
Custody Evaluation 
In Utah Divorce/Custody Cases 

 
What is it?  
Custody evaluations provide the Court in your case with information to guide the Judge or Commissioner’s 
decisions regarding custody and parent-time. The evaluations are done by court-appointed evaluators. 
These evaluators do not work for the courts. They are private professionals (licensed psychologists, clinical 
social workers, physicians who are board certified in psychiatry, marriage and family therapists, or clinical 
mental health counselors) who are licensed by the Utah Division of Occupational and Professional 
Licensing (DOPL). They provide a report on what they consider to be in the best interests of the child based 
on information they gather through extensive personal interviews, home visits, psychological testing, and 
a review of criminal, drug, psychological and medical histories. 
 
Is it needed?  
Usually, custody evaluation is not necessary unless there are complicating factors in your case. You may 
want to consider a custody evaluation if your case contains substance abuse, domestic violence, ongoing 
criminal behavior, mental health issues, defiance and rebellion of a child, or alienation. Custody evaluations 
consist of a very thorough and invasive process that can take between four and six months. Because of this, 
custody evaluations are also very expensive, usually costing between $4,000 and $10,000. It will cost 
thousands more if a written report is needed or if the evaluator is required to testify at trial. The cost is 
usually split between the parties. 
 
How do I get one?  
You and the opposing party can agree to appoint a custody evaluator, file a stipulation, and begin the 
process. If you cannot agree on an evaluator or that an evaluation is even necessary, then one of you can 
ask the Court to Order a custody evaluation and appoint an evaluator by filing a Motion to Appoint a 
Custody Evaluator.  If the Court grants the Motion, then the parties will have a certain number of days to 
pay the evaluator’s retainer and begin the process.  
 
What if the Judge orders an evaluator? 
The judge can also order a custody evaluation in certain circumstances even without a motion from a party. 
If a custody evaluation is ordered, even if you opposed it, you should cooperate fully with the process. It is 
very important to treat the evaluator with respect, even when frustrated with the process. 
 
Who do I use?  
Remember that custody evaluations vary widely in quality. TLC does not have an ongoing relationship with 
any custody evaluators and does not recommend or refer clients to specific evaluators. You may research 
and ‘shop’ for a private evaluator that you both agree on, or you may choose to have the Court appoint one 
for you. Consider the evaluator’s experience with the issues particular to your case and their availability 
and timeframe so that your case does not stall longer than it needs to. 
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