
          CRIMINAL PROCESS: DISTRICT COURT* 

This project was supported in part by the Utah Office for Victims of Crime, awarded by the Office for Victims of Crime, U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, conclusions, and 
recommendations expressed in this publication/program/exhibition are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. Department of Justice or the Utah Office for 
Victims of Crime.  Last updated by Kristen Olsen of Timpanogos Legal Center on January 25, 2022.  If you are aware of updates, please email kristeno@timplegal.org. Information on this page 
should not be construed as legal advice. 

 

ARRAIGNMENT/BAIL HEARING/ 
ENTRY OF PLEA 

Defendant is notified of the charges; jail no contact order usually 
addressed for domestic violence cases; defendant may hire attorney 

or may request that an attorney be appointed.  
Victim can usually attend & address the court. 

 

SENTENCING 
Defendant may be sentenced to 

jail or prison time  
OR 

 probation, community service, 
assessment & treatment, GPS 
monitoring, and/or ordered to 

pay a fine or restitution. Victim 
may attend and address the 

court.   
 
 
 

PRE-TRIAL 
CONFERENCE/ 

MOTION HEARINGS  
Allows the prosecutor and 

defendant the opportunity to try to 
resolve the case and argue motions 

before the court. Victim can 
usually attend & address the court 

at the conference and hearings. 

JURY TRIAL 
Victim is usually  

required to attend and testify at trial. 

NOT GUILTY 
PLEA  

ACQUITTAL  
If a not guilty verdict is 

entered, Defendant is acquitted 
and charges are dismissed.  No 

sentence is ordered. 

CONVICTION & SENTENCING 
If a guilty verdict is entered, Defendant may be sentenced to jail or prison 

time, probation, community service, assessment & treatment, GPS 
monitoring, and/or ordered to pay a fine.  If a Defendant is considered for 

parole from prison, victims may attend the hearing at the Board of 
Pardons and Parole and ask to address the Board. 

PLEA IN 
ABEYANCE 

 
   

CHARGES 
DISMISSED  

GUILTY PLEA 
Or “No Contest”  

If the court or prosecutor 
determines there is not 

sufficient evidence or reason 
to continue the case, it could 
be dismissed and all charges 

dropped. 

AGREEMENT 
Defendant pleads guilty or no 
contest to charges, but agrees 

to complete certain 
conditions— 

if conditions are met, charges 
are dismissed or reduced; 
if conditions are not met, 

Defendant may be sentenced 
on original charges. 

FELONY FIRST APPEARANCE 
Victim can usually attend & address the court. 

WAIVER HEARING 
Victim can usually attend & address the court. 

 

DEFENDANT 
DENIES OFFER 

DEFENDANT 
TAKES OFFER 

PLEA IS ENTERED/ 
SENTENCING  

Defendant may be sentenced to 
jail or prison time, probation, 

community service, assessment & 
treatment, GPS monitoring, 

and/or ordered to pay a fine or 
restitution. Victim may attend 

and address the court. 
 

PRELIMINARY 
HEARING 

Victim may be required to attend, 
but written witness statements 

may be permitted. 

*THINGS TO KNOW: 
1. Jurisdictions & district court rules 
vary, so confirm the process with the 
court or victim advocate. 
2. Generally, victims can attend all 
hearings and request to be heard.   
3. Your victim advocate can attend 
hearings with you if you keep their 
office informed about court dates.  
4. Visit www.womenslaw.org/about-
abuse/safety-tips/safety-court/all for 
information on staying safe in court. 
5. Register with www.vinelink.com to 
receive notice of release. 
6. Visit www.ucvlc.org for 
information about the Utah Crime 
Victims Legal Clinic’s services. 

about:blank

