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Executive Summary

Government Funding for Local Law Enforcement and First Responders

• As local law enforcement and first responders take on more responsibilities amid the COVID-19 outbreak, Americans 

overwhelmingly support either increasing or maintaining funding for these agencies across government levels. 

• A majority (53 percent) favors additional state, county, and local funding for local law enforcement and first responders 

in the post-COVID environment, while 26 percent support keeping funding at current levels. Just 11 percent of survey 

respondents believe that state, county, and local governments should decrease funding for local law enforcement and 

first responders. 

• When it comes to federal funding, half of Americans believe that the federal government should increase spending on 

local law enforcement and first responders going forward, and an additional 25 percent say funding should remain the 

same. Meanwhile, 14 percent support cutting federal funding. 

• Increased government funding for local law enforcement and first responders enjoys majority support across all U.S. 

regions, except in the West. Support for increasing state, county, and local funding stands at 55 percent among 

Southern households, 54 percent among Midwestern households, 53 percent among Northeasterners, and 48 percent 

among Western households. In terms of federal funding, 52 percent of Southern and Northeastern households, 51 

percent of Midwestern households, and 44 percent of households in the West back additional spending. 

• With regards to political affiliation, Democrats are more likely than Republicans and Independents to support 

increased funding across levels of government. Around 6 in 10 (61 percent) Democrats believe that state, county, and 

local governments should increase spending on local law enforcement and first responders, compared with 52 percent 

of Republicans and 50 percent of Independents. Meanwhile, 60 percent of Democrats back additional federal funds, a 

sentiment shared by 47 percent of Republicans and Independents.
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Executive Summary

• Support for increased funding increases with age. In terms of state, county, and local funding, close to 6 in 10 (58 

percent) respondents aged 65 and over favor more spending, compared with 56 percent of those aged 45 to 64, 50 

percent of 25 to 44 year olds, and 44 percent of the 18 to 24 age cohort. Older Americans are also more likely to back 

additional federal funding for local law enforcement and first responders. Two-thirds of those aged 65 and over 

support an increase in this source of funding, as do 55 percent of the 45 to 64 cohort, 42 percent of 25 to 44 year 

olds, and 39 percent of respondents between the ages of 18 and 24. 

Top Local Law Enforcement Priorities

• Incarcerating violent offenders dominates the public’s list of priorities for their local law enforcement. When asked to 

rank their priorities for local law enforcement in the months ahead, 8 in 10 respondents placed incarcerating people 

who commit violent crimes at the top of their list. No other task was assigned highest priority by more than 10 

percent of survey respondents. One in ten Americans gave top-most priority to incarcerating those who commit lesser 

crimes with no physical or monetary injury. Incarcerations for public protests against the COVID-19 restrictions to the 

economy and businesses and incarcerating people with mental illness issues accused of a crime each ranked highest 

among 4 percent of Americans. Meanwhile, incarcerating individuals with small amounts of marijuana or other minor 

drug offenses was the least important to Americans, with just 2 percent giving this task top priority. 

• Incarcerating those who commit violent crimes is the top local law enforcement priority across all U.S. regions. 

More than 8 in 10 Midwestern households (83 percent) and Southern households (81 percent), 79 percent of 

Northeastern households, and 77 percent of Western households rank incarcerating violent offenders as their 

number one priority. Meanwhile, Northeastern households (4 percent) and Western households (3 percent) 

are more likely than Midwestern and Southern households (1 percent each) to prioritize incarcerations for 

small amounts of marijuana or other drug offenses.

• Older Americans are more likely than younger age groups to cite incarcerating people who commit violent 

crimes as their top-most priority. Younger cohorts assign greater importance to incarcerating those who 

commit lesser crimes where no physical or monetary injury occurred than their older counterparts. 
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Executive Summary

• Older Americans are more likely than younger age groups to cite incarcerating people who commit violent 

crimes as their top-most priority. This task is ranked highest among 92 percent of those aged 65 and older, 86 

percent of 45 to 64 year olds, 71 percent of  Americans between the ages of 25 and 44, and 69 percent of 18 to 

24 year olds. Meanwhile, younger cohorts assign greater importance to incarcerating those who commit lesser 

crimes where no physical or monetary injury occurred than their older counterparts. Close to one in five 25 to 

44 year olds and 18 to 24 year olds rank incarcerations for lesser crimes as their highest priority, compared with 

four percent of those aged 45 to 64 and three percent of the 65 and over cohort. 

• Women attach a higher priority to incarcerating violent offenders than men. More than 8 in 10 (84 percent) 

women ranked incarcerating people who commit violent crimes as their top-most priority, compared with 76 

percent of men. Meanwhile, men are almost twice as likely as women to place greatest importance on 

incarcerating lesser crimes with no physical or monetary harm, 13 percent to seven percent.

• In terms of area, rural households have the highest share of respondents assigning top-most priority to 

incarcerating people who commit violent crimes. Close to 9 in 10 (86 percent) rural households rank 

incarcerating violent crime as their top choice, compared with 83 percent of suburban households and 72 

percent of urban households. Urban households (15 percent) are more likely than suburbanites (8 percent) and 

rural households (7 percent) to assign highest priority to incarcerations for lesser crimes. Urbanites also attach 

greater importance to incarcerating people for small amounts of marijuana or other minor drug offenses, with 4 

percent assigning this task top priority, compared with 2 percent of rural Americans, and 1 percent of 

suburbanites.  

• While incarcerating violent offenders is the most important local law enforcement priority across the political 

spectrum, Democrats (83 percent) are slightly more likely than Republicans (78 percent) and Independents (82 

percent) to rank this task number one. 
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Executive Summary

• When including second-choice answers, incarcerating those who commit violent crimes remains Americans’ top 

priority for local law enforcement, at 88 percent. Incarcerating people for lesser crimes came in a distant second, with 

a share of 38 percent. Three in ten respondents cited as their first or second priority incarcerations for public protests 

against the COVID-19 restrictions, followed by incarcerating individuals with mental illness, at 28 percent. 

Incarcerations related to minor drug offenses was the lowest priority among Americans, at 16 percent.

Public Views on Incarcerating People with Mental Illness 

• Amid growing mental health challenges triggered by the COVID-19 situation, Americans are leery about incarcerating 

mentally ill individuals accused of a crime. More than two in five (44 percent) respondents believe that incarceration is 

the wrong approach towards people with mental illness when they have been accused of a crime, while 29 percent say 

it is the right approach. More than one-quarter (27 percent) are undecided on the issue. 

• Skepticism about incarcerating individuals with mental illness extends across regions. Close to half of Midwestern 

households (47 percent) and Southern households (46 percent) consider incarceration the wrong approach to take 

with the mentally ill. In the Northeast, 42 percent of households view incarcerating people with mental illness who 

have been accused of crime as the wrong approach, while 29 percent think it is right and another 29 percent are not 

sure. The West is more divided on the issue. Four in ten Western households agree that incarcerating the mentally ill 

accused is the wrong approach, 34 percent say this is the right approach, and 26 percent are unsure.

• Our study reveals a significant partisan divide when it comes to views on the incarceration of people with mental 

illness. Democrats are largely opposed to such an approach, with 63 percent calling it wrong and just 18 percent 

believing it is right. An additional 19 percent were not sure. Republicans hold a more positive view of incarcerating 

individuals with mental illness, as close to half (47 percent) say it is the right approach and 26 percent think it is the 

wrong approach, while another 28 percent are undecided. Meanwhile, Independents are much more likely to cite 

mental illness-related incarcerations as wrong than right, 46 percent  to 23 percent. Nearly one-third (32 percent) of 

Independents couldn’t make up their mind one way or the other. 



NSA Law Enforcement Priorities Survey Page 8

Executive Summary

Public Support for Continuing Medicaid and VA Health Care Benefits for Incarcerated Recipients

• A majority of Americans support allowing recipients of Medicaid and veterans health care benefits to continue receiving 

heir benefits if they are incarcerated, while 21 percent are opposed. Close to one-quarter (24 percent) are undecided on 

the issue. 

• All regions report majority support for continuing Medicaid and VA health care benefits for incarcerated recipients. The 

Northeast shows the strongest backing, at 58 percent. The Midwest and South are close behind, with each posting 55 

percent support. Meanwhile, a slight majority (53 percent) of Western households favor continuing benefits.

• In terms of political affiliation, Democrats (67 percent) are more likely than Republicans (52 percent) and Independents 

(50 percent) to support continuing benefits for the incarcerated. 

About the Study

TechnoMetrica conducted a nationwide online survey of 1,233 U.S. adults from May 31 to June 3, 2020. The sample for the      

online survey was obtained from one of TechnoMetrica’s panel providers. As the online survey utilizes a convenience sample    

rather than a probability sample, a margin of error does not apply. A probability sample of a similar size would have a margin    

of error of +/- 2.9 percentage points at the 95 percent confidence level. 
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Funding for Local Law Enforcement in the     

Post-COVID Era
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Americans widely support increasing or maintaining funding for 

local law enforcement and first responders post-COVID
(Sample Size: 1,233)When it comes to how government funding for local law enforcement and first responders should change 

in the post-COVID environment, a majority (53 percent) of Americans support increasing state, county, and 

local funding, while an additional 26 percent believe spending should hold at current levels. Just 11 

percent favor cutting spending. In terms of federal funding, half of survey respondents agree that the 

federal government should spend more on local law enforcement and first responders, with an additional 

25 percent preferring funding to stay the same. More than one in ten (14 percent) want spending cuts.

53%

11%

26%

11%

Views on State, County, and Local Funding in 

the Post-COVID Environment

Increase

Decrease

Maintain current levels

Not sure

50%

14%

25%

11%

Views on Federal Funding in the 

Post-COVID Environment

Q. How should the following sources of funding for local law enforcement and first responders change in the

post-COVID environment?
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Support for 

increasing state, 

county, and local 

funding

Support for 

increasing federal 

funding

Overall 53% 50%

Northeast 53% 52%

Midwest 54% 51%

South 55% 52%

West 48% 44%

18 to 24 44% 39%

25 to 44 50% 42%

45 to 64 56% 55%

65 and over 58% 66%

Older Americans and Democrats report higher levels of support 

for increased funding across government levels

Support for 

increasing state, 

county, and local 

funding

Support for 

increasing federal 

funding

Under $30K 48% 47%

$30K to $50K 51% 45%

$50 to $75K 56% 57%

$75K and over 58% 53%

Democrat 61% 60%

Republican 52% 47%

Independent 50% 47%

Urban 58% 49%

Suburban 51% 51%

Rural 51% 52%
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Local Law Enforcement Priorities
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The public overwhelmingly views incarcerating people for    

violent crimes as the top priority for local law enforcement 

2%4%4%10%

80%

Incarcerating individuals

with small amounts of

marijuana or other

minor drug offenses

Incarcerating people

with mental illness

crises/issues accused of

a crime

Incarcerating people for

public protests against

the COVID-19

restrictions to the

economy and businesses

Incarcerating people

who commit lesser

crimes where no physical

or monetary injury has

occurred

Incarcerating people

who commit violent

crimes

Local Law Enforcement Priorities for the Coming Months

(Top-Most)

In the months ahead, 8 in 10 Americans believe that incarcerating people who commit violent crimes 

should be the highest priority for their local law enforcement. No other activity received a share greater 

than 10 percent. One in ten respondents gave top-most priority to incarcerating those who commit lesser 

crimes with no physical or monetary injury. Incarcerations for public protests against the COVID-19 

restrictions and for mental illness issues each garnered a four percent priority share. Incarcerating people 

for small amounts of marijuana and other minor drug offenses received lowest priority, at two percent.

Q. As a result of the coronavirus outbreak, local law enforcement agencies are challenged by budget constraints. In 

light of this situation, what should be your local law enforcement's priorities in the coming months?

(Sample Size: 1,233)
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Older age groups and women are more likely to cite  

incarcerating violent offenders as their top-most priority
Incarcerating 

people who 

commit violent 

crimes

Incarcerating 

people who 

commit lesser 

crimes

Incarcerating 

people for public 

protests against 

the COVID-19 

restrictions

Incarcerating 

people with 

mental illness 

crises/issues

Incarcerating 

individuals with 

small amounts of 

marijuana/other

minor drug offenses

18 to 24 69% 16% 7% 5% 3%

25 to 44 71% 17% 5% 4% 3%

45 to 64 86% 4% 4% 3% 2%

65 and over 92% 3% 3% 2% *

Male 76% 13% 5% 4% 2%

Female 84% 7% 4% 3% 2%

Democrat 83% 8% 3% 3% 3%

Republican 78% 11% 5% 4% 2%

Independent 82% 9% 4% 3% 2%

Urban 72% 15% 5% 4% 4%

Suburban 83% 8% 4% 4% 1%

Rural 86% 7% 3% 2% 2%

*Ranked top-most priority by less than 1%
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Close to 9 in 10 Americans rank incarcerating violent offenders 

among the top two priorities for  local law enforcement

16%

28%30%

38%

88%

Incarcerating individuals

with small amounts of

marijuana or other minor

drug offenses

Incarcerating people for

public protests against

the COVID-19 restrictions

to the economy and

businesses

Incarcerating people with

mental illness

crises/issues accused of a

crime

Incarcerating people who

commit lesser crimes

where no physical or

monetary injury has

occurred

Incarcerating people who

commit violent crimes

Local Law Enforcement Priorities for the Coming Months

(Top Two)

Incarcerating  violent crime ranks in the top two local law enforcement priorities among 88 percent of 

Americans, followed by incarcerations for lesser crimes, at 38 percent, and mental illness-related 

incarcerations, at 30 percent. Meanwhile, just under 3 in 10 (28 percent) respondents cite incarcerating 

people for public protests against COVID-19 restrictions as either the top-most or second-most priority. Less 

than one in five (16 percent) list incarcerating individuals with small amounts of marijuana or other minor 

drug offenses among the top two law enforcement priorities. 

Q. As a result of the coronavirus outbreak, local law enforcement agencies are challenged by budget constraints. In 

light of this situation, what should be your local law enforcement's priorities in the coming months?

(Sample Size: 1,233)
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Younger Americans and urban dwellers are more likely to 

prioritize incarcerations for lesser crimes
Incarcerating 

people who 

commit violent 

crimes

Incarcerating 

people who 

commit lesser 

crimes

Incarcerating 

people with 

mental illness 

crises/issues

Incarcerating 

people for public 

protests against 

the COVID-19 

restrictions

Incarcerating 

individuals with 

small amounts of 

marijuana/other

minor drug offenses

18 to 24 78% 40% 30% 34% 19%

25 to 44 80% 47% 31% 24% 18%

45 to 64 93% 33% 31% 27% 16%

65 and over 96% 31% 27% 33% 13%

Male 84% 42% 30% 26% 18%

Female 91% 34% 31% 29% 15%

Democrat 88% 40% 25% 29% 17%

Republican 86% 37% 35% 25% 17%

Independent 89% 37% 29% 29% 16%

Urban 81% 45% 29% 24% 21%

Suburban 90% 36% 31% 28% 14%

Rural 91% 34% 31% 30% 15%
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Incarceration and the Mentally Ill 
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29%

18%

47%

23%

44%

63%

26%

46%

27%

19%

28%

32%

Overall

Democrat

Republican

Independent

By Party Affiliation

Right approach Wrong approach Not sure

More than two in five Americans consider incarceration the 

wrong approach to take with the mentally ill accused
Americans are skeptical about incarcerating persons with mental illness. More than two in five (44 

percent) consider incarceration the wrong approach when it comes to people with mental illness accused 

of a crime, while 29 percent say it is the right approach. More than one-quarter of respondents (27 

percent) are not sure. Views on the incarceration of the mentally ill are sharply divided along partisan 

lines. Democrats (63 percent) are more likely than Republicans (26 percent) and Independents (46 

percent) to consider incarceration the wrong approach. 

29%

44%

27%

Public Views on Incarcerating Persons with 

Mental Illness 

Right Approach Wrong Approach Not sure

Q. Thinking about the growing mental health challenges facing the country as a result of COVID-19, and the 

difficulty of providing mental health treatment inside of jails, is incarceration the right or wrong approach for 

people with mental illness when they've been accused of a crime? 

(Sample Size: 1,233)
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Older Americans and racial minorities hold a more skeptical 

view of incarcerating individuals with mental illness

31%

28%

19%

26%

36%

33%

34%

28%

24%

29%

29%

51%

42%

51%

43%

43%

40%

40%

46%

47%

42%

44%

17%

29%

29%

30%

21%

27%

26%

26%

29%

29%

27%

Black/Hispanic

White

65 and over

45 to 64

25 to 44

18 to 24

West

South

Midwest

Northeast

Overall

Views on Incarcerating the Mentally Ill Accused 

by Demographic Groups 

Right approach

Wrong approach

Not sure

Just 19 percent of those aged 65 and older believe incarceration is the right approach to the mentally ill, 

compared with 33 percent of 18-to-24 year olds, 36 percent of Americans aged 25 to 44, and 26 percent of 

the 45-to-64 cohort. In terms of race, a slight majority (51 percent) of Blacks and Hispanics consider 

incarceration the wrong approach, as opposed to 42 percent of Whites. 
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Health Care Benefits while Incarcerated 



NSA Law Enforcement Priorities Survey Page 21

55%

67%

52%

50%

21%

18%

24%

22%

24%

15%

25%

28%

Overall

Democrat

Republican

Independent

By Party Affiliation

Support Oppose Not sure

A majority supports continuing Medicaid and VA health care 

benefits for recipients while incarcerated
More than half (55 percent) of Americans surveyed favor allowing recipients of Medicaid or VA health care 

benefits to continue receiving their benefits if they are incarcerated. Just over one in five (21 percent) are 

opposed to such an approach, while 24 percent are undecided on the issue. Support for continuing 

benefits is higher among Democrats (67 percent) than Republicans (52 percent) and Independents (50 

percent). 

55%

21%

24%

Public Support for Continuing Medicaid and VA 

Health Care Benefits for Incarcerated Recipients

Support Oppose Not sure

Q. Do you support or oppose allowing recipients of Medicaid or VA health care benefits to continue receiving 

their benefits while incarcerated?

(Sample Size: 1,233)
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Wealthier, liberal, and urban households report particularly 

strong levels of support for continued benefits

69%

54%

50%

53%

54%

61%

62%

49%

53%

53%

51%

58%

59%

50%

55%

17%

24%

23%

23%

23%

17%

19%

25%

24%

18%

25%

18%

22%

20%

21%

14%

22%

27%

24%

23%

22%

18%

25%

22%

29%

24%

24%

20%

30%

24%

Liberal

Moderate

Conservative

Rural

Suburban

Urban

$75K and over

$50K to $75K

$30K to $50K

Under $30K

65 and over

45 to 64

25 to 44

18 to 24

Overall

Support for Continuing Benefits by Demographic Groups 

Support

Opppose

Not sure

Urban households (61 percent) are more likely than suburban (54 percent) and rural households (53 

percent) to support continuing benefits for the incarcerated. Among income groups, more than 6 in 10 

households making $75K or more back the idea, compared to 53 percent of the under $30K and $30K-to-

$50K cohorts, and 49 percent of those earning $50K to $75K a year. In terms of ideology, support is highest 

among liberals, at 69 percent.
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Demographics
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18%
22%

38%

23%

Northeast Midwest South West

11%
15%

17% 17%
19% 19%

18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65 or over

Survey Demographics

48%
52%

Male Female

Gender Age 

Region
68%

8%
16%

6% 1% 1%

White Black Hispanic Asian Native

American

Other

Race
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About TechnoMetrica

• Founded in 1992, TechnoMetrica Market Intelligence is a leading market research consultancy dedicated to providing 

clients with actionable insights to help drive business growth. TechnoMetrica conducts public opinion research through 

its nationally renowned polling division, TechnoMetrica Institute of Policy and Politics, or TIPP. Together with our 

polling partner Investor’s Business Daily, TIPP produces the monthly IBD/TIPP Poll, which tracks national indicators for 

consumer confidence and presidential approval, based on a survey of around 1,000 U.S. adults. The IBD/TIPP Poll has 

been recognized as the most accurate national poll in each of the last four U.S. presidential elections, and was one of 

only two polls to correctly predict the outcome of the 2016 general election.  

• Contact:   Raghavan Mayur 

• President of TechnoMetrica

• Address:   70 Hilltop Road, Suite 1001

Ramsey, NJ 07446

• Phone:       800-328-TECH (8324)

201-986-1288

• Cell:           201-803-6491 

• Email:        mayur@technometrica.com


