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PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Thursday 8:30am-4:00pm  

(closed noon to 1:00pm) 

Friday  8:30am-Noon 

parish@stbridgetlovespark.org 

Call the Parish Office to:  Register as a New Parishioner, 
Schedule a Baptism, or Schedule a Wedding 
Please call at least six months before your wedding. 

You may also register as a new parishioner on 
the parish website. 

December 11, 2022 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday 4:30pm 
Sunday  7:00am, 8:15am, 10:00am, 11:30am 
Daily Mass 
Monday-Saturday 7:00am, 8:15am 

LIVESTREAM 

Monday-Saturday 7:00am 
Sunday  10:00am 

CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
Tuesday 5:30pm-6:00pm (during Advent) 
Wednesday 7:30am-8:00am 
Saturday 8:45am-9:30am  &  3:30pm-4:15pm 
Sunday  9:15am-9:45am 

PARISH CLERGY 
Reverend Msgr Steve Knox - Pastor 
sknox@rockforddiocese.org 

Reverend Aaron Downing - Associate Pastor 
adowning@rockforddiocese.org 

Reverend Jack Reichardt - Associate Pastor 
jreichardt@rockforddiocese.org 

Deacons 
Philip Abel, William Riseley, John Gibson 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT ST. BRIDGET THIS WEEK 
Dec 11th High School Ministry 6:00pm  Bridge

Dec 12th Sisters in Christ Prayer Group 12:30pm PC Rm A

Dec 12th Trinity Outreach Ministry Meeting 5:30pm Church Hospitality Rm

Dec 12th Cursillo 8:00pm PC Rm B

Dec 13th Respect Live Meeting 6:00pm Church Cry Room

Dec 13th RCIA Meeting 6:30pm PC Rm B

Dec 13th Knights of Columbus 7:00pm PC Rm A

Dec 13th Charismatic Prayer Group 7:00pm PC Rm C

Dec 13th Boy Scouts Troop 32 Meeting 7:00pm PC Underground

Dec 14th Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena 4:00pm Church Cry Rm

Dec 14th Middle School Ministry 6:00pm PC Underground

Dec 14th Choir Practice 7:00pm Church

Dec 15th St. Rita Chaplet after 8:15am Mass Church Cry Rm

Dec 15th Youth Confirmation Preparation 6:00pm PC Rm C

Dec 15th Cub Scout Pack 417 Meeting 6:00pm PC Underground

Dec 16th  Evening Rosary and Adoration 7:00pm Church



FROM THE DESK OF MSGR. STEVE KNOX 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

      Christmas on the Horizon 
 

 This Sunday, we celebrate Gaudete Sunday.  It is a Latin word that means 
“rejoice”.  The reason we can rejoice is because the birth of Jesus draws near.  We highlight 
this by lighting the rose-colored candle on the Advent wreath, and the priests wear 
rose-colored vestments.  On this Sunday, we recognize the joyful anticipation of the season 
which culminates in the birth of Jesus on Christmas.  Rose is a “brightening” of the ordinary 
violet and symbolizes joy because the Lord is the light of the world who will scatter all 
darkness. 

 

 We have added some extra times for the Sacrament of Reconciliation leading up to Christmas. I 
have those listed on page three of today’s bulletin.   This sacrament is a great way to experience the love 
and forgiveness of the Lord and to purify our hearts leading up to Christmas.  In addition to experiencing the 
forgiveness of our sins, we are also strengthened to forgive others.  
 

January Spiritual Enrichment Days 
 

 On Saturday, January 14th, we will have a Women’s Spiritual Enrichment Day in the Parish Center.  
The following Saturday, January 21st, we will have a Men’s Spiritual Enrichment Day for the men of the 
parish.  I have the information/registration forms on page 4 and 5 of today’s bulletin.  Over the years, I have 
found these days to be very helpful for those who participate.  Talks and reflections are mainly given by the 
parishioners and the priests.  We seek to make the talks down to earth and relevant.  Since we will be in a 
new year, this will be a great way to be strengthened in our faith as we enter into 2023.   
 

Reaching Out and Inviting 
 

 Many people got disconnected from the Church when the pandemic hit.  I would like to encourage the 
parish to continue to reach out to family and friends who may have gotten disconnected and no longer  
attend Mass.  The number one reason people come back to the practice of their faith is when someone they 
know and respect invites them.  Even when the invitation is extended in a humble and thoughtful manner, 
it may not result in someone coming back; however, it may plant a seed that with time and God’s grace the 
person may realize something is missing in their life and then be ready to come back to the Eucharist.  Let us 
all pray about this and if you sense God giving you a nudge to reach out to someone, pray for wisdom and 
reach out in a loving manner.  Christmas is great time to extend an invitation for someone to join you at 
Mass! 

 
In Christ, 
 
Msgr. Steve Knox 

Saturday, December 17th 
8:45am-9:30am, 3:30pm-4:15pm 

 

Sunday, December 18th 
9:15am-9:45am 

 

Tuesday, December 20th 
5:00pm-6:00pm 

 

Wednesday, December 21st 
7:30am-8:00am, 5:00pm-7:00pm 

 

Thursday, December 22nd 
 8:45am-9:30am 

 

Saturday, December 24th 
8:45am-9:30am 



Come join us for our St. Bridget Student Ministries 
Christmas parties!! There will be Christmas themed 
games/activities and prizes for the lucky winners.  

The High School party is Sunday, December 11th, 
from 6:00pm-7:30pm in the Bridge and the 
Middle  School party is Wednesday, December 14th, 
from 6:00-7:30pm in the Underground! 

Jake - jwashington@stbridgetlovespark.org 
Teresa - tmcmahon@stbridgetlovespark.org 

GIVING TREE 

Please return your gifts to the Church 
and placed them under the tree in the 
Narthex of Church on or before Sun-
day, December 11th. 

Thank you so much for your generosity.  Small acts of 
hidden kindness can communicate the love of God, in 
very special ways.  May God bless you and the people 
who will be blessed by your loving kindness.  If you 
have any questions, please contact Lynn in our Parish 
Office lynnhagedorn@stbridgetlovespark.org 

St. Vincent de Paul Holiday Fudge Raiser 

WHERE: The Hospitality Room in the back of Church 

WHEN:  After all Masses on December 10th/11th 

GOURMET FUDGE FLAVORS:  Chocolate, Chocolate 
Walnut, Chocolate Mint, Chocolate Peanut 
Butter, Cookies and Cream 

Great for Gifts - Grab Bags – Teachers 
Good Neighbors – Employees 

INDIVIDUAL 8 OZ CONTAINERS:  $10 each, 
3 for $25, or 12 for $100 

Advance Orders can be sent to Kathleen Hall at 
khall@stbridget.svdp-rfd.org 

All proceeds go to support the charitable efforts 
of our St. Vincent de Paul Society. 

CHURCH DECORATING 
NEW DATES AND TIMES 

The Advent and Christmas 
season are upon us and the 
Art & Environment team  will 
be decorating the Church for 
Christmas soon.  We would 
greatly appreciate your help. 

Friday, December 23rd, at 
11:00am to decorate the Church 
and the Adoration Chapel.   

Sunday, January 8th, at 12:30pm to take down the 
decorations in the Church and Adoration Chapel. 

We also are in need of a couple of people to water the 
flowers during the season once weekly.  If you can 
assist us in any of these categories, please call the 
Parish Office 815-633-6311. 

CHRISTMAS FLOWER DONATIONS 
The decorations and poinsettias that we purchase to adorn the Church and sanctuary during 
the Christmas season are a beautiful way to remember or honor your loved ones.  If you 
would like to make a donation toward the purchase of our Christmas flowers in memory/
honor of a loved one, please complete the form below. You can return it with your donation 
in an envelope marked “Christmas Flower O ering” by dropping it in the collection basket or 
bring it to the Parish O ce within the next few weeks.  We will print the “in memory of/in 
honor of” in our bulletins during the Christmas season.  May God bless you.  

Donation In Memory/Honor of .  

                                           -in Memory of    -in Honor of
 Please Print    Please check  one  

                                           -in Memory of    -in Honor of 

 Please Print    Please check  one  

Your Name:                                        Phone Number:                   

mailto:Jwashington@stbridgetlovespark.org


Saturday, January 14th, 9:00am-3:00pm

All women of the parish and their friends are invited to our spiritual  
enrichment day which will take place in our Parish Hall.  Msgr. Knox will 
be leading the day along with Fr. Jack and a number of parishioners.  Last 
year, we had over 100 women in attendance, so we are looking forward 

to a great day this year.  In addition to the talks and discussions, we will have an opportunity for some 
prayer and quiet reflection time and a nice lunch all in a relaxed atmosphere.  Here is the schedule for 
the day: 

9:00am Gather (coffee and light breakfast) and opening prayer - Msgr. Steve Knox 

9:30am “The Faith Journey: Important Life Lessons I Have Learned Along the Way” - Sue Custer 
This talk will help us reflect on our own faith journey.  God has much to teach us in the good times of life 
and during the tough times.  The presence of the Lord brings hope and strength and helps us bring that 
hope to others. 

10:30am Break 

10:45am “Growing Strong in Broken Places: The Power of God to Heal and Bring New Life” - Mary Fuller 
Everyone has some challenges to face and some crosses to carry on the journey of faith.   Healing, 
forgiveness, and mercy were prominent parts of Jesus’ message and ministry.  We believe God can bring 
great good out of those struggles that we sometimes face.   

11:45am Lunch 

12:45pm “Inspiring Women of the Bible: Learning from their Witness of Faith” - Mary Dausman 
We can learn much about prayer and virtuous living by reflecting on the witness and words of the 
inspiring women of faith in the Bible.  Mary will reflect on the importance of prayer and scripture in light 
of her faith story. 

1:15pm Quiet Time with Scripture in Church (Sacrament of Reconciliation available) 

2:00pm “Seven Habits of Highly Effective Catholics (and Some Bad Habits to Avoid!)” - Fr. Jack Reichardt 
Drawing from the lives of the saints, Fr. Jack will highlight some of the habits and virtues that are 
necessary for healthy discipleship.  Jesus calls us to “be light for the world”.  We will look at the holy  
habits that help us bring the light of Christ to others. 

2:45pm Closing Reflection and Prayer - Msgr. Steve Knox 

To register, click HERE or fill out the form below, put in an envelope marked “Women’s 
Day” with your check for $12, payable to “St. Bridget Church” for lunch and materials.  
Drop envelope in the collection basket or send it to the Parish O ce. Questions?  Please 
contact Lynn at the Parish O ce at 815-633-6311. 

Saturday, January 14th, 9:00am - 3:00pm 

Name:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City:_______________________________________________________________________   Zip:__________________________________  

Phone Number:________________________________________  Email:_________________________________________________ 

Please include $12.00 Registration Fee.  Thank you! 

https://www.osvhub.com/st-bridget-church-1/forms/womens-spiritual-enrichment-day-2023


Saturday, January 21st, 9:00am-3:00pm 

All men of the parish and their friends are invited to a spiritual enrichment 
day on Saturday, January 21st.  Msgr. Knox, Deacon John Gibson, and 
parishioners Tom Short and Steve Claus will be the presenters and leaders 
for the day.  In addition to the talks and discussions, we will have an 
opportunity for some quiet reflection time.  A great lunch is also 
planned!  The schedule is as follows: 

9:00am Gathering (coffee and doughnuts) and Opening Prayer - Msgr. Steve Knox 

9:30am “What Led Me Into the Catholic Church, and What I Found Here” - Tom Short 
After much searching, Tom entered into the Catholic Church through RCIA as an adult.  Those who are 
newer to the faith can share some great insights with those who are “cradle Catholics”.  He will share 
some reflections on his faith journey in order to help everyone reflect on their own journey of faith. 

10:30am Break 

10:45am “What I Have Learned About Prayer and Service on Life’s Journey” - Steve Claus 
Steve will share his faith witness and some things he has learned about the importance of prayer.  He 
will have some practical guidance on how to begin or deepen your prayer life.  The fruit of prayer is 
service.  He will help us see that connection, and it’s vital importance. 

11:45am Lunch 

12:45pm “Inspiring Men of the Bible: What We Can Learn from Their Lives” - Deacon John Gibson 
We can gain great insight and draw inspiration from some of the great heroes in the scriptures. 
Deacon John will help us see how God communicates to us through His Word in order to deepen our 
friendship with Him and to help us grow as men of faith. 

1:15pm Quiet Time with Scripture in Church (Sacrament of Reconciliation available) 

2:00pm “Why People Leave the Church and What We Can do to Bring Them Back” - Msgr. Steve Knox 
Pope John Paul II, Pope Benedict, and Pope Francis have all shared great teachings on 
evangelization.  There is a special need for the “New Evangelization”.  There is a great need to help 
those who have drifted away from the Church to reconnect and experience a spiritual homecoming. 

2:45pm Closing Reflection and Prayer - Msgr. Steve Knox 

To register, click HERE or fill out the form below, put in an envelope marked “Men’s Day” 
with your check for $12, payable to “St. Bridget Church” for lunch and materials.  Drop 
envelope in the collection basket or send it to the Parish O ce. Questions?  Please call Lynn 
in the Parish O ce at 815-633-6311 

Saturday, January 21st, 9:00am - 3:00pm 

Name:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City:_______________________________________________________________________   Zip:__________________________________  

Phone Number:________________________________________  Email:_________________________________________________ 

Please include $12.00 Registration Fee.  Thank you! 

https://www.osvhub.com/st-bridget-church-1/forms/mens-spiritual-enrichment-day-2023


         MARY’S CORNER 
 

Think of Advent from Our Lady’s 
perspective.  She said yes to God 
and is now awaiting the birth of her 
child.  How does she feel?  What 
does she think about?  Ask her to 
open your heart and go deeper with 
her in your journey this Advent. 

Called to Serve Moms in Need 
 

During the month of December, we will be praying 
for the poor and homeless. Remember to see the 
face of God in all people and to share our blessings 
with them. 
 

Respect Life Meeting - Tuesday, December 13th, at 
6:00pm in the Cry Room. 
 

Pray at PROPOSED abortion clinic site - Wednesday, 
December 14th, 611Auburn Street, Rockford.  You 
may pray there any time from 6:00am-6:00pm, but 
someone from St. Bridget will be there at 11:00am. 
 

Respect Life Mass - Saturday, December 17th, at 
8:15am.  The Respect Life Rosary will be prayed 
before the Mass. 
 

Pray at PROPOSED abortion clinic site - Saturday, 
December 17th, at 4236 Moray Drive, Rockford.  You 
may pray there any time from 6:00am until 6:00pm, 
but someone from St. Bridget will be there at 11:00am. 
 

Contact Shirley Poole 815-654-9416 for all Respect 
Life information. 
 

“A baby crying during Mass is a blessing!” 

Saint Joseph 
Altar Committee 

 

Please join us for our 
next Italian Cookie Bak-
ing Class on Sunday, 
January 15th, from 
12:30pm to 4:30pm in 
the Parish Center Hall. 
During our this class, 

we will be making White Italian Cookies.  Class size 
is limited.  This class is for adults only please. 
 

To register, contact Marilyn Shigley  
orpvrn@comcast.net  or  815-988-3473 

OH COME LET US ADORE HIM  
 

We currently have three openings in 
the Adoration Chapel: 
 

 Wednesdays 1:00am-2:00am 

 Thursdays 5:00pm-6:00pm 

 Sundays 6:00pm-7:00pm 
 

You are invited to spend time with our 
Eucharistic Lord in our St. Bridget Adoration 
Chapel.  Our hope is to have two scheduled adorers 
every hour in our Chapel. Please prayerfully 
consider this invitation and find the hour that works 
for you. If you cannot commit to a scheduled hour at 
this time, please come anyway and spend what time 
you can. Stop by and be with our Lord. The chapel 
doors are open to the public from 6:00am until 
8:00pm.  
 

For additional information, contact Marcia Conaway 
at adoration@stbridgetlovespark.org or 419 -
296-8396. 
 

Not all of us can do great things, 
but we can do small things with great love. 

 

~St. Mother Teresa 

 
Save the Date - Simbang Gabi 2022 

 

Christmas Novena Masses  

Greater Rockford Filipino-American Catholic Community 
 

Everyone is welcome to join us for the Simbang 
Gabi, Christmas Novena Masses, which is the Fili-
pino tradition for the spiritual preparation of 
Christmas.  It is the Filipino way of accompanying 
the Blessed Virgin Mary as she awaits the birth of 
her son, Jesus Christ. The Christmas Novena Mass-
es will be celebrated the nine days before Christ-
mas at nine di erent parishes throughout the Di-
ocese.  Starting on Thursday, December 15th, 
through Friday, December 23rd.  St. Bridget will 
host the final Mass of the novena on Friday, 
December 23rd.  All parishioners are invited to 
the Mass as well as the festive cultural reception afterwards.  If you would like to help sponsor a Mass, 
please contact Janet Berry at 815-323-2552.  After the Novena Mass at St. Bridget, on Thursday, December 
23rd, there will be a POTLUCK DINNER.  Please bring a dish to pass, a dessert, and a 2-liter bottle of pop.   

Schedule for Each Evening: Rosary at 6:00pm and Mass at 6:30pm 
 

 Thursday, December 15th - Poor Clare Monastery 

 Friday, December 16th - St. James, Belvidere 

 Saturday, December 17th - St. James, Rockford 

 Sunday, December 18th - St. Bernadette 

 Monday, December 19th - Holy Family 

 Tuesday, December 20th - St. Rita 

 Wednesday, December 21st - St. Peter Cathedral 

 Thursday, December 22nd - St. Patrick 

 Friday, December 23rd - St. Bridget, Loves Park 

mailto:orpvrn@comcast.net


   THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells us that 
the Good News can be seen, touched 
felt, and heard through the lives of 
God’s people.  We are now charged to 

take up the ministry of Jesus, but we cannot just ask 
people to take our word for it. Our actions must 
speak for us.  
 

Since Christmas is a time of love and gift giving, 
please share in Jesus’ ministry by giving a gift to the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul, so 
that those who are poor can know 
the good news of Jesus.  
 

If you are interested in finding out 
more about St. Vincent de Paul, 
please send your name, phone 
number, and email address to  
hvstbridget@stbridget.svdp-rfd.org 

SAINT RITA CHAPLET 
 

Join us to pray the Chaplet of St. Rita of Cascia every 
Thursday.  Our next meeting is Thursday, Decem-
ber 15th.  We meet in the Cry Room of the Church 
after the 8:15am Mass.  Rosaries, Chaplet Copies, 
and Prayer Cards will be available in the Narthex.   
 

The intercession of this blessed saint of the most 
hopeless and impossible cases would be a tremen-
dous aid not only in our personal situations, but 
even more so on a global level.   
 

For any questions, contact Sid Papini 
815-985-3404 or papini72@aol.com 
 

“No problem is too small to bring to Saint Rita.   
She will draw you close to the Heart of Jesus,  

and she will not fail you!” SEASONS OF HOPE 
Grief Support Group 

 

Are you grieving the loss of a loved one?  Please 
come to this Christ-centered series where we seek to 
find hope in the midst of sorrow.  Anyone in the 
Greater Rockford Area who is mourning the loss of a 
loved one is encouraged to attend and invited to 
bring a guest.  Please join us.   
 

 Next Meeting:  Monday, December 19th 
 Time:  5:30pm - 6:30pm 
 Location:  Hospitality Room 
 

Our sessions will involve meditation on Sacred 
Scripture grounded in our Catholic faith and no-
pressure group discussion.  Bring your Bible.  For 
more information or to let us know that you would 
like to attend, please contact Kay Ethington 815-621
-7117 or k.ethington14@gmail.com 

DIVORCED AND HEALING 
 

Divorced and Healing is an open and ongoing sup-
port group that helps individuals cope and heal from 
divorce and separation.  Speakers and faith sharing 
are o ered throughout the year.  Whether recently 
divorced or 20+ years out, this group is for you. 
 

 Next Meeting:  Wednesday, December 21st 
 Time:  6:30pm - 8:00pm 
 Location:  Classroom A in Parish Center 
 

Please call Rita 779-772-5702 or Len 815-654-9727 
with any concern you may have.  We are always happy 
to talk with you.  Stay healthy!  God Bless! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FRIDAY EVENING ROSARY AND ADORATION 
 

Every third Friday of each month, the Adoration and 
Rosary intention will be for vocations.  On Friday, 
December 16th, from 7:00-7:45pm, Msgr. Knox will 
lead this time of prayer with Adoration, the Rosary, 
and pray a Litany for Vocations.  Join us in the 
Church or via livestream to pray for an increase in 
vocations to the priesthood and religious life for the 
Diocese of Rockford.  Please pick up a prayer card for 
vocations in the back of Church or in the Adoration 
Chapel and make this prayer part of your prayer life. 

        KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 

St. Bridget Knights of Columbus Council 
4330 is part of the world’s largest 
Catholic Fraternal Organization.  Our 
purpose is to serve St. Bridget families, 

Seminarians, and our community.  Our meetings are 
on the second Tuesday of the month at 7:00pm in 
the Parish Center, Classroom A. There is a 6:30pm 
Rosary in the Church which precedes the meeting. 
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, December 
13th.  We are seeking like-minded men who are 
interested in joining us.  Please contact Grand 
Knight Adam Parnello council4330kofc@gmail.com 
or call 815-742-7177  
 

Upcoming Events: 
 

 December 13th: Council meeting, 7:00pm in Class-
room A of the Parish Center, Rosary at 6:30pm. 

 

Contact Steve Claus for more information about these 
upcoming events 815-505-7015 



               NOVENA TO OUR LADY 
                OF PERPETUAL HELP 
 

Are you burdened with a problem and 
feel you have nowhere to turn for help?  
The Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help might be the place to find an answer.  
Many prayers have been answered by petitioning the 
Blessed Mother under the title "Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help”.  We meet in the Cry Room of the Church every 
Wednesday at 4:00pm.  Our next meeting is  
Wednesday, December 14th. 

  TRINITY MENTAL HEALTH MINISTRY 
 

Do you or a loved one struggle with 
mental health or substance use 
challenges?  Are you a caregiver for a 
parent or spouse?  Have you lost a 
loved one to suicide?  Are you feeling 
isolated or alone?  Are you feeling overwhelmed 
with whatever life has given you?  Whatever your 
situation, you are not alone!  Trinity Outreach 
welcomes you to join us as we grow in relationship 
with one another and in relationship with our 
merciful Lord.  We welcome you to join us as we 
gather to pray, to confidentially share our sacred 
stories (always optional) and to grow in a fuller 
participation in our Catholic faith life.  We will share 
a tasty snack too! 
 

 Next Meeting: Monday, December 12th 
 Time: 5:30pm-7:30pm 
 Location: Hospitality Room of the Church 
 

For more information, please contact Mary Fuller at 
trinity@stbridgetlovespark.org 
 

Behavioral Health Crisis or Suicide Prevention: Call, 
text, or chat to 988 

ANGEL DUSTERS 

 

Do you enjoy cleaning?  Many hands are needed to 
keep the Church beautiful and clean.  We are in need of 
volunteers to help clean on the following days: 
 

 Weekly on Mondays after the 8:15am Mass 
 Saturday, January 7th, after the 8:15am Mass 
 

There is a need for more help on the Saturday cleaning 
dates.  Meet in the back of Church on those dates if you 
can help.  Questions, call Randy Gulotta 815-262-6840. 

ST. BRIDGET FOOD PANTRY 
 

The next distribution day will be Wednesday, 
December 21st, from 4:00pm until 6:00pm.  Any 
questions, please call Deacon Phil Abel 815-262-1847. 

 

Food Pantry is in need of the following 
items:  canned fruit, canned vegetables, canned 
tomatoes, hamburger helper, boxed pasta, 
cookie mixes, canned tuna/chicken, and cereal.  

 

Please know the recipients of your donations are so 
very grateful.  Your generosity and kindness enables the 
Pantry to help many of those who otherwise might not 
have enough to eat or properly care for themselves. 

WEEKLY COLLECTION INCOME  
FROM DECEMBER 4, 2022 

 

Registered Families                 2,195 
 

Sunday Envelopes  $18,052.00 
O ertory  $1,297.00 
Online  (286) $14,349.71 
 

Total for the week  $33,698.71 

ST. BRIDGET ONLINE GIVING 
 

Do you want to transition away from envelopes and 
contribute electronically?  It is the earth and budget
-friendly way to go!  It saves our Parish money not 
sending monthly envelopes.  Visit our website at 
www.stbridgetlovespark.org and on the home page, 
click on “Giving”.  You will be directed to the St. 
Bridget Online Giving Page, or scan the QR Code to 
go directly to the Giving Page.  Set 
up each way in which you would like 
to contribute.  If you have any ques-
tions or need help, please call Lynn 
at the Parish Office 815-633-6311.  It 
is also fine to continue to receive 
envelopes through the mail. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Bridget lay apostles of Jesus Christ the Returning 
King meets once a month from 6:00pm-7:00pm on 
the third Wednesday of the month in the Hospitality 
Room of the Church.  We will pray the Luminous 
Mysteries of the Rosary, read the monthly message, 
and have discussion.  Our next meeting will be on 
Wednesday, December 21st. If you are interested in 
attending or have any questions, please contact 
Craig Anderson or Jane Gomulka. 
 

  Craig:  815-985-4665 or bananacra@comcast.net 
Jane:  815-543-5013 or jane.gomulka@aol.com 

THE CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP 
 

The Charismatic Prayer Group meets 
every Tuesday in Classroom C of the 
Parish Center from 7:00pm-8:30pm.  
The Charismatic Renewal encour-
ages the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, 

another life changing event of the Holy Spirit.  Our 
next meeting will be on Tuesday, December 13th. 
 

For more information contact Ron Bergman 815-654-
8420 or r-cbergman@att.net  

http://www.stbridgetlovespark.org
mailto:r-cbergman@att.net


L I T U R G Y  S C H E D U L E  

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
 

Monday, December 12th 
 7:00am † Tiry Smith  
 8:15am † Sam Armato ~ 14th Anniversary  
 

Tuesday, December 13th 
 7:00am † Al Ashbridge  
 8:15am † Scott Williams  
 

Wednesday, December 14th 
 7:00am † Richard Bachrodt  
 8:15am † Kevin McNamara  
 

Thursday, December 15th 
    7:00am † Deceased Members of the Robert 
   Rein Family  
 8:15am Dorothy Travis (special intention)  
  

Friday, December 16th 
 7:00am † Deceased Members of the  
   Michael Girard Family  
 8:15am Living & Deceased Members of the 
  Gosdick, Rusin, & Pierce Families 
  (special intention) 
 

Saturday, December 17th 
 7:00am † Joe Morris  
 8:15am Respect Life (special intention)  
 4:30pm † Jacquelyn Kaufman  
 

Sunday, December 18th 
 7:00am Collective Mass 
  † Michael Brown  
  † Nada Filipovic  
  † Maria Reyes  
 8:15am † Robert Weyrauch, Sr. ~ 1st  
   Anniversary  
 10:00am People of St. Bridget  
 11:30am † James Maloney  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2022/2023 MASS INTENTIONS BOOK 
 

Mass Intentions and Flame of Faith Intentions 
are open through May 2023. 

PRIEST MASS SCHEDULE FOR 
DECEMBER 17TH & 18TH 

 

 4:30pm Fr. Aaron Downing 
 7:00am Fr. Jack Reichardt 
 8:15am Msgr. Steve Knox 
 10:00am Msgr. Steve Knox 
 11:30am Fr. Aaron Downing 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 11TH 
 

 Sunday: Is 35:1-6a, 10/Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10/Jas 5:7-10/Mt 11:2-11 
 Monday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Jdt 13:18bcde, 19/Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47 
 Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 and 23/Mt 21:28-32 
 Wednesday: Is 45:6c-8, 18, 21c-25/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14/Lk 7:18b-23 
 Thursday: Is 54:1-10/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a and 13b/Lk 7:24-30 
 Friday: Is 56:1-3a, 6-8/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8/Jn 5:33-36 
 Saturday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17/Mt 1:1-17 
 Next Sunday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [7c, 10b]/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24 

2023 Mass Intentions Guidelines 
 

Mass and Flame of Faith Intentions are now open through 
May 2023 and can be accessed on our website or in 
person.  Mass Intentions are Masses prayed for someone 
and are read during the intercessory prayers at Mass.   
 

Flame of Faith Intentions for the Presence Lamp in the 
Sanctuary and/or Vigil Lights in the Adoration Chapel can 
be requested and burn Sunday through Saturday. 
 

At this time, we are not accepting Intention requests for 
any dates beyond May 2023.  We ask that you do not mail 
lists or checks with requests for future dates as we cannot 
hold them or reserve them in advance. 
 

 Limit of 9 Mass Intentions per year per family.  Of 
the 9 Masses, only two can be Sunday Masses or 1 
Sunday and 1 Holy Day. 

 Only 1 Mass can be prayed for an individual every 21 
days. 

 “COLLECTIVE MASS” can only be for one individual 
(not a couple or family).   

 The donation for each Mass is $12. 

 The donation for the Presence Lamp is $12. 

 The donation for the 4 Vigil Lights is $40. 

 Reserve Intentions via our website, in person, or by 
mail. 

 Payment can be made online, in person, or by mail. 

 All Intention requests are subject to approval by the 
parish. 

 

If you have any questions, please call the Parish O ce at 
815-633-6311. 

FLAME INTENTION 
 

The  Presence Lamp in the Church is  
burning this week for: 

 

Nicholas & Helen Trapani  

FLAME INTENTION 
 

The Vigil Lights in the Adoration  
Chapel are burning this week for: 

 

Michael Murphy  



P A R I S H  D I R E C T O R Y  

BAPTISMS 
A Pre-Baptismal Instruction class is required.  
Call the Parish O ce for details.  
 

MARRIAGES 
Couples planning marriage should contact one 
of the priests at least six months in advance. A 
Diocesan Pre-Marriage Seminar is required. 
 

DEVOTIONS 
NOVENA OF PERPETUAL HELP  
Wednesday Evenings at 4:00pm 
 

FAMILY ROSARY 
Daily   20 minutes before Masses   
Sunday  6:40am before the 7:00am Mass  
  7:55am before the 8:15am Mass 
 

PERPETUAL ADORATION   
Begins on Sunday at 12:30pm and ends 
Saturday at  1:00pm.  Please contact Marcia 
Conaway adoration@stbridgetlovespark.org or 
419-296-8396 for more information. 
 

BULLETIN NOTICES 
Must be in the Parish Office in writing by 
4:00pm Monday. 
 

REGISTRATION IN THE PARISH 
We are thrilled that you would like to be part 
of the St. Bridget family!  To register... 
 

On a computer:   
Go to stbridgetlovespark.org, on the main 
menu, click on “Get Involved” then select 
“Become a Parishioner”.  
 

On a mobile device: 
Go to stbridgetlovespark.org, in the upper right, 
tap on main menu (three bars), click on “Get 
Involved” then select “Become a Parishioner”. 
 

Fill out the editable pdf, save, and email to 
lynnhagedorn@stbridgetlovespark.org or print 
a registration form, fill out, and send to the 
Parish O ce.   
 

If you are not online, you can get a form at the 
Parish O ce.  Please call the Parish O ce 815-
633-6311 if you have any questions. 

Parish Office 815-633-6311 
Parish Office Fax Number 815-633-6314 
 

Parish Staff 
Pastor, Msgr. Steve Knox 
sknox@rockforddiocese.org  
Associate Pastor, Fr. Aaron Downing 
adowning@rockforddiocese.org  
Associate Pastor, Fr. Jack Reichardt 
jreichardt@rockforddiocese.org 
Business Manager, Cindy Godawski 
cgodawski@stbridgetlovespark.org  
Parish Secretary, Lynn Hagedorn 
lynnhagedorn@stbridgetlovespark.org 
Administrative Assistant, Debby Brown 
debbrown@stbridgetlovespark.org  
Director of Youth Ministry, Jake Washington 
jwashington@stbridgetlovespark.org 
High School Youth Ministry, Teresa McMahon 
tmcmahon@stbridgetlovespark.org 
Director of Music Ministry, Dan Walls 
dwalls@stbridgetlovespark.org  
Coordinator of Religious Education, Mary Henson 
mhenson@stbridgetlovespark.org 
 

School Office 815-633-8255 
School Office Fax Number 815-633-5847 
 

Parish School Staff  
Principal, Mary Toldo 
mtoldo@stbridgetlovespark.org  
School Secretary, Betsy Conery 
o ce@stbridgetlovespark.org  
 

Parish Ministries 
Safe Environment Coordinator 
Debby Brown 815-633-6311 
Eucharistic Adoration Coordinator 
Marcia Conaway 419-296-8396 
Homebound Ministry  
LeRoy and Moe Alt  815-765-2019 
Marriage Ministry  
Mark and Barb Peterson 815-282-6642 
Our Lady of Consolation Ministry 
Pam Parnello 815-904-3265 
Julie Rosenbaum 815-871-0513 
Parish Prayer Chain 
Rose Trotter 815-633-6681 
Karen Pflipsen 815-289-6696 
Seasons of Hope Grief Support  
Kay Ethington  k.ethington14@gmail.com 815-621-7117 
St. Bridget Food Pantry 815-877-1664  
St. Vincent de Paul 815-708-7003 
Trinity Outreach Mental Health Ministry 
Mary Fuller trinity@stbridgetlovespark.org 
That Man Is You 
Todd Hughes 815-378-2589 
Joe Corrigan 815-985-8550 
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7302 Rock Valley Pkwy, Loves Park7302 Rock Valley Pkwy, Loves Park

815-885-3900 815-885-3900 
www.Event-Floral.comwww.Event-Floral.com

For All Your Residential & Commercial Needs
20 Years Experience

Lungo’s Plumbing Services
Competitive Rates • Neat & Clean • Courteous

Phil Lungo - Owner
815-703-0827

LIC# 058-158973	  BONDED-INSURED

WE DO IT RIGHT THE 1ST TIME!

Patrick H. Agnew 
Adam H. Agnew 
Alex H. Agnew 

Michelle P. Dumoulin
815-399-3522

Garage Doors, Openers & Springs

Chad Elston      815-645-8269
Serving Rockford & Surrounding Area
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

chad@fcitycommunications.com
CHAD DAVIES

ph: 815.395.1800 cell: 815-494-0732
www.fcitycommunications.com

ALL YOUR COMMUNICATIONS NEEDS
AVAYA & NORTEL BUSINESS PHONE SYSTEMS,
SECURITY CAMERAS, VOICE & DATA CABLING,

ROUTERS & SWITCHES, LOUDSPEAKER PAGING.

Fast Hot Delivery • Carry out • Dine-In• Catering

Loves Park	 Rockford 
815 633-7500	 815 227-5577 
6746 Broadcast Pkwy	 5801 Columbia Pkwy

Bob & JoAnn Baker
7323 North Alpine Road 
Loves Park, Illinois 61111 

(815) 282-4141 
sales@imagesigns.com

Valli Produce
International Market

$1 off per $10 purchase

1 coupon per person

Valli Produce - Loves Park
6550 N Alpine Road

(815) 639-0735

 Mark Buckner	 mark@rockfordheating.com 
www.rockfordheating.com

1618 Magnolia St., Rockford, IL 61104 
Ph: 815-965-9494   Fax: 815-965-4324

Collision Repair, Refinishing & Accessories 
All Makes & Models • Foreign & Domestic

Matt Trotter, Parishioner
(815) 877-1190 

2181 Harlem Rd, Loves Park

Helping Restore Illinois for over 50 years

Water •• Wind •• Fire •• Interior •• Exterior •• Roofing •• Siding

Tony Foti & Family  
~ Parishioners ~

(815) 520-9653

 
Ed Grondzki, Joshua Dockins,  

Stephanie Duchow
Contact Us and Let Our Team  

Help You With All Your Tax  
and Bookkeeping Needs.

www.northparktax.com          815-216-4979 
7216 N. Alpine Rd. • Loves Park, IL 61111

CLARK FROST ZUCCHI
Attorneys At Law

7320 N. Alpine Road | 815.962.6144
PARISH MEMBERS | CLARKFROST.com

Investment and Insurance Products:
NOT FDIC Insured        NO Bank Gaurantee        MAY Lose Value

Wells Fargo Advisor is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank
affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company © 2020 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. All rights reserved. CAR-1221-03944 IHA-6827053

Zachary Buchanan, CFP®

Financial Advisor

Direct: 815-921-0575
zachary.j.buchanan@wfadvisors.com

Richard Hernandez

Serving Loves Park, Rockford & Machesney Park           Parishioner

WHY 1-800 WHEN YOU CAN 815?   
Schedule your FREE Medicare insurance review today.
Honest, Expert, Client Focused Insurance Advice

Cindy Costello, Insurance Broker/Medicare Translator 

(815) 262-1413 | cindy@medicare411co.com 
5192 Harrison Ave. • RockfordParishioner

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Ed Bachner

 
ebachner@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x2543
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DAVID URBELIS AGENCY, INC. 
Parishioner

5921 Forest Hills Rd. • Loves Park 
(Corner Forest Hills & River Ln.)

durbelis@amfam.com	 877-5441

Electrical and General Contractors. 
Residential, Commercial,  

and Industrial
815-378-7905

ST. BRIDGET PARISHIONERS

Cameron  
McGroarty 

Contracting

Residential & Commercial 
Cleaning

815-636-2676
Free Estimates

1736 E. Riverside Blvd., Loves Park
www.cleanchoicecleaning.biz

Complete Auto Repair
Tim & Peggy Javurek 

Parishioners
3427 East State & Fairview
Make appointment today!

(815) 399-2886 • tjsautocenter.com

Gaby Johnson 
Hablo Español, Parishioner

Cell: (815) 985-7486 
6277 E. Riverside, Rockford 
www.dickersonnieman.com

For all your families insurance needs…
Chris Shields 
Agent • Parishioner 
7700 N Second St., Machesney Park, IL 
Bus 815-637-1111 • Cell 815-519-9689 
chris@shieldsagency.com

A FAMILY BUSINESS SERVING THE PARISH SINCE 1949

401 River Lane, Loves Park, IL 61111
www.delehantyfh.com� 815-633-6010

Professional Landscape Design & Installation
Residential • Commercial

• Mowing-Trimming-Edging–Dry Granular Fertilization 
• Silt-Seeding-Core Aeration-Pruning-Mulching 
• Seasonal Maintenance Contracts-Snow Plowing 
• Specimen Quality Evergreens, Trees & Shrubs 
• Lawn & Landscape Rejuvenations 
• Retaining Wall & Patio Construction 
• Sod, Seeding, Finish Grading
FREE ESTIMATES� 815-885-1776 • FAX 815-885-1779

RESTAURANT & PIZZA 
Italian & American Food 

• Pizza & Pasta 
• Steaks - Seafood - Ribs 
• Poorboys - Sandwiches 

Dine In - Carry Out - Delivery 
5800 N. 2nd St. 

Loves Park 
(815) 633-5000 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

(815) 986-0950 
https://murphyspubandgrillrockford.com

FIND US ON: 

510 S. Perryville Rd. • Rockford, IL 61108

ORDER ONLINE AT: 

or come Dine in to  get our Daily Specials!

Fast, Friendly, Professional Service

815-964-0834815-964-0834

Light, Medium & Heavy Duty

24 Hour

Towing • Emergency Lockouts
•Tire changes • Gas deliveries

Light, Medium & Heavy Duty

110% Low Prices Guaranteed
Parish Member

  326 N. Alpine	 399-4422

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Ed Bachner

 
ebachner@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x2543

Matt Janowski 
Owner
Residential & Commercial Remodeling 
mjanowski@connectedconstruction.org 

847-651-1530 
2504 Oakridge Lane 
Rockford, IL 61107


