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Alert

Zebra mussels have been confirmed in Fish Trap Lake near 
the city of Motley in Morrison County, according to the 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. Fish Trap Lake 
will be designated as zebra mussel infested. 

On June 30, a lake user reported a zebra mussel attached to 
a submerged tree branch near shore in Fish Trap Lake that 
was later confirmed by a DNR aquatic invasive species (AIS) 
specialist. DNR staff surveyed the lake Thursday and found an 
established population of adult zebra mussels in widespread 
areas of the lake. As such, this infestation would not be a 
candidate for treatment. 

“Fish Trap Lake is the first lake in Morrison County to be 
confirmed with zebra mussels,” said Christine Jurek, DNR 
invasive species specialist in Sauk Rapids. “This new 
infestation underscores the need for continued diligence in 
complying with the state’s laws to prevent and curb the 
spread of invasive species. Boaters and anglers need to be 
extra vigilant in ensuring their boat and equipment are clean 
before leaving a lake access, and to contact the DNR right 
away if they find suspicious aquatic animals or plants.”

Zebra mussels confirmed in Fish Trap Lake in Morrison County
(Released July 6, 2015)

Saturday, August 29, 15

http://news.dnr.state.mn.us/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/ZM_July_2_Fishtrap_Morrison-21.jpg
http://news.dnr.state.mn.us/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/ZM_July_2_Fishtrap_Morrison-21.jpg


What are Zebra Mussels

Species and Origin: Zebra mussels are small, fingernail-sized animals that 
attach to solid surfaces in water. Adults are 1/4 to 1-1/2 inches long and have D-
shaped shells, often with alternating yellow and brownish colored stripes. Female 
zebra mussels can produce 100,000 to 500,000 eggs per year. These develop into 
microscopic, free-living larvae (called "veligers") that begin to form shells. After two 
to three weeks, the microscopic veligers settle and attach to any firm surface using 
tiny fibers called "byssal threads." Zebra mussels are native to Eastern Europe and 
Western Russia and were brought over to the Great Lakes in the ballast water of 
ships. Populations of zebra mussels were first discovered in the Great Lakes in 1988.

Impacts: Zebra mussels can be a costly problem for cities and power plants 
when they clog water intakes. Zebra mussels also cause problems for lakeshore 
residents and recreationists; for example, they can:

* attach to boat motors and boat hulls, reducing performance and efficiency,
* attach to rocks, swim rafts and ladders where swimmers can cut their feet on the        
mussel shells, and
*clog irrigation intakes and other pipes.
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Currrent Status 

Christine Jurek, DNR 
invasive species specialist 
in Sauk Rapids reported 
that as a result of finding 
Zebra mussels in Fishtrap 
Lake, she funded a study 
for Crookneck, Alexander 
and Shamineau. At this 
time they did not find any 
mussels.  
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Preventing the Spread
Mussels attach to boats, nets, docks, 
swim platforms, boat lifts, and can be 
moved on any of these objects. They 
also can attach to aquatic plants. 
Attached adult mussels can survive 
out of water and spread from one 
water body to another. Microscopic 
larvae (veligers) can survive in water 
contained in bait buckets, bilges, 
ballast bags or any other water 
moved from an infested lake or river. 
In Minnesota, you must take the 
following steps to prevent the spread 
of zebra mussels:
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Citizen Monitoring 

Visually inspect hard surfaces for zebra mussels such as 
docks, dock floats and supports, swimming platforms, 
boats, motors, anchors, and any objects that have been in 
the lake or river for the summer. Check areas where zebra 
mussels may be attached, such as trim tabs, rubber gaskets, 
grooves along the keel of pontoon boats, and sailboat 
centerboards. During early infestations, zebra mussels are 
likely to be small (1/4-1/2 inch long) and the number 
attached on any object is likely to be low. You can also 
examine rocks and other hard surfaces along the shoreline 
and in shallow water, especially near water accesses.

Complete and send in a online Volunteer Monitor Report 
Form by November 1st each year. Send in the report 
whether or not you found zebra mussels.
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Monitoring Device
Hang a PVC pipe , brick or 
cinder block under a shady 
spot of your dock (zebra 
mussels tend to avoid direct 
sunlight) in the summer to 
monitor for zebra mussels. 
Suspend the object as deep as 
possible at the end of your 
dock, keeping it at least one 
foot above the bottom. 
Examine the monitoring 
object, and add these 
observations to the Volunteer 
Monitor Report Form.
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Protect your lake

If you hire a business to install or 
remove your boat, dock, or lift, or 
other water-related equipment, 
make sure they have completed 
AIS training and are on the DNR's 
list of Permitted Service Providers. 
Lake service providers that have 
completed DNR training and 
obtained their service provider 
permit will have a permit sticker in 
the lower driver's-side corner of 
their vehicle's windshield. They 
have attended training on AIS laws 
and many have experience 
identifying and removing invasive 
species.

https://webapps11.dnr.state.mn.us/aquatic_invasive_species_training/lake_service_provider_permits/public_website_list
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