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See page 7

The first month of food waste
recycling was a huge success for
Bracknell Forest, with residents
recycling a staggering 536 tonnes of
leftover food. That’s roughly two and
a half times the weight of the statue
of liberty!
Once collected, the food waste is
sent to the anaerobic digestion plant
where it breaks down, releasing
biogas. The gas, rich in methane,
is captured and converted into
electricity on site, which is fed to the
National Grid. The amount of food
waste collected between March and
April means that we’ve been able to
produce enough energy to power
over 21,000 houses for a day, or

almost 60 houses for a year.
As well as the large amount of food
waste collected, we have seen a
significant decrease in the amount
of residual waste collected in the
green bins. As a result of the hard
work and enthusiasm residents
have shown towards the service
changes, we’ve been able to prevent
more than 330,000kg Co2e (carbon
dioxide equivalent) from entering the
atmosphere through landfill.
Cllr Mrs Dorothy Hayes MBE,
Executive Member for Environment,
said: “We are absolutely thrilled at
the way residents have embraced
the new food waste service, and
the tonnage collected shows how

needed it was in our borough.
“By separating our recyclable waste
more efficiently, we can now see the
reduction in weight of the green bin
waste.
“Although it’s still early days, this is a
great sign and I can’t thank residents
enough for all they’re doing to help
us recycle better.
“Let’s keep up the good work
and remember to be vigilant with
everything you throw away, always
ask yourself if it can be put to better
use, or can it be recycled?”
There is still time to take part in
food waste recycling! For more
information visit: www.bracknellforest.gov.uk/foodwaste
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With over 35 years’ experience, our highly trained
teams are experts in delivering award winning care.
We have enhanced infection control measures in
place across all care homes protecting those already
living with us, as well as providing a safe and
reassuring welcome to new residents.
If you’re considering care for yourself or a loved one,
discover flexibility and assurance – ask about the
Care UK 28 day guarantee*.
To arrange a virtual tour or one-to-one video chat,
please call 01344 981618 or email
jo.anderson@careuk.com
Experts in award winning care.
Trusted by over 6,500 families.

Rated

9.9

out of 10 on
carehome.co.uk

Bickerton House care home
Warfield Road, Bracknell RG12 2JB
careuk.com/bickerton-house
*Seven days’ written notice required.

DEMENTIA SUITE
NOW OPEN
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Leader’s
welcome

Government roadmap out of COVID-19 lockdown

Step 2: 12 April

Hello and welcome
to the spring edition
of Town & Country.
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As we are on the roadmap out of national
restrictions and spring is in full bloom, I
hope that you had a lovely Easter break,
and are all enjoying and anticipating the
freedoms post lockdown.
While we must be hopeful for the future, in
order for this to be our last lockdown, we
should continue to be vigilant in following
the remaining government restrictions
and advice, and ensure we do not undo
the hard work of our borough and our
communities.
You can find more information on the
current step of the roadmap out of
lockdown on this page. Check: www.gov.
uk/coronavirus for any future changes. You
can also read more about the community
response to COVID-19 in Bracknell Forest
over the past few months on this page.
The summer months will hopefully bring
prosperity to businesses such as shops
and restaurants across the borough, and
I encourage you to support local retailers
which have been closed during the
pandemic. Take a look around The Lexicon
at old and new businesses, which will
undoubtedly need your support for months
to come.
I’d like to say thank you to those who are
working hard on planting spring bulbs
across the borough, I am sure that the
flowers and warmer weather bring a
smile to your faces, as they do to mine. If
restrictions are able to ease as currently
planned, please be sensible in not
overcrowding areas such as beaches or
popular tourist locations.
If you’d like to catch up on council news
and updates in between the printed
editions of Town & Country, we send out
a weekly electronic version called Town &
Country Extra. You can sign up for Town
& Country Extra for free by visiting: bit.ly/
TCExtra.
Cllr Paul Bettison, OBE
Leader of Bracknell Forest Council
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Quick links
Keep these links handy (or bookmarked in your internet browser)
to find everyday and useful information you might need from us.
Community groups, organisations and events in your area https://helpyourself.bracknell-forest.gov.uk
Council tax enquiries - www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/council-tax
Refuse collection dates and recycling www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/bins-and-recycling
Brown bins - www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/bins-and-recycling/garden-waste
Leisure facilities - www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/leisure-services
Jobs - www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/jobs
e+ account - www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/e-plus-card

Find out about self-service accounts:

www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/help/my-account-help

COVID-19 translated resources
@bracknellforestcouncil
@bracknellforest
Bracknell Forest Council
@bracknellforest

Do you know someone whose first language is not English?
If English isn’t your first language, it may be difficult to keep
up with the latest guidance on COVID-19.
We’ve compiled a list of translated information which is
currently available in a number of different languages. This is
being added to as additional translations become available.
If you know someone who might benefit from access to the
latest advice translations, share the link to our webpage
with them. Visit: www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/coronavirusalternative-formats

About Town & Country
Town & Country is published by Bracknell Forest Council.
It is printed on environmentally-friendly paper.
Town & Country is delivered to more than 50,000 households in the borough and is also available
on our website: www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk
A summary of Town & Country can be made available in large print, in Braille or an audio cassette.
Copies in other languages may also be obtained.
Editorial: comms@bracknell-forest.gov.uk
General council enquiries: www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk
Email: customer.services@bracknell-forest.gov.uk

Register for a self-service account: www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/selfservice
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Thank you to our Bracknell Forest schools

After what has been an extremely
turbulent year for everyone, our schools
have risen to the challenge and gone
above and beyond to ensure the safety,
wellbeing and education of our children
and young people is prioritised and
maintained.
Looking back to last year, almost overnight
all schools across the country had to
transform their way of working. For many,
what was once a classroom of 30 children
became a quiet room for Zoom calls and
virtual hand raising.
Whilst many stayed at home, our school
leaders, teaching staff and support staff
worked tirelessly to provide a secure learning
environment for vulnerable children and
those of critical workers. This has continued
throughout the year in line with government
announcements. Schools have been

Ridofranz/iStock/Getty Images Plus via Getty Images

Bracknell Forest Social
Prescribers working to
tackle isolation

To help people suffering from loneliness and
isolation, Bracknell Forest Council has a
specialist team called social prescribers who
can help thoroughly address your needs.
From April to May last year, 2.6 million adults
across Great Britain reported that they ‘often
or always’ felt lonely. With some restrictions

flexible in their approach and have changed
practices as instructed.
Cllr Gareth Barnard, Executive Member for
Children, Young People and Learning, said:
“No words will do justice to the commitment
all our school staff and leaders have shown
over the past year. I am so grateful to
everyone who has provided unwavering
dedication to supporting our children’s
education and wellbeing, during what
has been the most difficult year we’ve all
endured.
“On behalf of the borough I’d like to say
thank you to our school staff for accepting all
the challenges they’ve faced and executing
changes to guidance so quickly and without
hesitation. It shows true dedication and
passion for both your work and the children
and young people you support on a daily
basis.

“All of you are an inspiration not only to
pupils, but to all of us at the council and
across the borough.

still in place, it’s understandable that many
may still be feeling worried. Our social
prescribers can help any Bracknell Forest
resident over the age of 18 who is feeling
lonely, isolated or is struggling to adjust.

“It’s OK to feel overwhelmed, but we want to
help as many residents as we can. No one
should suffer in silence, so please reach out
to us if you feel you could benefit from this
support.

As face-to-face support is not currently
permitted, our team will call you and use
therapeutic approaches, by:

“Our social prescribers are professionals
in their field and trained to deal with
challenging situations and low to moderate
needs. Whether you just need someone to
listen or you want to set goals and improve
your wellbeing, our team will be able to
help.”

•

actively listening and unpicking your
worries

•

offering coping mechanisms

•

offering peer support

•

goal setting and home-based activities

•

signposting to local services

•

giving you access to online resources

Cllr Dale Birch, Chair of the Bracknell Forest
Health and Wellbeing Board and Executive
Member for Health, said: “There’s no
doubt that this year has put a real strain on
the mental health of so many, our social
prescribing team is here to support you if
you’re struggling.

“Thank you for the preparation work that
helped our children and young people return
to school in the safest way possible in March.
Through your communication and care,
pupils were able to be tested and back in the
classroom within a few days.
“I also want to thank the parents who’ve
had to adjust to the ever-changing school
situation. Playing parent, teacher, and now
COVID-19 tester all at the same time is not
easy.
“As we continue through the academic
year, the hard work continues, and we look
forward to a better summer and autumn
term.”

Emma Priestly, social prescriber for
Bracknell Forest, said: “We are currently
working with people from all age groups and
regardless of the situation, we are here to
offer a helping hand.
“Whether that be linking you with a
befriending service, a knitting club, help with
universal credit or ways to increase fitness
and wellbeing, we can work with you to
support your needs.”
It’s quick and easy to get help, you can selfrefer through our website: health.bracknellforest.gov.uk/social-prescription.
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Could you benefit from the
Bracknell Forest Lottery?

Complete the Town &
Country survey for a
chance to win a £50
voucher for The Lexicon!

and it is a very effective way for the local
community to show their support.

Since its launch in November 2019, Bracknell
Forest Lottery has raised over £48,000 for
local good causes. So far, there are 78 local
causes signed up for players to choose
to support, including school PTAs, sports
clubs, community associations, health and
wellbeing organisations, animal welfare
groups, and so many more.

The lottery is an online fundraising solution
created to help local not-for-profit groups
and charities diversify their fundraising in a
fun and effective way. Just 20 ticket sales
secure annual funds (paid monthly) of over
£500 with many raising much more.
If you are a local not for profit organisation
or charity group and would like to sign up
to raise funds through the Bracknell Forest
Lottery, you can sign up for free at: www.
bracknellforestlottery.co.uk/good-causes.

Out of every £1 Bracknell Forest Lottery
ticket purchased, 50p goes directly to the
lottery player’s chosen cause and 10p goes
into the council’s good cause fund, used to
further support the local community.

Each ticket has a one in 50 chance to win
a prize and the draw takes place weekly on
Saturdays at 8pm. The winnings range from
free tickets to cash prizes with the top prize
of £25,000!

Many causes have told us that over the past
12 months their lottery funds have proven to
be their only sustainable source of income,

If you have any questions, email: support@
bracknellforestlottery.co.uk or call 01344
590 321.
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Tell us what you think about Town &
Country and you could win a £50 The
Lexicon voucher!
We want to know what you think about the
publication and how else you receive council
news and updates.
The survey can be completed online at:
bit.ly/towncountrysurvey or you can send
your reply by FREEPOST using the survey
enclosed in this edition of Town & Country
and returning it in envelope provided to
Bracknell Forest Council, Time Square,
Bracknell, Berkshire, RG12 1JD.
The survey will be open until 31 May, 2021.

Care in Your Home Ltd
Personalised support at home
 Personal care

 All staff are intensively trained and police checked

 Medication

 Regular reviews mean we can tailor our service to

 Meal preparation
 Shopping
 Domestic tasks
 Companionship
 Activities recreational or
medical

your requirements, even as they change.
 Covering Bracknell, Binfield, Warfield Park &
Crowthorne areas
 Registered with the Care Quality Commission
 Members of the UK Homecare Association
 We work in conjunction with NHS & local council
professionals

Care In Your Home Ltd
Premier Gate, Easthampstead Road, Bracknell RG12 1JS

T: 01344 567675 E: jobs@ciyh.co.uk

Register for a self-service account: www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/selfservice
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Bracknell Forest Council budget 2021/2022
Our budget proposals, including an agreed level of
council tax for 2021, were approved at the meeting of full
council on Wednesday, 24 February.
Bracknell Forest saw a council
tax increase of 3.49 per cent. This
was below the permitted increase
of 4.99 per cent. This increase
equated to a rise of 91p per week
for a band D council taxpayer.
Like many other local authorities,
an increase in council tax
was needed to help ensure all
frontline services, in particular
those supporting our vulnerable
residents, continue to be
maintained and protected in the
future. The alternative would
have been to cut vital services,
which was simply not an option,
particularly at the current time.

This year, in recognition of the
financial impact of COVID-19
pandemic, the council has been
granted a one-off funding package
by the Government to support
activities that will help residents
and businesses recover from the
impact of the pandemic. Please
see our infographic below, which
shows how this funding will be
used.
Cllr Peter Heydon, Executive
Member for Transformation and
Finance, said: “We understand
an increase in council tax is never
welcomed, and we don’t take the
decision lightly, however, it is often
unavoidable due to the financial

A £150 council tax bill
reduction to protect
the most economically
vulnerable residents,
amounting to an estimated
£500,000 overall.

£150

Support for the local economy,
notably the town centres of Bracknell,
Crowthorne and Sandhurst, recognising
their importance for employment and
general economic recovery (£600,000).

pressures we, like other authorities
in the UK, face each year. This
year we are not increasing council
tax as much as we are permitted
to do and we’re identifying and
supporting those who are on
lowest incomes by providing a
£150 reduction on their council tax
bill.
“Not only does Bracknell Forest
still represent one of the lowest
council tax charges amongst
all unitary authorities, but we
will also have one of the lowest
council tax increases in the
country. Additionally, the one-off
government grant will enable us to
maintain all our services, allowing

us to continue to support our
residents, particularly the most
vulnerable.
“As we head into another financial
year of uncertainty that the
ongoing pandemic brings, we will
continue to manage our finances
well and work within our means
without overspending on budgets.
We will take this considered
approach through forward planning
and sound financial management,
balancing the medium-term
sustainability of the council’s
finances while helping the borough
recover from the COVID-19
pandemic.”

Additional welfare
support for our
most vulnerable
residents
(£300,000).

Support for individuals
experiencing mental
health issues, working
with partners including the
voluntary and community
sector (£250,000).
Creation of a fund
to support climate
change/ carbon
reduction initiatives
(£150,000).
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Countryside and Bracknell Forest
Council are proud to announce their
new joint venture, Bracknell Forest
Cambium Partnership.
Our aim is to support the ongoing
development of Bracknell Forest, building
high quality neighbourhoods that serve
the needs of residents and businesses.
www.cambiumpartnership.com

Care in Your Home Ltd
Become a Care Assistant
Make a real difference to people’s lives

We offer:

Requirements:

 Excellent rates of pay

 Must be reliable, caring & responsible

 Paid mileage

 Full UK driving licence

 Holiday pay

 Use of a reliable vehicle

 Full training & ongoing development

 Resident local to Bracknell Forest

 All uniform and PPE provided

 UK references

Care In Your Home Ltd
Premier Gate, Easthampstead Road, Bracknell RG12 1JS

T: 01344 567675 E: jobs@ciyh.co.uk

Register for a self-service account: www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/selfservice
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Bracknell Forest Council plans for retail recovery
As part of the plan for recovery from the
pandemic, the council has allocated money from
its 2021/22 budget to help encourage economic
recovery across the borough. This will include
support for our local retail centres including
Sandhurst, Crowthorne, smaller shopping parades
in local neighbourhoods, as well as The Lexicon.
A range of events are being planned to enable
residents to enjoy shopping again, as restrictions
continue to be lifted. Events and activities will
take in to account COVID-19 measures like social
distancing, to keep people as safe as possible.
There is no denying that the COVID-19 pandemic
has dramatically affected all high streets across
the country. Inevitably, this will mean a period of
change as town centres adapt.
Despite this, there is excitement across the
borough as businesses reopen and welcome
customers back through their doors. Bracknell
Forest is in a strong position to bounce back
with a range of activities planned to encourage
residents to shop local.

I urge everyone to think local, shop local and
support local. Together we can rebuild and show
the resilience of Bracknell Forest. We are ready
to respond to the challenges presented by the
pandemic.”
For a monthly update on town centre events,
sign up for the town centre events newsletter by
visiting: bit.ly/BFCTownCentreEvents.

Cllr Marc Brunel-Walker, Executive Member for
Economic Development and Regeneration said:
“These are difficult times for town and retail
centres across the country.
“Town centres have suffered but I’m confident we
will bounce back. We have so much to offer, and
with this money we can help revitalise both the
town centres and local shopping areas with offers,
events and incentives for residents.
“As we move into recovery from the pandemic,

Local photographers share their amazing snaps
Public Protection, said: “Our thanks
to everyone who took part in our
competition, and to our judges and
sponsors for their contributions.
“A special well done to our winning
photographers for their excellent
shots, which demonstrated how
residents are staying safe and
inspired during these difficult times.”
The winning and commended
photos can be viewed online on the
Bracknell Forest Council YouTube
channel.

Most original: Busy at home
combining new and old hobbies. By
Ruth Mason.

Winning photo: Stay safe. 2020 a time to reflect. By Wendy Lamb.
At the end of last year, winning
photos were chosen for the
Bracknell Forest photo competition,
which asked local amateur
photographers to share how they
were staying safe and inspired.
A total of 86 imaginative photos were
submitted by 22 photographers to
the competition, which is sponsored
by the Economic Skills and
Development Partnership (ESDP),
Duncan Yeardley Estate Agents and
Bracknell Camera Club.
The top spot and winner of an £80
The Lexicon gift card was Wendy
Lamb from Bracknell for her serene
photo of her daughter Eleanor, out
enjoying the beautiful surroundings
in isolation at Frost Folly open space

in Warfield.
Other prize-winning entries from
talented residents included an
eye-catching and original image
by Ruth Mason of natural arts and
crafts at home; a pertinent image by
Andy Blair of face masks drying on
his washing line, and a photo of an
urban green space in Bracknell by
Ray Hewitt.
The judging team were inspired
looking through the photographic
entries, which provided a fascinating
snapshot of how residents were
safely spending their time at home,
and when out for their daily exercise.
Cllr John Harrison, Executive
Member for Culture, Delivery and

Third place: Southern Industrial. By
Ray Hewitt.

Second place: Masks drying on
the line. By Andy Blair.
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How to choose
care, help and
support for
adults and children safely

The Bracknell Forest Safeguarding Board
wants children and vulnerable adults to be
safe and secure. As a parent, carer or family
member, it’s important that when exploring
care, help and/or support for your loved
ones, you choose carefully.
The board has produced two leaflets, each
with information outlining what you should

expect, and how to identify safe, good
quality services and support. This applies
when choosing childminders, play groups,
sitting services, care homes, cleaners and
community groups for both children and
vulnerable adults.
The adult leaflet makes you aware of what to
expect from care providers to receive good
services. The child leaflet is about keeping
your children safe when choosing activities,
clubs or help so you know how to identify
good quality services and support.
The leaflets contain the contact details of
other organisations who can provide help as
well as further information and advice on the
following areas:
Keeping adults safe
This leaflet provides advice on ensuring
you are making the right decision before
committing to a care service or provider. This
includes asking your chosen organisation
questions about safeguarding training,
policies, relevant experience, insurance and
DBS checks.
Keeping your children safe
It is important for parents, carers and family
members to spot a ‘reg flag’ as these could
be indicators of areas that you might decide
need further investigation. The leaflet outlines
instances to be wary of, including activities
where parents are discouraged from staying

to watch, individuals who show favouritism
and poor communication with parents/carers.
If you have any concerns about your own
safety, the safety of an adult or child, you
must call the Bracknell Forest Council social
care teams on the following numbers:
• For your own safety or the safety of an
adult call: 01344 351500
• For child safety call: 01344 352005
• For urgent queries that are outside of
normal office hours call: 01344 786543
The leaflets will soon be available in coffee
shops, libraries, doctors’ surgeries, schools
and family hubs (formerly children’s centres)
across Bracknell Forest. You can also
download the leaflets by scanning the QR
codes below using your mobile device.
Alternatively, you can download one from
www.bfsb.org.uk.
Scan here to
download the
safeguarding
children leaflet:

Scan here to
download the
vulnerable adult’s
leaflet:

Get up to £2,000 towards
your childcare cost!
Working parents can reduce the cost of childcare
With tax-free Childcare, working parents can get up to £2,000 towards childcare costs.
Parents of a three or four year olds can take advantage of the offer at the same time as
30 hours free childcare, maximising the support available, and could save up to £5,000
a year.
Apply now for funding starting in the summer term. You must have a valid eligibility
code on 31 March to claim 30 hours free childcare in the summer term.
Speak to your childcare provider about claiming a funded place or share your eligibility
code with your childcare provider via the Citizens Portal https://oneservices.bracknellforest.gov.uk/CitizenPortal_LIVE

To find out more and apply
Visit the Childcare Choices website today at www.childcarechoices.gov.uk to apply
for 30 hours free childcare and tax-free childcare. If you need help with the online
application or further information call the Customer Interaction
Centre on 0300 123 4097
For help finding a childcare provider offering funded places visit the
Family Information Service at www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/childrenand-family-services/family-information-service or call 01344 353133

Register for a self-service account: www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/selfservice

Are you eligible for a free
NHS Health Check?
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The devastating
impact of
COVID-19 over
the past year
has undoubtedly
been felt by so
many people
across the globe
and locally,
leaving many
with worsening
mental and physical health conditions.
Whether or not you have gained weight,
your blood pressure has increased
(should ideally be below 140/90) or your
mental health has deteriorated, the good
news is that there is help available for
you.

Did you know that GP surgeries across
Bracknell Forest offer a free NHS Health
Check, every five years, for all registered
patients aged 40-74 without pre-existing
conditions? All you need to do is book an
appointment, if eligible, with your practice
today.
The health checks are designed to spot
early signs of stroke, kidney disease, heart
disease, type 2 diabetes or dementia.
As we get older, we have a higher risk of
developing one of these conditions. An NHS
Health Check helps find ways to lower this
risk.

Once you’ve had your NHS Health Check,
a healthcare professional will discuss your
results with you. You’ll be given advice to
help you lower your risk of a stroke, kidney
disease, heart disease, diabetes or dementia,
and maintain or improve your health.
However, you do not have to wait until then
to make healthy changes as there are free
online resources which can help you, such
as the ‘how are you quiz?’ which can be
accessed by visiting: www.nhs.uk/oneyou/
how-are-you-quiz, or why not try out a health
app or tracker by visiting: www.nhs.uk/appslibrary.

As the number of COVID-19 cases
continue to fall, we work alongside our
colleagues, both in the NHS and local
authority, to provide as much care as
possible for many other conditions.
Therefore, it is important that you do not
delay contacting us if you have an urgent
medical need. Almost all of our services
are back up and running as normal and
are operating within a COVID-19 safe
environment.
Our vaccination programme in Bracknell
and neighbouring areas continues to go
from strength-to-strength, but we still
have many more months ahead of us to
ensure that everyone who is eligible for
the vaccine is protected.
The vaccines have good safety profiles
and offer a high level of protection, so
when it’s your turn and you are invited to
have the vaccine, please make sure you
do. Whilst the first dose of the COVID-19
vaccine should give you good protection
from coronavirus, you will need to have
the two doses of the vaccine to give you
longer lasting protection.
To maintain lower infection rates of
COVID-19 and to keep ourselves and our
loved ones safe, we must continue to
follow national guidelines as now is not
the time to become complacent. Please
remember, hands, face, space and fresh
air.
Dr Martin Kittel, Clinical Lead for
Bracknell Forest

Turn to page 13 for help with your mental health
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Please don’t put off seeking help for symptoms of lung cancer
and NHS England on raising
awareness and on early cancer
diagnosis programmes, wants
to reassure people that they are
not a burden on the NHS by
coming forward and nor should
they fear entering a medical
setting due to COVID-19.

A leading cancer clinician, who
is also a local GP in Bracknell,
has taken to camera to back
national calls for people not
to put off seeking help for
symptoms of lung cancer amidst
fears of COVID-19.
Dr Anant Sachdev – a GP at
Ringmead Medical Practice and

the Primary Care lead for the
Thames Valley Cancer Alliance –
talks about the need for people
to seek medical advice at their
earliest opportunity if they have
any symptoms that could be
linked to lung cancer.
Dr Sachdev, who has worked
with national cancer charities

Anant said: “During the
coronavirus pandemic, there
has been a significant reduction
in the number of people being
seen with symptoms that could
possibly be lung cancer, due to
patients thinking they may have
COVID-19 instead, or worries
that they may catch the virus.
“This is quite concerning as
early diagnosis of lung disease
is important, in order to have
effective treatment. Late stage
diagnosis means advanced
cancer and treatment options

will be limited.
“We are therefore very, very
keen to see you, if you have
any symptoms that might be
consistent with lung cancer.”
Symptoms of lung cancer can
include a cough that has been
going on for longer than three
weeks, a cough from which
you bring up any blood, chest
pain, hoarseness, worsening
of breathlessness and any
unexplained weight or appetite
loss.
Lung cancer is the third most
common cancer in England with
around 5,752 people in South
East England being diagnosed
each year. Finding lung cancer
early, like other cancers, makes
it more treatable. To view the
video, visit: https://youtu.be/
wKKLZckiJC0

Healthier Together: New website for parents and carers of children
When children become ill, it can be
difficult for parents and carers to
always know the best way to care
for them, particularly if they are very
young and can’t tell you exactly
what is wrong.
To support local parents and
carers, Frimley Health and Care,
in partnership with FRANK, have
created a new website: https://
frimley-healthiertogether.nhs.
uk/, to help them manage a range
of common childhood illnesses
themselves.
The site provides information to
help recognise what might be
wrong, what to do to help a child
whilst at home, and where to go for
more help if they do need to see a
healthcare professional.
In most cases, childhood illnesses
can be managed at home with overthe-counter medication and rest.
Dr Alexandra Streeter De Diego,

Clinical Lead Frimley Healthier
Together 0-18, said: “We know that
parents and carers often face the
predicament of managing minor
illness in their children. When to
seek medical advice? When to try
over the counter or home remedies?
Do they need antibiotics?
“At a time when you are worried
and unsure of what to do, everyone
needs fast, up-to-date, expert
advice and reassurance from a
trusted source and this website is
an excellent place to start. It gives
parents and carers the information
they need to be able to care for
minor illnesses and help with any
concerns they may have about their
child’s health and wellbeing.
She continued: “It gives ‘red flags’
of worrying features that need
urgent medical review. This way
parents and carers can be reassured
they are taking appropriate action

at home and know when they need
more specialist help.
“We hope it will keep more
children at home but will allow the
sickest children to be seen by the
appropriate specialist more quickly.”
The website has been designed by
local and national paediatric experts

and based on trusted national
guidelines. It shares information
that health professionals can use
and brings together other reliable
health information tools that
parents may already be familiar
with, such as NHS Choices and
whenshouldIworry.com.

Don't let falls get you down

For more information on strength and balance exercises
and local falls prevention services, visit:
www.frimleyhealthandcare.org.uk/preventingfalls

Register for a self-service account: www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/selfservice
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Do you need help with your mental health?
Adults
•

•

•

If you are over 18 and need urgent
support call NHS on 111 who will direct
you accordingly.
Call Gateway on 0300 3652000 to
access support ranging from wellbeing
to crisis (includes Wellbeing support,
Talking Therapies, Community Mental
Health Team and Crisis) or self-refer to
talking therapies https://talkingtherapies.
berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk/gettingsupport/sign-up-to-talking-therapies/
Call Friends in Need, a service providing
peer support and group activities for
those with mental health conditions and/
or loneliness.

Help is available on Mondays via:

Children & Young People

Email Kara Hale on: kara.hale@bucksmind.
org.uk or call 07914669430.

Aged between 11-19 years old?

Help is available on Tuesdays, Wednesdays
and Thursdays via:

Visit: www.kooth.com for free, anonymous
and confidential online counselling and
emotional wellbeing support service.

Email Elouise Griffin on: Elouise.griffin@
bucksmind.org.uk or call 07949 393434.

•

•

Dementia Care Advisors: Call 01344
823220.

•

Access instant online counselling via:
https://forms.berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk/
TalkingTherapies/OnlineTherapy.aspx

Information to support children
and young people can be found at:
www.frimleyccg.nhs.uk

For more information to stay well, visit the following links
www.frimleyhealthandcare.org.uk/living-here/helping-you-to-stay-well/
www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/

Prostock-Studio/iStock/Getty Images Plus via Getty Images

If so, here is a list of FREE services across Bracknell Forest which can help you

a new continuous cough

loss of taste or smell

• queries about medication
dosage, type or suitability plus
urgent requests

• sore throat (but if for two
weeks or more contact
your GP)

• repeat prescriptions

Available 24 hours a day, every day.
If needed, an NHS advisor will help
you to be seen quickly and safely.

• if you need advice or reassurance
about what to do

• if you don’t have a GP to call or if
your GP practice is closed

• To report a deteriorating chronic
condition
Please continue to use usual
routes, including online patient
access, to order repeat
prescriptions. If you do not have
access to the internet, you can
continue to phone your surgery

• To report urgent conditions that
are not life threatening

If you are unsure, call NHS 111
or go on-line at 111.nhs.uk

• Get help for a condition that has
not improved after seeking help
from your pharmacy or NHS 111

• if you think you need to go to
hospital
• if you don’t know the most
suitable place to go or call

Only for very serious or
life-threatening situations

Emergency
department
or call 999

Visit your GP surgery website
and click on eConsult to

GP surgery

When the situation is not
life threatening

Visit 111.nhs.uk
or call NHS 111

Not sure what to do when your child is unwell? If you are worried about a child, visit
the Frimley Healthier Together website: www.frimley-healthiertogether.nhs.uk

For more information visit
www.frimleyhealthandcare.org.uk

You can also text Shout 85258. Shout is a free, confidential, 24/7 text messaging support service for anyone who is struggling to cope.

If you’ve injured yourself, taken an overdose or are in an emergency and believe that your life is at risk, please dial 999.
www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters provides NHS-approved expert advice and practical tips to help you look after your mental health and wellbeing.

For urgent help for your mental health, use the NHS 111 online service, or call 111 if you are unable to get help online.

For self care advice, visit
www.frimleyhealthandcare.
org.uk and search 'stay well'

For health advice, visit
www.nhs.uk

• medication related to hospital
discharge

• minor illnesses and ailments

• pain or headache

• upset tummy

Pharmacists are qualified
healthcare professionals, who
can offer clinical advice and
over-the-counter medicines.
Ask for help with:

Pharmacist

Be prepared to care for
yourself with a well-stocked
medicine cabinet and plenty
of rest

Care at
home

someone in your household or support bubble tests positive, or you have been contacted by NHS track and trace, you must isolate for 10 days even if you test negative, as you
could still develop symptoms. You can find out how to get a test by visiting the NHS website: www.nhs.uk/coronavirus

You MUST NOT leave your home other than to get tested. Stay self-isolating until you get your result. You can find more information at www.gov.uk/coronavirus If

a high temperature - that is above 37.8C

Remember - if you, anyone you live with or members of your support bubble have any of the following symptoms:

Register for a self-service account: www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/selfservice

✃

Know where to go when feeling unwell
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Rapid testing in Bracknell Forest
Around one in three people with COVID-19
have no symptoms. By having regular
asymptomatic testing, people are able to help
stop the spread of the virus.
Bracknell Forest has six rapid test centres
including the town centre site at One
Lexicon (previously Highview House). These
sites enable all adults to have free regular
asymptomatic lateral flow testing.
Other sites offering rapid testing are at:
• Sandhurst Memorial Hall, Sandhurst
• Great Hollands Pavilion, Bracknell
• Brownlow Hall, Warfield
• The Morgan Centre, Crowthorne
• New Priestwood Community Centre,
Bracknell.
People can attend the centre during opening
hours or book an appointment via the rapid
testing page on the council’s website or by
phoning 01344 352000. People with pre-

booked appointments will receive priority. If
you arrive without a pre-booked appointment,
you may be asked to wait at a safe distance
until there is availability. The centres offer a
variety of opening hours to fit around work
and shift patterns and people can visit the
site that is most convenient for either their
home or place of work.
Rapid testing helps identify those who have
the virus without symptoms, meaning positive
cases can isolate immediately, breaking
chains of transmission. Testing should be
done twice a week with a three to four-day
gap between tests.
Charlotte Pavitt, public health consultant at
Bracknell Forest Council, said: “Identifying
people who have the virus without any
symptoms is key to stopping the spread.
These people can, unknowingly, be spreading
the virus to loved ones and colleagues. As
we see restrictions change, regular testing
can really help to stop outbreaks and allow
us to keep the rates of infection low. We

encourage everyone to take up the offer of
these free rapid tests; they are quick and
easy to carry out either in a testing site or in
your own home. This really is the way to drive
down the spread.”
The test used is called a Lateral Flow Test
(LFT) and it delivers the results within around
30 minutes. If tested positive, it is imperative
that you and your close contacts isolate at
home immediately and book a PCR test at
GOV.UK or by calling 119. You must not go
to work, school, or public areas and must not
use public transport or taxis. There is support
available for those who have to self-isolate,
information on the support available can
be found at www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/
coronavirus-support.
If people have symptoms, they must not
attend a rapid test site and should isolate
and book a PCR test at GOV.UK or by
calling 119.

Community and Pharmacy Collect

The rapid test centres in
Bracknell Forest also offer a
community collect service for
home kits alongside the current
rapid test service.
While pupils and staff at
secondary schools and colleges
are being provided with twice
weekly test kits by their schools
or colleges, all adults are required
to make their own arrangements
to access these kits. Households
can now pick up their supplies
from these local centres.
There are four ways you can have
regular testing within Bracknell

Forest.
• from your employer if they are
providing regular testing
• by having a test at a rapid
test centre
• by collecting your supply of
home tests from a community
and pharmacy collect centre
• if you are unable to attend
one of the sites, by ordering
home test kits from GOV.UK
Opening times for each centre
can be found at: www.bracknellforest.gov.uk/rapid-testing.
The tests are simple to do.
Individuals are encouraged to

undertake one supervised test
at one of the rapid test centres,
where trained staff are on hand
to offer advice and guidance, and
will then be able to take a supply
of tests with them to continue to
test at home.
Asymptomatic tests should be
carried out twice weekly, with a
three to four-day gap between
tests.
If you have symptoms or have
tested positive, it is essential
that you and your close contacts
isolate at home immediately. You
must not go to work, school,
or public areas and must not
use public transport or taxis.
You must book a PCR test at
GOV.UK or by calling 119. You
must not attend a rapid test site
and should isolate and book a
PCR test. Rapid LFT tests are
not suitable for use if you have
symptoms. If you have symptoms
you should book a PCR test at
GOV.UK or by calling 119 and
not use the LFT test.
More information, including a
video of how to carry out home
testing, can be found on the rapid
testing page of the Bracknell
Forest Council website.
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Census 2021 - Have you had your voice heard?
Census 2021 is now drawing to a close
across Bracknell Forest, with census day
having taken place on Sunday, 21 March.
Residents should have received a letter with
their access code explaining how to complete
the online survey, with many of us completing
the questionnaire on laptops, phones and
computers. Paper copies were and still are
available upon request. This is very much a
final call if you haven’t already completed the
survey. It takes just 10 minutes per person
and by taking part you help inform decisions
about the services you and your community
need, like doctors’ surgeries and new
schools.
Jeremy May, Census Engagement Manager
from the ONS, said: “The census gives us the
most accurate estimate of all the people and
households in England and Wales, and it’s a
once-in-a-decade chance to have your voice
heard and help inform the future of Bracknell
Forest.
‘If you don’t have access to a computer
or need assistance completing your
questionnaire, help is available at the Census
Support Centres in Bracknell and Crowthorne

libraries and Bracknell Open Learning
Centre.”
Filling out your census is a legal requirement,
and if you have not yet completed the survey
you are liable for a £1,000 fine.

If you can’t find your access code, would
prefer to complete a paper questionnaire or
need help, call the freephone census contact
centre straight away on 0800 141 2021,
or visit: https://census.gov.uk/ for further
guidance.

School
Governors are

people like

,

Could you help keep them local?
Bracknell Forest fostering is seeking people who can
provide a safe and caring home for local children.
Do you have the following?
• a spare bedroom
• some experience of caring for, parenting or working with children
• good general health
• time to devote to a child
• a caring and empathetic nature
If the answer is “yes” why not consider helping change children’s lives?
Following a six-month assessment process and approval, we offer:
• up to £475 per week, per child fostered
• choice of placements from a few days to long-term
• support from an experienced supervising social worker
• specialist training and 24 hour telephone support
• free use local attractions such as Coral Reef and leisure centres
For more details, please complete our online enquiry form at
www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/fostering
Follow us on Facebook www.facebook.co.uk/BFFostering

you

Interested in influencing the
future of young people?
Want to use your skills and
develop new ones?
Email: governors.helpdesk@bracknell-forest.gov.uk
www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schoolgovernors

Register for a self-service account: www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/selfservice
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Final stages for the new Bracknell Forest Local Plan
Around 3,700 homes (including affordable homes)
are planned across 20 new sites, including some
that will involve a mix of uses. It is planned to
focus development on Bracknell town centre and
land at Jealott’s Hill.

Consultation is currently taking place on the final
version of the borough’s Local Plan prior to its
formal submission to the Secretary of State for
examination. Any comments received by 11 May
will be considered by the independent inspector
appointed to undertake the examination.
The document sets out the council’s long-term
vision for how and where development will take
place in the borough over the next 17 years. It
also includes the policies that will be used to
assess planning applications during this period.
After considering the comments made on
previous local plan consultations, many changes
have been made to the content of the final version
of the plan. The plan has also been changed to
take account of changes in national legislation,
planning policy and guidance.

to help explain planning requirements.
The Pre-Submission Local Plan, including the
form for making your comments (which this time
must be based on the legal compliance and
soundness of the Local Plan), can be viewed
via: https://consult.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/kse/
event/36138. Further information can be viewed
at: www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/draft-bracknellforest-local-plan

There are a number of brownfield sites in the town
centre where redevelopment will help continue the
transformation of the town centre into an exciting,
vibrant destination. One of these sites is the Peel
Centre/The Point which offers the opportunity for
a residential led scheme with some commercial
development, including retaining a supermarket.
The Garden Village at Jealotts Hill remains part
of the plan. Following further review and testing
and in light of comments made on the previous
consultation, the proposed residential component
has been scaled back to 2,000 homes. There
will also be a neighbourhood centre, primary
school and a new Science and Innovation
Park accommodating businesses linked to the
advancement of agricultural technology.
The existing occupier of the site, Syngenta, would
retain a key presence and be assisted further in
developing its globally recognised research. The
settlement would be surrounded by large amounts
of high quality, publicly accessible greenspace
that would include sports pitches, play areas and
country parks.

Cllr Chris Turrell, Executive Member for Planning
and Transport, said:
“We have now reached a really important stage
in finalising the council’s Local Plan that sets out
the approach to where new housing and other
development will be located over the next 17
years.”

Other policies have been expanded and clarified

FORESTCARE

Emergency response telecare service 365 days a year

Based in central Bracknell, Forestcare provides a range of community-based response services including,
the installation and monitoring of telecare equipment, emergency homecare and care calls
•
•
•
•
•

Forestcare can provide personalised solutions using assistive
technology which can allow individuals to live independently at
home
A standard telecare package consists of either a lifeline alarm
& pendant (monitored at Forestcare) or a Care Assist device
(monitored in the home)
A mobile alternative to a lifeline alarm is the Pocket Pal, a
personal GPS location device
Assistive technology can be used as a cost-effective
alternative to having a (live-in) carer on-site
A range of sensors are also available which can be customised
into a package, based on the needs of the individual

•
•
•

Our Responder Service provides
emergency personal home care
24 hours a day
Once installed, a telecare package can give both the user and
their loved ones the reassurance that help is at hand, 24 hours
a day, 7 days a week
We can provide short information sessions to local groups
and are happy to attend meetings to give a presentation on
Forestcare and its services. Individuals are also welcomed to
contact us directly for a conversation to find out more and how
we might be able to help

For more information on these & other services please contact us on:

T: 01344 786599

E: Forestcare.enquiries@bracknell-forest.gov.uk
W: www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/forestcare

Helping you stay safe and secure

SOS
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Nurture

Opportunity

Open Morning
Friday 21st May

Growth

Yateley Manor

Come and visit our
family school

01252 405500

www.yateleymanor.com

registrar@yateleymanor.com

Need help with
your accounts?

Accounting Services

Web Design & Digital
Transformation across Web & App
Your local web design, content strategy, digital

marketing & analytics, omni-channel development,
social media and photography agency

www.lvl-7.com | enquiries@lvl-7.com | 0800 4480 489

 Book-keeping
 VAT Returns
 Invoicing

 CIS Processing
 Payroll
 Self Assessment

Give us a call today.
It could take a lot off your mind
Tel:

01344 860140

Website: www.marleycroft.co.uk
Email: lyn@marleycroft.co.uk
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A message from the Mayor of Bracknell Forest
It is a huge honour to be the current Mayor
of the borough of Bracknell Forest, and one
of the most pleasurable parts of my role is
to meet residents and organisations. This is
an opportunity for me to say thank you for
the amazing and selfless work that you do to
help your neighbours and local communities.
The challenges of COVID-19 have impacted
each and every one of us, as it has not
been possible to carry out the usual civic
engagements. I am pleased to have this
opportunity to assure you that the Mayor’s
office is still open for business, and we are
keen to meet you and participate in any
events and meetings you are running virtually.
If you’re interested in arranging anything from
a Zoom catch up with neighbours to a group
quiz or other activity to AGMs, please email
me at: mayor@bracknell-forest.gov.uk with
your ideas.
Depending on any COVID-19 restrictions
which may be in place, we would also like
to hear about any ‘live’ activities you may be
planning. A member of the civic team would

be delighted to join you. Please visit: www.
bracknell-forest.gov.uk/mayor-events and
fill in the simple form. We look forward to
meeting and spending time with you!
In June I will be running an online auction in
support of my two amazing military charities:
Soldiers Sailors Airmen and Families
Association (SSAFA) and British Forces
Foundation (BFF). Undoubtedly and, as
always, service personnel have been crucial
in helping in the fight against COVID-19.
From testing to building Nightingale hospitals,
our military men and women have worked
tirelessly putting country and communities
before themselves.
Pledging an item for the online auction, or
bidding for something, is an excellent way
to say thank you and recognise the debt we
owe to our extended Forces families. If you
are a business or an individual, please do get
involved and help support SSAFA and BFF.
Please email: mayor@bracknell-forest.gov.uk
and type ‘Auction Pledge’ in the subject line.
We will be in touch to take you through the

Thames Valley Police and Crime
Commissioner elections
The election for the Thames
Valley Police and Crime
Commissioner will take place on
Thursday, 6 May 2021.
Election day this year will look
different to previous years, as
we introduce extra precautions
to ensure your polling station is
COVID-19 secure.
The measures we’re putting in
place include:
• Screens and appropriate PPE
for staff
• Hand sanitiser for voters
as you enter and exit the
building
• Restrictions on the number of
people allowed in the polling
station at any one time
Please bring your own pen
or pencil to mark your ballot
paper and remember to wear a
face covering inside the polling
station, unless you are exempt.
Timothy Wheadon, Bracknell
Forest Council’s Chief Executive
and Local Returning Officer, said:
“Voting is a fundamental right

and the Government has decided
to go ahead with elections this
year. We want to make sure that
all voters in Bracknell Forest feel
comfortable casting their vote,
no matter how they choose to do
so.
“We want to reassure voters
that polling stations will be as
safe as possible for electors
and, of course, for the staff
running them. The deadline for
normal postal and proxy vote
applications has now passed,
however, for this election the
Government has made changes
to those who can apply for
an emergency proxy vote if
feeling unwell in the lead up
to the election. If you display
any coronavirus symptoms,
please don’t attend your polling
station and contact the electoral
services team who can help
arrange an emergency proxy.”
Voters can contact the electoral
services team by emailing:
voting@bracknell-forest.gov.uk.

process.
More information on how to bid at the auction
will be available soon, but please email:
mayor@bracknell-forest.gov.uk with the
subject line ‘Attend Online Auction’, and we
will make sure you have everything you need
to enjoy the online auction experience.
Thank you to everyone for all you do, and
continue to do,
in supporting
and playing
a part in your
communities.
Bracknell Forest
is a borough
with a very big
heart and I am
proud to call it
home!
The Mayor
of Bracknell
Forest, Cllr Ms
Ash Merry

Bracknell Forest Family Services
Directory and SEND Local Offer

“Providing free, impartial
information & advice about
all family matters and Special
Educational Needs and
Disabilities (SEND)...”
• SEND information all in one place - How to access services and
support including Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs)
• Education, childcare and early years funding
• Leisure and holiday activities
• Advice and support services
• Help for those struggling to find childcare
• Parenting courses
• Childminding qualification and training

Family Information Service
fis@bracknell-forest.gov.uk
01344 353133
www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/localdirectory
Where can I get help
with an EHCP?

Where is my nearest
baby clinic?

I’m struggling with my
child’s behaviour – where
can I get help?

How do I apply for
free 30 hour childcare
funding?
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Community Learning at Bracknell
Open Learning Centre

Adult learning for
summer 2021: courses
for employment,
enjoyment, keeping
up-to-date and
keeping in shape

To book a course:
Online: www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/community-learning
Phone: 01344 354220
Email: community.learning@bracknell-forest.gov.uk
By post: Bracknell Open Learning Centre, Rectory Lane, Bracknell, RG12 7GR

www.facebook.com/bracknelladultlearning

Register for a self-service account: www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/selfservice
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Forestcare has been here to help throughout the pandemic

Despite the challenges the
pandemic has presented in the
last year, Forestcare, Bracknell
Forest Council’s 24-hour
emergency response call centre,
has continued to provide its
range of services to the wider
community.
This includes booking
appointments for the installation
of telecare in people’s homes.
Assistive technology, such
as lifeline alarms and related
sensors, have become even more
important at this time to ensure

people are safe and secure at
home, especially if they live
alone.
When installing equipment in
people’s homes, our assessment
and advice officers have
worn PPE and followed strict
COVID-19 guidelines as outlined
by both the council and central
government.
Some of our customers are
signed-up to our Responder
Service – provision of emergency
personal care. We have also
continued to provide this service,

ensuring individuals receive
appropriate care as and when it’s
required.
Our team of emergency response
officers have continued to work
from the control centre during
the past 12 months, taking calls
24 hours a day. To both restrict
the impact of coronavirus on
the service and to ensure the
team can continue to effectively
respond to our customers’
needs, we have changed the way
we work.
The team has been split into
different working bubbles
and shift patterns have been
reviewed and changed to meet
the demands of the service,
but also the wellbeing of the
team. This new working regime
has meant that individuals in
different bubbles have not seen
some colleagues face-to-face for
many months! Initially a strange
situation, but one which the
staff have adapted to over time.
We have also utilised our office
space more effectively to ensure
the team has a safer working
environment.
Some Forestcare staff, like others
across all departments, have had
to shield during the pandemic.

The council has provided
technology, such as laptops,
which have enabled these
individuals to continue working
from home.
Due to the fluctuating demands
on Forestcare services over the
course of the past year, we have
also been able to utilise staff from
other areas within the council,
such as the ranger team, to
provide additional resources at
extremely busy times.
Forestcare has also been
instrumental in the distribution
of PPE to colleagues across the
wider council. This has involved
Forestcare taking orders for PPE,
putting packs together, which are
then collected and ready for use.
Despite all the hurdles that the
pandemic has thrown up over
the course of the last year,
Forestcare has adapted and
continued to provide an essential
service for residents in the
borough.
Find out more about the services
Forestcare offers at: www.
bracknell-forest.gov.uk/healthand-social-care/forestcare.

EU Settlement Scheme deadline is approaching
With less than 80 days until the
EU Settlement Scheme deadline,
EU citizens living in Bracknell
Forest are being reminded that
they must apply now to continue
living and working in the UK.
The EU Settlement Scheme
allows you and your family
members to get the immigration
status you need to continue to
be eligible for public services,
such as healthcare and schools,
public funds and pensions, as
well as British citizenship, if you
meet the requirements and want
to apply.
Find more information on the EU
Settlement Scheme at: www.gov.
uk/settled-status-eu-citizensfamilies.
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Please don’t litter
our beautiful
borough
During the COVID-19 pandemic our parks
and open spaces have been important places
for residents to visit for their essential daily
fresh air and exercise. It’s sad and frustrating
to see a small minority of people think it’s
acceptable to trash local green spaces by
dropping their litter.
There’s no excuse for littering, which is an
offence and has a negative impact on our
environment. It costs thousands of pounds to
clear up and can really affect how enjoyable a
visit to the park will be. It must stop now. We
all have a duty to protect our outdoor spaces,
not just for the people who visit, but for the
wildlife that lives there.
We’ve been working to tackle the problem via
a variety of means. The council’s contractor
routinely clears litter every day in areas that
tend to get badly littered. They undertake
reactive litter picking as requested where
there is a significant litter issue. Our parks
staff and contractors issued a video last
summer to ‘protect local parks’, which
includes messaging around taking your litter

home if the bins are full. We’ve installed antilittering posters in parks, CCTV is in place in
problem spots, and we’ve been working with
local police and community groups to explore
ways in which we can further prevent littering.
We’re grateful to residents who continue to
look after their local parks by taking their
litter home, or using the bins provided. An
extra big thanks to our amazing volunteers
who’ve been conducting litter picks during
their daily exercise. Parents can also help by
encouraging their children to take their litter
home with them.
Please keep up the good work to follow the
current COVID-19 restrictions, to stay safe
and protect our borough.
Reports of littering and illegal fly-tipped
rubbish on council owned or managed land

can be made at: www.bracknell-forest.gov.
uk/street-cleaning.
Information about antisocial behaviour and
how to report is available at: www.bracknellforest.gov.uk/crime-and-emergencies/crimeand-community-safety/antisocial-behaviour.

If your property is in a square or block,
please do not present your food caddy
at the bin collection point.

Your food waste caddy should be
left at the edge of your property
boundary for collection.
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The passing of HRH Prince Philip,
The Duke of Edinburgh

Bracknell Forest
Council meetings
Spring/Summer 2021

We were sad to learn of the passing of HRH
Prince Philip, The Duke of Edinburgh earlier
this month.

APRIL
Wed 7 7.30pm
		
Wed 21 7.30pm
Thu 22 7.30pm
Tue 27 5.00pm

As a mark of respect, our Time Square
office lowered its flag to half-mast for the
duration of the national period of mourning,
and councillors wore a black armband in
honour of HRH, The Duke of Edinburgh.
In line with the wishes of the Royal
Household and due to government
restrictions, some civic duties, such as
local books of condolence and places for
floral tributes, were not possible. Instead,
members of the public were invited to pay
their respects via an online book of condolence or by making a charitable donation.
Like many residents, many of our colleagues and councillors respectfully joined the nation
in a minute’s silence from their own homes prior to HRH The Duke of Edinburgh’s funeral
starting on Saturday, 17 April.
A number of council teams worked together to quickly keep residents informed of local
tributes and national arrangements, with a dedicated Royal tributes page on the council’s
website and messages communicated via social media and resident e-newsletters.
Additionally, our highways team supported The Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead
and worked closely with Thames Valley Police to ensure routes between Bracknell and
Windsor were managed appropriately.

Changes to services at the Urgent
Care Centre at Brants Bridge
Residents should note that
access to the Urgent Care
Centre at Brants Bridge is now
by appointment only.
This change is to help you get the best and
most immediate service should you have an
urgent health care need.
Rather than get to the Urgent Care Centre
and be directed elsewhere, you now need to
call either your GP or the improved NHS 111
First service and they will direct you to the
most appropriate and quickest place for you
to get treatment.

NHS 111 First, is available 24 hours a day,
seven days a week to you, via 111.nhs.uk,
or by calling 111.
The Urgent Care Centre at Brants Bridge
will no longer be available without an
appointment; walk in services are no longer
available.
Please share this important information with
your family and friends.
For more information about how to access
the different types of local services available
to you, please visit www.frimleyccg.nhs.uk/
local-services
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Following this announcement on Friday,
9 April, our civic duties began with the
publication of a message of condolence
from The Mayor of the Borough of Bracknell
Forest, Cllr Ms Ash Merry. Further tributes
followed from the Leader of Bracknell
Forest Council, Cllr Paul Bettison OBE and
Chief Executive, Timothy Wheadon.

Overview & Scrutiny 		
Commission		
Council
Planning Committee
Executive

MAY
Wed 19 7.30pm Council
Thu 20 7.30pm Planning Committee
Mon 24 5:30pm Bracknell Town Centre
		
Regeneration 			
		 Committee
Wed 26 7.30pm Overview & Scrutiny 		
		 Commission
JUNE
Tue 1
5.00pm Executive
Tue 15 5.00pm Corporate Parenting 		
		
Advocacy Panel
Thu 17 7.30pm Planning Committee
Wed 23 7.30pm Governance & Audit 		
		 Committee
Thu 24 7:30pm Licensing & Safety 		
		 Committee
JULY
Thu 8
7.30pm Overview & Scrutiny 		
		 Commission
Mon 12 5:30pm Bracknell Town Centre
		
Regeneration 			
		 Committee
Wed 14 7.30pm Council
Thu 15 7.30pm Planning Committee
Tue 20 5.00pm Executive
AUGUST
Thu 19 7.30pm

Planning Committee

SEPTEMBER
Thu 9
7.30pm Overview & Scrutiny 		
		 Commission
Mon 13 5:30pm Bracknell Town Centre
		
Regeneration 			
		 Committee
Tue 14 5.00pm Corporate Parenting 		
		
Advocacy Panel
Wed 15 7.30pm Council
Thu 16 7.30pm Planning Committee
Tue 21 5.00pm Executive
Wed 22 7.30pm Governance & Audit 		
		 Committee

Details correct at time
of going to press.
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You can boil
a kettle with
food waste.
It only works if you recycle it.
Your food waste is sent to the
anaerobic
digestion
plant
where it breaks down, releasing
biogas. The gas, rich in methane
is captured and converted into
electricity on site, which is fed
to the National Grid.

A caddy full of food waste can generate enough electricity
to boil 9 kettles ready to make your favourite drink.

Be a part of this powerful process.
Start recycling your food waste now.
More information at: www.re3.org.uk
@re3recycling

@re3recycling

@re3recycling

