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PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

 

Monday-Thursday  8:30am-4:00pm  

 (closed noon to 1:00pm) 

 

Friday  8:30am-Noon 

 

parish@stbridgetlovespark.org 

 

Call the Parish Office to:  Register as a New Parishioner, 

Schedule a Baptism, or Schedule a Wedding 

Please call at least six months before your wedding. 

 

You may also register as a new parishioner on 

the parish website. 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Saturday 4:30pm 

Sunday 7:00am, 8:15am 10:00am, 

 11:30am 

Daily Mass 

Monday-Saturday 7:00am, 8:15am  

 

LIVESTREAM 

Monday-Saturday  8:15am 

Sunday  10:00am 

 

CONFESSION SCHEDULE 

Wednesday 7:30am-8:00am 

Saturday  8:45am-9:45am 

 3:30pm-4:15pm 

Sunday 9:15am-9:45am 

 

PARISH CLERGY 

Reverend Msgr Steve Knox - Pastor 

sknox@rockforddiocese.org 

Reverend Sean Grismer - Associate Pastor 

frgrismer@gmail.com  

Reverend Aaron Downing - Associate Pastor 

adowning@rockforddiocese.org 

Deacons 

Philip Abel, William Riseley, John Gibson 

WANT TO CONNECT TO A LIVESTREAM? 

 

Connect through… 

 

 Website (www.stbridgetlovespark.org) 

  Click on “View Livestream” 

 

 YouTube search St Bridget Church 

 

 Facebook watch livestream through our Face

   book page 

August 8, 2021 
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FROM THE DESK OF MSGR. STEVE KNOX 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

       Eucharist: The Real Presence of Jesus  

 

 The last few Sundays, we have been reading from the Bread of Life discourse in the 

Gospel of John.  In today’s Gospel, Jesus proclaims, “I am the living bread that came down 

from heaven; whoever eats this bread will live forever; and the bread I will give is my flesh 

for the life of the world.” (John 6:51).  Jesus laid down His life for us on the Cross, so that we 

could know the possibility of eternal life.  Divine love is powerfully revealed whenever we 

gather for Mass and receive the Eucharist.  Out of love for us, the Lord desires to nourish us 

with His presence, so that we can be strengthened as His disciples. 

 

 At the last supper, Jesus instituted the Eucharist and gave to the Church this great gift.  What we receive 

when we gather for Mass is not an ordinary piece of bread.  It is not just a symbol connected with the Lord or a sign 

of unity.  Through the consecration, ordinary elements of bread and wine are sacramentally transformed into the 

Body and Blood of our Risen Lord.  “Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him 

on the last day.  For my flesh is true food, and my blood is real drink.” (John 6:54-55)   The outward appearances of 

bread and wine remain, but the substance is transformed into the Body and Blood of our Risen Lord.  That is the 

gift that has been given to us by Jesus and this has been the teaching of the Church from the very beginning. 

 

 In addition to being able to receive Jesus into ourselves, we are also able to worship Him and spend time 

with Him in Eucharistic Adoration.  When I was going through the seminary in the late 1980s, Eucharistic Adoration 

was not present in many parishes and seminaries.  Over the last couple of decades, this practice and devotion has 

made a great comeback and is now common at many parishes and all seminaries.  In the Rockford Diocese, there 

are now many parishes that have Adoration Chapels or designated times for adoration in their churches.  Our Ado-

ration Chapel is a very special place that allows those who are present to be with Jesus and to receive from Him the 

graces they need.  It is not that we always “feel” that presence, but our God is a faithful God and He will always give 

us what we need to grow in our faith and to be strengthened as His disciples for the long haul. 

 

 Many who are in the Adoration Chapel are scheduled “adorers”, which means they have committed to 

be in adoration for a particular hour.  We always need to have at least one person in the Chapel which is why 

people sign up for particular hours, especially the overnight hours.  Many people are not scheduled and stop 

by the Chapel to pray at all hours of the day and into the evening.  The Chapel doors are locked at 8:00pm each 

evening.   Those who are scheduled for overnight hours have a key to gain access to the Chapel. 

 

 When the pandemic hit 17 months ago, it had an impact on our Adoration Chapel.  Some of our regular 

adorers needed to discontinue because of their age or health condition.  While we now have many people back 

in adoration, we could still use more scheduled adorers.  Please take a look at the information underneath this 

column.  If you have never been a regular adorer, I would suggest giving it a try.  The Lord always responds to 

our generosity by bringing blessings into our lives! 

 

 

In Christ, 

 

Msgr. Steve Knox 

IN THE PRESENCE OF OUR LORD - EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

 

The greatest gift God gives us is Himself, and Adoration is another way for us to recognize that gift outside of 

receiving the Eucharist at Mass.  Adoration is not necessarily about what we will get out of it.  Yes, the graces 

bestowed by God help us grow in holiness, but the primary purpose of Adoration is right there in the name to 

adore the One present to us in the Eucharist. 

 

This coming fall, we will be having an appeal to look for additional adorers that will commit to a scheduled hour 

once a week.  Our hope is to have at least two adorers every hour.  If you have never spent time in Adoration, 

maybe now is the time.  Consider stopping by the Adoration Chapel for 15 minutes anytime during your day. 

You don’t actually have to do anything.  Just rest and be present.  Just receive the gift. 

 

Our Adoration Chapel is located behind the sanctuary of the Church.  Parking is available outside of the Chapel. 

Our hours are Sunday beginning at 12:30pm until Saturday at 1:00pm.  The doors are open to the public at 

6:00am and close at 8:00pm. 

 

If you are interested in signing up for an hour of Adoration or just need more information please contact Rita 

Araoz at 815-277-7118 or Rita@DrRobertKohn.com. 



AUGUST DISCIPLESHIP NIGHTS 

“Saint Bridget of Ireland: Our Patron Saint” 

 

Wednesday, August 11th - 7:00pm-8:00pm in the Church or Livestream  

 

Presented by Fr. Sean Grismer & Fr. Aaron Downing 

 

Fr. Grismer and Fr. Downing will be doing a special presentation on St. Bridget 

of Ireland who is our patron saint.  They will also be sharing some of the early 

history of our parish.  Our first pastor Fr. Raymond Gordon and those first 

parishioners experienced many challenges as St. Bridget came into existence! 

ST. BRIDGET CATHOLIC CHURCH 75TH ANNIVERSARY PRAYER 

 

Almighty and Loving Father, we come to you on this 75th Anniversary of our parish 

with grateful hearts. We thank you for allowing this parish to be home to so many 

over the years. We give you thanks for our founding members both living and 

deceased, most especially for the life and witness of Fr. Gordon, our first pastor. 

We thank you for all the priests, deacons, sisters, and faithful who have been part 

of this parish. Heavenly Father, we thank you for your faithfulness to us throughout 

these 75 years. As we gather to give thanks for God's blessings, we ask that you 

keep each of us and this parish united in the bond of your love. From there give to 

us the grace to bring the joy-filled Gospel of Christ to all people that they may come 

to believe in the Truth of Jesus Christ, His teachings and His Church, and thereby 

become His disciples. Through the intercession of Mary our Mother and our 

patroness St. Bridget, we ask your blessing on our parish and its members. We 

pray this through Jesus Christ your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, God forever and ever. Amen.  

ST. BRIDGET PARISH VIDEO 

 

Be on the lookout! St. Bridget is 

creating a 75th Anniversary video! 

Hosting a number of our  

parishioners and sharing the story 

and their stories of the parish, this 

video will be first shown at the 

Anniversary Outdoor 

Celebration on August 15th.  We 

are excited to have you watch this 

video commemorating our 

wonderful parish which is home to 

so many.  After the celebration, it 

will be posted on our website, 

YouTube, and Facebook. 

CAKEWALK BAKERS 

NEEDED! 

 

We need cookies, brownies, 

and dessert bars.  The items 

can be dropped off at the 

kitchen of Parish Center on 

Saturday, August 14th, from 

10:00am - 4:00pm.  Items do 

not need to be individually 

wrapped. Thank you! 

Events August 15th 

 

11:30am Mass 

with Bishop Malloy 

Livestream available 

 

12:45pm - 4:00pm  

75th Anniversary  

Celebration behind 

the school 

 

1:00 - 3:30pm  

Live Entertainment by 

“Three Good Men” 

FOOD TRUCKS 

 

Three food trucks:  Olivo 

Taco, Savor BBQ, and 

Veebo’s Woodfire Grill, will 

be part of our day, and 

they will have meals and 

beverages available for 

purchase.   We will have 

ice cream available for 

everyone! 

SIGN UP  

 

Sign up to attend the 

outdoor celebration to 

help us get a count of how 

many will attending.  There 

is a SignUpGenius link 

available on our website 

or call the Parish Office  

815-633-6311. 



WELCOME TO THE FAMILY FAITH FORMATION RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM! 

 

The Religious Education program at St. Bridget seeks to be attentive to the spiritual formation of all members of the 

family.  Our Catholic tradition goes all the way back to Jesus.  We seek to impart the teachings of Jesus and our 

Church to the young people of our parish.  This will be a team effort.  The priests of the parish will be very involved 

along with our Coordinator of Religious Education, catechists,  aides, and in a very important way the parents of the 

children.  We welcome you to Family Faith Formation, and we look forward to making this journey together.  When 

Jesus is at the center of our lives and our families, we gain strength to put our faith into practice in daily life! 

 

What does the Family Faith Formation Religious Education Program look like? 

�� It is a parish-based program that enriches the faith of the entire family. 

��We use excellent faith formation materials, “Alive in Christ”, produced by Our Sunday Visitor. 

��Twice a month, grades Pre-K through 7th Grade will come to the parish.  We’ll gather together in the Par-

ish Center and then the children will go to their faith formation class with their catechist to their individual 

classrooms. 

��Once a month, parents will remain in the Parish Center to receive a faith formation teaching from one of 

the priests while the children are participating in their classrooms.  What the priests share will be con-

nected to what the children are learning. 

��Once a month, parents will do a home lesson with their child.  This 30-45 minute home lesson gives you 

the flexibility to complete this lesson in your home at your own convenience. 

��Seasonal activities will be an opportunity to bring all families together.  Activities can include family adora-

tion, the Sacrament of Reconciliation, a Family Living Rosary, or prayer experiences. 

 

Why Family Faith Formation Religious Education Program? 

��Studies show that parents are the MOST IMPORTANT element in a child’s faith life.  That is why the 

Church asks parents at their child’s Baptism to accept the responsibility of raising their child in the prac-

tice of the faith.  Family Faith Formation is designed to give you the tools and confidence to live that 

promise. 

��Family Faith Formation will allow parents to experience community in the parish, find support among oth-

er Catholic parents, and grow in their own faith along with their children. 

��The program will be on Sunday mornings from 8:30-9:45am and will allow families to participate in the 

10:00am Sunday Mass. 

 

How do I Register for Family Faith Formation? 

��Visit our website https://www.stbridgetlovespark.org/ and click on the “Youth Formation” button to access 

the online family registration form to fill out. You can also register your child for sacrament preparation - 

Baptism, First Communion, and Youth Confirmation - on this form. 

 

How do I Make Payment for Family Faith Formation & Sacrament Registration? 

��The online registration form will also accept online payment. Follow directions on the form if other pay-

ment options are needed. 

 

Questions? 

��Contact Mary Henson at 815-633-6311 or mhenson@stbridgetlovespark.org 

SIGN UP NOW FOR CONFIRMATION! 

 

We are looking forward to walking with you as your child’s life is enriched by the gift of the Holy Spirit through 

Confirmation!  We invite students in 8th Grade to join our formation classes.  If you have a child in High 

School who has not yet received the sacrament of Confirmation, we want them to join as well!  If you would 

like to register your child, please fill out the online registration form.  We are happy to answer any questions 

you may have. 

 

For program questions, contact Fr. Aaron Downing at:  815-633-6311 or email adowning@rockforddiocese.org  



             INTERESTED IN BECOMING CATHOLIC? 

 

In a society that offers options for everything, we know that even choosing 

which religion to follow can be difficult.  We want to offer you the opportunity to 

discover the Truth in Catholicism.  We offer classes called RCIA (Rite of Christian 

Initiation for Adults) geared at helping people in their discernment of the Catho-

lic Faith.  These classes are for: 

 

�� You who have thought about joining the Catholic Church 

�� You who are unbaptized but feel a call within you to draw closer to God 

�� You who were raised in a Protestant tradition and now feel drawn toward Catholicism 

�� You who are baptized Catholic but never received First Communion or Confirmation 

�� You who have received baptism and Communion in the Catholic Church but not Confirmation 

 

If you are interested in joining or would simply like more information, we would love to walk with you!  

Please contact Fr. Grismer at 815-633-6311 or frgrismer@gmail.com 

   Built on Rock: 

 

A Young Adult Series 

          (Ages 18-35) 

 

 St. Bridget Parish Center 

 

“Built on Rock” will take place at 

St. Bridget Parish Center.  Our 

goal is to bring young adults together to build up 

their faith and their relationship with the 

Church.  The evenings will feature a great talk, 

conversation, and fellowship.  The atmosphere 

will be casual with some light snacks provid-

ed.  For more information, contact Fr. Grismer at 

frgrismer@gmail.com 

 

Tuesday, August 10, 6:30-8:00pm  “Yes, that Really 

Happened.  Now What?” - Fr. James Linkenheld 

 

Fr. Linkenheld will share how diving into the ques-

tions raised in us by the pandemic, and not shying 

away from them, can lead us into a more dynamic 

and exciting relationship with God. 

Dear Parishioners,    

   

        It has been a busy summer around the school!  The remodel project is nearly finished.  

This will create a second preschool space, an upgraded area for our nurses (who have 

been operating out of a storage closet for years) and three additional hallway bath-

rooms.  The reconfiguration of existing spaces is impressive and beautiful and we can’t 

wait to show you the results.  

 

       Our enrollment for the fall is up by nearly 60 students.  We are so grateful for contin-

ued vibrancy in our parish and school.  This increase includes many new families and some of our previ-

ous families whose children will return after a year away during the covid pandemic.  

 

 We have added several new staff members including our school secretary; Betsy Conery, two pre-

school teachers; Lara Kassel and Joan Schutz, 4th Grade teacher Angie Burnett; 6th Grade teacher 

Stephanie Schuck, and Holly Johnson who is returning to teach 3rd Grade.  We are blessed to have these 

dedicated, experienced, faith filled individuals join our school community. 

  

 Thank you once again for your ongoing support of our school, whether financially or through pray-

ers, for our continued success in growing our precious faith through Catholic education. 

 

God bless, 

 

Mary Toldo - Principal 



 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Bridget lay apostles of Jesus Christ the Returning 

King meets once a month from 6:00-7:00pm on the 

third Wednesday of the month in the Hospitality 

Room of the Church.  We will pray the Luminous 

Mysteries of the Rosary, read the monthly message, 

and have discussion.  Our first meeting will be on 

Wednesday, August 21st.  If you are interested in 

attending or have any question, please contact 

Craig Anderson or Jane Gomulka. 

Craig:  815-985-4665 or  bananacra@comcast.net 

Jane:  815-543-5013 or jane.gomulka@aol.com 

RESPECT LIFE MINISTRY  

 

Live the Gospel of Life 

 

During the month of August, we will be praying for 

the end of abortion as the Supreme Court will be 

hearing a very significant case in October. 

 

Respect Life Mass – Saturday, August 21st, at 

8:15am.  Respect Life Rosary will be prayed before 

the Mass. 

 

Respect Life Rosary Intention for August – Friday, 

August 27th, will be the 24 Hour Rosary.  This is the 

Feast Day of Saint Monica.  Monica prayed for over 

15 years for the conversion of Saint Augustine.  May 

we continue to pray for the end of abortion in the 

United States.  It has been 48 years too long.  Sign up 

will begin Tuesday, August 17th, in the Church nar-

thex and continue until August 23rd. 

 

Save the Date – Saturday, September 18th – Memo-

rial to the Unborn at Calvary Cemetery.  Details to 

follow next month  

   

Contact Shirley Poole at 815-654-9416 for all Respect 

Life information. 

 

“A baby crying during Mass is a blessing.” 

SEASONS OF HOPE  

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 

 

Are you grieving the loss of a loved one?  Please 

come to this Christ-centered series where we seek to 

find hope in the midst of sorrow.  Anyone in the 

Greater Rockford Area who is mourning the loss of a 

loved one is encouraged to attend and invited to 

bring a guest.  Please join us.   

 

     Next Meeting:  Monday, August 9th 

     Time:  5:30pm - 6:30pm 

     Location: Hospitality Room of Church 

 

Our sessions will involve meditation on Sacred Scrip-

ture, grounded in our Catholic faith, and no-pressure 

group discussion.  Bring your Bible.  For more infor-

mation or to let us know that you would like to at-

tend, please contact Kay Ethington 815-621-7117 or 

email k.ethington14@gmail.com  

 

Future meeting dates:  8/23, 9/13, 9/27, 10/18, 10/25, 

11/1, 11/15, 12/6, 12/20 

Is 2021 the year in which you and your spouse cele-

brate your 25th, 50th, 55th, 60th, 65th, 70th, or more 

wedding anniversary?  Bishop Malloy and the Life & 

Family Evangelization Office would like to celebrate 

this milestone with you.  Couples celebrating the 

milestone wedding anniversaries of 25, 50, 55, 60, 65, 

70, or more years in 2021 are invited to a special 

Mass in their honor at St. Mary Parish in Huntley, IL, 

on Sunday, August 22nd, at 2:30pm celebrated by 

Bishop David J. Malloy.  A cake and punch reception 

will immediately follow.  The Life & Family Evangeliza-

tion Office welcomes your registration by phone 815-

399-4300 or online at www.rockforddiocese.org/

anniversary by August 10th.  Commemorative certifi-

cates to mark this special occasion will be available 

for those who pre-register for this event. 

SILVER & GOLD WEDDING 

ANNIVERSARY MASS 

  AUGUST 8TH - NINETEENTH 

 SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME: 

 

In this Gospel, the love that Jesus 

reveals through the symbol of bread 

is: self-giving, sacrificial, healing, for-

giving, in solidarity with the weak, confident in 

the power of God. 

 

During the hot summer months many of the elderly, 

especially those who are sick, are not able to find 

relief from the heat. Please help the Society of St. 

Vincent de Paul to bring respite and hope to them. 

This engaging 5-part series explores the pro-

found suffering and grief caused by the global 

pandemic through the lens of Lourdes and ex-

plores how to find hope, leading to restorative 

physical, emotional and spiritual healing.  Featur-

ing, Father Sean Grismer, the series airs on EWTN 

August 9th–13th at 4:30pm.  Re-airs August 10th-

14th at 1:30am. Preview at lourdesvolun-

teers.org/lourdes-lessons-pandemic-series 

���������	
����
���



DIVORCED AND HEALING 

 

Divorced and Healing is an open and ongoing support 

group that helps individuals cope and heal from di-

vorce and separation.  Speakers and faith sharing are 

offered throughout the year.  Whether recently di-

vorced or 20+ years out, this group is for you. 

 

 Next Meeting:  Wednesday, August 18th 

 Time:  6:30pm - 8:00pm 

 Location:  Classroom A in Parish Center 

 

Please call Rita at 815-277-7118 or Len at 815-654-9727 

with any concern you may have.  We are always happy to 

talk with you.  Stay healthy!  God Bless!  

 

Future Meeting Dates:  9/1, 9/15, 9/29, 10/13,10/27, 11/10, 

11/24, 12/8, 12/22, 1/5, 1/19 

ST. BRIDGET FOOD PANTRY 

 

The next distribution day will be Wednesday, August 

18th,  from 4:00pm until 6:00pm.  Any questions, 

please call Deacon Phil Abel at 815-262-1847. 

 

Food Pantry is in need of the following items:  canned 

fruit, ravioli, canned tomatoes, pasta, and hand 

soap.  All your donations are greatly appreciated! 

 

Please know the recipients of your donations are so 

very grateful.  Your generosity and kindness enables 

the Pantry to help many of those who otherwise 

might not have enough to eat or properly care for 

themselves.  God bless you!  

            NOVENA TO OUR LADY 

              OF PERPETUAL HELP 

 

Are you burdened with a problem and 

feel you have nowhere to turn for help?  

The Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual 

Help might be the place to find an an-

swer.  Many prayers have been an-

swered by petitioning the Blessed Mother under the 

title "Our Lady of Perpetual Help”.  We will meet in 

the Cry Room of the Church every Wednesday at 

5:30pm.  Our next meeting is August 11th. 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Bridget Knights of Columbus, Council 4330 is part of 

the world’s largest Catholic Fraternal Organization.  

Our purpose is to serve St. Bridget’s families, Seminari-

ans, and our community.  Our meeting will be on the 

second Tuesday of the month from 6:30pm – 9:00pm.  

Our next meeting will be Tuesday, August 10th. 

 

We are seeking like-minded men who are interested 

in joining us.  Please contact Grand Knight, Martin 

Reyes, at Council4330KofC@gmail.com  or call 815-

988-2734. 

SAINT RITA CHAPLET 

 

We will now be praying the Chaplet to St. Rita of Cascia 

every Thursday.  Our next meeting is Thursday, Au-

gust 12th.  We meet in the Cry Room of the Church 

after the 8:15am Mass.  Rosaries, Chaplet Copies, and 

Prayer Cards will be available in the Narthex.   

 

The intercession of this blessed saint of the most 

hopeless and impossible cases would be a tremen-

dous aid not only in our personal situations, but 

even more so on a global level. 

 

For any questions, contact Sid Papini at 815-985-

3404 or email papini72@aol.com 

 

“No problem is too small to bring to Saint Rita.  She will draw 

you close to the Heart of Jesus, and she will not fail you!” 

ANGEL DUSTERS 

 

Angel Dusters needs volunteers to help clean the 

Church!  Many hands are needed to keep our 

Church beautiful and safe!  We are also looking for 

help on Mondays after the 8:15am Mass. 

 

If you have any questions, call Randy Gulotta at 815-

262-6840 or just drop in after Mass. 

FRIDAY EVENING ROSARY AND ADORATION 

 

Each Friday evening from 7:00pm-7:45pm, we pray 

the Rosary in the Church with Eucharistic Adoration.  

The gathering is also livestreamed. The evening is led 

by our priests.  This evening allow us to connect with 

the Lord in a special way and be led into deeper spir-

itual waters through Adoration, the Rosary, and up-

lifting, prayerful music.  We all need peace of mind 

and peace of heart so please consider joining us.   

THE CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP 

 

The Charismatic Prayer Group meets 

every Tuesday in Classroom C of the Par-

ish Center from 7:00pm-8:30pm.  The 

Charismatic Renewal encourages the Baptism of the 

Holy Spirit, another life changing event of the Holy 

Spirit.  We invite you to join us.  Our next meeting 

will be on Tuesday, August 10th. 

 

For more information contact Ron Bergman by phone 

at 815-654-8420 or email at r-cbergman@att.net 

ST. BRIDGET SENIORS 

 

ATTENTION SENIORS (65 & older) - Come join our 

monthly potlucks luncheons!  Come eat and socialize 

with other seniors of our parish.  Our potlucks hap-

pen on the first Tuesday of every month at noon in 

Mitchell Hall of the Parish Center.  Each month we 

have a different theme.  Watch the bulletin for next 

month’s theme and don't forget to bring a dish to 

pass and your own table service (plates, silverware, 

and napkins).  

 

Hope to see you Tuesday, September 7th.  Any ques-

tions, call Sandi 815- 633-0728.  



    ADORATION CHAPEL 

 

We are in need of additional adorers to 

fill our schedule.  The hours that are 

currently open are: 

 

 Tuesday  11:00am-12:00pm 

 Tuesday   6:00pm- 7:00pm 

 Thursday 2:00am- 3:00am 

 

If you cannot commit to an hour every 

week, consider filling in as a substitute adorer.  You 

would receive emails when an opening becomes 

available and fill in as you can.   

 

If you have any questions or to sign up, please 

contact or text Rita at 815-277-7118 or email her 

at Rita@DrRobertKohn.com 

ST. BRIDGET ONLINE GIVING 

 

Do you want to transition away from envelopes and 

contribute electronically?  It is the earth and budget 

friendly way to go!  It saves our Parish money not 

sending monthly envelopes.  Visit our website at 

www.stbridgetlovespark.org and on the home page, 

click on “Giving”.  You will be directed to the St. Brid-

get Online Giving Page.  Set up each way in which 

you would like to contribute.  If you have any ques-

tions or need help, please call Lynn at the Parish 

Office at 815-633-6311. It is also fine to continue to 

receive envelopes through the mail. 

PROJECT RACHEL:  

POST-ABORTION HEALING MINISTRY 

 

All inquires are confidential.  Peace starts here! 

815-387-3379  ~  www.hopeafterabortion.com  

projectrachelrockford@gmail.com 

WEEKLY COLLECTION INCOME  

FOR AUGUST 1, 2021 

 

Registered Families                 2,167 

 

Sunday Envelopes  $11,330.00 

Offertory  $604.28 

Online  (254) $11,247.50 

 

Total for the week  $23,181.78 

WOMEN OF THE YEAR BANQUET  

~SAVE THE DATE~ 

 

Rockford Deanery Council of Catholic Women are 

pleased to announce that our banquet honoring the 

2020 Rockford Deanery, Women of Inspiration, with 

Bishop David J. Malloy is Sunday, November 7, 2021, 

at Franchesco’s Ristorante.  

 

Due to very limited seating at the event, it is suggest-

ed if parishes have not already honored their 2020 

Woman of the Year, they hold a parish recognition so 

more can attend.  More information on the Banquet 

will be forthcoming. 

POSITION OPENING 

Emergency Assistance Caseworker    

 

Catholic Charities – Diocese of Rockford seeks a part

-time employee for the Emergency Assistance Pro-

gram in the Belvidere office. The Emergency Assis-

tance Caseworker will respond to individuals who 

are seeking assistance, complete applications and 

submit disbursement requests.  The caseworker will 

also provide appropriate resources and referrals to 

callers.   

 

For more information regarding this position, please 

email Amber Emmert, Emergency Assistance Super-

visor, at aemmert@rockforddiocese.org 

                        MARY’S CORNER 

 

Our spiritual journey should be for all of 

our lives.  We must always continue in 

our journey to grow closer to Our Lord.  

When we come upon a stumbling block, 

let us pray to Our Lady.  She will take us 

by the hand and lead us back to the correct path. 

GIFT OF SELF: 

Marriage Preparation Hybrid Seminar 

 

The Life and Family Evangelization Office will be host-

ing a Gift of Self: Marriage Preparation Hybrid Semi-

nar near your area, on Saturday, August 28, 2021. 

We will be at Bishop Lane Retreat Cen-

ter. Registration will close on Friday, August 13th. If 

any couples preparing for marriage are interested in 

attending this seminar, please encourage them to 

register on www.rockforddiocese.org/life  Alterna-

tively, couples may still select to complete marriage 

preparation online. 

 

"The love of husband and wife is the force that welds  

society together."       ~ St. John Chrysostom 

          NURSES, ACTIVE OR RETIRED 

 

This summer a peer of mine has been 

working on a project in which I am a 

part of and is just about ready to be im-

plemented.  It is called Nurse Honor 

Guard.  Our mission is to honor our fellow deceased 

nurses.  We, as nurses, can attend a funeral, visita-

tion, or graveside service presenting a tribute to our 

colleague.  This tribute is absolutely beautiful and is 

very comforting to the family. 

 

Our web page is now live, and you can check it out 

for a better explanation at fcnursehonorguard.com 

Our chapter is called Forest City Nurse Honor Guard. 

We would love to have you join us in this mission. 

There will be an orientation soon that will tell it all.  If 

you think you might be interested, please message 

me!  A separate Facebook page will be set up soon. 

We will honor each deceased nurse on both sites. 

 

For more information contact Karen Gugliuzza at 

kgug401@gmail.com or 815-964-0292 

 

"Yesterday. Today. Thank you for being a Nurse."  



L I T U R G Y  S C H E D U L E  

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 

 

Monday, August 9th 

7:00am The Deceased Members of the Grady & 

 Johnston Families 

8:15am Sarah Armato 

 

Tuesday, August 10th 

7:00am Dorothy Verstynen 

8:15am Chris Thomas 

 

Wednesday, August 11th 

7:00am Bonnie Hooper 

8:15am Glenn Trotter 

 

Thursday, August 12th 

7:00am Patricia Norten 

8:15am Shirley Bauer 

 

Friday, August 13th 

7:00am The Poor Souls in Purgatory 

8:15am Bonnie Hooper 

 

Saturday, August 14th 

7:00am Raymond Humpal 

8:15am Kathleen Schutz 

4:30pm Reverend Leonard Kruzel ~ Mass of 

 Thanksgiving 

 

Sunday, August 15th 

7:00am The Deceased Members of the Tully & 

 Lister Families 

8:15am Bill Brenner 

10:00am People of St. Bridget 

11:30am Jim Tully ~ 3rd Anniversary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CROATIAN MASS 

1st Sunday of the month at 3:30pm  

 

DEAF APOSTOLATE INTERPRETED MASS 

Sundays at 10:00am 

 

PRIEST MASS SCHEDULE FOR 

AUGUST 14TH AND 15TH 

 

4:30pm Fr. Sean Grismer 

7:00am Fr. Aaron Downing 

8:15am Fr. Sean Grismer 

10:00am Msgr. Steve Knox 

11:30am Bishop and Priests 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 8TH 

 

 Sunday:  1 Kgs 19:4-8/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [9a]/Eph 4:30—5:2/Jn 6:41-51  

 

 Monday:  Dt 10:12-22/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20 [12a]/Mt 17:22-27  

 

 Tuesday:  2 Cor 9:6-10/Ps 112:1-2, 5-6, 7-8, 9 [5]/Jn 12:24-26  

 

 Wednesday: Dt 34:1-12/Ps 66:1-3a, 5 and 8, 16-17 [cf. 20a and 10b]/Mt 18:15-20  

 

 Thursday:  Jos 3:7-10a, 11, 13-17/Ps 114:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Mt 18:21—19:1  

 

 Friday:  Jos 24:1-13/Ps 136:1-3, 16-18, 21-22 and 24/Mt 19:3-12  

 

 Saturday:  Jos 24:14-29/Ps 16:1-2a, and 5, 7-8, 11 [cf. 5a]/Mt 19:13-15  

 

 Next Sunday: Vigil: 1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2/Ps 132:6-7, 9-10, 13-14 [8]/1 Cor 15:54b-57/Lk 11:27-28 

  Day: Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Ps 45:10, 11, 12, 16 [10bc]/1 Cor 15:20-27/Lk 1:39-56 

WITH SYMPATHY 

 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of 

 

Marge Hevrin 

BAPTISMS 

 

Please welcome into our Catholic Community the  

following who received the Sacrament of Baptism: 

 

Emma Mordan 

 

Paityn Mordan 

The  Presence Lamp in the 

Church and the candles in the 

Adoration Chapel are burning 

this week for: 

 

Rose “Barb” Weyrauch 

2022 INTENTIONS GUIDELINES 

 

Mass and Flame of Faith Intentions are now open through 

June 2022 and can be accessed on our website or in per-

son.  Mass Intentions are Masses prayed for someone and 

are read during the intercessory prayers at Mass.  Flame 

of Faith Intentions are for the Presence Lamp in the Sanc-

tuary and the Vigil Lights in the Adoration Chapel. These 

burn starting on a Sunday through Saturday for someone. 

 

��Limit of 8 Mass Intentions per year per family.  Of 

the 8 Masses, only two can be Sunday Masses or 1 Sun-

day and 1 Holy Day. 

��The donation for each Mass will be $12. 

��The donation for the Presence Lamp will be $12. 

��The donation for the 4 Vigil Lights will be $40. 

��Reserve Intentions via our website, in person, or by mail. 

��Payment for Intentions can be made online, in person, 

or by mail. 

��All Intention requests are subject to approval by the 

parish. 

 

Please give call the Parish Office if you have any ques-

tions at 815-633-6311. 



P A R I S H  D I R E C T O R Y  

BAPTISMS 

A Pre-Baptismal Instruction class is required.  

Call the Parish Office for a reservation.  

 

MARRIAGES 

Couples planning marriage should contact one 

of the priests at least six months in advance. A 

Diocesan Pre-Marriage Seminar is required. 

 

DEVOTIONS 

NOVENA OF PERPETUAL HELP  

Postponed until further notice 

 

FAMILY ROSARY 

Daily   20 minutes before Masses   

Sunday  6:40am before the 7:00am Mass  

  7:55am before the 8:15am Mass 

 

PERPETUAL ADORATION   

Begins on Sunday at 12:30pm and ends 

Saturday at  1:00pm.  Limited to 15 people in 

the Chapel at a time.  Please contact Rita 

Araoz at 815-277-7118 for more information. 

 

BULLETIN NOTICES 

Must be in the Parish Office in writing by 

4:00pm Monday. 

 

REGISTRATION IN THE PARISH 

We are thrilled that you would like to be part 

of the St. Bridget family!  To register... 

 

On a computer:   

go to stbridgetlovespark.org, on the main 

menu, click on “Get Involved” then select 

“Become a Parishioner”.  

 

On a mobile device: 

go to stbridgetlovespark.org, in the upper right, 

tap on main menu (three bars), click on “Get 

Involved” then select “Become a Parishioner”. 

 

Fill out the editable pdf, save, and email to 

lynnhagedorn@stbridgetlovespark.org or print 

a registration form, fill out, and send to Parish 

Office.   

 

If you are not online, you can get a form at the 

Parish Office.  Please call the Parish Office at 

815-633-6311 if you have any questions. 

Parish Office 815-633-6311 

Parish Office Fax Number 815-633-6314 

 

Parish Staff 

Pastor, Msgr. Steve Knox 

sknox@rockforddiocese.org  

Associate Pastor, Fr. Sean Grismer 

frgrismer@gmail.com 

Associate Pastor, Fr. Aaron Downing 

adowning@rockforddiocese.org  

Business Manager, Cindy Godawski 

cgodawski@stbridgetlovespark.org  

Parish Secretary, Lynn Hagedorn 

lynnhagedorn@stbridgetlovespark.org 

Administrative Assistant, Debby Brown 

debbrown@stbridgetlovespark.org  

Director of Youth Ministry, Ashley Munroe 

amunroe@stbridgetlovespark.org  

Coordinator of Youth Ministry, Jake Washington 

jwashington@stbridgetlovespark.org 

Director of Music Ministry, Dan Walls 

dwalls@stbridgetlovespark.org  

Coordinator of Religious Education, Mary Henson 

mhenson@stbridgetlovespark.org 

 

Parish School Staff  815-633-8255 

Principal, Mary Toldo 

mtoldo@stbridgetlovespark.org  

School Secretary, Betsy Conery 

office@stbridgetlovespark.org  

 

Parish Ministries 

Eucharistic Adoration Coordinator 

Rita Araoz 815-277-7118 

Carpenter’s Place Outreach Ministry 

Vince and Monica Kelso 815-978-1555 

Charismatic Prayer Group  

Ron Bergman 815-654-8420 

Homebound Ministry  

LeRoy and Moe Alt  815-765-2019 

Marriage Ministry  

Mark and Barb Peterson 815-282-6642 

Our Lady of Consolation Ministry 

Pam Parnello 815-904-3265 

Julie Rosenbaum 815-871-0513 

Parish Prayer Chain 

Rose Trotter 815-633-6681 

Karen Pflipsen 815-289-6696 

Seasons of Hope Grief Support  

Kay Ethington   

k.ethington14@gmail.com 815-621-7117 

St. Bridget Food Pantry 815-877-1664  

St. Vincent de Paul 815-708-7003 

That Man Is You 

Todd Hughes 815-378-2589 

Joe Corrigan 815-985-8550 

Women of St. Bridget  

Ingrid Jansen 815-621-6281 
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815-885-3900 815-885-3900 
www.EvEnt-Floral.comwww.EvEnt-Floral.com

For All Your Residential & Commercial Needs
20 Years Experience

Lungo’s Plumbing Services
Competitive Rates • Neat & Clean • Courteous

Phil Lungo - Owner
815-703-0827

LIC# 058-158973  BONDED-INSURED

WE DO IT RIGHT THE 1ST TIME!

Zachary Buchanan, CFP®

Financial Advisor
Office: (815) 921-0575
Zachary.J.Buchanan@wfadvisors.com
Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank affiliate 
of Well Fargo & Company.  ©2011, 2013, 2016 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. All rights reserved. 0718-01772
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Zachary Buchanan
Financial Advisor
Office: (815) 921-0575
Zachary.J.Buchanan@wfadvisors.com
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Zachary Buchanan
Financial Advisor
Office: (815) 921-0575
Zachary.J.Buchanan@wfadvisors.com

Patrick H. Agnew 
Adam H. Agnew 
Alex H. Agnew 

Michelle P. Dumoulin
815-399-3522

AARP, Veterans & Disabled Discounts available

110% Low Prices Guaranteed
Parish Member

  326 N. Alpine 399-4422

AUGY’S ROOFING
Quality Work • Reasonable Rates

Over 20 Years Experience 
 Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Steve (Augy) Schaumann • Owner 
Parishioner 282-3416

Painting 4 U
Residential • Commercial  

Light Industrial 
Call Vicky, Parishioner

(815) 985-1272

Garage Doors, Openers & Springs

Chad Elston      815-645-8269
Serving Rockford & Surrounding Area
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

chad@fcitycommunications.com
CHAD DAVIES

ph: 815.395.1800 cell: 815-494-0732
www.fcitycommunications.com

ALL YOUR COMMUNICATIONS NEEDS
AVAYA & NORTEL BUSINESS PHONE SYSTEMS,
SECURITY CAMERAS, VOICE & DATA CABLING,

ROUTERS & SWITCHES, LOUDSPEAKER PAGING.

Fast Hot Delivery • Carry out • Dine-In• Catering

Loves Park Rockford 
815 633-7500 815 227-5577 
6746 Broadcast Pkwy 5801 Columbia Pkwy

Bob & JoAnn Baker
7323 North Alpine Road 
Loves Park, Illinois 61111 

(815) 282-4141 
sales@imagesigns.com

Valli Produce
International Market

$1 off per $10 purchase

1 coupon per person

Valli Produce - Loves Park
6550 N Alpine Road

(815) 639-0735

 Mark Buckner mark@rockfordheating.com 
www.rockfordheating.com

1618 Magnolia St., Rockford, IL 61104 
Ph: 815-965-9494   Fax: 815-965-4324

Collision Repair, Refinishing & Accessories 
All Makes & Models • Foreign & Domestic

Matt Trotter, Parishioner
(815) 877-1190 

2181 Harlem Rd, Loves Park

Helping Restore Illinois for over 50 years

Water •• Wind •• Fire •• Interior •• Exterior •• Roofing •• Siding

Tony Foti & Family  
~ Parishioners ~

(815) 520-9653

 Asian Beetles  Box Elders 
 Bees  Earwigs 
 Wasps  Ants 
 Rats  Roaches 
 Spiders  Mice 
  Bed Bugs

Poplar Grove, IL 
Randy Burd 

Family-Owned & Operated 
Fully Certified, Licensed and Insured 

Cell (815) 207-9255

FREE 
Nutritional 

Consultation

Michelle R. Washington 

Independent Health Coach 
 & Parishioner 

(815) 670-7897 
michellehocking.washington@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com 

/mwashington1
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DAVID URBELIS AGENCY, INC. 
Parishioner

5921 Forest Hills Rd. • Loves Park 
(Corner Forest Hills & River Ln.)

durbelis@amfam.com 877-5441

Electrical and General Contractors. 
Residential, Commercial,  

and Industrial
815-378-7905

ST. BRIDGET PARISHIONERS

Cameron  
McGroarty 

Contracting

815-633-1815 
www.lacodds.com
309 E. Riverside Blvd. 
Loves Park

Edward P Laco DDS, Parishioner

Family & Implant Dentistry

Residential & Commercial 
Cleaning

815-636-2676
Free Estimates

1736 E. Riverside Blvd., Loves Park
www.cleanchoicecleaning.biz

Complete Auto Repair
Tim & Peggy Javurek 

Parishioners
3427 East State & Fairview
Make appointMent today!

(815) 399-2886 • tjsautocenter.com

Gaby Johnson 
Hablo Español, Parishioner

Cell: (815) 985-7486 
6277 E. Riverside, Rockford 
www.dickersonnieman.com

For all your families insurance needs…
Chris Shields 
Agent • Parishioner 
7700 N Second St., Machesney Park, IL 
Bus 815-637-1111 • Cell 815-519-9689 
chris@shieldsagency.com

A FAMILY BUSINESS SERVING THE PARISH SINCE 1949

401 River Lane, Loves Park, IL 61111
www.delehantyfh.com 815-633-6010

Professional Landscape Design & Installation
Residential • Commercial

• Mowing-Trimming-Edging–Dry Granular Fertilization 
• Silt-Seeding-Core Aeration-Pruning-Mulching 
• Seasonal Maintenance Contracts-Snow Plowing 
• Specimen Quality Evergreens, Trees & Shrubs 
• Lawn & Landscape Rejuvenations 
• Retaining Wall & Patio Construction 
• Sod, Seeding, Finish Grading
FREE ESTIMATES 815-885-1776 • FAX 815-885-1779

RESTAURANT & PIZZA 
Italian & American Food 

• Pizza & Pasta 
• Steaks - Seafood - Ribs 
• Poorboys - Sandwiches 

Dine In - Carry Out - Delivery 
5800 N. 2nd St. 

Loves Park 
(815) 633-5000 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Breakfast & Lunch

7 days a week

 Friday - Fish Fry 

  (815) 282-2060
2033 Harlem Ave • Loves park

Contact Jeff Hansen 
 to place an ad today! 

jhansen@4LPi.com  
or (800) 950-9952 x2683


