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The Schneider family-run Hotel Alberg in Austria has 
brought a natural Alpine freshness to its spa as part 
of a €5 million (£4.2 million) renovation. 

Innovative hydrotherapy treatments complement 
a subterranean extension that allows natural light 
to filter into the spa’s communal areas via two glass 
courtyards. The new extension offers a library and 
relaxation rooms, and connects to a new heated 
14.6m-long outdoor hydrotherapy pool made from 
stainless-steel by Felder Metallhandwerk. 

The spa’s one-of-a-kind hydrotherapy suite now 
offers a complete range of Dornbracht experience 
showers. A custom-built sanarium, Finnish sauna, 
ice fountain and infrared cabin were all supplied by 
KLAFS, and Nordmann Engineering supplied two 
steam rooms and four private steam showers.

In addition to a beauty salon, three treatment 
rooms are lined with bespoke cabinetry by Interlübke 
and treatments are performed using products by 

Hotel Alberg’s 45m renovation creates natural ‘healthy interiors’
Recent extension provides a holistic environment with a comprehensive thermal suite and a full range of Dornbracht experience showers

Design focus

Susanne Kaufmann with Gharieni treatment beds. 
An eco-friendly, modern flair has been brought 

to the traditional building, with 100% mineral lime 
plaster on the walls helping to maintain the interior 
climate. Other innovative and health-giving decisions 
include the use of 100% natural paint made from 
volcanic clay-based pigments, semi-precious stones, 
Carrara marble and Ultramarine Ash to evoke 
feelings from relaxation to invigoration. Calming 

blue and sage green represent the Alps in summer, a 
Champagne silver recalls snow-capped peaks, while 
red bedroom doors energise guests on departure.

“Our guests sleep in their rooms and relax in a 
spa surrounded by colours that come from nature, 
not a lab,” says co-owner Patrick Krummenacher. 
“The light blue on the ceiling has been made from 
lapis gemstones and evokes the feeling of looking 
up at the sky. It completely enhances the relaxation 
experience.” www.arlberghotel.at/en

STYLE FACTS
Interior and lighting design: Pointner Design  
Colour expert: Latrace Lime surfaces: SoloCalce  
Furniture: Sebastian Herkner Architect: Peter Staic  
Pool: Felder Metallhandwerk Experience showers: 
Dornbracht Heat experiences: KLAFS Steam rooms  
and showers: Nordmann Engineering Cabinetry: Interlübke 
Treatment beds: Gharieni Products: Susanne Kaufmann 

“Our guests sleep in their 
rooms and relax in a spa 
surrounded by colours 
that come from nature, 
not a lab.”
Patrick Krummenacher  
Co-owner, Hotel Alberg
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Fashionizer Spa 
Eco-Smooth Aurora Tunic
As part of its celebrations of over a decade of spa uniform 
design in 2020, Fashionizer Spa is placing an even greater focus 
on environmental sustainability with the development of its 
latest fabric, Eco-Smooth. 

Pictured in the brand’s Aurora tunic, Eco-Smooth combines 
the properties of organic cotton with Newlife PET, which is 
crafted into fine yarns from recycled plastic bottles. It is durable 
with a smooth, modern texture and its manufacturing process 
is less harmful to the environment than regular polyester, being 
60% organic cotton, 37% Newlife PET and 3% Lycra.

“Eco-Smooth is made from the same yarn combination as 
our successful CPF but has a smoother look and finish,” says 
Fashionizer’s managing director, Debbie Leon. “New styles for 
spa and medical garments will be added to the stock-supported 
range and sold via our online shop.”

The brand’s sustainability pledge also includes a move to 
using only biodegradable packaging and completely off-setting 
its carbon footprint for both production and deliveries.
www.fashionizerspa.com 

David Harber p 
Chalice
The award-winning Chalice from David Harber is a water feature that aims to 
redefine the relationship between fixed and moving sculptural forms. 

Thanks to the extreme accuracy of its design, flowing water clings to Chalice’s 
mirror-polished outer surface, creating the illusion of a stainless-steel hemisphere 
slowly revolving on its axis. 

The sculpture – which is available in 76cm, 100cm and 120cm diameter sizes 
with larger versions available upon request – is designed to be savoured day and 
night and looks stunning when illuminated.
www.davidharber.co.uk

Esthetica q 
Pedi-bowls
A range of beautiful spa pedicure bowls from Indian spa and 
salon furniture manufacturer Esthetica make for a visually 
pleasing addition to spa treatment rooms.

The collection of lightweight foot bowls includes a hammered 
finish in copper, yellow gold and antique, as well as black or 
white powder coating. An optional trolley is also available in 
which to house the bowls when they are not in use. 

 The bowls made their UK debut at the Fife Arms in Braemar, 
Scotland, exclusively supplied by Spa Vision, whose director, 
Colin Cameron, says: “Esthetica produces excellent finishes but 
at a competitive price for our clients. With the pedi-bowls, we’ve 
seen a surge in interest among clients as they combine good 
value and quality.” www.spavision.com
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Matrix Fitness q 
Connexus Column
A slimline and stylish addition to any fitness or training space, the 
Connexus Column from Matrix Fitness offers multiple options for 
suspension, resistance band and functional training modalities. 

Suitable for one-to-one sessions as well as small classes, the 
Connexus Column takes up minimal space and includes three 
moveable attachment points at differing heights to provide fully 
flexible training options. 

The space-efficient design, pictured below at The Glass House 
Detox and Wellness Retreat in Essex, UK) mounts securely to 
the wall and built-in storage keeps accessories out of the way 
but easily accessible. The training handle is easily attached and 
accommodates quick transitions and efficient progressions. 

The Connexus Column also features integrated device storage 
so users can keep their smartphone in full view throughout their 
training, enabling them to use their favourite fitness apps. 
www.matrixfitness.co.uk 

Bodyfriend p 
Massage chairs
Bodyfriend massage chairs include a range of functions that aim 
to improve the user’s wellbeing without the need for supervision 
by professionals. The products variously offer accupressure, 
calf-rolling, 3-step foot rollers, automatic programming, heating 
functions, zero gravity sensation and a range of massage options 
in economically powered units.

The brand’s medical research and development centre claims 
its products can aid mental and physical relaxation, lymphatic 
drainage and post-workout recovery. They also use pressure 
points on the back to improve digestive functions, and an 
‘adolescent’ mode stimulates growth plates in the arms and legs 
to promote development.  

Bodyfriend chairs are made in China using latex from Italy 
and its products are used in more than 500 locations worldwide. 
www.bodyfriend.com

Vondom u
Marquis table lamp by estudi{H}ac
A new table lamp designed by estudi{H}ac for Vondom will 
enhance the mood and atmosphere of almost any location 
within a spa’s relaxation areas.

The design’s characteristic fold system, inspired by the 
moulds of folded paper for developing pleated fabrics, 
provides a crystal-like textured diffuser made from basic 
triangles of shiny polycarbonate.

A surprising interplay of light and shadow is cast through 
the lamp, displaying a textured overlay on the surfaces 
surrounding it that echo the sensation of pleated fabric, 
providing a sense of envelopment and luxury.
www.vondom.com
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Every issue of European Spa showcases the best in spa equipment design, textiles and furnishings. 
Contact David Fagan on +44 (0)115 950 4748 or email david.fagan@spapublishing.com

Freemotion p 
CoachBike
With the indoor cycling market estimated by Market 
Watch to have surpassed $500 million (£383 million) 
and expected to grow nearly 50% more by 2024, 
Freemotion’s CoachBike is a content-driven cardio 
trainer that allows users to follow thousands of 
different coach-led workouts.

Set to be rolled out across Europe later this 
year, the US-built CoachBike is powered by the iFit 
interactive connected fitness platform. This offers 
users in-studio classes as well as customised Google 
Maps routes and trainer-led workouts filmed in global 
locations, including the historic streets of Florence and 
a Tour de France course. 

To maximise muscle activation, terrain-matching 
technology auto-adjusts the speed, incline and 
resistance of the bike in sync with the route, which is 
displayed on a 22-inch interactive HD touch-screen. 

By accurately simulating the hill climbs and 
downward stretches of outdoor cycling, CoachBike 
offers a unique, true-to-life experience while helping  
to maximise muscle activation.

A built-in AutoBreeze fan automatically adjusts  
the flow to the rider’s pace, while a 5:1 gear ratio 
and a free-wheel design contribute further to an 
immersive, true-to-life workout. 
www.freemotionfitness.com

Hydromassage q  
440X Lounge
Providing spa operators with an opportunity to turn a relaxation room or fitness suite into  
a treatment room and increase revenue without utilising therapist time, HydroMassage’s  
Lounge 440X has been designed with a focus on recovery and wellness.

The American company, which operates with some of Europe’s biggest fitness chains, says the 
new model offers a smooth and focused hydromassage experience in an ergonomically designed 
and spacious setting. The 440X’s contemporary exterior comes in an ‘obsidian’ black and ‘atomic’ 
silver colour scheme with contoured side panels featuring customisable lighting.

A proprietary water recycling chamber means there is no need to add fluids between annual 
maintenance and real-time monitoring allows alerts to be sent to the manufacturer if the need for 
technical support arises.
www.hydromassage.com

Diemmebi q 
Zeroquindici.015 Sofa  
by Basaglia + Rota Nodari
Aiming to provide a functional yet stylish  
addition to any outdoor space, the  
Zeroquindici.015 sofa is one of the latest  
creations in the URBANTIME range from  
Italian furniture maker Diemmebi.

Designed by Basaglia + Rota Nodari, the 
sleek seating comes as a modular system 
consisting of one arm and an ergonomic 
base that can be combined in numerous 
configurations to suite any space. The style 
can be configured as anything from a single 
seat to a couple’s chair or a snaking bench.

100% made in Italy, Zeroquindici.015 is 
formed from18mm diameter stainless steel 
or epoxy powder-coated steel tube and is 
available in a range of different colours. 

The chair can be used indoors as well  
as outdoors with the latter version being  
hot-dip galvanised to provide ultimate 
protection from the elements and is able  
to be fastened to the ground with bolts.
www.urbantime.it

t: 01282 619 977 e: sales@rem.co.uk  w: www.rem.co.uk

Pictured Above: The New Florence Nail Bar
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