will be moving 
ahead with the council as the developer.

This means that we will be funding the 
scheme and once the build is complete, 
we will keep ownership of the student 
accommodation and commercial units.

Union Yard will be transforming a key part 
of the town centre, creating a new town 

square at its heart as well as homes for 
local people, student accommodation and 
creative spaces for small and independent 
businesses.

It is proposed that our wholly owned 
housing company, Rushmoor Homes 
Limited, will take on the private residential 
units and act as landlord. A registered 
provider will take ownership of the new 
affordable homes.

We are working with Hill Partnerships 
Limited, which we have appointed to 
progress the technical design for the 
scheme and to complete some further 
preliminary work on site. This work is being 
paid for from the Housing Infrastructure 
Fund grant allocation that we secured from 
Homes England.

Look out for this new 
service launching in July.

Further information about the 
project is available at 
www.rushmoor.gov.uk/unionstreet

Making way for Aldershot's Union Yard
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Making sure your details on the 
electoral register are correct is now a 
lot simpler after we introduced a new 
system last year. 

Usually, we deliver a form every summer 
asking you to check if the details are correct 
and who at your home is eligible to vote. 
For many this information doesn’t change 
that often, but you’ve still had to return 
the form or use our automated service to 
confirm this. 

Now we can compare data we hold against 
council tax records, and the Department for 
Work and Pensions, in advance. If everything 
matches, and we have your email address, 
you should receive an email from us in early 
July asking you to confirm everything.

If we don’t have your email address, or we 
didn’t get a reply, you will receive a letter in 
August to confirm that everything matches 
and you don’t need to do anything, unless 
you need to make changes.

If there isn’t a full match for your 
household, we’ll send you a letter to ask 
you to confirm who’s eligible to vote at 
your home. 

If we don’t hear from you, we will either 
ring you or visit your home in the autumn.

For more information, visit www.
rushmoor.gov.uk/meetingscalendar
or call Kathy Flatt on 01252 398 829

AUGUST

Cabinet

Development Management 
Committee 

SEPTEMBER

Overview and Scrutiny Committee 

Development Management 
Committee
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Policy and Project Advisory Board

10

18

2

15

21

22



Council news10

@RushmoorCouncilRushmoor Borough Council

The community store is coming!

Tell us what's 
important to you

Update on
our services 

From regenerating our town 
centres to taking care of our green 
spaces and emptying your bins – 
tell us what’s important to you by 
taking part in our 2021 residents’ 
survey.

The pandemic has been difficult for 
many of us, so we want to make sure 
we do the right things to support our 
residents, communities and businesses 
as things recover.

By completing our short survey, you can 
give us your views on a range of council 

services and let us know how you think 
we are doing.

To complete the survey, go to 
www.rushmoor.gov.uk/
currentconsultations

If you don’t have access to the web, 
we can send you a paper copy of 
the survey. Please call us on 01252 
398399 to ask for a copy.

The survey will be open until Sunday 
8 August.

We know that for many of you, our 
website, www.rushmoor.gov.uk, has 
proved a good place to start over the 
last year, with lots of our services and 
information available online - so much 
so, that we’ve seen 11 per cent more 
visits to the site, many of them out of 
normal working hours. 

We have also been able to answer lots of 
your queries and provide the help you need 
by phone or email. 

And in April, we were able to reopen the 
council offices and start seeing customers 
by appointment. 

As many our staff continue to work 
remotely, booking an appointment means 
the right person will be there to help with 
your enquiry when you turn up. 

Appointments are available 8.30am to 5pm 
Monday to Thursday, and to 4.30pm on 
Friday. 

Work to set up a community food store 
in Aldershot is pressing ahead after 
we gave the plans the go-ahead in the 
spring.  

The idea behind the store has been 
developed with local people and 
organisations during the pandemic.  The 
existing council-run food hub will move out 
of Princes Hall to start the development of 
the community-led store, offering residents 
fresh food and the chance to give back if 
they can. 

In time, the site at Windsor Way will also 
provide broader support and community 
initiatives focused on mental and physical 
health and addressing economic hardship.

The set-up for the site is being funded 
by grants and will link into a network of 
community larders and fridges across 
Aldershot, with plans for Farnborough and 
North Camp still in development.  The first 
of these sites is anticipated at Park Church 
in Church Lane East, Aldershot, where a 
community larder is being set up in the 

church car park alongside the ever-popular 
Little Free Library.

This work forms part of an emerging food 
charity for Aldershot and Farnborough – 
The Grub Hub – based on partnerships 
developed as part of the council’s 
coronavirus recovery work. With an 
increased community awareness of local 
needs and a willingness from supermarkets 
to provide donations and reduce food 
waste, The Grub Hub will focus on 
principles such as reducing food waste, 
reducing stigma, connecting communities 
and raising nutritional awareness.

Councillor Adrian Newell, our Cabinet 
member for Democracy, Strategy and 
Partnerships, said: "This is a fantastic local 
initiative. The Aldershot community store 
is well-located, and we hope it will provide 
a positive use for an empty council-owned 
property in the short-term.”

If you’re not sure who to 
talk to, please contact our 
customer services team at 
customerservices@rushmoor.
gov.uk or 01252 398399 for 
advice. 
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RVS celebrates golden 50-year anniversary of 
supporting volunteering in Aldershot and Farnborough

Our repair café 
needs you! 
If you're a dab hand at 
mending things, then our new 
repair café needs your skills!

We are on the lookout for 
expert repairers who are skilled 
at mending everything from 
electrical items to bikes, toys 
and clocks. If you are handy 
with a needle and thread, a 
carpenter, or someone who 
likes fixing laptops and phones, 
we’d love to hear from you. 
We also need semi-retired or 
retired engineers and those who 
have great DIY skills - please all 
step forward! 

Even though our repair café 

is not opening until next year, 
we are already on the hunt for 
skilled craftspeople to repair a 
wide range of broken items.

We throw away hairdryers, toys, 

and kettles and ditch ripped 
trousers, jumpers with holes in, 
and clothes that are too big or 
too small. The repair café can 
help us to cut down on waste, 
using experts who enjoy taking 

items apart and fixing them.

The repair café is all about 
working together on repairing 
items and sharing a common 
interest with others. If you are 
interested in helping in any way, 
please email kath.orourke@
rushmoor.gov.uk

The commitment is not big – 
the repair café will run monthly 
on a Saturday morning at the 
West End Centre in Aldershot. 

We’ve received a £15,000 
grant to help fund the repair 
café from the Armed Forces 
Covenant Fund Trust, and as 
part of the project we’ll also 
be encouraging veterans to 
volunteer.

A celebration of 50 years of supporting 
volunteering in Aldershot and 
Farnborough is under way as Rushmoor 
Voluntary Services (RVS) marks its 50th 
anniversary of serving the local community.

RVS, which champions volunteering and 
supports 400-plus community groups and 
individuals, has been at the forefront of the 
local response to the coronavirus pandemic.

Donna Bone, Chief Executive of RVS, 
said: “It was incredibly moving that, during 
the pandemic, existing groups and new 
volunteers gave their time so generously,
and our focus has been on ensuring they 
can volunteer safely.

“During the pandemic, we supported
neighbourhood initiatives and leaders who
came forward, who were first off the 
mark to provide shopping and prescription 
collection support. We signed up 
volunteers, and gave basic training and
took up references, so volunteers and 
residents were safe.

“Traditionally, we support volunteering 
through bringing together organisations 
and volunteers, but during the pandemic, 
we have also been directly managing a 
team of 400 volunteers. We now have a 
pool of vetted and approved volunteers to 
potentially call on in a future emergency or 
one-off incident. 

“Our aim for the future is to continue 
to adapt and deliver what is required by 

voluntary groups in the community, many of 
which are now starting up again, so we can 
continue to be of value.”

To mark the RVS' golden anniversary year, 
residents are invited to contribute to a 
'50 Years of Memories' book, and a photo 
competition showing the importance of 
community. Categories and how to enter 
are available on the RVS website: rvs.org.uk

School children are also growing marigold 
flowers, thanks to the RVS-supported 
volunteering gardening project, Blooming 
Marvellous, in preparation for 50th 
anniversary flower displays along the A325 
in Farnborough and in Princes Gardens, 
Aldershot. 

A celebration event is planned at
Aldershot’s Princes Hall, in November,
when photo competition winners will be

announced, volunteers will be recognised,
and the Book of Memories will be available
to view and buy.
 
There’s a new logo to reflect RVS’s history 
starting out as the Council of Social and
Community Services and to celebrate
its focus on people.

Heather Chalkley, RVS’s community 
development manager, said: “We want to 
be thought of for far more than our work 
over the last 18 months – we have been 
supporting people and groups for 48 years 
before that. One of our important roles is 
to facilitate networking between individuals 
and groups – bringing people together to 
benefit local people. Part of our response 
to the pandemic is to now also support 
people to get back to independence and a 
confident way of life.”

The original home of RVS, above Spooner’s Forge, Victoria Road, Farnborough. 
Image credit: J Gosney, Farnborough Through Time
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Curtain up at last at Princes Hall! 

Summer of 
arts and fun
With life returning cautiously to 
normal, look out for a series of small 
events, arts and community activities 
planned over the summer.

You will find details of all our events and 
activities on our website at www.rushmoor.
gov.uk/eventsdiary and also on social media.

Town centres

Incredible Edible boxes
Summer and beyond, Aldershot and 
Farnborough town centre.

Planters will be packed full of edible plants 
with monthly recipe cards to help you try 
new recipes at home. 

Funded by the council and managed by the 
Blooming Marvellous community gardening 
project run by Rushmoor Voluntary Services 
(see p11), the boxes are part of the national 
Incredible Edible scheme.

Eco Explorers Club
First Saturday of the month, Aldershot 
town centre (booking essential).

The Eco Explorers club is a free monthly 
club for kids aged four to ten. 

Each month there will be hands-on activities 
to try and opportunities to learn how to 
look after nature and the environment.

Farnborough craft fayre
Saturday 17 July and Saturday 21 
August, Farnborough town centre 9am 
to 4pm.

Browse the stalls in Queensmead offering 
handmade items and unique gifts.

Wellesley Woodlands 
 
Connect with nature and get active 
outdoors at Wellesley Woodlands in 
Aldershot this summer with lots of free and 
bookable activities.

There will be opportunities to try outdoor 
yoga and meditation near the Wellington 
Statue.

In July and August, you can go on a family 
bug hunt and search for butterflies at Chalk 
Farm Lake or enjoy an after-work nature 
walk with colleagues along the Basingstoke 
Canal. Look out for the Nature Watch 
scheme, where you can help the woodland 
team record local wildlife.

If you are feeling creative, try a drawing, 
painting or writing in nature workshop 
(various dates in August).

For details of all the Wellesley Woodlands 
events, costs and booking information, go 
to www.wellesleywoodlands.co.uk 

The Princes Hall is looking forward to 
welcoming customers back, with a great 
programme of new and rescheduled 
events to keep everyone entertained 
over the coming months.

The popular Aldershot venue is gearing up for 
the return of live shows which kicks off on 2 July 
with the long-awaited One Night of Queen.

That's followed by dance with Forbidden 
Nights on 15 July and CODY Musical Theatre 
Company presenting Shrek – The Musical 
from 31 August to 4 September.

Whenever you return to the venue, you can be 
assured of the usual warm welcome and that 
all measures will have been taken to make sure 
your visit is as safe and enjoyable as possible.

September looks a great month with 
West End star Lee Mead (9 September), 
award-winning comedian David Baddiel (10 
September), Strictly Come Dancing stars Ian 
Waite and Vincent Simone (19 September) 
and ABBA Forever (24 September) among an 
impressive line-up.

Looking further ahead there’s the rock ‘n’ 
roll variety show, That’ll Be The Day (20 
October), top notch dance with the Russian 
State Ballet performing Sleeping Beauty to a 
live orchestra (26 October) and The Legends 
of American Country Show (28 October).

We shouldn’t forget to mention that the 
hugely popular pantomime is back this 
Christmas with Dick Whittington, which 
will be providing plenty of fun and frolics 
between 10 December and 3 January.  Several 

performances have already limited availability 
so make sure you book your tickets now!

Rest assured that if we need to reschedule 
or cancel any shows, we'll contact ticket 
holders immediately to offer the choice of an 
exchange, credit or refund.

For up-to-date information on all 
shows or to book tickets please 
visit www.princeshall.com or call 
01252 329155.

Make sure you book early to avoid 
disappointment!

Lee Mead

David 
Baddiel

Ian Waite and Vincent Simone
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Meet Southwood Country 
Park's new ranger

Wildlife haven is perfect place to relax

Getting her hands dirty is all in a good 
day’s work for the new countryside 
ranger at Southwood Country Park.  

Jenny Sibley will be working alongside 
colleagues at Blackwater Valley Countryside 
Partnership to look after the practical 
management of the park, in partnership 
with the council.  

Jenny said: “I am keen to meet the residents 
who use the park, and volunteers and 
groups who are interested in the site, and I 
am excited to join the enthusiastic team of 
people who look after this area. 

“Southwood Country Park can offer huge 
benefits to wildlife and the local community, 
creating a green linkway between Cove 
Brook, Southwood Woodland and the 
nearby green spaces in Hart and the 
Blackwater Valley path.” 

Jenny has been a ranger with Blackwater 
Valley for six years, managing Southwood 
Woodlands, and working with the 
Southwood Woodland Improvement 
Group.  

The council is also busy working on plans 

To find out how to become involved 
as a volunteer at Southwood 
Country Park, contact Jenny at 
jenny.sibley@hants.gov.uk 

One of the smallest country 
parks in the country – at less 
than eight acres – is also one 
of the most beautiful to visit 
at this time of the year. 

Brickfields Country Park is a 
small, natural park, which was 
reclaimed from the remains 
of a Victorian brickworks and 
clay diggings. It boasts a pond, 
teeming with wildlife and plant 
life, and a peaceful setting to 
clear your head and appreciate 
the wonders of nature.

With the trees in full bloom 
and the new reed bed filling 
out after a massive pond 
regeneration scheme in 
2018/19, now is a great time 
to improve your mental health 
with a walk. Newts have 
returned to the pond this year, 
resplendent in full breeding 

colours, enjoying the explosion 
of aquatic plants and wildlife. 

Volunteer working parties 
are held twice a month to 
maintain the park off Boxalls 
Lane, Aldershot, and an annual 
family summer event is usually 
organised by the Friends of 
Brickfields Country Park.

Mike Hatch, chairman of 
the Friends, said: “A group 
of residents got together in 
1992 to improve the park, and 
maintain it for its users, carrying 
out multiple tasks from clearing 
rubbish to creating new paths. 

“Since then, it has gone from 
strength to strength, and this 
lovely, quiet, petite place to 
relax is also a real wildlife haven 
in the built environment.”

to improve the country park for residents 
and wildlife. This includes opening a 
visitor centre, creating an all-weather 
path network, and naturalising the site by 
recreating floodplain meadow and planting 
copses and hedgerows. We'll tell you more 
in the next edition of Arena.

To find out more, visit www.brickfieldspark.org
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Ward grant helps us to remember Frank   

Pandemic memories of a town
Two Farnborough women 
are appealing for people to 
share their experiences of 
the last year for a special 
book of pandemic memories 
for the town.

Joyce Warrell and Ann Nelson 
are asking for contributions 
from adults and children of all 
ages to make up a memory 
book of the years 2020-2021 
- to show how the people of 
Farnborough coped during the 
coronavirus pandemic.  

Items could include 
photographs, a drawing, a 
poem, a wedding or christening 
card, a painting or a short piece 
of writing.

Topics could include sorrow 
and joy, losses and gains, what 
we missed most, or simply 
experiences from everyday 
life. The book will be called 
‘Farnborough Folk -The Lost 
Years’.

If you would like to make 
a contribution to this book 

please email 
farnboroughmemories@
hotmail.com

All original material can either be 
returned or archived for posterity 
in a special memory chest.

Ann said: “‘What did you do 
in the War Daddy?’ was my 
inspiration to make a record 
of what the ordinary people 
of Farnborough experienced 
during the pandemic years. 

“Our aim is to create a long-
lasting memorial that people 
can share with their children 
and grandchildren when they 
ask what it was like living at 
this time.”

Face masks have 
increased the isolation of 
the hearing impaired.

Filming at Farnborough International 
Exhibition and Conference Centre

The sight and smell of 
bluebells has brought us 
such joy on our walks.Joyce Warrell and Ann Nelson

North Town residents can 
now rest up, sit and chat 
with friends, or just simply 
watch the world going by
on some new memorial 
benches - thanks to much-
loved former councillor, 
Frank Rust.

Frank, our Deputy Mayor 
and a long serving Aldershot 
councillor, passed away during 
the first wave of the coronavirus 
pandemic in March 2020, leaving 
his family devastated and all of us 
at Rushmoor Borough Council 
shocked and saddened.

But now, thanks to a donation 
from our ward grant system 
local people can remember 
Frank while taking time out on 
a new wooden bench on the 
corner of Haig Road/Roberts 
Road and two others in 
Woodland Walk – one of which 
was partly funded by residents' 
association North Lane 
Management Company.

His widow, Carol, said: “Frank 
was a very social person and 
enjoyed nothing better than 
getting out and about meeting 
people and passing the time of 
day with them. The benches are 
an ideal way for people to meet 
and catch up - and I think he 
would have loved that.”

The application for funding was 
put forward by Frank’s fellow 
ward councillors Keith Dibble 
and Gaynor Austin.

If you are a member of a 
community group, applications 
for ward grants will open in July. 
For more information, please 
go to www.rushmoor.gov.uk/
wardgrants

Each ward in the borough has 
£3,000 in grants to award for 
one-off projects, which support 
physical and mental health; 
tackling economic hardship; 
supporting young people; 
connecting communities 
and tackling climate change.

Projects that have already 
benefitted from the ward grant 
system include a new wellbeing 
cycling course in Rowhill, new 
gazebos for Parsonage Farm 
Nursery and Infant School in 
Farnborough and a defibrillator 
at Parity for Disability in Cove.

Back left - clockwise: Cllr Gaynor Austin, Cllr Keith 
Dibble, Carol Rust and Cllr Sarah Spall



Army Golf  Club
Your friendly, local club

Interested in Joining? 
Some reasons why you should

• 18 Hole course, Par 71 & 73 from White & Red 
tees, and a thriving membership within all 
categories

• A friendly club that offers a welcome to all

• Army Golf Club — a 100% private members club

• Junior golf programme 

• Academy for beginners and the experienced 
golfer

• Professional shop offering customised fitting, 
extensive equipment range, high-quality 
clothing, all at competitive prices

We now have only a few 7 day memberships 
available, apply today to ensure unlimited

golf for the remainder of 2021.

For more details, please call 
Richard Lloyd

on 
01252 337272 (opt 5)

email: mansec@armygolfclub.com 
or visit

www.armygolfclub.com

Army Golf Club, Laffans Road, Aldershot, Hampshire. GU11 2HF
01252 337272

www.armygolfclub.com

HAMPSHIRE 
COUNTY

GOLF VENUE

HAMPSHIRE 
LADIES COUNTY 

GOLF VENUE

Interested in Joining?
Some reasons why you should
 18 Hole course, Par 71 & 73 from White & 

Red tees, and a thriving membership within all 
categories

 A friendly club that off ers a welcome to all

 Army Golf Club — a 100% private members club

 Junior golf programme with local schools

 Academy for beginners and the experienced golfer

 Professional shop off ering customised fi tting, 
extensive equipment range, high-quality clothing, 
all at competitive prices



for rental 
or purchase

Apartments

AWARD WINNING FIRST CLASS COMMUNITY FOR THE OVER 55’s - Featuring 1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Apartments

Beaumont Village...

Call us on 01252 346700 or visit

www.beaumontvillage.co.uk

There’s so much more you can look forward to at Beaumont Village
� Beautifully kept grounds set within a secure gated estate of two and a quarter acres, near Farnham
� Independent living
� Beaumont Manager, handy man and house keeping
� A dining room, a well-stocked library, a lounge, a hairdressing salon/chiropody and a laundry
� A host of security features including CCTV
� Care and support should you need it in the future
� Rent to buy (subject to terms and conditions)

� Use of mini bus for weekly shopping trip and much more

Apartments

AWARD WINNING FIRST CLASS COMMUNITY FOR THE OVER 55’s - Featuring 1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Apartments

Beaumont Village...

Call us on 01252 346700 or visit 

www.beaumontvillage.co.uk

There’s so much more you can look forward to at Beaumont Village

AWARD WINNING FIRST CLASS COMMUNITY FOR THE OVER 55’s - Featuring 1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Apartment

Apartments

AWARD WINNING FIRST CLASS COMMUNITY FOR THE OVER 55’s - Featuring 1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Apartments

Beaumont Village...

Call us on 01252 346700 or visit

www.beaumontvillage.co.uk

There’s so much more you can look forward to at Beaumont Village
� Beautifully kept grounds set within a secure gated estate of two and a quarter acres, near Farnham
� Independent living
� Beaumont Manager, handy man and house keeping
� A dining room, a well-stocked library, a lounge, a hairdressing salon/chiropody and a laundry
� A host of security features including CCTV
� Care and support should you need it in the future
� Rent to buy (subject to terms and conditions)

� Use of mini bus for weekly shopping trip and much more

 • Beautifully kept grounds set within a secure gated estate of two and a quarter acres
 • Independent living
 • Beaumont Manager, handy man and house keeping
 • Home cooked meals served in your home or the dining room, well stocked library, lounge and coffee 

areas, hairdressing and laundry service on site
 • A host of security features including CCTV
 • On site care and support 24 hours a day should you need it
 • Rent to buy (subject to terms and conditions)
 • Weekly shopping trips and day trips out in the minibus

An alternative to care and residential, live independently
with care/support that fits YOU.

Retirement  
Apartments
for rental or 

purchase

Covid compliant viewings available


