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 Upon entering my 
senior year in the graphic 
arts program at USFSP, I 
was tasked with picking the 
topic for my senior thesis. 
It was something that I was 
familiar with, as I had seen 
other seniors work through 
their thesis in the past, 
however picking an issue 
that both resonated to me 
personally while also 
impacting others was a 
task that was harder than 
I expected. 
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there was very 
little positive 
news revolving 
around climate 
change

the resolution
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 I rotated through a variety of 
topics, trying to piece together how 
design could inform and address the 
issue on hand. Eventually, I landed on
a broad topic that was always in the 
back of my mind. climate change. 
Recently, with the Australian wildfires 
and emission reports, there was very 
little positive news revolving around 
climate change. It was always weighing 
on my conscience, that there was little 
to nothing that I personally could do to 
stop or fight this. It was eating me up 
inside, a daunting cloud hanging over
my head and always lurking far into 
the background.
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 I know I was not the only 
person struggling with this either, 
it’s an issue that haunts many socially 
aware individuals. My goal with my 
thesis project had then become very 
clear for me, I wanted to address the 
issue that plagues many people in 
society, that no matter what you did to 
personally address climate change, it 
was never enough. 
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 The first iteration of this 
thesis took the form of introducing 
sustainability and easily sustainable 
projects into household lives. My focus 
was to make agreener lifestyle more 
accessible and attainable for every 
unique living situation, whether that 
be a renter, homeowner etc. At that 
point my thesis took the form of a 
product marketed toinform and 
serve as a resource for those looking
to further expand their knowledge on 
sustainable living. 

the greenhouse
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the recalibration
 Transferring this thesis into 
my next semester, however, the
 project began to feel too narrow. 
The problem that I had originally 
posed to myself, how to make 
people feel better about their 
contributions to climate change, 
seemed like a stretch when relating 
it back to the work I had produced. 
I decided to take a step back and 
rethink how to present my projects. 
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the bright side

 I landed on a new way of approaching 
my thesis, which I named The Bright Side. 
The main objective I was striving towards 
was to use design to change the perspective 
on climate change in order to inspire hope 
and innovation. By creating informational 
pieces and resources, I aimed to display the 
positive change being put into place to fight 
climate change and reward individuals for 
the effort put forth towards sustainability. 
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let’s look on the bright side




