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PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

 

Monday-Thursday   8:30am-4:00pm  

     (closed noon to 1:00pm) 

 

Friday    8:30am-Noon 

 

parish@stbridgetlovespark.org 

 

Call the Parish Office to: 

Register as a New Parishioner, Schedule a  

Baptism, or Schedule a Wedding 

Please call at least six months before your wedding. 

 

You may also register as a new parishioner on 

the parish website. 
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Saturday  4:30pm 

Sunday  7:00am, 8:15am 

   10:00am, 11:30am 

Daily Mass 

Monday-Saturday 7:00am, 8:15am  
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Monday-Saturday  8:15am 

Sunday   10:00am 
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Saturday   8:45am-10:00am 

   3:30pm-4:15pm 
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Reverend Msgr Steve Knox - Pastor 

sknox@rockforddiocese.org 

Reverend Sean Grismer - Associate Pastor 

frgrismer@gmail.com  

Reverend John McNamara - Associate Pastor 

jmcnamara@rockforddiocese.org 

Deacons 

Philip Abel, William Riseley, 

Rick Broderick, John Gibson 
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St. Bridget Food Pantry 

   

The next distribution day will be Wednesday, October 7th, from 4:00pm until 6:00pm.  Any ques-

tions or if you would like to volunteer, please call Deacon Phil Abel at 815-262-1847  

 

THE PANTRY IS IN NEED OF:  pasta, canned tomatoes, cake mixes, and ravioli.  

THANK YOU! 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

“Nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord” (Isaiah 55:8) 

 

 When we read this Gospel, most of us would readily admit that our ways would 

be different from God’s ways.  God’s extraordinary generosity, as reflected in the para-

ble, seems to go against fairness and common sense.  It strikes us as unfair that the 

person working one hour receives the same pay as the one working a full day. 

 

 It becomes more understandable when we realize that Jesus is talking 

about the conversion process.  Many people spend a lifetime walking in God’s grace.  Others finally 

open their hearts to saving grace later in life.  Some may be on their death bed!  Jesus’ point here is 

that God is generous with his mercy and with the gift of salvation.  He would certainly desire that we 

acknowledge him as Lord early in life and then continue to grow in our Christian discipleship.  How-

ever, he never forces us to follow him and if we decide to go the route of a prodigal son or daughter, 

he will allow that because he respects our freedom.  Even if we hit the road and walk away from 

God, he will not give up on us or abandon us.  He will continue to give us those Holy Spirit nudges to 

invite us back, but we have to freely choose to do so. 

 

 In the early life of the Church some of the Jewish converts to Christianity were resentful to-

wards the gentile Christians who sometimes came from pagan backgrounds.  St. Paul had to continu-

ally exhort the early Church to receive new converts with kindness and generosity.   It is fallen human 

nature that leads people to compare and contrast and to think that they deserve a higher place in 

heaven because they have been in the spiritual ball game longer than “those people”.  I think Jesus 

would want us to be happy about God’s generosity and to rejoice that someone who has been away 

from God has now opened up his or her heart and come back home.  An important remedy for jeal-

ousy and resentment is gratitude.  A grateful heart is one that is connected to the generosity of God, 

and helps us to extend that generosity to others. 

 

 God’s ways are not our ways, but the more we grow in union with him, the more we are 

strengthened to be Christ-like in our thoughts and actions.     

 

Discipleship Nights:  New Wednesday Adult Faith Formation Series 

 

 Last Wednesday, September 16th, I led our first Discipleship Night.  This coming Wednesday, part 

two of the series will be led by Fr. John McNamara.  The time frame will be from 7:00pm-7:45pm.  You can 

participate by coming to the church where the series will take place, or you can connect via livestream.  The 

series will be led by our parish priests.  Each evening will include prayer, a teaching reflection by one of the 

priests, and music.  The plan is to have a new two- or three-week series each month covering relevant theo-

logical topics that can help parishioners live our faith in a very challenging world. 

 

 Our Parish Council and Parish Staff have spent a significant amount of time over the past few 

months talking about our vision as a parish.  We have landed on three words that are connected to 

the mission that Jesus gave to the Church, “to go and make disciples” (Matthew 28:19).  Discipleship is 

at the heart of the Church’s mission.  The three words are belonging, believing, and becoming.   We 

would like to focus on these during this series. 

 

 I have more information on this series on the next page.  If you know anyone outside of the par-

ish who could benefit from this series, please pass this information along to them.  God bless you now 

and always! 

 

In Christ, 

 

Msgr. Steve Knox 



DISCIPLESHIP NIGHTS 

 

NEW THREE WEEK ADULT FAITH FORMATION SERIES: “A NEW PERSPECTIVE” 

 

September 16th, 23rd, and  30th 

7:00pm-7:45pm in Church or Livestream 

 

As a way to grow in our faith and deepen our sense of discipleship, we’re going to be offering a 

three part faith formation series each month.  These will be led by the priests.  We will also be 

involving parishioners.  Each evening has stand alone content, so if you can not make the whole 

series that will be fine.  We will also be posting each evening on our YouTube page. 

 

If you missed September 16th, it can be viewed on Our YouTube Channel 

“Belonging…to Jesus and the Church” - led by Msgr. Steve Knox 

 

Many St. Bridget parishioners feel a deep sense of belonging to the parish.  It is a spiritual home 

and a place to grow in friendship with God.  There are others who do not feel that sense of be-

longing.  In this world where there is so much disconnection and loneliness, the Church is meant 

to be a place where people can connect with God and with the parish community.  There is an 

old saying that belonging leads to belief.  If a person does not feel like he or she belongs, there 

will be very little motivation to grow in knowledge of the teachings of the Church.  In this session, 

Msgr. Knox will talk about the importance of our parish having a welcoming atmosphere and cul-

tivating a Christ like hospitality.  We will look at what we do well and where we can improve. 

 

Wednesday, September 23rd, 7:00pm-7:45pm 

“Believing…in the Gospel of Jesus Christ” - led by Fr. John McNamara 

 

Jesus says, “If you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, move...and 

it will move.” Every age group in the parish needs faith formation in order to keep growing in our 

Catholic faith. A disciple is a “learner”. The Lord always has more to give us, so we can never 

cease from learning.  There are many ways in which we spiritually nourish and strengthen our 

belief in Christ and His Church. Beginning with prayer, the sacraments, Lectio Divina, the Cate-

chism, the Lives of the Saints, retreat talks, videos – such as “Ask the Priests”, we together experi-

ence a deeper encounter with the living Christ and bring life to our faith. Fr. John will speak on 

how we come to “believing” and “knowing” the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

 

Wednesday, September 30, 7:00pm-7:45pm 

“Becoming…a disciple of Jesus Christ” - led by Fr. Sean Grismer 

 

A disciple is someone whose life is centered on the teachings of the leader.  For Christians, Jesus 

is the leader and teacher.  The deeper we grow in our friendship with Him, the more we become 

like Him, and the more we are strengthened to live and share the Gospel message.  A disciple is 

someone who serves with the heart of Christ.  In word and action, a disciple shares the good 

news of Jesus, inviting others to experience Him in the life of the Church.  Jesus had a special con-

cern for the poor, and the Church needs to have that focus as well.  Fr. Grismer will talk about 

discipleship and how we can grow as followers of the Lord. 

SCAM ALERT 

 

 Some scammers recently sent out an email to some parishioners making it look like it was 

coming from me.  Usually they want you to respond to the email and draw you into some cor-

ruption.  They create an email address and try to make it look like it is coming from someone like 

myself or one of the other priests.  If the email strikes you as a bit odd, trust your instincts.   This 

is a problem in all sectors of society so be careful what you open because cyber criminals are 

everywhere. 



We have begun registration for our Family of Faith Religious Education Program and our Youth Confirmation 

Program.   

  

For our K-7th Grade Family of Faith Program, we will be using a home-based faith formation program during the 

Fall semester.  Our hope is to resume in person Religious Education classes after the New Year.  We will need to see 

how things go with the pandemic.  Even though we will be using a home-based program, there will still be a catechist 

connected to the parents and students along with Kay Ethington, our Director of Religious Education. 

  

We are changing to a new religious formation series for our K-7th Grade students.  We will be using “Alive in Christ,” a 

series developed by Our Sunday Visitor.  I have experience with this program in my two previous parishes.  The mate-

rials are solidly Catholic, engaging for children, and parent/teacher friendly.  Here are some concrete aspects of the 

“Alive in Christ” program: 

  

1. The home lessons are simplified for parents with step-by-step instructions that are easy to follow.  This series was 

designed to evangelize and catechize children and their families.  The materials are written specifically for par-

ents/guardians to include aspects of family life, natural conversations, and talking points for adults and children 

in family. 

2. Our Sunday Visitor also provides videos and digital resources to help. 

3. Home sessions can be completed in 30-45 minutes for individual children or one hour for multiple children to-

gether as a family. 

4. You do not need to be a theologian or an expert in Church teaching to lead these home sessions. 

5. The Family + Faith page in the child workbook also offers a snapshot of what your children are going through de-

velopmentally and suggests how to communicate effectively with your child in an age appropriate way. 

  

In order to keep a strong connection with the parents and to provide the necessary resources, we will continue to 

have once a month gatherings for parents/guardians to receive teachings from one of the priests.  The teaching 

presentation by the priest will be connected to the content of the home lessons so that parents are assisted by what 

the priest shares.  We can gather up to 50 participants in-person at the church for these presentations.  We will use a 

Flocknote SignUp link for each adult gathering, and you can sign up to attend the in-person presentation.  For those 

not comfortable coming in person, you will be able to connect to the presentation with a livestream link. 

  

For our Religious Education 8th Grade students and any High School students needing Confirmation, see the 

Youth Confirmation Program article below on this page. 

 

In order to register for either of the programs, please go to the home page of the St. Bridget website at 

stbridgetlovespark.org 

 

The young people of our parish typically receive the Sacrament of Confirmation their 8th Grade year.  The 8th Grade 

students at St. Bridget School receive their preparation during the school day. All other Confirmation students will be 

part of the preparation program led by our youth ministers, Ashley Munroe and Jake Washington.  It is also fine for 

high school students who are in need of Confirmation to receive preparation.  We should receive our Confirmation 

date soon from Bishop Malloy’s office.  Traditionally, we have celebrated Confirmation during the Springtime. 

 

The Confirmation Program will meet in person on a number of Wednesdays over the course of the 

year.  We will begin on Wednesday, Sept. 30th, and meet from 6:00pm-7:00pm in the Parish Center. We will have eve-

ryone wear masks and social distance.  We have some great Confirmation sessions planned for our young people.  

Please register your student by going to the Home Page of the St. Bridget website at stbridgetlovespark.org  If you 

have any questions about the program, please contact Ashley at amunroe@stbridgetlovespark.org. May God’s bless-

ings be upon all of our Confirmation students at the school and in our RE program. 



SEASONS OF HOPE  

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 

 

Are you grieving the loss of a loved one? Please 

come to this new Christ-centered  series where we 

seek to find hope in the midst of sorrow.  Anyone 

in the greater Rockford area who is mourning the 

loss of a loved one is encouraged to attend and  

invited to bring a guest. Please join us. 

 

   Next Meeting:  Monday, September 21, 2020 

   Time:  5:30pm - 7:00pm 

   Location:  Hospitality Room of Church  

 

Our sessions will involve meditation on Sacred Scrip-

ture, grounded in our Catholic faith, and no-pressure 

group discussion. Bring your Bible. For more infor-

mation or to let us know that you would like to at-

tend, please contact Kay Ethington at 815-633-6311 

or email her at:  kethington@stbridgetlovespark.org 

 

Future meeting Dates:  9/28, 10/5, 10/19, 11/2, 

11/16, 12/7, 12/21 

MONDAY EVENING PRAISE AND WORSHIP GATHERINGS 

7:00pm-7:45pm in Church (also livestreamed) 

 

Each Monday evening from 7:00pm-7:45pm, we will have praise and worship in the church with Eucharis-

tic Adoration.  The gathering will also be livestreamed.  We ask those who attend to wear a face covering, 

and we will have the church set up for social distancing.  The evening will be led by our priests.  The music 

genre will be contemporary Christian music led by Jake Washington and some of our young adults.      

 

These evenings allow us to connect with the Lord in a special way and be led into deeper spiritual waters 

through Adoration and uplifting, prayerful music.  We all need peace of mind and peace of heart so please 

consider joining us on Monday evenings! 

 

HOLY LAND COLLECTION:  As announced by the 

Vatican, the annual Holy Land Collection usually 

held on Good Friday is scheduled for September 

20th.  The collection goes toward the mainte-

nance and upkeep of the holy sites, as well as 

supporting the lives of Christians in the Holy 

Land.   

 

Following are ways you can contribute this year:   

By check payable to St. Bridget Church and note 

in the memo section of your check, “Holy Land 

donation” either mail check to the parish office, 

drop off at the parish office, or place in the collec-

tion baskets in the back of Church.  You can also 

donate online at the Holy Land website at: 

www.myfranciscan.org/donate 

 

Thank you for your generosity!  

 

MORNING SCHEDULE 

 

6:45am Fellowship 

7:00am 30-minute video presentation 

7:30am Small group discussions 

8:00am Prompt adjournment and back to your family 

ATTENTION MEN OF ST. BRIDGET PARISH 

�� Are you looking to deepen your relationship with God? 

�� Be a better husband? 

�� Become a more loving father? 

�� Meet and build friendships with other like-minded men? 

�� Honestly address today’s cultural pressures and temptations? 

�� Increase accountability in your faith life? 

�� Seek to be the best man you can be? 

Then Come Join Us…(Virtually or in Person)  for THAT MAN IS YOU!   

Every Saturday Mornings  from 6:45am to 8:00am 

In the Mitchell Parish Center, Classroom B 

Fall Semester Theme:  All Things New 

“As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.” 

-Proverbs 27:17 

FALL SEMESTER 

 Week 1:  All Things New  

 Week 2:  The Road to Emmaus  

 Week 3:  God’s Covenant Made New  

 Week 4:  The Lamb’s Supper  

 Week 5:  Four Great Truths about Mary  

For more information, contact: 

 Todd Hughes 815-378-2589 or  

 Joe Corrigan 815-985-8850 

If you would like to register for online, go to https://admin.paradisusdei.org/location_details/st-bridget-loves-park 

All registered participants will receive weekly emails including a Zoom virtual invite.  



     ST. BRIDGET STUDENT MINISTRY 

 

We are so excited to announce that we will be having in person ministry 

once a month!  We will be meeting in the Underground of the Parish 

Center.  (Masks are required at all events and we will be socially distanc-

ing.) 

 

 High School Youth Ministry  

  Next meeting: Sunday, October 4th, 6:00pm-7:00pm 

 Middle School Youth Ministry  

  Next meeting:  Wednesday, October 7th, 6:00pm-7:00pm 

 

Since we are not having weekly ministry this semester, we have created a 

YouTube Channel where we will release new videos every Sunday, 

Wednesday, and Friday!  Be sure to subscribe!  

  

                                       CONNECT WITH US:  YouTube: St. Bridget Student Ministries         

     Instagram: @stbridgetstudentministries 

     Facebook: St. Bridget Student Ministries 

For more information or questions please contact Ashley Munroe at amunroe@stbridgelovespark.org 

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP), a nonprofit organization that helps those living in poverty, will host 

a virtual Rockford Friends of the Poor Walk on Saturday, September 26, 2020 to bring awareness to issues 

surrounding poverty and to benefit people in need here in the Rockford area.  

 

Instead of the usual route along the Rock River Recreation Path, the walk will be held virtually this year due to 

the COVID-19 virus.  Participants will walk independently at their preferred location.  They may enlist sponsors 

for their efforts and are encouraged to send pictures of their walk experience.   Those unable to walk can be-

come a ‘Spirit Walker’!  If you have any questions please contact Kathleen Hall at khall@stbridget.svdp-rfd.org  

 

To register, or to support a walker, or make a donation please do so at:  

 

         www.fopwalk.org/event/2533   Choose St Bridget as Beneficiary  

 

To mail in Donations please send to:  St Bridget Church C/O SVdP (make checks payable to SVdP) 

        600 Clifford Ave  

        Loves Park Il 61111  

 

Also, there are self-addressed envelopes in the back of the Church on top of the SVdP Box. 



BAPTISMS 

 

Please welcome into our Catholic Community  

the following who received the Sacrament of 

Baptism: 

 

Anthony “Rylan” Bane Fasula 

Alexis Georgiafandis 

Eliana Ramirez 

WITH SYMPATHY 

 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of: 

 

Christine Marsh 

Mother of Pat Flaningan 

RESPECT LIFE MINISTRY 

  

Christ Our HOPE in Every Season of Life 

 

During the month of September, we will be praying 

for Grandparents and older people.  May we listen to 

their wisdom and value their love for us.  Fifty Four 

Day Novena for the Election – Beginning on Septem-

ber 10th by  praying a Rosary daily until November 

3rd election, that the elected leaders will be guided 

by the principles of Jesus Christ.  More information will 

be available on the Respect Life Table in the Narthex. 

 

 Saturday, September 26th - Hike For Life 2020–

Sponsored by the Pregnancy Care Center in Rock-

ford.  You may do a virtual walk or you may walk at 

Midway Village depending upon your comfort lev-

el.  If you would like to walk, sign up at the Pregnancy 

Care Center website. Go to the Support Us tab and 

then the Donate tab.  Look for the Saint Bridget’s 

Team to see your fellow walkers.  You must be regis-

tered by September 14th.  If you have questions or 

you would like to donate and not walk, contact 

Shirley Poole at 815-654-9416. 

 

“A baby crying during Mass is a blessing.” 

God does not love us because we are 

valuable. We are valuable because God 

loves us.  God loves every child He 

sends into the world.  Pray and work to 

end abortion and euthanasia. 

SAINT RITA CHAPLET 

 

As we move forward through this pandemic with COVID

-19, the intersession of the blessed saint of the most 

hopeless and impossible cases could be a tremendous 

aid not only in our personal situations, but even more 

so, on a global level.  No prayer to Saint Rita is left unan-

swered.  Please pray to her daily, especially in this time 

of crisis.  Please remember to pray especially for our 

brothers and sisters who have not or cannot return to 

Church and for anyone stricken with the COVID-19.   

 

We will be praying “The Chaplet to Saint Rita of Cascia” at 

9:00am, following the 8:15am Mass, every second 

Thursday of the month.  We will be meeting in the cry 

room of the church. Please allow 30-40 minutes and re-

member your mask. 

 

For more information or questions, please contact Sid 

Papini at 815-985-3404 or email papini72@aol.com 

 

“No problem is too small to bring to Saint Rita.  She will draw you 

close to the Heart of Jesus, and she will not fail you!” 

ADORATION CHAPEL 

 

In a world where there is so much noise, so much be-

wilderment, there is a need for silent adoration of 

Jesus concealed in the Host. 

 - Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 

  

All are welcome to spend time in silent adoration 

of our Lord, Jesus.  Stop in to pray - give your wor-

ries, fears and thanksgivings to Jesus. 

  

Our Adoration Chapel is located behind the sanctu-

ary.  From outside, drive around to the back of the 

church and you will find a small parking lot facing 

the chapel.  The doors are open from 6:00am until 

8:00pm.  If you would like a weekly, designated 

hour of Adoration contact Rita Araoz at 815-277-

7118.  Facemasks are required at all times while in 

the chapel, and chairs are set up for social distanc-

ing.  Hand sanitizer is provided and encouraged up-

on entering and leaving the chapel. 

SEPTEMBER 20TH - TWENTY-FIFTH    

SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

On September 27th, the Church cele-

brates the feast of St. Vincent de Paul, 

who knew that “God had sent him to 

bring good news to the poor”.  Together with your gifts, 

the members of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul con-

tinue his work and mission in our parish. 



DIVORCED AND HEALING 

 

Divorced and Healing is an open and ongoing 

support group that helps individuals cope and 

heal from divorce and separation.  Speakers and 

faith sharing are offered throughout the 

year.  Whether recently divorced or 20+ years di-

vorced, this group is for you.  Anyone in the great-

er Rockford area who continues to struggle with 

healing and forgiveness is invited to attend.  

 

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, Septem-

ber 23rd at 6:30pm in the Parish Center, Room-

A.  We will observe social distancing and ask 

that you wear a mask. 

PLEASE WELCOME 

 

Our parish community welcomes the following 

new parishioner that registered: 

 

John S. Hunter 

WEEKLY COLLECTION INCOME  

FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 16, 2020 

 

Registered Families                   2,157 

 

Sunday Envelopes  $9,852.05 

Offertory  $615.37 

Online  (210) $7,482.50 

 

Total for the week  $17,949.92 

ANGEL DUSTERS  

 

Angel Dusters will be cleaning the church on      

Saturday, September 26th after the 8:15am 

Mass and Rosary.  If you have any questions, call 

Randy Gulotta at 815-262-6840 or just drop in af-

ter mass.  Many hands are needed to keep our 

church beautiful and safe!   

 

ANGEL DUSTERS NEEDS VOLUNTEERS TO HELP 

CLEAN THE CHURCH! 

SCRIP 

 

Scrip is a program that sells gift cards from local 

and national retailers for a discount that is used 

to help for tuition assistance and to offset an indi-

vidual family’s tuition for St. Bridget School or 

Boylan High School.  If you purchase scrip, you 

will be purchasing a gift card at face value.  The 

rebate offered by that business will be applied to 

either a specific family’s account to offset tuition 

or the general tuition assistance.  Please consider 

purchasing scrip.   

 

Scrip will be holding a Cash & Carry on the last 

Friday of each month from 10:00am until 

11:30am in the narthex of the church.  We will be 

starting on Friday, September 25, 2020.   Dates 

for the remainder of 2020 will be October 30th, 

November 20th, and December 18th.  In 2021, 

dates will be January 29th, February 26th, March 

26, and April 30th.  Any changes in the schedule 

due to the pandemic will be noted in the bulletin. 

 

Thank you for your support of St. Bridget’s scrip 

program.  It truly makes a difference for families 

at St. Bridget School!   

 

If  you have questions, you can contact Sarah Butenhoff, 

scrip coordinator, at scrip@stbridgetlovespark.org 

ST. BRIDGET ELECTRONIC GIVING 

 

Do you want to transition away from envelopes and 

contribute electronically?  It is the Earth and Budget 

Friendly Way to go!  It saves our parish money not 

sending monthly envelopes.  Visit our website at 

www.stbridgetlovespark.org and go to the home tab 

and drop down to the online giving tab.  You will be 

directed to the St. Bridget Online Giving Page.  Set up 

each way in which you would like to contribute.  If you 

have any questions or need help, please call Lynn at 

the parish office at 815-633-6311. It is also fine to con-

tinue to receive envelopes through the mail. 

St. Bridget Knights of Columbus, Council 4330 is 

part of the world’s largest Catholic Fraternal Or-

ganization.  Our purpose is to serve St. Bridget’s 

families, Seminarians and our community.  Our 

meetings are the second Tuesday of the month 

at 7:30pm in Mitchell Parish Center in the Hall.  

Before the meeting, we say the rosary starting at 

7:00pm in the Hall. 

 

We are seeking like-minded men who are inter-

ested in joining us.  Please contact Grand Knight, 

Martin Reyes, at 815-988-2734 or email Coun-

cil4330KofC@gmail.com. 

 MARY’S CORNER 

 

I have a statue of Our Lady in my back 

yard.  When I need a break from yard-

work or just want to be with her, I sit in 

front of her.  Sometimes I talk to her 

and other times I gaze upon her.  It 

gives me comfort.  I truly feel she is with me.  If 

you have a statue in your home and/or outside try 

it.  It is a good way to grow closer to her.  



The  Presence Lamp in the Church is burn-

ing this week for: 

 

In Memory of Robert Turek on the 27th 

Anniversary of his death 

� � � � � � � � 	 
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MASSES FOR THE WEEK 

 

Monday, September 21st 

7:00am Bruce Van Kessel 

8:15am Ellen Gilbert 

 

Tuesday, September 22nd 

7:00am Steve Graceffa 

8:15am Carmela Rimbey 

 

Wednesday, September 23rd 

7:00am John Verstynen~Special 

 Intention 

8:15am Jay Zavagli 

 

Thursday, September 24th 

7:00am Rollin & Agnes Frye  

8:15am John Washington 

 

Friday, September 25th 

7:00am Marlys Riihl~7th Anniversary 

8:15am Robert Turek~27th 

 Anniversary 

 

Saturday, September 26th 

7:00am Virginia Rosiejka 

8:15am James Castro & Angelica 

 Castro~Mass of Thanksgiving 

4:30pm Hedlund & Franchini Families 

 

Sunday, September 27th 

7:00am Rick Heidel 

8:15am Living and deceased members 

 of the Bertrand Family 

10:00am People of St. Bridget 

11:30am Mary Almberg 

 

 

Croatian Mass 

1st Sunday of the month at 4:00pm  

 

Filipino Mass 

Postponed until further notice 

 

Respect Life Mass 

3rd Saturday of the month at 8:15am 

 

Deaf Apostolate Interpreted Mass 

Sundays at 10:00am 

PRIEST MASS SCHEDULE FOR 

SEPTEMBER 26TH AND 27TH

 

 

4:30pm Fr. John McNamara 

7:00am Fr. Sean Grismer 

8:15am Msgr. Steve Knox 

10:00am Msgr. Steve Knox 

11:30am Fr. John McNamara 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF  

SEPTEMBER 20TH 

 

Sunday:  Is 55:6-9/Ps 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18 [18a]/Phil 

 1:20c-24, 27a/Mt 20:1-16a 

 

Monday:  Eph 4:1-7, 11-13/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 [5]/Mt 9:9-13  

 

Tuesday:  Prv 21:1-6, 10-13/Ps 119:1, 27, 30, 34. 35, 44 

 [35]/Lk 8:19-21  

 

Wednesday:  Prv 30:5-9/Ps 119:29, 72, 89, 101, 104, 163 

 [105]/Lk 9:1-6  

 

Thursday:  Eccl 1:2-11/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17bc 

 [1]/Lk 9:7-9  

 

Friday: Eccl 3:1-11/Ps 144:1b and 2abc, 3-4 [1]/Lk 

 9:18-22  

 

Saturday:  Eccl 11:9—12:8/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 

 17 [1]/Lk 9:43b-45  

 

Next Sunday: Ez 18:25-28/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [6a]/Phil 2:1-

 11 or 2:1-5/Mt 21:28-32  

MASSES, CONFESSION,  

AND LIVESTREAMING SCHEDULE  

 

We are celebrating our regular weekday Monday through 

Saturday Masses at 7:00am and 8:15am.  There is no need 

to call in and reserve a seat at weekday Mass, since the 

church is set up for social distancing.  There is plenty of 

space.  To attend weekend Masses, sign-up is required 

through SignUpGenius or by calling the parish office.   

 

We are celebrating the Sacrament of Reconciliation on 

Saturdays from 8:45am-10:00am and 3:30pm-4:15pm.  

Confession stations are outdoors underneath the Parish 

Center canopy and the school canopy next to the parking 

lot.  We ask that you wear a mask. 

 

We continue to livestream the following events or you 

may also attend in person. 

 

�� Mass Monday through Saturday at 8:15am  

�� Mass Sunday at 10:00am 

�� Adoration/Praise & Worship Monday at 7:00pm-7:45pm  

�� Adoration & Rosary/Prayer Friday at 7:00pm-7:45pm 



� � � � 	 � �  � � � 
 � � � � �

BAPTISMS 

A Pre-Baptismal Instruction class is required.  

Call the Parish Office for a reservation.  

 

MARRIAGES 

Couples planning marriage should contact 

one of the priests at least six months in 

advance. A Diocesan Pre-Marriage Seminar is 

required. 

 

DEVOTIONS 

NOVENA OF PERPETUAL HELP  

Wednesday Evenings at 5:30pm 

 

FAMILY ROSARY 

Daily   20 minutes before Masses   

Sunday  6:40am before the 7:00am Mass  

  7:55am before the 8:15am Mass 

 

PERPETUAL ADORATION   

Begins Monday at 7:45am and ends Friday at  

7:00pm.  Limited to 8 people in the chapel at 

a time.  Please contact Rita Araoz at 815-277-

7118 for more information. 

 

BULLETIN NOTICES 

Must be in the Parish Office in writing by 

4:00pm Monday. 

 

REGISTRATION IN THE PARISH 

We are thrilled that you would like to be part 

of the St. Bridget family!  Please go to our 

website at stbridgetlovespark.org under the 

tab New to St. Bridget to register online or 

print a registration form.  If you are not 

online, you can get a form at the Parish Office.  

Please call the Parish Office at 815-633-6311 if 

you have any questions. 

Parish Office 815-633-6311 

Parish Office Fax Number 815-633-6314 

 

Parish Staff 

Pastor, Msgr. Steve Knox 

sknox@rockforddiocese.org  

Associate Pastor, Fr. Sean Grismer 

frgrismer@gmail.com 

Associate Pastor, Fr. John McNamara 

jmcnamara@rockforddiocese.org  

Business Manager, Debbie VanSistine 

dvansistine@stbridgetlovespark.org  

Parish Secretary, Lynn Hagedorn 

lynnhagedorn@stbridetlovespark.org 

Administrative Assistant, Debby Brown 

debbrown@stbridgetlovespark.org  

Director of Youth Ministry, Ashley Munroe 

amunroe@stbridgetlovespark.org  

Coordinator of Youth Ministry, Jake Washington 

jwashington@stbridgetlovespark.org 

Director of Music Ministry, Dan Walls 

dwalls@stbridgetlovespark.org  

Director of Religious Education, Kay Ethington 

kethington@stbridgetlovespark.org 

 

Parish School Staff  815-633-8255 

Principal, Mary Toldo 

mtoldo@stbridgetlovespark.org  

Secretary, Sharon Cook 

office@stbridgetlovespark.org  

 

Parish Ministries 

Eucharistic Adoration Coordinator 

Rita Araoz 815-277-7118 

Carpenter’s Place Outreach Ministry 

Vince and Monica Kelso 815-978-1555 

Charismatic Prayer Group  

Ron Bergman 815-654-8420 

Homebound Ministry  

LeRoy and Moe Alt  815-765-2019 

Marriage Ministry  

Mark and Barb Peterson 815-282-6642 

Our Lady of Consolation Ministry 

Pam Parnello 815-904-3265 

Julie Rosenbaum 815-871-0513 

Parish Prayer Chain 

Rose Trotter 815-633-6681 

Karen Pflipsen 815-289-6696 

Seasons of Hope Grief Support  

Kay Ethington   

kethington@stbridgetlovespark.org 815-633-6311 

St. Bridget Food Pantry 815-877-1664  

St. Vincent de Paul 815-708-7003 

That Man Is You 

Todd Hughes 815-378-2589 

Joe Corrigan 815-985-8550 

Women of St. Bridget  

Ingrid Jansen 815-621-6281 

If you are looking for a minis-

try not listed, please go to the 

St. Bridget Guide Book and 

Directory or visit the website 

at stbridgetlovespark.org and 

go to the Ministry Outreach 

Tab and click on Ministry Di-

rectory. 
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7302 Rock Valley Pkwy, loVes PaRk7302 Rock Valley Pkwy, loVes PaRk

815-885-3900 815-885-3900 
www.EvEnt-Floral.comwww.EvEnt-Floral.com

For All Your Residential & Commercial Needs
20 Years Experience

Lungo’s Plumbing Services
Competitive Rates • Neat & Clean • Courteous

Phil Lungo - Owner
815-703-0827

LIC# 058-158973  BONDED-INSURED

WE DO IT RIGHT THE 1ST TIME!

SERVANTS OF THE HOLY 
HEART OF MARY
“Women in Mission”

Married, Single, Male, or 
Female, we invite you to 

share our charism!
SSCM-USA.org 

SSCM.vocations@gmail.com

*Prompt, Professional 
Service

• Unibody/Frame Repairs 
• Painting/Color Matching 
• Fiberglass Repairs

Ultra Modern Facility 
Latest State of the Art Equipment

COMPLETE AUTO COLLISION SPECIALIST

815-633-4536 • 1140 POWER RD • MACHESNEY PARK

power road 
auto body

- Since 1977 -

Zachary Buchanan, CFP®

Financial Advisor
Office: (815) 921-0575
Zachary.J.Buchanan@wfadvisors.com
Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank affiliate 
of Well Fargo & Company.  ©2011, 2013, 2016 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. All rights reserved. 0718-01772
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Zachary Buchanan
Financial Advisor
Office: (815) 921-0575
Zachary.J.Buchanan@wfadvisors.com
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Zachary Buchanan
Financial Advisor
Office: (815) 921-0575
Zachary.J.Buchanan@wfadvisors.com

Patrick H. Agnew 
Adam H. Agnew 
Alex H. Agnew 

Michelle P. Dumoulin
815-399-3522

AARP, Veterans & Disabled Discounts available

DRUMMOND 
WINDOW CLEANING

(815) 654-7661
Quality Service Since 1955

Specializing in Residential & Commercial
Year Around Service • Free Estimates

Parishioner     www.drummondwindowcleaning.com

110% Low Prices Guaranteed
Parish Member

  326 N. Alpine 399-4422

AUGY’S ROOFING
Quality Work • Reasonable Rates

Over 20 Years Experience 
 Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Steve (Augy) Schaumann • Owner 
Parishioner 282-3416

Painting 4 U
Residential • Commercial  

Light Industrial 
Call Vicky, Parishioner

(815) 985-1272

Garage Doors, Openers & Springs

Chad Elston      815-645-8269
Serving Rockford & Surrounding Area
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Lindstrom Travel
Guilford and Mulford Rds 

398-8888

chad@fcitycommunications.com
CHAD DAVIES

ph: 815.395.1800 cell: 815-494-0732
www.fcitycommunications.com

ALL YOUR COMMUNICATIONS NEEDS
AVAYA & NORTEL BUSINESS PHONE SYSTEMS,
SECURITY CAMERAS, VOICE & DATA CABLING,

ROUTERS & SWITCHES, LOUDSPEAKER PAGING.

Fast Hot Delivery • Carry out • Dine-In• Catering

Loves Park Rockford 
815 633-7500 815 227-5577 
6746 Broadcast Pkwy 5801 Columbia Pkwy

Bob & JoAnn Baker
7323 North Alpine Road 
Loves Park, Illinois 61111 

(815) 282-4141 
sales@imagesigns.com

Valli Produce
International Market

$1 off per $10 purchase

1 coupon per person

Valli Produce - Loves Park
6550 N Alpine Road

(815) 639-0735

CLARK FROST ZUCCHI
Attorneys At Law

7320 N. Alpine Road | 815.962.6144
PARISH MEMBERS | CLARKFROST.com

Contact Jeff Hansen to place an ad today! 
jhansen@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2683

Mike MilesMike Miles
815-877-2266815-877-2266

2125 Rivington Road • Loves Park2125 Rivington Road • Loves Park

Make Your Car Run for MILES Make Your Car Run for MILES 
at at Campbell’s AutomotiveCampbell’s Automotive

Tires • AlignmentsTires • Alignments
Heating and A/C • Oil Changes Heating and A/C • Oil Changes 

Every 5th Visit

Free Oil Change

 Mark Buckner mark@rockfordheating.com 
www.rockfordheating.com

1618 Magnolia St., Rockford, IL 61104 
Ph: 815-965-9494   Fax: 815-965-4324



Contact Jeff Hansen to place an ad today! 
jhansen@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2683
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DAVID URBELIS AGENCY, INC. 
Parishioner

5921 Forest Hills Rd. • Loves Park 
(Corner Forest Hills & River Ln.)

durbelis@amfam.com 877-5441

Electrical and General Contractors. 
Residential, Commercial,  

and Industrial
815-378-7905

ST. BRIDGET PARISHIONERS

Cameron  
McGroarty 

Contracting

815-633-1815 
www.lacodds.com
309 E. Riverside Blvd. 
Loves Park

Edward P Laco DDS, Parishioner

Family & Implant Dentistry

4141 N. Rockton Ave.  |  815-316-1500 
• Active Senior Lifestyle • Independent Living 

• Assisted Living • Skilled Nursing 
Wesley Willows is the only accredited continuing

care retirement community in Rockford. 
wesleywillows.org

Residential & Commercial 
Cleaning

815-636-2676
Free Estimates

1736 E. Riverside Blvd., Loves Park
www.cleanchoicecleaning.biz

Complete Auto Repair
Tim & Peggy Javurek 

Parishioners
3427 East State & Fairview
Make appointMent today!

(815) 399-2886 • tjsautocenter.com

Gaby Johnson 
Hablo Español, Parishioner

Cell: (815) 985-7486 
6277 E. Riverside, Rockford 
www.dickersonnieman.com

For all your families insurance needs…
Chris Shields 
Agent • Parishioner 
7700 N Second St., Machesney Park, IL 
Bus 815-637-1111 • Cell 815-519-9689 
chris@shieldsagency.com

Mechanical Incorporated:   
Freeport, Rockford, Waukesha, Chicago, Hillside, Fox Lake

Jeff McCoy • Vice President • Direct: (815) 297-6111 • Cell: (815) 238-3960 
jmccoy@mechinc.com • www.mechinc.com

A FAMILY BUSINESS SERVING THE PARISH SINCE 1949

401 River Lane, Loves Park, IL 61111
www.delehantyfh.com 815-633-6010

Professional Landscape Design & Installation
Residential • Commercial

• Mowing-Trimming-Edging–Dry Granular Fertilization 
• Silt-Seeding-Core Aeration-Pruning-Mulching 
• Seasonal Maintenance Contracts-Snow Plowing 
• Specimen Quality Evergreens, Trees & Shrubs 
• Lawn & Landscape Rejuvenations 
• Retaining Wall & Patio Construction 
• Sod, Seeding, Finish Grading
FREE ESTIMATES 815-885-1776 • FAX 815-885-1779

RESTAURANT & PIZZA 
Italian & American Food 

• Pizza & Pasta 
• Steaks - Seafood - Ribs 
• Poorboys - Sandwiches 

Dine In - Carry Out - Delivery 
5800 N. 2nd St. 

Loves Park 
(815) 633-5000 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Dr. Zakarija D.D.S., MS
“Come Visit Dr. Zak at 
the Tooth Fairy Castle”

815-637-1700
Where children are 

OUR Specialty!

www.drzkstoothfairycastle.com

Breakfast & Lunch

7 days a week

 Friday - Fish Fry 

  (815) 282-2060
2033 Harlem Ave • Loves park

Brad Steele
Medicare Supplements

Final Expense and investment services.
 7214 N, Alpine Road • Loves Park, IL

(815) 255-9856


