
duced by almost $95,565 !    
As of March 31, the princi-
pal balance is 
$1,181,649.     
 
Please continue to prayer-
fully consider your obliga-
tions to meeting the regular 
monthly payments.  Any 
contributions that you can 
make toward the $10,879 
is greatly appreciated.  
We CANNOT keep de-
pleting the existing mort-
gage fund by $2,605 per 
month or it will be non-
existent in a little over 2 
years.     
 
Thank you for reading this 
update and giving me the 
chance to further explain 
the importance of meeting 
our mortgage obligations.   
You are doing a great job, 
and hopefully we can see 
the “light at the end of the 
tunnel.” 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Edward C. Dambach 
Finance Chairperson 

I would like to take this 
opportunity to make the 
membership aware of how 
the church is doing with the 
new loan agreement with 
S&T Bank concerning the 
mortgage on the Communi-
ty Life Center.   Let me 
remind you that a new loan 
agreement was reached 
with S&T Bank last Fall 
which in effect did several 
things: 
First, it raised the mort-
gage payment from 
$9,106 per month to 
$10,879 per month. Sec-
ond, it reduced the interest 
rate from 4.75% to 
2.97%.  Third, it meant 
that the loan would be 
paid off in October 2031. 
 
Please keep in mind that 
the mortgage fund is NOT 
part of the program budg-
et.  Thus, the monthly pay-
ments that must be made 
are done through contribu-
tions from the membership 
and monies from the exist-
ing mortgage fund.  So far 
in the first three months of 
2021, monthly contributions 

have averaged $8,274.  
The balance of $2,605 has 
been deducted from the 
mortgage fund.   The cur-
rent balance in that fund is 
$73,061.  I would like to 
sincerely offer a hearty 
“THANK YOU” to any and 
all who have contributed 
monies to help us meet our 
monthly obligation.   If you 
wish to contribute to the 
mortgage fund through 
envelope giving or the 
Tithe.ly app., please de-
note “mortgage fund” on 
the memo line of your 
check.  
 
Due to the lower interest 
rate, more of your contri-
butions are helping to re-
duce the principal amount 
of the loan.  In the first 
three months the principal 
balance has been reduced 
by $23,743, and since the 
new agreement was put in 
effect last September, the 
principal has been reduced 
by some $47,212!   When 
we make our regular 
monthly payments in 2021, 
the principal will be re-

An Update from  
Your F inance Committee 
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The Steeple 

 Speaks the Word of God... 

  Shares the Love of Christ…. 

   Makes the Kingdom of God Visible... 

“WHEN WE MAKE 

OUR REGULAR 

MONTHLY PAY-

MENTS IN 2021, THE 

PRINCIPAL WILL BE 

REDUCED BY 

$95,565 !” 



We were not able to 
hold a Confirmation 
Class in 2020, but we 
have 15 young people 
enrolled in our 2021 
Confirmation Class.  Con-
firmation is the time when 
young people can 
“confirm” the vows given 
by their parents when 
they were baptized.  
They are meeting each 
Sunday morning and 
learning and sharing.  

They will consider the 
topics of History and 
Heritage, Our Life To-
gether, Our Beliefs, The-
ology, and Faith and 
Calling. 

Pastor Tai and Kevin Jen-
kins, our Youth Director 
are leading the classes. 
Most of the young peo-
ple are meeting in per-
son but some are joining 
virtually. 

This year Confirmation 
will be held on Pentecost 
Weekend, May 22 & 23.   
The young people will be 
confirmed at the worship 
service of their choice. 

Please pray for our 
young people and their 
leaders as they move 
toward Confirmation 
Day. 

Confirmation 2021 

The Miracle of  Easter 
middle of our hurts and 
hardships.  God saw us 
through. 

Then as we were begin-
ning to heal and move 
again.  As we 
laid out a vision 
for our future, a 
world-wide pan-
demic hit, and 
we discovered a 
huge mistake in 
our $1.8 million mortgage.  
Wow, once again we 
found ourselves in dire 
straits.  We had to close 
the church, open the 
church, and then close 
again.  We worked with 
the bank to find resolution 
to the miscalculation in our 
mortgage.  We prayed 
and we wept.  We felt at 
a loss to know exactly 
how to proceed forward. 

But, once again God did 
not leave us there.  No, he 
raised us up.  That is what 
I saw on Easter morning.  
God’s hand, God’s mighty 
outstretched arm raising 

our church up again!  
People had returned. 
Families had re-
turned.  We were 
able to join in com-
munion and proclaim 
“Christ is Risen!  

Christ is risen indeed!”   

Christ is risen in us, in our 
church and in our world.  
God will see us through 
always and forever! 

 Pastor Allan 

As I sat in worship on East-
er Sunday, I was over-
whelmed by the miracle 
that I was seeing right in 
front of me.  Easter is the 
celebration of the miracle 
of Jesus being raised from 
the dead, but I could not 
help but feel that our 
church was being raised 
from the dead once 
again. 

It was four years ago I 
came to Chippewa in the 
middle of pain, disillusion-
ment, and division.  Some 
wondered if our church 
would ever be the same.  
We worried about our 
future, our finances, and 
our faith.  But God did not 
leave us in the place of 
hurt.  No God raised us up 
and moved us forward.  
God began to heal us and 
bind us together in the 
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“THAT IS WHAT I 

SAW ON EASTER 

MORNING.  

GOD’S HAND, 

GOD’S MIGHTY 

OUTSTRETCHED 

ARM RAISING 

OUR CHURCH UP 

AGAIN!”  



We are so excited to be of-
fering a LIVE, IN-PERSON Va-
cation Bible School this summer 
for FAMILIES as well as a virtu-
al component! CUMC is well 
known throughout the commu-
nity for our VBS, and if you’ve 
never experienced VBS with 
your kids before, now is your 
chance!  Yes, VBS will look a 
bit different due to COVID-19 
precautions, but it will be a 
great opportunity for parents 
to explore faith with their chil-
dren in meaningful ways. Ra-
ther than dropping your kids 
off for a day of VBS, this year 
you will get to experience it 
together in three fun filled 
evenings! Together, you will 

sing, dance, and learn about 
Jesus in an extremely fun and 
engaging environment. Knights 
of the North Castle VBS will be 
a wonderful immersive experi-
ence of learning how to grow 
strong in the Lord and in the 
strength of God’s power. 
Dates and time of program 
are Tuesday June 22, 
Wednesday June 23, and 
Thursday June 24 from 6:30 to 
8pm. The program will be held 
in the Community Life Center 
with families sitting at safely 
socially distanced tables. The 
program content is best suited 
for children ages 4 to entering 
5th grade. This is not a drop 
off event. At least one adult 

caregiver must accompany a 
family unit each evening. A 
family unit = maximum of five 
children and one caregiver. 
VBS has always been packed 
with fun and excitement and 
this year is no different! High-
energy worship, Bible stories, 
Science experiments, crafts, 
and snacks to go will be fea-
tured each evening.  

For families not comfortable in 
large groups or unable to 
participate in person we will 
be offering a virtual at-home 
experience. Virtual VBS kits 
will be made available for 
pick up on Monday June 21. 
Kits will include a music CD, 
craft supplies, printed materi-

Vacation Bible School 

Smiles from Miss Susan 

set-up tables, filled hundreds 
of Easter eggs, and listened to 
my endless rants and raves. 
You have eaten lots of lefto-
ver pizza, fussed over glitter 
in the car, chauffeured me to 
countless places and shopped 
for every obscure VBS deco-
ration under the sun. Your 
patience, support, and encour-
agement of having a wife in 
ministry has been my strong-
hold, and I thank-you for trav-
eling this road with me. Just 
imagine our next chapter! 

To my children Cole and Mol-
ly. You two have weathered 
the storms of having a working 
mom, and you never com-
plained (ok maybe a little!) I 
have literally packed you up 
to attend camps and retreats 
and conferences and concerts 
and picnics and events all 
over Western Pa. We had a 
blast, didn’t we? I have called 
on you to last minute volunteer 
for many an event. I would be 
amiss to not give you both a 

shout out for the unspoken 
things you do for me behind 
the scenes. Cole – you have 
been the man behind the cam-
era for over 50 children’s 
church videos. We have 
traipsed all over Beaver 
County – under bridges, on 
top of rock cliffs, outside, in-
side, and everywhere in be-
tween. Molly, you have been 
my personal editor and sound-
ing board. You never say no 
to my urgent requests to proof 
an article, flyer, or some other 
publication. It has been a priv-
ilege to witness your growth, 
faith, and leadership.  

My dear family, I would not 
be the woman I am today 
without all of you by my side 
cheering me on.  Thankyou, my 
loves, for always being there 
for me.  

Love, 

 Susan/Mom 

This month as the gap be-
tween my employment and my 
retirement narrows, I want to 
take the time to express grati-
tude to some very special 
people in my life.  

To my parents who were my 
spiritual soul shapers. From the 
time of infancy, they took me 
to church and Sunday School. 
My mother’s deeply rooted 
faith and my father’s enduring 
guidance trained me in the 
way a child should go. They 
were always there for me and 
I praise God for the blessing 
of still having them both to 
share in this continuing life 
story. Thanks, Mom & Dad, for 
your steadfast love and sup-
port. 

To my husband, Ralph, or to 
some Mr. Winters or Mr. Su-
san! I cannot imagine this jour-
ney without you. You have 
heard it all. You have wit-
nessed my strengths and my 
failures, the laughter, and the 
tears. You have carried boxes, 
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als, and video links to daily VBS 
content.  
To ensure everyone has a SAFE, 
fun, and blessed VBS experi-
ence, we must limit our VBS reg-
istration numbers. Online regis-
tration opens the end of April. 
When registering, families must 
choose which style of VBS they 
want – In person (indoors at the 
CLC) or Virtual. No walk-up 
registration will be accepted. 

Please pray for VBS 2021. 
Youth and Adult leaders are 
encouraged to volunteer to 
help. If you would like to be 
placed on the volunteer roster, 
please contact Susan Winters 
by May 16. 



What is that? Did not know 
we have a new app? Well, 
it is the best place to keep 
up with everything going on 
around the church. You get 
easy access to the church 
calendar, sermon infor-
mation and even access to 
our 9:45 and 11:00am ser-
vices, streamed live through 
Facebook. Browse through 
our library of sermon vide-
os, read Pastor Allan’s 
blog, and even listen to 
sermons, Bible studies and 

our new podcast, Everyday 
Theologian, on the go. Post 
and interact with prayers 
on a prayer wall, stay in-
formed with our news feed 
and easily tithe to the 
church, just like you are 
used to. Do not have a Fa-
cebook account? Not a 
problem! View any videos 
or news we post without 
needing to sign-in. For a 
full walk through of the 
app and a direct download 
link, go to    

ChippewaUMC.org/app-
info,  
or simply search Tithely 
Church App in the Apple 
App Store or GooglePlay, 
then search Chippewa Unit-
ed Methodist Church to get 
started. Now that you are 
a pro using our new app, 
ask others if they have the 
app yet and help them get 
started!  
So, do you have the 
church app? 

by Janet Skeslien 
Charles  

June - The Vanishing Half 
by Brit Bennett  

July - The Get Away 
Girls by Dee MacDonald 
August - The Dearly Be-
loved by Cara Wall  

Our meetings begin at 

The Book Review Group 
meets on the third Tues-
day of the month during 
the year except in the 
month of December. We 
invite women of all ages 
to join us in our discus-
sions. The summer lineup 
of books is:  

May - The Paris Library 

7:00pm and are held at 
the church unless other-
wise noted.  

The June meeting will be 
at CUMC in the Cross & 
Flame Café.  If you 
would like to join in the 
discussions contact Mar-
cia at mar-
cia.parkhill@gmail.com 

Do You Have the Church App? 

Book Review Group 

United Methodist Women 

Mother, Child, and Guest Banquet in Fellowship Hall  

May 12th from 6p-7:30p  

Join us for dinner and a magician - all ladies are welcome!  

 Due to COVID capacity restrictions, tickets sales are limited.  

 Tickets will be available at the church office.  

The cost is $6 for children ages 3-12 and $12 for adults aged 13 and up. RSVP 

deadline is May 6th, or until sold out. 

GriefShare is a place to share the death of a loved one with people who also 
have experienced the death of a loved one. You don’t have to go through the 
grieving process alone. Everything is confidential. 

Group will meet Thursdays May 6, 13, 20 and 27 from 6:30-8:00pm in the 
Wesley Room and will be led by Rev. Terry Weyman, Sr. 
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65 Vendors ~ Food Trucks ~ Fun 

Saturday, May 15th from 9am to 2 pm 

Hosted By: CUMC Community Life Center 

Directed by Darcy Straley 724-846-6310 & Scott Ensworth 724-843-4032 

 

Spring Fling Craft Show and Food Truck Event is a new community event sponsored by the CUMC CLC.  With socially 
distanced rules in place, vendors will be both inside and outside. This is a chance for the community to come together 
(6 feet apart) and enjoy good food and shopping.  What a better way to welcome Spring than spending a day out-
side enjoying your community! 

 

Confirmed Food Trucks: 

Papa Duke’s – Gyros, Grape Leaves, Baklava & Cheesecakes 

Mission Mahi – Fish Tacos, Chicken Tacos & Boats of Fries 

The Big Green Thing – Wraps, Sandwiches & Blueberry Gouda 

Evil Swine BBQ – Pulled Pork or Pulled Chicken Sandwiches or Nachos 

 

Confirmed Vendors: 

Alessandro’s Pasta & Creative Shop Amanda’s Craft Shoppe Annie’s Amish Donuts 

Author – Joseph Max Lewis  Arrow & Pine Designs AVON  

Barn Stars & Quilts Barrell Designs by La La Beadiful Trinkets 

Bound Together Knits Boards by Boffo Brandi D’s Tees 

Burlap & More Cards & Paintings Carla’s Bakery 

Designs by Sharon McCullough Color Street Connie’s Crafts 

D. Gayhart Designs Crafty Campers Decorative Wreaths 

Hair Scrunchies & Headbands Golden Owl (LuLaRoe) Gourmet Chocolate Lady 

Holly Keeps You in Stiches Handmade Memories Intentionally Blankenship 

Liz & Ty’s Crafts & Creations Jamie’s Crafts Juvenae 

Margie’s Pretty Posies Krafty Keri Mary Kay 

Old Treasures Ring Anew Mask & Sewn Items Miller’s Mustard 

On the Creative Side Origami Owl Painted Slates 

Pflugcrew’s Bags, Oils & Gifts Pampered Chef Parklane Jewelry 

Rag Rugs by Paulette Champney RD Kettle Corn Robin’s Nest Crafts 

Stained Glass Treasures II Sew Many Blessings Slurp & Burst 

T & T Handmade Crafts Sweaters by Betsy Cole Tastefully Simple 

Vera 4 All (50% Off) Tupperware Watkins 

Wittiechic’s Custom Creations Wine & Twine 



BAPTISMS 
Katelyn Leigh Gettemy 
daughter of Allison and 
David Gettemy baptized 
on April 18, 2021.  God-
parents are Heather & 
Eric Stein.   
 

SYMPATHIES 
Leah Pisano and family 
on the passing Jim Stussy. 
 

Family and friends of 
Emily Cooper. 

MEMORIALS 
Memorial Development 
Fund 
Kay Stevens by Michael 
and Susan Hill 
 

Choir Memorial Devel-
opment Fund 
Glenn Guthrie  
by Michael and Susan 
Hill 

 

MEMORIALS 
Community Life Center 
Building Fund 
Kay Stevens  
by JoAnn Lokey 
 

Bob Balderson  
by Marilyn Balderson 

Family Visitation at 10:00am, Memorial Service at 11:00am,  

Noon Luncheon in Fellowship Hall 

Our Church Family 

Memorial Service for Marge Stoker, May 15th 

Thank You 

Thank you so much for 
the cards, phone calls 
texts and yes, even hugs, 
that reached out to us 
during this difficult time.  
You brought us peace 

and comfort and we are 
grateful. 

Kathy and Tom Rimbey 
and Family 

Our Church Family, 

In times of sorrow when 
words of comfort are 
needed the most, our 
church family came 
through with flying colors.  

 

be four weeks of camp 
specifically led at Jumon-
ville by adults from our 
congregation.  
The week of June 20th 
Sarah Lozier and Derek 
Corless are leading a 
week of Adventure 
Camp for ages 11-13. 
The week of July 4th  

A great opportunity to 
encourage your child’s 
faith is during a week at 
one of our conference 
camps. Jumonville, Wes-
ley Woods, and Camp 
Allegheny offer week 
long camps for kids of all 
ages with many special 
interest camps. There will 

Kevin Jenkins is leading a 
Worship Camp for ages 
13-17. The week of July 
11th Becca Lozier will 
lead an Adventure Camp 
for ages 10-13 and 
Brandon and Stephanie 
Corless will lead an Ad-
venture Camp for ages 
14-18.  

Let’s Go to Camp 

An added blessing is that 
Chippewa UMC offers 
camperships to help cov-
er the cost of these 
camps for your kids. Be 
sure to let Susan Winters 
or Pastor Tai know when 
you register your kids for 
camp.  



Hello, GODLY Men, praying all 
is well with you and your loved 
ones. Reminder of Margie's 
memorial on May 15, if you 
plan on speaking, please call 
me so I can add you to the 
program.  It starts at 10:00 
o'clock with visit with family. 
Program starts at 11:00 
o'clock till end and then lunch 
downstairs in Fellowship Hall. 
 
This month I want to share with 
you something I am going 
through and that is  
LONELINESS. 
This is something I have never 
experienced before. I am not 
talking about being alone wait-
ing for someone or something 
to happen. I am talking about 
being alone where you have 
never been before. This loneli-
ness is like a part of you has 
disappeared, and you are 
searching for that which is 
gone. The loneliness of talking 
to someone who is not there. 
That is the part of loneliness I 
mean. 
 
You see she was always there 
for 62 years, and I was never 
alone. Loneliness is getting 
through problems and situa-
tions with no one to hold your 

hand, to comfort you. This 
loneliness makes you sick and 
hurting to the bottom of your 
soul. A part is missing. What 
you once did is not there any-
more, like holding hands and 
saying grace at the dinner ta-
ble. Now you are all alone at 
the dinner table. You are alone 
preparing, eating, and clean-
ing up. Then you just sit and 
stare with no purpose because 
there is no voice saying “Hey, 
Hon, let’s go.” 
 
I have joined an elite group, 
who have lost a loved one and 
are alone, knowing what this 
loneliness is. 

Scripture says Jesus went to be 
alone to pray, not to dwell on 
grief, but to spend time with 
GOD. We (those who are ex-
periencing loneliness) need to 
spend time with GOD to equip 
us to meet life's challenges. 
Strength comes from GOD, 
and we can only be strength-
ened by spending time in pray-
er with HIM. So, we need a 
time to mourn and grieve, but 
how long is that? I guess it is 
different for each one and how 
deep that love went. 
So, Men (and Ladies if you are 
reading), where do we come in 

on this. Maybe we can fill in 
some of that loneliness with a 
phone call or visit. Till you ex-
perience it, Men, you do not 
know what this loneliness is like. 
We must be the disciples of 
Jesus Christ, just pick up the 
phone and call someone, pick 
up their spirits. Be the voice of 
faith to someone. Tell them they 
are not alone. GOD will give 
them peace in their hearts and 
will give them new hope and 
joy in their lives. Do not let 
loneliness hold them down. Tell 
them GOD loves them with an 
everlasting love. He does not 
have evil in mind but is con-
stantly seeking to bring bless-
ings and hope into their lives. 
He listens to their prayers and 
will bring hope to whatever 
they are facing. We need to 
take the time. I know life is in 
the fast lane, but if you ever 
want to get a feeling of GOD’s 
blessing upon you, and you 
know of a loved one who is 
alone, pick up the phone and 
call. Be the voice of faith to 
someone. He is Risen indeed. 
 
As always, if you need prayer 
or you want to pray for some-
one, I would be honored to 
pray for you or with you. 
 
Love ya, Brother Al Stoker 

little electrical expertise. 
If you have a little time 
to spare your help would 
be appreciated. Please 
call the church office to 
volunteer and they will 
put you in touch with a 
Trustee who will direct 
you to jobs. 

Calling the Helpers 
“What can I do to help,” 
you ask? There are a 
few small jobs around 
the church that need 
done this spring. Some 
jobs require shovels and 
wheelbarrows, others a 
paint brush, and others a 

 

Calling All Helpers 
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“STRENGTH 

COMES FROM 

GOD, AND WE 

CAN ONLY BE 

STRENGTHENED 

BY SPENDING 

TIME IN PRAYER 

WITH HIM.”  



Speak the Word of God.    Share the Love of Christ.    Make the Kingdom of God Visible. 

C H I P P E W A  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  
2 5 4 5  D A R L I N G T O N  R O A D  
B E A V E R  F A L L S ,  P A  1 5 0 1 0  
7 2 4 - 8 4 3 - 4 8 2 8  

 

Pastor Allan Brooks 
412.992.7007 

Pastor Tai Courtemanche 
724.799.5699 

Church Office Hours 
Mon - Fri      9am - 4pm 

724.843.4828 
www.chippewaumc.org 
info@chippewaumc.org 
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