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Does your
child cope
at school?

Do you use
CAMHS services
successfully?

The independent voice of families of children
with special Educational Needs & Disabilities,
representing their experiences to improve lives

Do you feel
supported by
Social Care?

Come and meet us at our FREE Drop-in/Kids Craft session,
on Sunday 29th March, 2 – 4pm, at Wokingham Masonic Centre,
7 Reading Road, Wokingham RG41 1EG
Do you use
Short Breaks?

What do we do?

We give a voice to families, who like ours, have a child or young person aged
0-25 years who has any Special Educational Need or Disability (SEND). We work in
partnership with education, health, social care and other service providers to make
sure the services they commission, plan and deliver meet the needs of children and
young people with SEND in the Wokingham Borough. We represent their experiences,
views and priorities.

We listen to our members through:
Events
Training courses
Do you have any
issues with School
Transport?

Consultations and surveys

Are you able to
obtain disability
equipment for your
child?

Information sharing

Join us, and find out more
Membership is FREE. To become a member of SEND Voices Wokingham email your
contact details to info@sendvoiceswokingham.org.uk with your contact details. You can
also find details of how to join on our website www.sendvoiceswokingham.org.uk or
you can contact us through Facebook.

Social icon

Square
Only use blue and/or white.
For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.

www.sendvoiceswokingham.org.uk | info@sendvoiceswokingham.org.uk

www.twitter.com/WokinghamBC

Keeping in touch
with us
www.wokingham.gov.uk
customerservice@wokingham.gov.uk
(0118) 974 6000
/wokinghamboroughcouncil
/wokinghamboroughcouncil
@WokinghamBC
/WokinghamBC
Visit us:
Monday to Friday between 8.30am and 5pm
Write to us:
Wokingham Borough Council, Civic Offices,
Shute End, Wokingham RG40 1BN
Find out more information by:
Email and text updates – register at:
www.wokingham.gov.uk/signup

Also in this issue...
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Welcome
Wokingham Borough is one
of the most desirable places
to live. We’re an ambitious,
innovative council striving to
make our residents more safe,
more secure, and happier.
We’re trying to improve the
quality of the lives of all of you
who live and work in the Borough.
I’m encouraging our staff to be
outward facing and groundbreaking in everything they do;
their can-do response has been
overwhelming.

the police or the health service;
consequently we’re designing
our neighbourhood teams to
ensure we address issues such
as loneliness, the provision of
primary care, nuisance, antisocial behaviour and other things
worrying you.

During the past few months we’ve
achieved some remarkable things,
many of which have been reported
in this magazine. We’ve just
published our Local Plan update
(page 9) protecting our precious
countryside and the vast majority
of the Borough from development
until the mid 2050s. Our climate
emergency programme (page 10)
is bold but comprehensive within
the limits of what we can achieve
as a Borough.

Our budget for this year has a
strong focus on looking after
vulnerable adults and children
(pages 13 and 19). We’ve been
a successful council balancing
our budget for the past 17 years
(pages 16 and 17), maintaining
those services you want and need
while other local authorities are
losing theirs.

Congestion is one of your most
common and frequently reported
concerns; we’re taking action
to combat this (page 18) while
cutting our carbon footprint in the
process.

16-17

Budget Breakdown

We’re conscious we’ve had to
replace services which have
historically been the purview of

23

Our Interns
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Keep up to date with our latest
news, videos and photos at:
http://news.wokingham.gov.uk.
Or catch us on our social media
channels; their addresses are at
the top left hand side of this page.
If you have any questions or
comments, please do email me at:
john.halsall@wokingham.gov.uk
or call (07939) 041227.
John Halsall
Leader of the Council

Editorial and design: Wokingham Borough Council’s
Communications Engagement & Marketing Team
Design and printed by: Digital Solutions on Amadeus Gloss
90gsm carbon balanced paper

CBP001656

To advertise, or if any other queries about this magazine, including delivery, contact:
cem@wokingham.gov.uk. A pdf version of this magazine is available online at: news.
wokingham.gov.uk/wokingham-borough-news
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Elections on 7 May
On 7 May combined Police and Crime Commissioner*, local
government and parish council elections are taking place.
Borough council elections are in these wards: Bulmershe & Whitegates, Charvil,
Emmbrook, Evendons, Finchampstead North, Finchampstead South, Hawkedon,
Hillside, Hurst, Loddon, Maiden Erlegh, Norreys, Remenham, Wargrave & Ruscombe,
Shinfield South, Twyford, Wescott, Winnersh, and Wokingham Without.
There will be parish council elections in Hurst, Finchampstead, Charvil, and Ruscombe.
Dates for your diary
• Deadline to register to vote – midnight Tuesday 21 April
• Deadline for new postal vote applications and for changes
to existing postal or proxy votes – 5pm on Wednesday 22
April
• Deadline for new applications to vote by proxy – 5pm on
Wednesday 29 April
*The Wokingham Borough falls within the
Thames Valley Police area
More information:
www.wokingham.gov.uk
(search ‘elections and voting’)

If you have recently moved home,
you need to make sure you are
registered at your new address
because paying Council Tax does
not mean you are automatically
registered.
Registering to vote is quick and easy. Simply visit:
www.gov.uk/register-to-vote and be ready to supply
your NI number, date of birth and previous address.
If you don’t have internet access, or would like more
information, call us (0118) 974 6000.

DON’T
T
MISS OU

BLOOMIN’ MARVELLOUS
Family-friendly tribute festival
Marvellous returns this year on the
weekend of 18 and 19 July at Dinton Pastures, with
three stages bursting with entertainment for all ages.
The giant dome main stage will feature 14 world-class tributes including
Coldplay, Fleetwood Mac, The Killers, Ed Sheeran, and Tina Turner,
culminating with a headline
performance from Queen
tribute Flash on Sunday
evening. The Wokingham Music Club stage will feature
COMPETITIO
N
un-signed local talent, while the Butler Rooftop stage will showcase acoustic acts.
To win a Sund
Kids of all ages will find plenty to do with fairground rides, and loads of free
activities in the Big Kids’ Village. The Silent Disco tent is also back.
With a great range of food stalls and fully licensed bars, you will not go hungry
or thirsty. There are both camping and glamping packages, and day and
weekend tickets. Early bird tickets are available now. You could also win a
Sunday family ticket (see right).
More information:
www.marvellousfestivals.com

ay family ticke
t, just answer
question. Wha
this
t is the name
of
the headline
for the Sunday
act
show at Marve
llous 2020?
Email your an
swer to cem@
wokingham.g
along with yo
ov.uk
ur name and
address, to be
entered in the
prize draw, by
31 May.
Standard term
s and condition
s apply.

www.twitter.com/WokinghamBC
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MAKING WOKINGHAM THE BEST PLACE TO
LIVE, WORK AND GROW
The Community Vision, approved in February, is our plan setting out how we will work with you and our partners during the next few
years on the six strategic priorities that really matter to you.

Safe strong
communities
We will work together to:
• Protect and safeguard
our children, young and
vulnerable people
• Offer quality care and
support, at the right
time, to reduce the
need for long-term care
• Nurture our
communities so
they can thrive and
families flourish
• Ensure our Borough
and communities
remain safe
for all

A clean and green Borough
We will work together to:
• Become a carbon neutral Borough, sustainable for the future
• Protect our Borough, keep it clean and enhance our green
areas for people to enjoy
• Reduce our waste, improve biodiversity and increase
recycling
• Connect our parks and open spaces with green cycleways

We will work together to:
• Offer quality, affordable,
sustainable homes fit for
the future
• Ensure the right
infrastructure is in place,
early, to support and
enable our Borough to
grow
• Protect our unique
places and preserve
our natural
environment
• Help with your housing
needs and support those
of you needing it most
to live independently in
your own homes

Changing the
way we work
with you

Enriching Lives
We will work
together to:
• Champion excellent
education and
empower our children
and young people to
achieve their full potential,
regardless of background
• Support you to lead happy,
healthy lives and provide
good leisure facilities
complimenting active
lifestyles
• Engage and empower our
communities through arts
and culture
• Create a sense of identity
for the Borough which you
feel part of

Right homes,
right places

Keeping the Borough moving
We will work together to:
• Maintain and improve our roads, footpaths and cycleways
• Tackle congestion and minimise delays and disruptions
• Enable safe and sustainable travel around the Borough with
good transport infrastructure
• Promote healthy alternative travel options and support our
partners to offer affordable, accessible public transport with
good transport links

We will work
together to:
• Provide efficient,
effective services
focussed around you
and how we can help
• Make it easier to contact
and engage with us
• Make the most of our
assets to benefit our
communities
• Support good growth in
our local economy and
help nurture and build
business

Did you notice the colour icons above, next to each of the six strategic priorities? You will also find
them throughout this magazine so you can see exactly how each story fits in with the Community Vision.
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Addington expansion
nears completion
Addington School’s £4.4million expansion continues with a new single
storey block including four classrooms, a café and social/breakout areas.
Up to 70% of the building work has been taking place off site. The materials have been packed flat and taken to the school,
often with a whole building on one truck, reducing the number of vehicle trips needed compared to traditional construction.
Using innovative approaches like this helps us combat
our carbon footprint, cut construction time and be less
disruptive to existing pupils.
The expansion will increase the school’s capacity to more
than 250 students and means more children with special
educational needs and disabilities from our Borough can
be educated closer to home. This makes their families’
lives easier by reducing their journey times, as well as our
travel costs.
Work started last summer with two new multi-use games
areas built (pictured), the school’s sensory garden was
relocated and the car park expanded.
An official opening for the new block is due to take place
this autumn, following the start of the new school year.

Go paperless with your Council Tax and Benefits
You can now choose to get your Council Tax bills and/or
Benefit notifications online, instead of in the post.
Sign up for e-billing and e-notifications on our website (see below). Not only is this a secure 24/7
way to manage your accounts at a time suiting you, but ditching paper is better for the planet. We
introduced online claiming for Housing Benefit and Council Tax last year, again cutting the amount
of paper forms being issued.
With an online Council Tax ‘My Account’ you can also:
• Check your balance, breakdown of instalments and payments made
• View bills and benefit notifications online and print them if you wish
• Access reminders, final notices and summons
• Claim Council Tax deductions, discounts and exemptions
• Update your personal contact details
• Tell us you have moved home and apply for Council Tax discounts
• Set up a direct debit
• Search your Council Tax band
• Make payments
• For landlords, tell us about tenancy changes
More information:
www.wokingham.gov.uk (search ‘my account’)
to sign up for an account, or opt for paperless e-billing if you already have an account
www.wokingham.gov.uk (search ‘paperless’)
to sign up to receive e-notifications if you already receive Housing Benefit/Council Tax reduction

www.twitter.com/WokinghamBC
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IT’S ALL ABOUT REHABILITATION
Improving the lives of those of you with long-term health conditions is
just part of the work of our Sports and Leisure team. Meet Max Lilley,
our long-term health conditions manager, to tell you all about it.
“We host general gym sessions for people with long-term
health issues, assisting with a variety of conditions, such
as heart problems. We also run condition specific classes.
We’ve a respiratory circuit class, stroke session and cancer
group, for example. There’s even a yoga class dedicated to
people with MS.”
“When I’m not running a class, a large part of my role
involves dealing with signposting and referrals. If you’re
interested in our sessions you do need to be referred by a
medical health professional, so this could be your doctor or
physiotherapist.”
“I assess the referral and identify the class which is the best
fit for that person. If, for example, our long-term health
conditions group is best suited, I’ll give that person a call to
discuss everything and establish any additional needs they
might have. Next, I’ll organise a face-to-face consultation
with them at our gym, and we’ll test out the equipment,
have an informal chat, just in case they have any concerns.
“I really enjoy my job because it’s so varied. I meet all

types of different people, from all walks of life. I work
with a variety of ages, from young people right through
to the elderly. It’s really nice to do something in the
fitness industry that isn’t mainstream, with the focus on
rehabilitation.
“Not only do people manage their conditions, but they get
fitter, stronger, their mental wellbeing benefits and many say
they also enjoy the social aspect – making new friends and
meeting others like themselves.
“It’s so rewarding to see the progress they make from
attending our classes. One gentleman, for example, was told
he would never walk again following a stroke. Alongside his
medical treatment, he regularly attended our stroke rehab
classes and through his persistence and dedication is now
walking again and continues to make progress. Now that’s
what really makes my job worthwhile!”
The majority of the classes are held at Loddon Valley Leisure
Centre in Lower Earley.

More information:
www.wokingham.gov.uk (search ‘activities-adults-health-conditions’)
sport@wokingham.gov.uk
(0118) 974 3728
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Proper customer service
Great face to face service,
which is becoming a rarity
these days, alongside a
sound knowledge
of available products.

Ian Haggett,
January 2020 Smart Money People review

If you’re looking for a convenient place for your savings and
mortgage, with real people at its heart, pop in for a chat today.
19 Broad Street, Wokingham, RG40 1AU
Call: 0118 9785945 | Visit: www.newbury.co.uk
Newbury Building Society is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial
Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority (Financial Services Register number 206077). English
Law applies and we will communicate with you in English. We are participants of the Financial Ombudsman
Service. We have a complaints procedure which we will provide on request. Most complaints that we cannot
resolve can be referred to the Financial Ombudsman Service. 7814

Newbury
Building Society

www.twitter.com/WokinghamBC
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PROTECTING THE COUNTRYSIDE
WITH THE LOCAL PLAN
We have been asking you for your feedback on the draft Local
Plan - the vital strategy that will set out where homes and their
infrastructure can be built in the next few years.
Our long-term vision for the Borough also includes:
As we went to press, this consultation was about to finish. We
will look at all your comments before setting a final version of
• A lower housing target for the Borough than that enforced
the Plan.
by the government’s standard methodology if no Local Plan
was in place
The draft Local Plan sets out a bold vision for the Borough,
based around a new Garden Town at Grazeley. This would be
• No house building on Green Belt
designed and built to cutting-edge environmental standards
• An enhanced commitment to resist random development
with sustainable transport links and huge upfront investment in
outside the few areas already allocated for new communities
schools and community, sporting and health facilities. It would
Other areas of housing included in the draft Local Plan are:
also bring improved local roads and employment opportunities.
• 150 – 200 homes in Barkham
This Garden Town would provide the vast majority of the new
• 150 homes in Charvil
homes needed in the Borough between now and the end of the
next Plan period (2036) and beyond as far as the 2050s.
• 150 homes in Twyford
Subject to masterplanning, it would feature:
• 300 homes north of Wokingham town (within the current
development area)
• Two new secondary schools
•
200 homes in Winnersh
• Seven new primary schools
More information:
• A health hub
www.wokingham.gov.uk (search ‘Local Plan update’)
• Improved access to the train stations
at Green Park and Mortimer, and in the
longer term a new station at Grazeley itself
Executive View
• Dedicated public transport links into
Reading town centre
Cllr Wayne Smith, Executive Member for Planning and
Enforcement
• Sport and leisure facilities and substantial
green space
“Many thanks to all of you who took part in our Local
We have jointly bid for £250million of forward
Plan consultation. This Plan is pivotal. It gives us control
funding from the government that would, if
over where the new homes are built and ensures
successful, allow many of these facilities to be
they’ve the right facilities and infrastructure. Without
built at the start of the development – ahead
this Plan, it would be a free-for-all for developers.”
of the housing.
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Becoming carbon neutral
Wokingham Borough contributes more than 580,000 tonnes of
carbon to the atmosphere each year from our services, businesses,
schools, and simply from everyday living and working in the Borough.
While this amount is very small compared to the planet’s
overall carbon footprint, it has a huge impact on the air
we breathe, the water we drink, the spaces we enjoy and
the wildlife with which we share our community.
We create carbon emissions from almost everything we
do. It’s not just how we travel and distances we cover, it’s
also our houses and how much energy we generate, use
and waste, the amount of food we consume or throw
away, how many trees, bushes, plants and wildflowers
we have surrounding us and how we go about doing
business with each other.
Last summer, we declared a Climate Emergency with the
aim of becoming a carbon neutral Borough by 2030. We
ran a public consultation asking for your ideas, carried
out further research, and pulled it all together to design
a realistic action plan showing how we intend to reach
carbon neutrality.

Some of the ideas we propose include:
• Reviewing and revising our transport network to empower
more shared, electric or human-powered journeys
• Using smart traffic management technology to keep vehicles
moving, cut congestion and so reduce emissions (see page
18)
• Creating a Green Bank to help you meet the cost of
environmentally positive improvements to your home and
office
• Building solar farms to generate clean community energy
• Through our Local Plan, ensuring all new major communities
are constructed carbon neutrally and to carbon neutral
standards (see page 9)
• Planting 250,000 new trees
• Teaming up with community and voluntary groups on
grassroots conservation projects
• Expanding the existing biodiversity areas across the Borough,
including wildflower meadows
• Sending zero waste to landfill, with refuse either recycled or
incinerated for carbon contained heat and energy generation
• Investing in educational programmes for businesses, schools,
charities and other organisations to help them calculate and
reduce their own carbon footprints

Spring 2020 11
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Successes so far…
• Creating a 21-mile
Greenways network
connecting communities for
walkers, cyclists and horse
riders
• Installing low energy lighting
in more than 30% of our
buildings, cutting energy
consumption by some 11%
• Installing 31 solar sites of
varying sizes across the
Borough
• Some 160 hectares of
natural ‘green lung’
public parks (known as
SANGs), protected from
development, created in
the Borough’s major new
communities
• Planting 45,000 trees on
public land
• Your response to our new
food waste scheme has
been fantastic. You give us
more than 100 tonnes to
recycle every week. You are
also now recycling 60% of
general waste

World class carbonbusting crusaders
Shinfield St Mary’s Junior School has won carbon neutral gold status from One
Carbon World — the charity and global resource partner of the United Nations
Climate Neutral Now initiative.
And the Borough school was also showcased at the UN Climate Conference in
Madrid for its commitment to the environment.
The school has a bio dome with raised beds, plus ones outside, in which the
pupils grow fruits, vegetables, herbs and flowers, irrigated by two outdoor fish
tanks.
There are four eco-teams of more than 100 pupils. Each class has two raised
beds — one outside and one in the bio dome —so they can choose what things
they want to grow.
The edible produce is used in cooking classes along with eggs from the school’s
free-range hens. And contents from the playground food waste bin goes into a
composter.
Each year group has its own project. Year sixes are building a biodiversity pond,
year fives are creating a butterfly and bee garden, year fours are collecting
plastic bottles to build a greenhouse, with year threes constructing a sensory
garden. The school has also planted 200 trees and is due to install solar panels
on its roof.
“We haven’t done this alone. Thanks must go to Sue and her team at the
local garden centre and the charity SAHGA for their support,” said Matt
Knight, head of sustainability and ecology at the school.

Pupils from years 3, 4, 5 and 6 in the bio dome

Executive View
Cllr Gregor Murray, Executive
Member for Climate Emergency
“Thank you to the 4,000 ideas
you told us in our Climate
Emergency consultation. A great
many of them – those that do fall
within our sphere of influence –
are included in our action plan.”

Spreading the word
Our climate emergency project officer, Ellen Lucas, has been meeting students
across the Borough showing them what they can do right now to start making a
difference in terms of plastics, fashion and recycling.
At the end of March we are holding our inaugural Wokingham Borough Youth
Climate Conference. Free tickets will go to sixth form students in the Borough.
Groups and topics involved so far include Oxfam (fast fashion), Reading University
(climate justice) and our own My Journey team (sustainable travel).
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‘Excellent’ School

‘Pupils’ social development and
collaboration skills are excellent.’
‘Pupils make an outstanding
contribution to the lives of others.’
ISI Inspection, November 2019.
Register online: rbcs.org.uk
An independent Day School for
Boys 11-18 and Girls 16-18

Opportunity

Nurture

Open Mornings

Friday 20th March, 9.15am
Friday 24th April, 9.15am

registrar@yateleymanor.com

Yateley Manor

01252 405500

Growth

Come and visit our
family school
www.yateleymanor.com
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Jennie Oatham (left) and
Clare McCammick-Copley (right)

Could you be a social worker in Wokingham?
When we get involved in the life of a child our priority is to make
sure our social workers have the right support, time and resources
to provide the quality of service we ourselves would wish to receive.
We spoke to two of our social workers – Jennie, who has been with us for a while, and newbie Clare.

Jennie Oatham

Clare McCammick-Copley

“I’m just coming up to five years here. The crux of
what I do is visiting young people, where they’re
living whether with foster carers, parents, or in
care homes, spending time with them.
“Helping disadvantaged children to give them
the best is why I love my job; being on this
journey with them.
“We’re a close-knit team. It’s more like a home
than an office and when the children and young
people come here for meals, showers and to do
their washing it’s a nice environment to be in
rather than something clinical.
“There’s good quality support from both my
peers and managers. There’s a real commitment
to developing staff and retaining good people.
It’s nice to feel so valued.”

“I started here last September. I’d worked in various jobs but went
back to college doing an access course and then university.
“I started in the children in care team where Jennie (above) works
but now I’m in the long-term team in child protection.
“I love working directly with the children and their families. It’s
grass roots social work – good old fashioned face to face. You
cannot go into a family’s life without first building a relationship
with them, building trust.
“As a newly-qualified social worker, I get additional backing for
the first year – my caseload amount is protected and I get support
from a supervisor. The council is very flexible and my managers
hugely supportive because I’ve a young family.
“Also, because I’m from Wokingham I’ve local knowledge which
aids my work. This morning, I had to source a nursery for a child
but knew which one locally would be ideal so didn’t have to waste
time researching.
“The only problem with social work? We get an unfair reputation.
People only ever hear about the very rare times when things go
wrong – not all the countless success stories which go untold.”

We are currently recruiting to
our children’s social care teams

More information:
www.wokingham.gov.uk
(search ‘Why Wokingham’)
socialcarerecruitment@wokingham.gov.uk
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£1.6 MILLION FOR CANTLEY PARK
Plans are on track to transform this popular park with a 3G pitch,
upgrade the pavilion with café facilities and enhance the grass pitches.
We hope to submit a planning application for the 3G pitch this month
(March). If successful, and subject to Football Foundation funding,
construction would start this summer. We have also set aside developer
contributions for the project.
Work would be split into two phases; first the 3G pitch, pavilion and 40
additional parking spaces - then the grass pitches.
We also want to refurbish and expand the play facilities to create a new
destination play area; also funded by developer contributions. Work on this
is expected to start later this year or early next.
Football has increased in popularity in recent years and there are now some
530 local active teams. This means an additional nine 3G pitches are needed so local players don’t have to increase their carbon
footprints travelling outside the area for matches and training. Cantley Park would be the fifth 3G pitch built in the Borough.
But it’s not just football played at Cantley. The new facilities will also benefit those of you who use it for other sports such as
archery, hockey, netball and tennis.

New Bulmershe Leisure
Centre opening soon

Kick off for 3G
pitch in Emmbrook

The new £14.5million Bulmershe Leisure
Centre in Woodley is due to open soon.
It has taken 18 months to complete the main construction work,
replacing the 1970s centre on the site. Our contractors Pelikaan
handed over the building last month (February) to our partner
Places Leisure which has begun fitting out the interiors and installing
equipment.
The centre has a six-lane swimming pool, a teaching pool with
moveable floor, a bigger gym plus a ‘live well’ (longterm condition) gym, a four-court sports hall, an
additional studio and café.
If you are interested in joining the new Bulmershe
Leisure Centre, please email:
enquiries@bulmersheleisurecentre.org

At the beginning of the year, the new 3G pitch
at The Emmbrook was opened for both the
school and community use.
Students use it during school hours and for
after-school activities. Football clubs including
our partners Wokingham and Emmbrook FC
and Ashridge Park FC, and other community
groups, use it evenings and weekends.
The pitch is also adaptable for five, seven and
nine-a-side.
It has been funded by a £480,296 grant from
the Premier League, The FA and government’s
Football Foundation plus £350,000 in
developer contributions.

www.twitter.com/WokinghamBC
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BUILDING AFFORDABLE HOMES
We want to make sure there are genuinely affordable homes in the Borough.
With our housing association partners, we provided more than 350 affordable
homes last year including a number built by us through Wokingham Housing
(WHL). A similar number are planned this year, and we have several hundred
more potential affordable homes in the pipeline.
We also make sure private developers provide their fair share. All major developments must include 30 to 40% affordable housing. In
our draft Local Plan (see page 9), this 30/40% benchmark will be extended to developments of five houses or more. It currently only
applies to ten or more.

Homes built by Wokingham Housing include…
Tape Lane, Hurst (pictured below)

11 modern council houses now replace four old homes, developed in
partnership with Life Build Solutions on behalf of our housing team.

Anson Crescent, Shinfield

A problematic bit of land, an anti-social behaviour hotspot, has been
transformed into four new homes available for below market rent.

Grovelands, Winnersh

Six energy efficient new homes, let on affordable rents.

Barrett Crescent, Elizabeth Road and Norton Road,
Wokingham

Derelict garages and a former print works have been transformed into shared
ownership and affordable rental properties. All three projects benefited from
Homes England grants.

Phoenix Avenue, Wokingham

This £13million scheme saw the dilapidated Eustace Crescent flats in the
Norreys community, replaced with 68 modern, environmentally efficient,
homes for social and affordable rent.

Fosters, Woodley

34 independent living apartments with on-site care support for older people.

Reading Road (see page 27)
A purpose-built scheme providing a stepping stone into independence for
nine 16 to 25-year-olds leaving care.
Finch Road, Earley

A joint venture with Burwood Homes
and Francis Construction delivering a
further two new houses for shared
ownership.

Developments happening now…
Gorse Ride (Arnett Avenue),
Finchampstead

46 new homes are in the first phase of our project
to redevelop the estate to replace those homes no
longer meeting housing standards.

Gorrick Square, Wokingham

A bespoke development creating a home for three
young adults with long-term care needs to live
independently with full-time support on site.

Middlefields, Ruscombe

Also supported by a Homes England grant, making
use of unused land we own. The two new homes will
be shared ownership.

Former Woodley Age Concern site

Converting the former Age Concern building into
ten new homes; six social rent and four shared
ownership.
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BUDGET BREAKDOWN
2020/21
WHAT YOUR MONEY IS SPENT ON

This is how we will be dividing up our £129,697,410m budget this year:
Adult social care
and wellbeing

Children’s social care
and safeguarding

(including waste & recycling and grass cutting)

Environmental services

35%

25%

13%

Highways and transport

Democratic process

Other frontline services

(including highways maintenance)

(elections and meetings)

(including libraries and community development)

9%

9%

7%

Note: Debt charges and investment income: 2%
Visit www.wokingham.gov.uk (search ‘medium term financial plan’ for a full breakdown)

WHAT DO WE SPEND OUR MONEY ON?
Did you know the majority of our money is spent on statutory services? We have growing costs year-on-year because of more
residents and increased demand on services.

www.wokingham.gov.uk

2020/21 Council Tax information
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BUDGET 2020/21 - £130 MILLION

EXECUTIVE VIEW
Cllr John Kaiser, Deputy Leader of
the Council and Executive Member
for Finance and Housing
“This year’s budget includes
additional funding to tackle
congestion on our roads as well as
climate change, as both are linked.
It also includes prudent money
management as well as massive
capital investment so that we can
continue to deliver the services
you need and care about.”

Non-statutory services
e.g. leisure, parks and
open spaces, and bus
subsidies
Statutory services
e.g. adult social care,
children’s services,
waste collection and
disposal, and highways

20%

80%

WHERE OUR MONEY COMES FROM
Council Tax
Government funding
including new homes bonus

(6%)

Business rates & extra council
tax income from last year*

(81%)

*Note: Each year the Council makes an allowance of noncollection of Council Tax. If the Council then exceeds its
collection target, this surplus is applied the following year
to support the revenue budget. This is only 0.36% of the
total budget and so is not shown in this table.

(13%)

HOW MUCH COUNCIL TAX DO YOU PAY WOKINGHAM BOROUGH COUNCIL?
ON A BAND D PROPERTY:

£1,543.14
PER YEAR

=

£128.60
PER MONTH

=

£29.68
PER WEEK

The everyday services this pays for includes:
3.38m refuse
& recycling
collections

Inspecting &
maintaining 447 miles
of highways & paths

Maintaining 420ha of
countryside & 143 miles
of public rights of way

www.wokingham.gov.uk

Corporate parent
to 175 children &
care leavers

Providing long
term care to 1,800
vulnerable adults

2020/21 Council Tax information
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MULTI-MILLION POUND
CAMPAIGN TO CUT CONGESTION
We know how frustrating congestion is for you. This
is why we are spending £20million during the next
five years to combat it both now and in the future.

These improvements include:
Live Traffic Monitoring System

Sensitive network review

This keeps an eye on the road network and flags up any
unusual activity so we can quickly react to it. For example,
if there is a traffic accident or fallen tree, the system will
immediately tell us. It is a more sophisticated version of
the sort of apps many drivers use because it highlights
unusual delays as well as general congestion.

Particularly important roads can be classified sensitive,
which strengthens our hand when negotiating with utility
companies about work they want to carry out on them. We
do not have complete control of utility company work on
our roads – for example, we have to let water companies
maintain safe pipes or fix broken ones – but we liaise with
them to minimise disruption. On those streets we have
been able to classify as sensitive, we have more power to
require things such as off-peak working and staffed traffic
lights. We are currently reviewing the network to find
which additional roads we can classify as sensitive.

Variable Mobile Signs (VMS)
These are moveable road signs put in place at short notice
to provide specific messages to help traffic flow. For
example, warning drivers about an accident or incident up
ahead or signposting alternative routes.

Intelligent Transport System
We have started to install the latest generation of
intelligent traffic lights that self-monitor how they are
performing, and spot and investigate any incidents.
When problems are spotted, this system can immediately
put plans in place and, if necessary, change traffic light
phasing to keep vehicles moving.

Next steps –
an integrated traffic system
Technology is developing rapidly with digital information.
What seemed impossible a few years ago is now
commonplace. We have established an Innovation Board
to keep on top of the available improvements to make sure
we are in a position to take advantage of them. Ultimately,
our aim is a fully integrated transport system, with our
traffic signals talking to our road signs and technology
providing live information directly to your car’s dashboard
or smart phone. For example, you could be travelling into
town and receiving live updates on any issues en route as
well as the most convenient place to park your car or bike.
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“THERE ARE NO BOUNDARIES
TO WHAT I CAN ACHIEVE…”
We have set aside £19.8million to make the Borough
the very best place for people with a learning disability
to live, learn, work and feel supported.
CLASP (Caring, Listening and Supporting
Partnership) is just one of the many vital
local charity and volunteer groups we work
with to support our residents to help them
choose how they wish to live their lives.
Nikk, 35, has severe dyslexia, obsessivecompulsive disorder, and suffers with both
depression and sensory problems. Not only does this make it hard
for him to process what’s going on around him, but it also impacts
his choices and independence. But since joining CLASP six years
ago, he says he has grown in confidence and his life has changed
for the better.
“CLASP has given me a purpose and the ability to make positive
changes. As well as being a member, I work for CLASP two hours
a week as a paid employee alongside my volunteering. I help
look after their website and social media, which we re-launched
last year to make it more engaging, and our Facebook followers
continue to increase.”
Nikk also attends weekly CLASP coffee mornings- an opportunity
for those with learning disabilities and their carers to meet.
“CLASP is a friendship circle, we can socialise together and get
involved in planning our upcoming events. I recently took part
in a talent show where I overcame my anxieties by presenting,
and surprised myself at my abilities. It also felt good to help
raise money.”

As part of CLASP’s Take Notice campaign for positive change in
the community, Nikk was consulted on Wokingham town centre’s
regeneration, as well as our new learning disabilities strategy, to
ensure learning disabilities were considered. He’s also had input
into a new leaflet being produced by our libraries.
“It’s great that we’re listened to, our opinions are valued, and
we’re included in decisions that can affect us all. Everyone is
encouraged to have a voice. I feel my efforts in the Borough are
important. There are no boundaries to what I can overcome and
achieve.”
More information:
www.clasp.org.uk

Executive View
Cllr Charles Margetts, Executive
Member for Health, Wellbeing and
Adult Services
“We’re proud of our record of helping
our adults with learning disabilities
into paid employment. Our new
learning disabilities strategy will
continue to support those who need it, to feel more part
of the community and be independent.”

WOKINGHAM
BOROUGH

20 Summer 2019

www.facebook.com/wokinghamboroughcouncil

More and more of us in Wokingham
Borough are helping to protect the
environment by recycling food waste.
Not sure what to put into your food waste caddy?

Check with the re3cyclopedia app
For more guidance visit: www.re3.org.uk
/re3recycling
@re3recycling
/re3recycling

Spring 2020 21

www.twitter.com/WokinghamBC

Garden waste
changes
It is now easier for you to be part of our
garden waste recycling scheme because you
can now pay for it online.
This fortnightly collection costs £60 a year and includes a 240-litre wheelie bin.
If you opt into the service, your garden waste will be collected from this 1 April to 31 March 2021.
If you are already signed up, you will be sent a letter detailing how to pay online, instead of being sent
an invoice. If you are new to the Borough, or want to opt in for the first time, visit our website.
You can also buy 75-litre compostable sacks, for £1 each, from our council offices and local libraries.
More information:
www.wokingham.gov.uk (search ‘rubbish and recycling’)

Together we can
stop fly-tipping
We prevent fly-tipping by monitoring hotspot areas
and check businesses have the right waste disposal
arrangements. We aim to investigate and remove flytips within five working days.
But you are also legally responsible. Our website
has advice on how you – whether you’re a resident,
business or landlord – can dispose of your waste
correctly.
Say you have a spring clean and hire someone to take
some of your waste away? It’s down to you to check
they are properly licensed. Perhaps you have builders
taking waste from your home to the tip? Again, it’s
your responsibility to check.
More information:
www.wokingham.gov.uk (search ‘fly-tipping’)

STAMP OUT THE DAMP
A big thank you to the 60% of you helping to keep your paper
and card recycling protected from rain at the kerbside, before
it is collected.
We know this is not perfect, but it is making a difference for
now. Recycling plants are no longer accepting wet paper and
card so we have asked you to help us while we find the best
long-term solution to this problem.
We are looking at all the options to give you the best waste
and recycling collection service in the long term. Not only must
we address how best to keep paper and card dry, but we need
to consider this within the context of our existing service.

Executive View
Cllr Parry Batth, Executive Member
for Environment and Leisure
“Wokingham borough is a beautiful
place to live. In this time of acute
pressure on our environment, the
only way to make a real and lasting
difference is if we change our refuse
habits and all work together.”
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Turning the page
at Twyford Library
An exciting new chapter is planned
for Twyford Library as our plans
progress to develop a new facility
at the Old Polehampton Boys
School in the heart of the village.
It is part of our wider regeneration
plans – not just Wokingham town
centre – to re-energise community facilities across the
whole of the Borough.
We will work in partnership to develop the new library
with local charity, The Polehampton Trust, which owns
the building. The Trust originally received planning
permission to change the old school building in 2016
but despite some hugely successful fundraising sadly not
enough was raised for the development to go ahead.
We are working hard to make the community’s ambition
for a new community hub a reality as it gives a new lease
of life to both the old school and the village’s current
library provisions.
Libraries are the heart of our communities, providing
invaluable facilities and services - everything from loaning
books, collecting blue bags, attending children’s activities
to free computer access.

More information:
www.wokingham.gov.uk (search ‘libraries’)

SEEDS!

As we went to print, some 400
of you had claimed your free
packet of wildflower seeds from
Henry Street Garden Centre in
exchange for the voucher in the
winter edition of this magazine.
We’re looking forward to seeing
your colourful summer verges!

Tenants’
Charter
We are proud of our
involved tenants
whose hard work and
invaluable insights have helped
produce our new Tenants’ Charter.
Involved tenants are tenants who volunteer to work with
our housing services team to help improve all aspects of
the services we provide. They attend and lead involvement
groups we organise, sharing their experiences, ideas, and
set out those issues that concern them the most which
form the backbone of the charter.
The new charter sets out ten priorities for our tenants,
and our housing services, working together across a
wide range of areas:
• Tackling the stigma associated with being a council
tenant
• Identifying future patterns of tenant need and demand
• Maximising the accessibility of council services
• Modernising tenant engagement to increase their
involvement
• Creating an easy friction-free customer experience for
tenants
• Giving tenants greater choice on who does repairs and
when
• Responding to an ageing population
• Helping tenants manage their personal finances more
effectively
• Greater transparency regarding tenant health and
safety inspection results
• Developing a protocol to analyse and protect tenant
data
More information:
www.wokingham.gov.uk (search ‘tenants charter’)
(0118) 9732 494
tenantinvolvement@wbcinvolved.com
(to take part)
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Learning skills for the future
Maddie Foot is one of four Addington School
teenagers on an internship with us.
The 19-year-old says she is thoroughly enjoying being part of
our customer delivery team, helping us deal with 200,000 plus
enquiries every year and delivering your key services.
She says by being with us she has improved her IT skills, so she can
now help her family with their own ‘tech’ problems, and is fitting
in well.
“I just love being here,” she said. “It’s always really interesting
learning about all the things the council does.
“I’ve been surprised by all the ways we help people using
different computer systems. We’ve so many in place. I’m excited
to come into work every day. I feel like an adult and know this is
the sort of job I want to do.”
Mum Rhonda says she has seen her daughter grow since joining us.
“Maddie feels valued as a person, as a team member and as
someone whose contribution is not an aside or just something
for an intern to do,” said Rhonda.
“She has definitely become a young woman, having only been
on a train accompanied a few times in her life she now travels
independently every day. She takes a huge pride in every aspect
of her life which her new role touches.”
Maddie’s manager Pam Mulshaw has helped make sure her days
stay varied and she learns the skills she needs.
Pam said: “Maddie has helped support the team enormously,
and the added benefit has been to our staff who have all been

keen to help nurture Maddie on her journey.”
Kim Mead, Routes to Work Manager at Addington, says she sees
growth in all our interns.
“All the teams we’re working with have welcomed the students
and we’re already seeing an increase in their confidence and a
sense of responsibility in the roles they’re performing.”
The internships run for the academic year and offer the young
people, who all have special educational needs and/or a disability,
the chance to gain work experience.
They are supported by a job coach who helps with their functional
learning as well as job-related skills.

Executive View
Cllr UllaKarin Clark, Executive
Member for Children’s Services
“These fantastic young people
are also helping our library teams
as well as mucking in with the
countryside service at Dinton
Pastures. We love having them,
and we hope it will give them
bright futures.”
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BUSINESS ENGAGEMENT IS THE BIZ
Our free Fit for Business (FFB) events are being
driven by a newly-formed business group.
A FFB event was held at the Thames
valley Science Park in March and
another is planned for later this
year. The group driving these events
represents business leaders, business
parks and key stakeholders, creating
a cross-Borough consultancy where
commercial experience takes the lead.
It is a platform for the Borough’s business community to hear
our updates first hand on key initiatives that are important to
them. The group has an independent chairperson
who feeds meeting activities and outcomes back to
Executive View
our Chief Executive. The group will also help shape
Cllr Stuart Munro, Executive Member for
future FFB agendas.
Business and Economic Development
The new programme focuses on existing economic
development themes, emerging new priorities, our
climate emergency declaration as well as our new
Local Plan with its provision for employment land.
More information:
www.eventbrite.co.uk
(search ‘Fit for Business 2020’)

“These events inform our decisions for shaping
new policies, by those directly affected by
them. We’re here to help businesses grow,
creating more jobs locally and making the
Borough attractive to new ones.”

A truly great place
“I’m coming towards the end of my term as Mayor so I’d like to reflect on what has been an amazing period in my life.
“One of the most eye-opening aspects has been realising how fortunate we are living in a Borough like Wokingham.
“We can all pick up the paper and read negative comments, some justifiable and constructive, but look around and you’ll see
many positives.
“We live in an area with a healthy and generally
prosperous population. On our doorstep is beautiful
countryside. We’ve high achieving schools. We’ve
invested in our leisure centres and the new Bulmershe
one in Woodley (pictured) is nearly finished.
“Our town centres offer a diverse range of shops,
restaurants, and cinemas to spend our free time, and
good quality care homes for our elderly. Add to this the
vast army of volunteers who make life so much easier
and enjoyable for all of us.
“I’ve had the pleasure and opportunity to visit many of
these places, and it’s been an absolute privilege to meet
so many of you. Thank you.”
Cllr Bill Soane
Wokingham Borough Mayor
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Major new communities latest
It has been a decade since we adopted our Core Strategy, the blueprint for development
across the Borough up to 2026. The infrastructure, facilities and homes envisaged in it are now
real schools, roads, nature parks, play areas and homes.
To help our Borough accommodate the new homes, here is a look at what’s been built so far…

ARBORFIELD GREEN

NORTH WOKINGHAM

OPEN:
• Secondary school Bohunt
Wokingham
• Arborfield Green Leisure
Centre
• Hazebrouck Meadows
nature park (pictured)
• A play area

OPEN:
• Nature parks: Old Forest Road Meadows, Eldridge Park
(Ashridge Meadows), Kentwood Meadows, Keephatch
Woods and Keephatch Meadows
• The Oakingham Belle public house and restaurant
(pictured below)
• Most of the North Wokingham Distributor Road (see
page 29)
• Allotments and improvements to existing sites
• A landscaped area for natural play with some
equipment
• A bike track at Keephatch Beech

STILL TO COME:
• Two primary schools
• District centre with
shops, cafes and other facilities
• The Arborfield Cross Relief Road (see page 29)
• Further play areas

SOUTH WOKINGHAM
OPEN:
• Floreat Montague Park primary school
• Nature park at Buckhurst Meadow
• First section of the South Wokingham Distributor Road
(William Heelas Way)
• Two play areas at Montague Park
STILL TO COME:
• The Eastern Gateway and Spine Road forming the
remaining part of the South Wokingham Distributor
Road
• An outdoor sports hub
• A district centre with shops and other facilities
• A community centre
• More nature parks
• A landscaped natural play area with equipment at
Montague Park
• A play area with a multi-play ball court as part of the
district centre

More information:
www.wokingham.gov.uk
(search ‘major developments’)

STILL TO COME:
• A primary school and community centre at
Matthewsgreen
• A play space and new
neighbourhood play
facilities closer to the
primary school at
Matthewsgreen
• A play area (nearly
finished)
• Another allotment
at Mulberry Grove

SHINFIELD
OPEN:
• Renovated and re-opened Ryeish Green Sports Hub
• Shinfield Eastern Relief Road
• Nature parks: Clare’s Green Field, May’s Farm
Meadows, Five Acre Field and Langley Mead
• A play area at Croft Road
STILL TO COME:
• Shinfield Community Centre (to be run by Shinfield
Parish Council)
• Two primary schools (one already built and ready to
open when needed)
• District centre with shops and other facilities
• Six new play areas
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We Clean Ovens
Make domestic cleaning
a chore of the past...
Contact Your
Local
Office:
Contact
Your
Local
Office:

•
Name ofand
cityAscot
here01344
and all
Bracknell
609097
surrounding
Bracknell
&areas
Ascot
•
Maidenhead 01628 439281
0124 567891
01344
609097
Reading and Wokingham 01189 313186 •
Reading
& Wokingham
Name ofEton
city
here
and 01753
all
Windsor,
and
Slough
709705 •

surrounding
areas
01189
313186
0124 567891

Want Someone
•• Want
Someone You
You Can
CanTrust?
Trust?
No
TimeUniformed
To Clean?
and
•• Vetted,
Uniformed
andInsured
InsuredStaff
Staff
Too
Tired
Work?
•• Secure
Holding
Facilities
KeyFrom
Holding
Facilities
Want
Someone
YouMonthly,
Can Trust?
•• Weekly,
Fortnightly,
Monthly,
Fortnightly,
One-Off Cleaning
andIroning
Ironing
Services
and
Services
Uniformed
and insured
Staff
•• 100%
Reliable, Flexible
FlexibleService
Service
100% Reliable,

Independently owned and operated

Independently owned and operated
Or book your clean online now at:

www.dailypoppins.co.uk
www.dailypoppins.co.uk

Quote
WM2020
when
book
off your
clean
Quote AC2019
when
youyou
book
for for
10%10%
off your
firstfirst
clean

...so you don't have to!
Hello, I'm Adam, your
locally based oven
cleaning specialist.
I'll leave your appliances
pliances
sparkling using our
ur bespoke
eco-friendly products.
ducts.
Range and AGA specialists
Ovens & hobs
Extractor hoods
Microwave ovens
Traditional stoves

Contact
me today
for your
free quote

Visit my website
ovenuwokingham.net
or call me on
0118 3290163

“We poppin, so you can pop out”

What have these people
got in common?

They could all be foster carers.

We also offer our foster carers a generous financial package including Council Tax exemption
For more information: (0118) 974 6204
fostering@wokingham.gov.uk
www.fostering.wokingham.gov.uk
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Wokingham town centre’s
masterplan – ten years on
It has been a decade since local people and businesses
sat down with us to create a vision for the transformation
of Wokingham town centre.
The challenge was vast. We needed an innovative plan to
keep the town thriving with exciting shops, entertainment
and leisure options, also integrating the new homes expected
to come while maintaining the town centre’s all-important
market feel.
We listened to what you wanted, we developed the
Wokingham Town Centre Masterplan setting out a blueprint
with objectives such as improved public spaces, new facilities
and a better range of shops, entertainment and leisure options
up to the year 2026. We then put the finances in place to
make it happen.
We are now ten years into the masterplan and lots has already
happened across Wokingham town centre, with more still
to come. We thought we would highlight some of the main
projects to show you just how much has been achieved.

New railway station
(in partnership with Network Rail)
A new station building linking to the bus network, an improved
road design around the level crossing, plus a new road (Station
Link Road), completed in 2014.

Peach Place
• A new look for the buildings at the top of Market Place and
on the corner of Rose Street, completed in 2014
• New shops and cafes along Peach Street, completed in 2018
• A new public square, shops and key worker housing,
completed in 2019

Elms Field
• A new park and play area, Aldi foodstore, Premier Inn hotel
and Everyman Cinema (pictured), completed in 2019
• New shops, cafes and apartments, due to be completed this
year

Carnival
• A new multi-storey car park and bowling alley, completed in
2017
• A new larger leisure centre and library complex. Work on
this us due to start this year and take two years
More information:
www.regenerationcompany.co.uk

Reading Road
(in partnership with Loddon Homes)

Executive View

New housing to help young people moving from the
care system into independent living, completed in
2018.

Cllr Charlotte Haitham Taylor, Executive
Member for Regeneration

Market Place (in partnership with
Wokingham Town Council)
An improved layout, with a new look and
landscaping, completed in 2018.

“I’m proud with how much we’ve delivered
over the past ten years – so many positive
changes. It really shows what can be achieved
by listening to residents, building a strong
masterplan and then delivering excellence.”
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This
way
Look
out for fraud
for help…
An older person in England and Wales becomes a victim
of fraud every 40 seconds, says Age UK. It says those older
people with higher incomes, or who live alone, are more
likely to report becoming a victim.
As well as the more traditional doorstep scams, such as bogus tradesmen,
frauds have massively expanded online and via mail, phone calls and texts.
These range from fake online romances to pension and investment frauds.
Tactics include befriending and ‘grooming’, the use of seemingly
professional documentation and websites, impersonating a bank or
the police, and threats or intimidation. Being scammed also affects the
victim’s wellbeing in addition to their financial loss.
Some don’t realise they are being scammed, or refuse to believe it. They
may feel the scammers are their friends, or their returns or prizes will
come through if they continue to respond. This can make it difficult to
persuade them to get help.
You can report suspected scams to the UK’s national fraud reporting
centre (Action Fraud) on behalf of someone, or encourage them to do so
themselves.
More information:
www.wokingham.gov.uk
(search ‘report suspected adult abuse’)
www.actionfraud.police.uk
(search ‘information report’ to report a fraud)

ROAD MAINTENANCE LATEST

DID YOU
KNOW
THAT W
E MAIN
TAIN

We are finalising which roads will be resurfaced or treated this year as part
of our ongoing maintenance to provide the best possible driving network.
446 MIL
ES
These roads are chosen based on analysis and inspections to establish
OF ROA
which most require our attention. This ensures investment goes where it
DS?
is needed the most, rather than allocated on a regional or ward by ward
basis which would not give you value for money.
Our structural maintenance programme last year included:
• Surface reconstruction of 15 roads (4km) - removing the old surface and replacing it with new material
• Surface dressing on 20 roads (16.7km) - adding protection on the top layer of the road, enhancing its skid resistance
• Micro asphalt treatment on 30 roads (6.4km) - sealing the road surface and improving its texture
• Filling more than 4,000 reactive repairs including potholes

Executive View
Cllr Pauline Jorgensen, Executive Member for
Highways and Transport
“We know how important our road network is, so
keeping it in the best possible condition is one of
our top priorities. Our major new roads will also
assist in freeing up space, easing congestion and
reducing our carbon footprint across the Borough.”
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MAJOR NEW
HIGHWAYS UPDATE
We are making strategic improvements to our
road network, making it easier to get around the
Borough as well as avoid Wokingham town centre.

North Wokingham
Distributor Road
The final section, known as Ashridge Farm, now has
planning permission so the project is in its detailed
design stage. Minor site clearance started in
February and main construction is due to start this
autumn. This section of road follows on from the
Bell Foundry Lane upgrade, completed last year, and
will tie into the Kentwood Farm west development
currently being built.
The new green space alongside Old Forest Road
is due to open soon, where 2,500 new trees
have been planted and four new ponds created
together with a wildflower meadow. Next to this,
construction has started on the west of the Old
Forest Road section which will connect to Reading
Road when complete.
The section from London Road leading to Warren
House Road via the Keephatch Beech and Kentwood
Farm East developments opened in January.

South Wokingham Distributor Road
Construction associated with the Eastern Gateway railway bridge has
started, on the north side of the rail line in Montague Park. Work to
connect to this bridge on the south side of the rail line is due to start this
spring.
A planning application for the Western Gateway section, including
improvements at Molly Millar roundabout was, at the time of going to
print, due to be submitted with decisions on this and the remaining Spine
Road application expected later this year.

Winnersh Relief Road
Converting Lower Earley Way into a dual carriageway was completed at
the end of last year, ahead of schedule. Construction has started on the
next phase of the scheme with improvements to the King Street Lane/
Reading Road signal junction. These improvements will go fully live once
the main section of the road is completed and the tie-in with Reading
Road is completed next year.

Barkham Bridge
Arborfield Cross Relief Road
Good progress has been made on its construction,
and at the time of going to print the ‘green
bridge’ was due to be installed. The 2.3km route’s
alignment is now clearly visible.
Groundwork for the new roundabouts at Reading
Road and Eversley Road is nearly finished, with tie-in
work for the two due to happen this summer.

Please note, these construction details were correct
when this magazine went to print.

Main construction on the new bridge began late last year and is due to
be completed by spring next year.

More information:
www.wokingham.gov.uk (search ‘major new roads’)
You can also sign up for e-newsletters from our contractor, Balfour Beatty.
Simply email the addresses below:
NWDR@balfourbeatty.com (North Wokingham Distributor Road)
SWDR@balfourbeatty.com (South Wokingham Distributor Road)
WRR@balfourbeatty.com (Winnersh Relief Road)
ArborfieldCross@balfourbeatty.com
BarkhamBridge@balfourbeatty.com
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Things to do
and see this
spring…
Visit www.wokingham.gov.uk and click on ‘news and
consultation’, then ‘new and events’ and then ‘what’s
on’ for The Wokingham Directory, which lists all sorts of
activities.
Wokingham Borough Libraries events are also on our
website on the ‘libraries’ pages.
See also Facebook ‘wokinghamboroughlibraries’
Twitter ‘WBC_Libraries’
or Instagram ‘wbc_libraries’.
For outdoors, sports and countryside, find information on
our site under ‘sports and activities’ and
‘countryside, parks and conservation’.
Remember, Parish and Town
Councils across our Borough also
have activities. On our website
type in ‘parish and town councils’
for links to their web pages.

www.facebook.com/wokinghamboroughcouncil

Help with the EU
Settlement Scheme
We can assist those of you needing
help to submit your identity
evidence for the EU Settlement
Scheme.
EU citizens and their family
members, wanting to remain
living in the UK once we leave
the EU on 31 December, must apply to
retain their right to live and work here and keep access
to public services such as healthcare, education and
benefits.
You can book an appointment at our Register office.
Appointments are available Monday to Fridays, 10am
to midday. Weekend appointments are available at
Wokingham and Woodley libraries.
More information:
www.wokingham.gov.uk
(search ‘EU Settlement Scheme’)
(0118) 974 6000 (choose registrars)

POPPING UP NEAR YOU
Citizens Advice Wokingham has launched a new project,
and invites you to help direct where it goes.
Its Advice Task Force of trained volunteers wants to ‘pop-up’ in all of the Borough’s town and parish
councils this year, and you can nominate where they appear.
The task force also visits local community groups, and recently a carer’s day and a domestic abuse
support group, to ensure they reach as many people as possible. This is part of the charity’s drive to
provide a service to all our Borough communities.
Citizens Advice Wokingham helps people living or working in the Borough facing a wide variety of issues including benefits,
debt, housing, employment law, relationships, and families. Its volunteers are trained to help understand your problem, identify
any other contributing factors and work out the best way forward for you.
It provides a service five days a week and has a telephone advice line
(see below).
If you want to nominate a location for the task force to ‘pop up’ at and offer
advice, also see the contact details below.
More information:
www.citizensadvicewokingham.org.uk
(0300) 330 1189
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Dispelling those
recycling myths
Myth 1 - Recycling doesn’t help the climate crisis
and uses more energy than it saves
No – recycling protects the environment because it
keeps resources in the loop, saving additional natural
resources being extracted. When recycling materials
into new products, up to 95% less energy is used.
Myth 2 - Recycling is a waste of time and it all goes
abroad anyway
No- re3 regularly audits those companies processing
your recyclables, and a great majority of our waste is
recycled in the UK, including 100% of plastics.

Myth 3 - It doesn’t matter if I put the wrong, wet or dirty things in
my recycling as it all gets sorted out anyway
No – if you put the wrong things in your recycling you risk
contaminating the whole load meaning none of it can be used.
Although re3’s Material Recycling Facility sorts your recycling both
mechanically and manually, if items are contaminated they cannot be
processed and can also damage the machines.
re3 is the waste management partnership for
Wokingham, Bracknell Forest and Reading.
More information:
www.re3.org.uk

Are you planning a trip to the re3 Recycling Centre?
re3 windscreen permit stickers became invalid as proof of residency in February. So, when you arrive
in your car, you will need to have another form of identity if you want to use the tip.
Acceptable identification includes a driving licence or Council Tax bill. For the full
list of acceptable IDs visit the website below.
There will be a transition period between now and July if you arrive with a
sticker but no other ID, providing you hand in your sticker.
More information:
www.re3.org.uk

SOUP supports School Days
A project giving families in need preloved school uniforms for children has
been given a £250 boost thanks to our social care provider Optalis.
Donations raised at a special SOUP event at the Westmead Day Centre were
match funded by Optalis, which then awarded the money to School Days.
Local groups presented their community supporting ideas to residents who enjoyed soup and bread as they listened - and then
voted on the project that inspired them the most.
More information:
www.optalis.org
(0118) 977 8600

WHAT A DIFFERENCE A DAY MAKES
“It’s the best home
improvement we have ever made.
Our conservatory is now our dining
room in the garden.”
Mike Millis,
Middleton On Sea

SUBSIDIES
AVAILABLE

LATER THAT DAY

*Quote Ref
WBN0320

There are many reasons to change your
conservatory roof with Green Space UK
INSTALLED IN 1 DAY
“What a difference a day makes
as the saying goes, and yes,
that’s all it took to install.”
Mr & Mrs Barber, Wells

WARMER IN WINTER
“There is no doubt that the
conservatory is much warmer
than previously, and no, the
room is not darker either!”
David Birch, Chichester

USABLE ALL YEAR ROUND
“The conservatory is now
used throughout all seasons
of the year and is far more
comfortable to sit in whatever
the weather outside.”

COOLER IN SUMMER
“You could have fried an
egg on the table in the
summer, I now look upon the
conservatory as a new room.
It is quiet, restful and cosy.”
Carol Doyle, Surrey

REDUCES ENERGY BILLS
“I’ve already turned the
underfloor heating down.
Lovely job guys, thank you!”
Anne Bird, Bristol

QUIETER IN BAD WEATHER
“For the first time in 10 years we
do not have to close the door to
the conservatory when it rains.”
Mr & Mrs Bailey-Webb, Warsash

Mr & Mrs Gibson, Portishead

BEFORE

SUBSTANTIAL
SUBSIDIES
AVAILABLE
We’re planning to make insulation
a must have addition to every
conservatory across the UK. We are
therefore offering a SUBSTANTIAL
SUBSIDY to a limited number of
suitable properties in selected areas.
To find out more about the benefits
that the Green Space system can
offer and see if your conservatory is
suitable for any potential subsidies,
contact us now.

For a free quote call:

CONSERVATORY ROOFS

0800
65
25
157
www.greenspaceconservatories.co.uk

*Finance subject to status, T&C’s apply.
Subsidies are limited by area and not guaranteed. Putting off your
enquiry could reduce the potential subsidy available to you

