
WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN  

DOMESTIC RELATIONS INJUNCTIONS AND PROTECTIVE ORDERS? 

Short Answer:  While Domestic Relations Injunctions are a good addition to the 
possible orders that can protect victims, Protective Orders continue to be the 
strongest, most effective protection for victims of domestic violence. 

Some parts of a Domestic Relations Injunction are similar to parts of a Protective order, such as the 
provision in the Domestic Relations Injunction that states don’t “harass, intimidate or disturb the peace 
of the other party” but that is not the same as the much more strict and effective “No Contact” 
provision of a Protective Order. 

Several very important parts of a Protective Order are missing entirely from a Domestic Relations 
Injunction, such as, 

• A Stay Away Order that includes home, work, school and place of worship 
• The provision that provides for the opposing party to maintain phone service and then transfer 

the victim’s number 
• Possession of a car and home  
• The No Guns provision 
• Custody and parent time orders, support, etc. (if allowed in your district) 
• An order for Law Enforcement officers to help collect belongings and return children 
• A request for investigation into child abuse allegations 
• A Stay Away Order for other people in addition to the victim 

But most importantly, the first half of a Protective Order has stronger consequences if broken.   

Violation of a Domestic Relations Injunction is a civil violation, not a crime.  In contrast, violation of the 
first six provisions of a Protective Order is a crime. This means that enforcement of a Protective Order is 
easier for the victim and the more severe consequences will deter more perpetrators from violating the 
Protective Order in the first place. The other important benefit to a Protective Order is that it is entered 
on the statewide system, which means that dispatch knows when a PO is tied to a call and the officers 
arrive on the scene knowing they have the authority to arrest.  That is a huge benefit to the victim. 

Domestic Relations Injunctions are still good orders, which have additional language to protect against 
the opposing party using the victim’s name to get credit or open an account or get service; protect 
against the opposing party making a change to insurance; and forbid using demeaning language about 
the other parent and so on.  Domestic Relations Injunctions will complement Protective Orders.   

For more effective and comprehensive protection of victims of domestic violence, a Protective Order 
should be sought when applicable due to the stricter protective language, more serious consequences 
to deter perpetrators from violating the order, and a wider array of helpful provisions available.   
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