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 CASE REPORTED  
TO POLICE/POLICE 

WITNESS CONDUCT 

SUSPECT  
ARRESTED OR 

CITATION ISSUED 

SUMMONS SENT 
Police report is sent to the county 

or city attorney for review of 
charges. Summons sent to suspect. 

ARRAIGNMENT/BAIL HEARING 
Suspect, now called “Defendant,” is notified of the 

charges; jail no contact order to protect the victim may 
be granted at the request of the prosecutor; defendant 
may hire attorney or may request that an attorney be 

appointed. 

SENTENCING 
Defendant may be 

sentenced to jail time  
OR 

 probation, community 
service, assessment & 

treatment, GPS 
monitoring, and/or 

ordered to pay a fine. 
 
 

PRE-TRIAL 
CONFERENCE  

Allows the prosecutor and 
defendant the opportunity 

to resolve the case (may be 
continued many times). 

TRIAL 
If the parties do not reach a 

resolution, a trial is set. 
Victims/witnesses may be 

asked to testify at trial. 

NOT GUILTY 
PLEA  

ACQUITTAL  
If a not guilty verdict is 
entered, Defendant is 
acquitted and charges 

are dismissed. 

CONVICTION & SENTENCING 
If a guilty verdict is entered, Defendant may be 

sentenced to jail time, probation, community service, 
assessment & treatment, GPS monitoring, and/or 

ordered to pay a fine. 

PLEA IN 
ABEYANCE 

 
   

CHARGES 
DISMISSED  

GUILTY PLEA 
Or “No Contest”  

If the court or prosecutor 
determines there is not 
sufficient evidence or 
reason to continue the 

case, the case ends here. 

NO ACTION 
The case ends here if police 

determine not to bring charges. 

AGREEMENT 
Defendant pleads guilty 
or no contest to charges, 
but agrees to complete 

certain conditions for up 
to one year— 

if conditions are met, 
charges are dismissed or 

reduced; 
if conditions are not met, 

Defendant may be 
sentenced on original 

charges. 

CHARGES FILED 

*THINGS TO KNOW: 
1. Jurisdiction and court rules vary, 
so confirm the process with the 
court or victim advocate. 
2. Generally, victims can attend all 
hearings and request to be heard.   
3. Your victim advocate can attend 
hearings with you if you keep their 
office informed about court dates.  
5. Register with www.vinelink.com 
to receive notice of release. 
6. Visit www.ucvlc.org for 
information about the Utah Crime 
Victims Legal Clinic’s services. 
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