
 

Week 3: November 5, 2019 
“The Parable of the Two Sons” 

“What do you think? A man has two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard 
today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to the second 
son and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of the 
father?” They said, “The first.” “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the 
kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe 
him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not 
change your minds and believe him.”  

Matthew 21:28-32 

1. Keeping in mind that a parable is likely to have one lesson/character, what is Jesus intending to 
communicate through the two sons and the father?


 	 - Re: the first son 


	 - Re: the second son


	 - Re: the father 


2. What might slow us down from saying yes to the father right away?


3. What might contribute to someone saying yes to the father but then failing follow through?


4. If the Father is intended to represent God in this parable, what can we learn about God’s character 
and intentions for us?




Some suggested small group questions 

1. As Christians, it’s natural to view ourselves as having been saved from sin. What have you been 
saved for?  


2. Which son are you? Would you say your answer has changed over the course of your life?


3. What might it mean for your to participate more fully in the work of the Father’s vineyard?


4. How have safety, security, comfort, and convenience hindered you from fully responding to God’s 
invitations and instructions for your life?


5. How has your earthly father shaped the way you envision your heavenly father?


6. What’s something from this morning that you’d like to try to remember?



