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Chapter Highlights

…When you make contact with the Spirit of God that is 
within you, you bring into your experience the divine Power 
and Presence.

…When you realize that It is “closer ... than breathing” you 
stop the search for It in heaven or in holy mountains, and 
you begin to rest. In that resting you open out a way for the 
Spirit to announce Itself and perform Its function.

…For most persons, it is a simple thing to acknowledge that 
there is an indwelling Christ, but it is difficult to prove It, to 
manifest It, or to bring It forth.  But this will follow if, and 
only if, something within you says, “Yes,” when you hear or 
read of the Christ-presence within.

Pp 91

…All those engaged in spiritual healing know that healing 
takes place only when they come to the end of prayer or 
treatment and have an inner release or feeling: “It is done” or 
“God is on the scene.”

… if you let your treatment embody all the truth that you 
possibly can bring to remembrance, and then, at the end of 
it pause, and wait for the Spirit to be upon you, you will find 
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the real meaning of prayer, and you will discover the source 
and secret of spiritual healing.

Pp 92

…As the Master is leaving the disciples, he says to them, 
“Stay in the city!” Do not go out and try to proselyte; do not 
go out and preach; do not go out and pray; do not go out! 
“Stay in the city.”

Pp 92-93

…You are taught to remain in prayer until you receive power 
from on High.

…When an inner sense of peace descends upon you, a release 
from concern, an assurance that I will never leave you, that 
I am with you, this can be the end of your particular prayer. 
Then whatsoever things you ask will be done.

…What do you need to pray for? Nothing! What do you 
believe God is withholding from you? Nothing!

…when you are still enough, let His voice come thundering 
into your consciousness or enter gently and peaceably, 
because the all-knowing Consciousness knows that you are 
in prayer to receive divine Grace.

Pp 93

…Prayer is an attitude of self-surrender and an altitude of 
consciousness that rises above wanting, desiring, or achieving, 
and becomes a communion with the Source of life. When 
that communion takes place and the inner response comes, 
the benediction of the Lord has been received.

…The miracle is not just that a pain has been dissolved, a 
disease has disappeared, or an unhappiness has given way 
to happiness. It goes further than this. The world has been 
overcome.
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…A problem can exist only in what is called the universal 
human mind, and it finds outlet through an individual. If you 
refuse to let it flow out from you, the problem is dead.

Pp 94

…In ancient days, the source of evil was given the name 
“devil.” Devil is not and never was a person. Devil or evil is 
something of an impersonal nature.

….whatever the name or nature, you are faced with only one 
evil, for which we use Paul’s designation, “the carnal mind,” 
or a term such as “appearance.” The discord is not a physical 
entity or identity: it is an appearance, the product of the 
carnal mind, the belief in two powers.

…When you understand God as Omnipotence, you are able 
to turn away from evil in any form with the words, “You 
could have no power over me unless it came from God. 
Besides God, there is no power; and this Power is not more 
up in the sky than it is right here where I am.”

Pp 95

…You must also understand that you are not trying to change 
human evil into human good. You are not trying to exchange 
one human condition for another human condition. Be 
watchful of this!

Pp 95-96

…You realize the nonpower and illusory nature of both 
human evil and human good, and your prayer is, “Let me 
bear witness to spiritual truth, spiritual harmony, and 
spiritual good.” This is rising above the pairs of opposites….
You cannot return to the Garden of Eden until you have 
risen above both good and evil.

Pp 96
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…On the human level, taking a “resist not” attitude would 
mean merely to give your adversary the opportunity to take 
advantage of you. On the spiritual path, this is not true.

…When you undertake to meet problems of health, morals, 
finances, or any form of evil that opposes you—injustice, 
inequality—resisting, if you can, the desire to change evil 
into good and are willing to bear witness to the spiritual 
Presence and Power, harmony evolves.

… Every person has been conditioned somewhat by his 
ancestry, his nationality, his religion, a great deal more by 
his education, and finally by his personal experience in life. 
Therefore, when he turns to Spirit, it is more than likely 
that the grace of God will come through in some form 
conditioned by his state of consciousness.

Pp 97

…When good unfolds, strangely enough, it unfolds to one 
person as a luxurious automobile, another as a streamlined 
yacht, another as a brilliant diamond or a beautiful home. 
Why, if God is giving them His grace, should it not be that 
they all receive beautiful homes? No, they condition what 
comes to them by something latent in their consciousness.

Pp 98

…Only what is ordained of God is power; only what is 
empowered of God is power. You have to train yourself to 
undo all that your parents, your church, and your schools 
have taught you until you come to the absolute conviction 
that God is all, and that the power of God is only good.

…In the conscious realization of the Presence lies your 
entire salvation. The moment that this assurance of an inner 
benediction or Grace takes place, the Presence goes before 
you to “make the crooked places straight.”



The Supplemental Reading Guides  
are created by www.JoelGoldsmithBooks.com,  

a division of Acropolis Books, Inc. 6

…It must always be remembered, however, that the words 
or the repetition of words will not accomplish this. It must 
be the actual attainment of the Presence, and then you are 
endowed from on High.

Pp 99

Related passages for further study, 
compiled using The Electronic Search Tool.

www.JoelGoldsmithBooks.com/the-search-tool

Search: “when you make contact”

From The 1963 Instructions for Teaching 
The Infinite Way
…It’s the experience that does the work, not the words in a 
book, not the Word in the Bible, not the words in any Bible. 
It is the experience, and therefore, when you make contact 
through your meditations with that Spirit which is within 
you—for the Spirit of God is in man—when you make 
contact with that, then you have the experience which reveals 
to you the nature of the spiritual kingdom; and then when 
you look out, your human experience is very harmonious, but 
now you know that it isn’t a human experience. Now you 
know it’s the product of your spiritual experience.

550 A 1963 Instructions for Teaching The Infinite Way  
“Material or Mental Sense of Demonstration,  

Spiritual Unfoldment or Grace”

From Consciousness Transformed
…our own Soul is “the kingdom of God, the palace of God, 
the place where God dwells.” And so no mental effort is 
necessary, no striving is necessary, no struggling is necessary. 
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The mystery that reveals itself eventually is this: When you 
make contact with your Soul, you do not use it or apply it 
or take thought about it. Your Soul becomes the invisible 
Presence that takes the form of your outer life. But remember 
that you have nothing to do with it—you do not use, you do 
not manipulate, you do not imagine. You just “dwell quietly 
in your Soul…Abide in Me”—that is all you have to do.

Consciousness Transformed 
July 7, 1963 – “Meditation is the Key”

Search: “healing takes place only”

From Living Between Two Worlds
…When, in our meditation, we have opened the door of 
consciousness and have felt the Presence enter—and we do 
not look for It in form, because this would be just another 
golden calf, but we expect It in the form of an awareness, 
an assurance, a peace—we can be sure that God is on the 
field. Spiritual healing takes place only when the Spirit of 
God bears witness within the consciousness of whoever may 
be praying. Prayer or treatment separate and apart from the 
experience of the presence of God does not heal.

Living Between Two Worlds 
Chapter 1 – “Opening the Door to Infinity”

Search: “until you receive”

From The 1961 New York Special Class
…In the New English Bible there is a passage, when Jesus is 
taking his departure from this world, to this effect: “Abide in 
this city, or remain in this city, until you are empowered from 
on high.” Now that is exactly our attitude in meditation: 
abide in this meditation until you are empowered from 
on high, until you receive His grace, until you receive His 
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strength, His wisdom, His law. Do not go out believing that 
your affirmations of truth are going to be the light of God, 
or the wisdom of God, or the strength of God—they’re not. 
Those affirmations, silently declared within you, may bring 
you to a place of silence where you receive His grace, where 
you receive power from on high. Then you go out into the 
world and you will find that His power goes with you, His 
wisdom, His strength, His love, and you’ll understand why 
the Master could say, “Why callest thou me good?” When I 
retire within, I am endowed from on high; I am empowered 
with love from on high. It isn’t my love, it is His love, I’m 
merely the instrument through which it is flowing.

427 B 1961 New York Special Class  
“Christ in Meditation”

From The 1962 Manchester Closed Class
… What I have said to you, you understand, is sacred. It is so 
sacred that you must not tell it to another. You must live with 
it; you must let it live with you, until one day, you will make a 
contact within, and everything that I have said to you will be 
confirmed within you. And then when you have it on divine 
authority, then you can begin your ministry. You can teach it 
to your children or brothers or sisters or fathers or mothers, 
whoever you may find to be receptive. And ultimately, it may 
be your destiny to be carried out into the public world. But 
never attempt to teach this, until you receive it on the divine 
authority within yourself. Because, you may really only be 
passing on some gossip, or hearsay, or repeating the words of 
another, and this does not constitute a teacher. A teacher is 
one who has been ordained. “The Spirit of the Lord God is 
upon me, and I am ordained.” You know when that Spirit of 
God is upon you, because It tells you.

491 B 1962 Manchester Closed Class  
“The New Man”
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Search: “devil is not a person”

From The Journey Back to the Father’s House
…One word in the religious world has perpetuated the evils 
of this world, and that word is “devil.” Had it been under-
stood in translation, as it was understood in the beginning, 
that devil is not a person, but an impersonal temptation or 
tempter, we would all be free today and would not be grap-
pling with sin, disease, and death. We would not be fighting 
alcohol and drugs and all the rest of these things, because we 
would immediately see what they are : devil, evil, or personal 
sense, and the nothingness of them would be so apparent 
they would be dissolved. The only reason evil appears diffi-
cult to us is that it appears as a person. We always have to 
deal with a person, and persons are hard to deal with. I gave 
it up long ago!

The Journey Back to the Father’s House 
Chapter 8 – “Special Lesson on Healing Work”

Search: “to change evil into good”

From Awakening Mystical Consciousness
… Do not try to change evil into good because you will just 
have a different concept; and tomorrow, next week, or next 
month it will be back on the evil side again. Do not be happy 
with a good appearance because some day it will fool you 
and change to a bad appearance. If you look at a thing and 
see it as evil, your natural reaction is to want to see it as good. 
What you must do is look at it and not see it as good, but 
see it as Spirit—neither good nor bad. No one knows what 
Spirit is. No matter what you think you know, it is not true; 
and the sooner you begin to understand that, the better off 
you will be.

Awakening Mystical Consciousness 
Chapter 7 – “Concept or Is?”
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From The 1963 Instructions for Teaching The Infinite 
Way – “My Kingdom and ‘This world’”
…We are the functioning of the grace of God; where the 
grace of God is there is a sufficiency of all needful things. So 
you see, if I am the Light, there is no darkness where I am. 
If I am life eternal, there is no death where I am. But do not 
believe for a minute that by having some fanciful concept 
of God that this is going to change evil into good, or do 
anything for you. That kind of a God must die within you 
until you know that where I am, God is, and where God is, 
there is fulfillment.

1963 Instructions for Teaching The Infinite Way  
“My Kingdom and ‘This World’”

Search: “the actual attainment”

From The Heart of Mysticism – Volume Five
… Do we not know, only too well, that “I can of mine 
own self do nothing”? Have we not learned, through bitter 
experience, that without the actual attainment of Christ we 
are nothing, and can do nothing of any spiritual nature? Have 
we not experienced the supreme joy of spiritual living when, 
like Paul, we could say, “I can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me”? O Students!  Believe me! It were 
better to arise at three o’clock in the morning and remain in 
meditation and study until that overshadowing of the Spirit 
takes place, than to sleep the hours away and be compelled 
to face the day without the glorious feeling of being in the 
Spirit!

The Heart of Mysticism – Volume Two 
Chapter 5 – “The Comforter”
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Excerpts from transcripts of Joel S. Goldsmith recordings 
are provided with permission from the Estate of Joel S. 
Goldsmith, and are © 2016 The Infinite Way by Joel S. 
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