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The Government of Eden 
Chapter Four 

“When We Are Tempted by Good and Evil”

Listed below are just a few suggested search topics. Each 
search result will be displayed in the context of its original 
text or talk; those search results, alone, provide an excellent 
overview of any subject from which you then can explore at 
a deeper level.

General theme of Chapter Four:
…“If you haven’t thought about it, think about it in these 
coming days as to whether or not you believe that there is a 
human solution to the world’s problems or if you have heard 
of anyone in this decade who even claims to believe that they 
have an answer to the world’s problems….”

pp 78

…Inside of thirty days, your whole life could change if you 
have the strength to withhold all judgements as to good and 
evil and  realize, I will not know good or evil; I will know only 
God as good.

pp 58 

Search suggestions:  
(For specific citations add quotation marks around phrase.)

“all the trouble” “into that vacuum”
“concept of that person” “nothing is good or evil”
“creative principle of ” “the belief of ”
“evil is not personal” “the evil”
“give up the belief ” “we have been afraid”
“God is not” “you would be surprised”
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Search “nothing is good or evil”

From Realization of Oneness  
…Nothing is good or evil, but thinking makes it so. Let your 
contemplative meditation be a rising above both good and 
evil. Be still, and begin with the premise: 

There is no power of evil in the world, so I cannot be made to 
fear this thing. There is God. There must be, and if there is, God 
could not be God without being infinite, omnipotent, omniscient, 
and omnipresent. That means that there cannot be anything 
but God. That means that there cannot be two powers. There is 
only one. 

Live with the idea until you arrive at a place in conscious-
ness where you know that there are not two powers, and 
when you reach that place, you are back in the Garden of 
Eden, and you have taken your patient there with you.

Realization of Oneness 
Chapter 5 – “Resting in Oneness”

Search “we have been afraid”

From The 1961 London Open Class
… Again, is it not written, “There is nothing good or bad 
but thinking makes it so,” do  our accepting two powers? 
Is not this the reason that Adam and Eve are expelled 

SUPPLEMENTAL READING 
for

The Government of Eden
chapter 4

“When We Are Tempted by Good and Evil”



The Supplemental Reading Guides  
are created by www.JoelGoldsmithBooks.com,  

a division of Acropolis Books, Inc. 4

from the Garden of Eden-because they have eaten of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and of evil; that they have 
accepted mentally two powers? Have we not suffered in this 
whole generation because we have been afraid of certain 
government leaders, certain political powers, certain political 
forces without having learned from the Master this great 
truth: Thou couldst have no power over me—temporality, 
temporal powers—Thou couldst have no power except it 
were given thee of God, because God is infinite. God is the 
only power. God is the all-power. Do you not see that if we 
began a daily practice every time some person seemed to 
dominate us, whether in the family life or in the community 
life, national or international, if we went through a daily 
practice of, “Aha, I am not to be fooled by appearances. There 
is no power given unto man. All power is in God. All power 
is in the Spirit. All power is in the Invisible. And those who 
show forth good are really showing forth the presence and 
power of God. Those who are showing forth evil are showing 
forth the arm of flesh, or nothingness, and its power over us 
has been our fear of it, our acceptance of two powers, our lack 
of understanding that God is the only power.”

                           418B – The 1961 London Open Class  
“Accepting (Understanding God and I)”

Search “give up the belief ”

From Showing Forth the Presence of God
…Give up the belief in two powers, and you have only 
one power, and it is in the invisible. Then everything in the 
visible shows forth God’s handiwork, reflects it, or expresses 
it. Everything—your mind, your soul, your body—can 
show forth God’s glory once you realize the infinite and 
omnipresent nature of God within your own being. With 
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that awareness, something new begins to take place in the 
mind. No longer do you take thought for making things 
happen, but now thought comes to you from the Infinite 
Within revealing the harmony in this universe. 

                                Showing Forth the Presence of God 
Chapter 12 – “God Alone is Power”

Search “the evil…”

From Parenthesis in Eternity
… If we are to succeed in spiritual living, however, we must 
very quickly bring to conscious awareness the truth that the 
object of a spiritual ministry is not to change disease into 
health, for health is only one of those temporary conditions 
that become disease tomorrow, next week, or next year, and 
not to decry  the evil and try to bring about the good; but 
rather to turn away from the appearance and keep our gaze 
on the Middle Path, realizing that right where there is an 
appearance of either good or evil, there is spiritual reality.  
…This constant, consistent, and dedicated knowing of the 
truth will develop a state of consciousness that does not shift 
back and forth between the evil and the good: it holds itself 
at least with some measure of stability
…In that state of consciousness we are no longer hypno-
tized by appearances, nor are we compelled to try instantly to 
change  the evil to the good, or to try to hold on to whatever 
good appearance there may be. 
…This is the mystical life: we look not at the good human 
appearance and rejoice in it, but look through the good, as 
well as through the evil, human appearance, and behold 
Christhood. We can do it. We all can do it.

                                 Parenthesis in Eternity 
Chapter 27 – “Living Above the Pairs of Opposites”
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… In this world of the senses, there is good and evil, and 
there is the centering of attention on changing the evil into 
good. In “My kingdom,” the spiritual kingdom, we ignore 
the appearances and seek to realize spiritual truth, to realize 
God’s grace, God’s presence, and God’s power. The moment 
that we feel a conscious oneness with God, the appearance 
changes. To our human sense, the evil appearance now has a 
good appearance, the appearance of lack has an abundant ap-
pearance, the sick appearance has a well appearance, some-
times even the dead appearance has a live appearance. But 
we are not fooled by the changed appearance. We know that 
in seeking the kingdom of God within, we are merely be-
holding Reality appearing, the grace of God appearing. We 
come face to face with God; we see Him as He is, and we are 
satisfied with that likeness. 

Parenthesis in Eternity 
Chapter 10 – “Reality and Illusion”

Search “all the trouble”

From The 1956 Johannesburg Closed Class
… In the Garden of Eden there was an apple and the apple 
caused all the trouble. And they say it’s been causing all the 
trouble  ever since. And what is that apple? It is the belief 
of good and evil—that’s all it is. It is the belief of good and 
evil—two powers. And as long as we are eating that particu-
lar apple, as long as we are accepting belief in good and evil, 
we are in the world and battling it from the standpoint of 
the Adam man. But let us resist the temptation to eat that 
apple. And let us agree that we want no part of good and evil 
—that we are satisfied with the basic principle of one, the 
basic principle of one—one spiritual presence, one spiritual 
power, one spiritual law, one spiritual life. And then you will 
find the mystery not only of relationships solved, but you will 
find the mystery of health and supply solved. All of our dis-
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cords come from that apple. All of our discords come from 
the belief in good and evil.

648A – The 1956 Johannesburg Closed Class 
“Christ Realized”

Search “the belief of ”

From The Heart of Mysticism, Volume Two
… The only reason for error in any form is due to the belief 
of  an “I” or a selfhood apart from God. This false sense of 
“I”, with its need to supply, support and maintain itself, plan 
and do for itself (and not having the wisdom or the power 
to do so) has produced every discord and inharmony. The 
restoration of harmony comes with the giving up of this false 
sense of “I” through the realization that God is the only Self-
hood, the only Life, Principle, Power, Substance and Being 
of all that is.

The Heart of Mysticism, Volume Two 
Chapter 8 – “Essential Points in Infinite Way Practice”

… There is only one I and one Selfhood, and whatever truth 
I know about you is the truth about me. If I accept the be-
lief of poverty in the world, that reflects itself upon me. If I 
say, “You are sick,” or “You are unkind,” I am accepting that 
there is a quality apart from God, a being apart from God, 
an activity apart from God, and in that way I am condemn-
ing myself, because there is but one Self, and ultimately I 
am punished by my own conviction-bearing false witness 
against my neighbor. We come to a place of not bearing false 
witness against our neighbor when we come to the realiza-
tion that the Christ is our neighbor; that our neighbor is a 
spiritual being, the Son of God, just as we are. He may not 
know it, and you may not entirely know it, but the truth is, 
I am Spirit, I am Soul, I am Consciousness. I am the very 
manifestation, the very expression of God, and so are you 
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and so is your neighbor, whether he is good or bad, friend or 
enemy, next door or across the seas. 

The Heart of Mysticism, Volume Two 
Chapter  9 –  “The Deep Pool of Your Being”

From The Foundation of Mysticism
… There wouldn’t be a trace of discord in this world, of any 
nature, if it weren’t for the impersonal mesmerism that has 
evolved out of the belief of good and evil. And because we 
are born on that level, we are receptive and responsive to 
that influence. Therefore, some of us become sinful, others 
become sick, and others become poor. There is a way of nulli-
fying nearly all of the world’s discords, most of them entirely, 
the rest of them in some degree, through our own conscious 
realization of the nature of God, the nature of the evil, and of 
nothingizing this whole hypnotic mind, or mortal mind, or 
carnal mind—and realizing that since it is not of God’s cre-
ating, since it is not endowed by God, it has no law of God 
to maintain it or sustain it. Living in that consciousness will 
not only free us, but will so completely put us at peace that 
we can attain inner communion with God.

The Foundation of Mysticism 
Chapter 16 – “Know the Truth”

Search “concept of that person”

From Awakening Mystical Consciousness
… So, too, whatever you may be thinking about a person is 
wrong. I do not care what you are thinking. Whatever it is, 
it is wrong because what you are thinking represents your  
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concept of that person at the moment; and that concept 
changes from moment to moment and from year to year. 
You must learn not to hate or fear your concept of life, 
whether it is a concept of humanity, of sin, or of disease, 
because it is only a concept. There is no real power in 
concepts. What you are considering as person is not person: 
it is a concept of a person. But that concept has no power. 
All power is in God. For example, whatever your concept 
of me may be, there is no power in it that can touch me. If 
you think I am good, it makes no difference to me. If you 
think I am bad, it makes no difference. Your thinking has 
no power over me. God maintains and sustains me, and I 
am not subject to anything but God. There is no life in your 
concept of me. Life is in me, not in your concept of me. 

Awakening Mystical Consciousness 
Chapter 7 – “Concept or Is?”

Search “evil is not personal”

From Realization of Oneness
… The truth is that error is not personal, and it does not have 
its beginning in you or in me or in any other person. But if 
we do not understand the nature of error before it touches us, 
we may spend the remainder of our lives tilting at windmills 
and trying to fight something that is not there.  Evil is not 
personal: it is impersonal. You and I are not evil. It is true 
that we may hate, we may fear, we may commit adultery, we 
may even murder; but it is not you or I doing this because 
the truth is that Christ is our true identity. Then what about 
the appearance: the appearance of evil, the appearance of sin, 
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disease, lack, limitation, unemployment, a nasty disposition, 
miserliness, or profligacy? What of it? It is impersonal, and 
the very moment that we understand and declare it to be 
impersonal, we begin to separate it from ourselves. We take 
the condemnation from off our own shoulders, much as the 
Master did when he said to the woman taken in adultery, 
“Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more.” How her 
face must have lighted!

Realization of Oneness 
Chapter 2 – “Release Man”

From The Heart of Mysticism, Volume Six
… We must impersonalize every form of error whenever we 
see it, hear it, taste it, touch it, or smell it- whether it concerns 
us, our patients, our students, or the strangers on the street. 
We nullify it, recognize its non-power, and impersonalize it. 
We impersonalize every phase of error, no matter what form 
it assumes. Has not history proved that the assassination of 
kings and queens and emperors has never stopped tyranny? 
It never does and it never can, because the  evil is note per-
sonal. As rapidly as one person is eliminated, we come face 
to face with the same evil in the next person. But the reali-
zation that evil is always impersonal could do much to free 
the world from all the dictators of the world. We can bless 
the world by refusing to personalize error-by realizing that 
evil is not man-made, man-created, or man-perpetuated, 
but that all this carnality is the impersonal, universal mind 
of man, the personalized sense of mind-and then take that 
second step of realizing, “Yes, but since God is omnipotent, 
the carnal mind is not power. It is not presence or substance 
and has no activity and no law.” Through such activity in our 
consciousness, the way may be opened and the mind may 
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be sufficiently cleared of false beliefs for the divine idea of 
oneness, or unity, to break through, and eventually someone 
may come forth with a workable idea.

The Heart of Mysticism, Volume Six 
Chapter 10 – “Freeing Ourselves From Universal Claims”

Search “creative principle of…”

From Rising in Consciousness
…  Each one must determine for himself what God is to 

him, but let us for a moment agree that God is the  creative 
principle of the universe, the infinite wisdom of the universe, 
the great law. Then is it possible to see that this law, this in-
finity, can pour itself through you or through me in the same 
manner that it poured itself through the Master?

Rising in Consciousness 
Chapter 13 – “God is not Mocked”

From I Stand on  Holy Ground
… “Why should I fear any creature? Why should not I love 
and trust the creative Principle of all creation? Why should 
I fear that which has form? Did not God create all that was 
created?” 

As we settle back in the assurance that God’s grace is our 
sufficiency in all things, the realization comes:

Live not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit. Rest back 
in Me and know that I will never leave you, nor forsake you. 
Look unto Me, the kingdom of God within you, and be saved. 
Thou shalt not fear what mortal man can do to you. Thou shalt 
not fear what mortal conditions can do to you. My ever present 
Grace is thy sufficiency. If you make your bed in hell, I will be 
there. If you make mistakes I will be there. 
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     Let us ponder the great world where we live in which 
there are no powers external to us. The only power is within 
us, and it is the grace of God. We need not pray to It for 
anything. We need not tell It of our needs. It is infinite 
intelligence; It is divine love. 

I Stand on Holy Ground 
 Chapter 7 – “A Lesson On Grace”

Search “into that vacuum”

From Spiritual Power of Truth
… What am I looking at? Am I seeing what Is—or what 
appears? The minute I can agree that I am seeing an appear-
ance, then I can disregard it, because behind that appearance 
is that which Is. In withholding judgment as to whether the 
situation is good or evil, we create within us something like 
a vacuum, and into that vacuum Truth rushes with the Truth 
about the person, situation, or condition. Truth reveals It-
self as the harmony unto the situation. We call this “Judging 
righteous judgment.”

Spiritual  Power of Truth 
Chapter 8 – “Not Good or Evil”

Search “God is not…”

From The Foundation of Mysticism
… One of the earliest revelations that came to me regarding 
the nature of God was that it’s a waste of time to ask God 
for anything at any time because God isn’t withholding it. If 
God were withholding it, then there might be some reason 
to go to God and say, “God, let loose! Give me my health; 
give me my supply; give me a home; give me peace on earth.” 
But before you can ask that, you must actually believe God is 
withholding it. It became very clear to me that  God is not 
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withholding anything from this universe. He’s not withhold-
ing sunshine in the daytime or moonlight at night. He’s not 
withholding rain, or stars, or sun, or moon. He’s not with-
holding the cattle on a thousand hills. He’s not withholding 
crops in the ground. He’s not withholding fish in the sea 
or birds in the air. He’s not withholding the incoming and 
outgoing tides. He’s not withholding days and nights. Why 
is it that no one prays for these things? Because it is so well 
established that  God is not withholding these things from 
the earth. Then why believe that God is withholding health 
or success or happiness or peace on earth from mankind? 
The answer is, God isn’t! God isn’t withholding these things, 
and therefore God doesn’t have it within his power to answer 
such prayers.

The Foundation of Mysticism 
Chapter 7 – “The Nature of God”

From Seek  Ye First
… As we let the spirit of God be upon us, we will be or-
dained to heal the sick, to comfort, to bless, to increase the 
loaves and the fishes; but there must be this letting of the 
spirit of God be upon us. We make no mental effort; we 
do not think of God as a power, for in truth, God is not a 
power. God cannot be a power, because there is nothing for 
God to be a power over or upon. God is being, pure being, 
and besides God there are no powers for God to act upon. 
God may be described as the one and only power or as the 
non-power. Personally, I have had the greatest fruitage in my 
life when I have been able to sit quietly with a sense of God 
as non-power, as Being, just pure, omnipresent Being, and 
not seeking for God to do something to the errors of this 
world. In that state of consciousness, the errors that con-
fronted me melted.

Seek Ye First 
Chapter 2 – “The Spiritual Goal”
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From The Mystical I
… From the beginning of this message and from its very first 
book, The Infinite Way, it was revealed that God is not to be 
known but to be experienced, and only when God is experi-
enced are there signs following or is there fruitage.

The Mystical I 
Chapter 3 – “I Am Come”

Search “you would be surprised”

From The 1962 London Closed Class
… You would be surprised to what extent your body obeys 
the degree of your spiritual consciousness. You would be sur-
prised to what extent your pocketbook responds to the de-
gree of your spiritual consciousness.  You would be surprised 
to know how your household, how your children, how your 
classes respond, because; I, if I be lifted up, shall draw all men 
unto me. And if I abide in Omnipresence, in Emmanuel—I 
bring the presence of God, whether it is to this classroom, to a 
school classroom, or to my home. I must abide in Omnipres-
ence. I must abide in the realization of Emmanuel—God is 
here with me, and then this room takes on the atmosphere of 
God, and you find yourself responding to it, and being much 
more Godlike than you ever thought yourself to be. And you 
find your children being much more Godlike than you ever 
thought them to be. In other words, we are not in the world, 
the world is in our consciousness, and it responds to us.

490A – The 1962 London Closed Class  
“Putting of the Old Man and Rebirth”
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