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ELEVEN 

 
ELEVEN. Pardon me, but I have made some notes here. 
TEN. Notes yet! 
ELEVEN. I would like please to say something. I have been listening very 

closely, and it seems to me that this man—[he indicates EIGHT] has some 
very good points to make. From what was presented at the trial the boy 
looks guilty, but maybe if we go deeper— 

TEN. Come on, will ya? 
ELEVEN. There is a question I would like to ask. We assume that the boy 

committed murder. He stabbed his father in the chest and ran away. This 
was at ten minutes after twelve. Now, how was he caught by the police? He 
came home at three o’clock or so and was captured by two detectives in the 
hallway of his house. My question is, if he really had killed his father, why 
would he come back three hours later? Wouldn’t he be afraid of being 
caught? 

THREE. Look—he came home to get his knife. It’s not nice to leave knives 
sticking around in people’s chests. 

SEVEN. Yeah, especially relatives’. 
FOUR [to ELEVEN]. The boy knew that there were people who could identify 

the knife as the one he had just bought. He had to get it before the police 
did. 

ELEVEN. But if he knew the knife could be identified, why did he leave it 
there in the first place? 

FOUR. Well, I think we can assume he ran out in a state of panic after he 
killed his father, and then then he finally calmed down, he realized that he 
had left the knife there. 

ELEVEN. This then depends on your definition of panic. He was calm enough 
to see to it that there were no fingerprints on the knife. Now where did his 
panic start and where did it end? 

THREE. Look, you can forget all that other stuff. He still came home to dig 
out his knife and get rid of it. 

ELEVEN. Three hours later? 
THREE. Sure, three hours later. 
ELEVEN. If I were the boy and I had killed my father, I would not have come 
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home three hours later. I would be afraid that the police would be there. I 
would stay away, knife or no knife. 

THREE. Listen, you voted “guilty,” didn’t you? What side are you on? 
ELEVEN. I don’t believe I have to be loyal to one side or the other. I am 

simply asking questions. 
TWELVE. This is just off the top of my head, but if I were the boy, and I’d 

you know, done the stabbing and everything, I’d take a chance and go back 
for the knife. I’ll be he figured no one had seen him and that the body 
probably wasn’t even discovered yet. After all, it was the middle of the 
night. He probably thought no one would find the body till the next day. 

ELEVEN. Pardon. Here is my whole point. The woman across the street 
testified that a moment after she saw the killing, that is, a moment after the 
el train went by, she screamed and then went to telephone the police. Now, 
the boy must certainly have heard that scream and known that somebody 
saw something. I don’t think he would have gone back if he had been the 
murderer. 

 


