
—Chart of Utah Protective Orders— 
 Cohabitant Abuse Protective 

Order Civil Stalking Injunction Dating Violence Protective 
Order 

Sexual Violence 
Protective Order Child Protective Order 

Enforcement Mandatory arrest for violation of 
criminal portion 

Civil court enforcement, possible 
criminal charges Mandatory arrest Mandatory arrest Mandatory arrest for 

violation of criminal portion 
Cost No Charge No Charge No Charge No Charge No Charge 

Requirements 

1. Must be a cohabitant (78B-7-
602(1)) 
2. Must be a victim of abuse 
(78B-7-102(1)), or DV (77-36-1(4)) 
or person to whom there is a 
substantial likelihood of abuse  
DV 

Respondent must engage in course of 
conduct (more than 1 incident) 
directed at Petitioner and 
knows/should know that it would 
cause a reasonable person to fear for 
their safety/safety of third party or to 
suffer other emotional distress. 

1. Must be 18+ in a dating 
relationship 
2. Must be a victim of dating abuse 
or violence, or a substantial 
likelihood of being in danger of 
being a victim of abuse or dating 
violence (78B-7-403) 

1. Must be 18+ 
2. Sexual violence must have 
occurred (78B-7-502) 
 

1. Must first refer to DCFS  
2. Filed for a child 1) who is or is 
in imminent danger of being 
physically or sexually abused by 
anyone OR 2) who has been 
abused by someone other than 
parent/guardian 

Procedure/Steps 

1. File Petition for Cohabitant 
Abuse PO 
2. Court may grant an ex parte 
order  
3. Protective Order Hearing 
within 21 days of issuing ex parte 
order 

1. File Petition for Civil Stalking 
Injunction; 2. If court believes stalking 
occurred, ex parte injunction is 
issued; 3. Respondent can request 
evidentiary hearing within 10 days; if 
they don’t, the ex parte injunction 
becomes permanent. If request is 
made after 10 days, burden is on 
Respondent to show why injunction 
should be dissolved. 

1. File Petition for Dating 
Violence PO 
2. Court may grant an ex parte 
order (if denied, have 5 days to 
request a hearing) 
3. Protective Order Hearing 
within 21 days of issuing ex 
parte order 

1. File Petition 
2. Court may grant ex parte 
order (if denied, have 5 days 
to request a hearing) 
2. Hearing must be set 
within 21 days of ex parte 
order  

1. Refer to DCFS 
2. File Petition for PO 
3. Court may grant ex parte 
order (if denied, have 5 days 
to request a hearing) 
4. PO Hearing within 21 days 
of ex parte order (Court may 
appoint a Guardian ad Litem for 
the child) 

Violation Charge 

Civil Charge: Contempt of Court 
(fine + potential jail time) 
Criminal Charge: Class A 

Misdemeanor 
 

Civil Charge: Victim can sue stalker for 
monetary damages. 

Criminal Charge: Prosecutor can 
charge stalker. Depending on their 

previous convictions and/or 
violations, charges may be a Class A 
Misdemeanor or a 2nd or 3rd Degree 

Felony. 

Class A Misdemeanor 

Civil Charge: Contempt of 
Court (fine + potential jail 

time) 
Criminal Charge: Class A 
Misdemeanor; may be 
enhanced to 3rd degree 

felony if prior DV conviction 

Expiration 

Ex Parte: remains in effect until 
service of permanent PO or until 

dismissed by court. 
PO: 3 years unless dismissed by 

court 1) due to petitioner no longer 
having reasonable fear or 2) in 

divorce. Can request extension if 
reasonable fear of future harm or 
respondent convicted of DV after 

order issued (78B-7-606) 

Expires at the end of 3 years from 
the date of service of ex parte 

injunction on Respondent. 

Ex Parte: expires upon service 
of permanent PO or dismissal 

by court 
PO: 3 years after order issued. 

Can request extension if 
substantial likelihood of being 
subjected to dating violence or 

respondent is convicted of 
violation of PO. 

Ex Parte: expires upon service of 
permanent PO or dismissal by 

court 
PO: 3 years after order issued. 

Can request extension if 
substantial likelihood of being 
subjected to sexual violence or 

respondent is convicted of 
violation of PO. 

Expires in 150 days if issued 
against parent/guardian unless 
150-day extension granted by 

Court with finding of good 
cause. 

 
Expires once child turns 18 if 

issued against someone other 
than parent/guardian/ 

custodian. 

Where to File District Court District Court District Court District Court Juvenile Court or District 
Court 

Other Civil portions of the order expire 
150 days after order is entered. 

Requires evidence proving stalking 
occurred to be attached to petition 
(police reports, affidavits, letters, 

etc.). Must include specific events and 
dates of the alleged stalking. 

Cannot get against an intimate 
partner 

Cannot retract petition without 
court order 

Cannot get against 
cohabitant or dating partner 

Cannot retract petition 
without court order 

Must satisfy preponderance 
of the evidence burden 

(>50% likelihood child is/has 
been abused) 
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—Chart of Utah Protective Orders— 
 Restraining Order Jail Release 

Agreement 
Pretrial Protective 

Order 
Sentencing Protective 
Order for DV Offense 

Permanent Crim. 
Stalking Injunction 

Mutual Protective 
Order 

Enforcement No arrest; civil court 
enforcement Mandatory arrest Mandatory arrest Mandatory arrest Mandatory arrest Mandatory arrest for violation 

of criminal portion 

Cost Attorney fees/filing 
fees/service fees No charge No charge No charge No Charge No charge 

Requirements 

Must file lawsuit asking 
for a RO as part of what 
you want the court to 
do; often part of a 
divorce petition. 

1. DV offense committed 
2. Process initiated by 
arrest and suspect taken 
to jail 
3. Can’t leave jail until 
they sign a jail release 
agreement OR matter is 
taken before judge 

1. DV or sexual assault 
offense committed 
2. Process initiated by 
charges being filed and 
defendant makes first 
appearance 

1. Defendant is convicted 
of committing a DV 
offense 
2. Court can condition 
probation or a plea in 
abeyance on defendant’s 
compliance w/ protective 
order 

Individual convicted 
of/plea of abeyance 
entered for stalking or 
attempt to commit 
stalking 

1. Both parties must file 
petitions requesting PO 
2. Must show that each 
party committed abuse or 
domestic violence  

Procedure/ 
Steps 

Civil petition process 
through private 

attorney. 

No application process; 
Condition of release on 

bail 

Requested by victim or prosecutor on behalf of the 
victim and is a separate written order from the judge. 

The victim is given a copy. 

Conviction of/plea in 
abeyance to stalking 

operates as an 
application. Defendant 
can request a hearing. 

Both parties must petition 
separately & both must be 
served; must demonstrate 
the abuse did not occur in 

self-defense. The court 
must make specific 

findings. 

Violation 
Charge 

No criminal charge 
Civil Charge: Contempt 

of court can be 
imposed by judge 

(maximum of 30 days 
jail and/or fine) 

Class A Misdemeanor if initial charge was a misdemeanor; or 
3rd degree felony if the initial charge was a felony 

Civil Charge: Victim may 
sue stalker for monetary 

damages. 
Criminal Charge: 3rd 

Degree Felony 

Criminal Charge: Class A 
Misdemeanor; may be 
enhanced to a felony if 

prior DV conviction 
Civil Charge: Contempt of 

Court 

Expiration As ordered by the court 

The agreement expires 
at midnight on the day 

on which the person 
arrested appears for 

initial appearance OR 30 
days after arrest OR 

when prosecutor 
declines to charge, 

whichever happens first. 

Expires when defendant 
is convicted, sentenced, 
or acquitted (once the 

trial is complete). 

Because of the unique 
nature of domestic 
violence, if convict 

receives jail or prison time 
as part of sentence, 

continuous order shall be 
entered. 

If no jail or prison time, 
expires when convict’s 

probationary period ends. 

Permanent: Only the 
victim can request 

dismissal 

Ex Parte: remains in effect 
until proper service of 

actual PO or until dismissed 
by court. 

Order: civil portion: 150 
days; criminal portion: at 

least two years unless 
victim agrees to dismissal 

or divorce court terminates 
order. 

Where to 
File/Statute 

District Court Filed automatically by jail District or Justice Court 
Prepares (Criminal Court) 

District or Justice Court 
Prepares (Criminal Court) District Court District Court 

Other 

Can be obtained by 
anyone to restrain anyone. 
Often attorney is needed 
for enforcement & takes 
time to get order and to 

enforce. 

The victim can waive in 
writing at time of 

defendant’s release. Pretrial 
or sentencing POs 

supersede a jail release 
agreement. 

Only enforceable for the 
period of time which the 

court holds jurisdiction over 
defender (until convicted, 
sentenced, or acquitted) 

Continuous order does not 
terminate. 

Can be a basis for changing 
custody/parent-time if it is 

between parents. 

The court can’t grant if there 
has been another proceeding 
where a protective order was 

entered against the 
respondent. 

Full Faith and Credit: A Protective Order issued by another state is enforceable in Utah so long as it is in effect in the issuing state. Violation of order is subject to the same penalties as if a Utah order was violated. 


